al 


E- 


M 


[ny 
Z 
FF 


! 


aud learned: 


TAL: 29 5 Sw ar 
* n Tg * Ce 


Os 


3 


| - 4 
ky 
"7 
(S] 
Is 
Z 


M 


Hex 


" 


neth. 


rem2! 


founda:wnpf Gad re 
and hath this ſcale, The Lord 


ſtrong 
rey 


The 
. fa 


- knoweth who argh 


# 
- 


LownpoN 


« 


15, 


- 


© 


* A't 


4 


- 
Pt 
py 


dive 


law, C 
er row, atthe 


j 
WA, 


row 


" 

3 # 
3 
"7 LS 4 
"8 
1 , z 
, 

1 


3% 
os 


OR £9 Gr I t 


= Es. i 28 Its, Hes ne — 4 MME ; 2 L pa : 
4 From 70 V3 ep <0 +, ay, p p wy ers; 4 a0 5 ad N ” vo: 
IL I : en) Ap 7 7 FE AIR 2A 2 SE, Ea. EE. 7 EF dd [IE oh GAS wg \D&1 ES te. Sa EF Lo Pee ET 67-15 % 
SES GB on oe oe on Ee CR ESI IE i A oi fn {ons ; 
Poa hens 
P + EE $ NF on] 
EE PE NS ee 
— Ed. I, vr 


; KO Re 
KA *a- 7 TN h 
7%! 6 Wo * 8 


#þ 7 F- 4 S Sg "F" E R T | j F_ By £- . BS & " \ k 
Honorable, my ſingular good Lorde and * 
Patron, the Lord Edward, Earle of Bedford: = 
*. As alſo vntothe Right Honourable and vertuous Lady the F 
| Lady Lucie, Countefle of Bedford, P. A. wiſheth the inioying 2 
and iacreaſc of all true honor and happinefle heere , and the - 
fruition of eternall glory and blifle in = 

the world to come, 
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12D Teht Honorable my ſingular 200d Lord 
Me and Ladie, as bountie and liberalitie 
#75-in people of the greater ſorte, u both 
db N ſeemely aud very commendable, ſo in- 
q ) . gratitude & vnthankefulnes in people 
(4 RM } that are in the meaner place, 1s very 
EZ 24% much reproachfull,and to be ſhunned. 
To the former the mighty men of the world axe to be led, not Wu 
onely by the ſaying of an heathen Oratour, who ſayth, Pre- -- 
clarus eſt theſaurus, beneficium apud bonum virum any, "3 
/. collocatum, (7) A good turne done to 4 good man, is as _— 
' great riches, or as a treaſure to him that doth it : but alſo and © 
eſpecially becauſe ſuch treaſures are there layd wp,where nei- il 
ther moth nor cankar corrupts,and where theeves net- y1ats. ao, © 
ther dig throgh nor ſteale;#hss being indeed a good foun Tine» be 
dation againſt the time to come, that they may ob- 1g, 
teyne cternall life, The later, the inferionr ſort and the re- 
 cervers of good turnes ſhon'd labour to avoyd, not onely be. 
* * cauſe of that brad, which the very heathen men have ſet 
. upon ingratitude, as in the ſhort and vſuall ſaying it # ſayd, \ 
L Perit quod facis ingrato, That s. cleane caft away, which 
6s beitow:d vpon an vnthankefull party. And, Si jingratum 
dixeris,omnia dixeris, He ſaith al that may be Pd acainf ; 
« man which calleth him an vnthaukefull man:and,omnes 
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But chiefely becauſe the holy gi nl (whereof one ſentence © 
' ſhould more move men, then all the ſayings of heathen wri. 

Ge40.23, Fe#5) noteth it as a reproachfull blemiſh in men © as in Pha- 
raos chiefe Butler, who did not remember Toſeph, but for. 
atc him : and in the Leapers, to whom our Saviour Chriſt 
Eut7.117 (1, But where are the nine? 12 hath pleaſed God, the 
 erver and diſpoſer of all ws , to enable and move your 
Honours to be both free-harted,aud open-handed ; and as not 
Ruth 2.20. C24ſintg to do good to the living aud to the dead , fo to love 
Luke 7.5 ſ#ndry of our nation (1 meane of our function) as both my 
felfe and others can initly teftifie : which if 1 for my part 
F - ſhould not freely acknowledge , 1 might truly ſay with the | 
Ly 0241s. aforenamed Pharaos Butler, I call to mind my fault this 
£6 © day. Amone#t ſundry other your honorable favonrs on me 
Ye * conferred,I carnot without forgetting and blaming my ſelfe, 
THe. paſſe by thoſe which I receruca from you ,, as alſo (good Ma- 
- FAY dams) from your good Lady Mother, the rieht Honorable 
=o _ and vertuous the Lady Anne Harrigton, when it pleaſed 
God ſo neere unto death to viſit me(by which your Chriſtian 
kiudneſſes manifefted both by word and ated, I was not only 
= - refreſhed, but as it were revived) which wiſuation and re- 
> 2M  Covery, as 1 truft 1 ſhall never forget, ſo together with the re. 
F223  membrance thereof, 1 continually call to minde (otherwiſe 
_ ſhould 1bemoſt vnthankefull) the dayly and manifold car- 
=  tefies wherewith it pleafed your Honers at that time towiſit 
; if me.'Thewvich I am the more bo'd by your Honors patience 
x to mention, becauſe then 1 perceived there was nothing in 
= { yaur Honors houſe, that was either tos mach or too deere, 
Prov.23.6. mAiCH was 101 for my wſe, and that not with an evill eye, | 
or in any ſparing ſort, but both in bountifull manner, and 
_. withhononrable, both ſpecches and meſſages. So that I may 

= = rruly ſay, for the heeding and cheriſhing, which from you at 
T - Uhattime(when Death Gods Searggamt had as it were ſeizcd 
_= 2 #3 :2;had not the merciful indoe Wk, world reprived me) 
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TO THE GENTLE 
Reader. 


1 Ourteorn and chriflian Reader; Iconfeſſe, that 
I} io pubbſh a Tranſlation , ts no more , then what 
5x) || 945 bee perfourmed by a Grammar Scholler : 4s 
[a= | wherem mdced ts ſhewed more induftrie then In 
| vention. Tet I pray thee lend me heremthy chas 
[ESTIRE—D AH ritable conceit and Chriftian affettion , together 
with thy friendly acceptance of that , which with an vpright minde, 

- ajhing at the glory of God, and at thy good, I doe here tender unto - 

thee. eAnd for this (mall worke, I pray thee, be ke minded, as the A 

Apoſtle was, for the matter of preaching : which though tt were by _, 

ſome perfourmed of contention, and by others of love ; yet he therem py, @ © 

zojed, becauſe Chriit was flill preached. In like manner, ſo that God 18, 5 

; be glorified, and his Church edified, whether it bee primarily by the - 

dee pe meaitations of ſame, or ſecondarily by the painefull tranſlaticn B: 

of others, reioyce, and thanke Ged init. Forit ts inthe edifymg and | 2 

| 


building of the (hurch of God, as in an earthly houſe or building, 
wherem every flone is not a carved or corner flone,but ſome are vy= 
bewen, and fillers, ( as they call them ) which, though they appears 
not ; jet are they neceſſarily of the building : So 18 tt herein; ſome 4 
labours are more excellent, and ſome more meane , yet both tending Eph.2.14. | 4 
to the repayring of the Saints, and for the edification of the bodie of © © | 
(rift. That which mooved my ſelfe and another, whoiomed with 
me in this ſmailworke, was the worth andexcellency of the Treatiſe 
z ſeife : u not being a frivoloua or vnprofitable Pamphlet, but a 4 
worke very well beſeeming ſuch a reverend and learned Author, as x 
wherem us contayned ſtrong and ſornd aoftrine,to furniſh thee with Fi 
knowledge and indgement againſt the common Aduer/ary : as allo 
very ſweet and comfortable points, ts comfort thy conſcience,againſt 
thoſe ſame ftirong temi(ifietions of Sathan concerning the aſſanits of 
affidence or difiruit. On theſe two heads eſpecially , dependeth the ; a 
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| To the Reader, 


watter and ſubieft of thi booke : -whichsf it pleaſe thee to peruſe, 
thou ſhalt finde init no doubt , matter to thine edifying and content- 
ment. Wehave taken this paynes, for the good and benefae of thoſe, 
which underfland it not m the tongue wherein u was written : but 
for «thers, it ſhall be beſt for thems, if they pleaſe, toreage ut m the 
Origmall wherein t was writtenz, 4s where wacea ut hath the bet 
grace, both by meanes of the elegam ſlyle and compoſition thereof], 
«4 alſo becauſe there are ſundry termes and word: of Arte which can 
baraly be familiarly expreſſed or reſolved by nr 1410me or aralett. 
Thu,1 ſay, gentle R eader have we.by the Lords aſſiiiance,both at= 
tempted and atchievedy mregardof the goodneſſe of the Treatiſe: 
and a good thing , themore common and vniver/all it w, the more 
commendable andthe better it is, The ſame reaſon; which dowrge, 
that the holy Scriptures ſhould be written in a knowne tongue , doe 
likewiſe proportionally enforce , that drvine and godly Treatiſes vp= 
on ſeverall paſſages and places of Scripture, ſhould be made famitar 
wnto the unlearned and common people, as whereb _ may be the 
better enabled to wnderfland the Scriptures, and r4 tobe furthered 
.. Smrtheir Salvation. So that if thou cenſure the tranſlating of ſuch 
Anthozrs , thouwilt very eaſily drawe ypen thee the blemiſh and 
ſufÞition of Popery it ſelfe. Thou muFt not thinks , gentle Reader, 
that the Lord would haveit to be amongft vs now, as hee humſeſfe 


| Gen, 11.7. 


language was [o confounded, that they perceyved not one anothers 
SZ ſpeech, but that God would have it ſo to bem his Church now , 4s 
FAQs 2.13. that everyman ſhould ſay, Wee heard them ſpeake,in our owne 
4 language, the wonderfull works of God. But 1tru#?, 1/rall not 
2 weede to make excuſe for this our ſmall labour, but rather preſume 
of thy loving and friendly acceptance thereof: whereof per/wading 
my ſelje, I commend thee to the tuition of the almighty ; promiſing 


an unknowne tongue or language , as that ether my ſelfe or the 
Church, may by thy good meanes come unto the ſweete kernell of a- 
7 good Treats/e, Iwould give to God the glory, and to thee thy due 


vpright rule [et downe by our Saviour Chrift : Whatſoever yee 
would that men ſhould doe vnte you ,,gven fo docyou vnto 


ear. them: for thisis the Law andthe Prophets, 
: Co : Kt | FS» 0 \ 


o * o 6 4 


Farewell. 


cauſed it to be amongſt them which built the tower of Babel, whoſe 


thee, that if thow wilt by thy good endevours , ſo breake the ſhell of 


' prajſe. And ſo Idoubt net but that thowwilt watke according to that 
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The ſummarie Contents of this 
Golden Chayne. 


þ Ig confifteth mans eternall happinefſe, or everlaſting woe. 
Chap... Fol.r. 
The five linkes of this Chayne, are, r. Gods forcknowledee, 
| &. his predeſtination, z. his calling of men, 4. his iuſtifying them, 5. his 
glorifying them. Chap.2. Fol.q. 
That God exerciſeth thoſe whom he calleth in continuall afflition, 
thereby ro conforme them to the image of his Sonne. Chap. 3. Fol.g. 
How many wayes the forcknowledge of God may be taken; and the 
pie thereof, Chap. 4. Fol.12, | 
Diſtinion berwixt predeftination and forcknoywledge, and of hoyy 
many degrees it conliſteth. Chap.s. Fol.18, nu 
Of Adams fall,and Gods foreknowledge therein. Chap.s6. Fol.23. 
The cauſegof predeſtination : the definition thereof : and difference be- 
ewixt it and Godsprovidence,, Chap.7. Fol.34. 
4 ow divers kinds of predeſtination, and properties ofcleion. Chap.8. 
01.40. | | 
EleCion, whereon dependeth ſalyation,, is the chiefe found1tion of a 
Chriſtians faith. Chap.s. Fol.43. | SN 
Of Gods wonderfull mercie mixed with his iuſtice. Chap.10: Fol.49. 
Gods free mercie is the true cauſe of Eletion. Chap. 11, Fol. 54. 
. The Papiſts fon, of faith and good workes foreſeene ,. contuted, 
Chap. 12. Fol.6z. 
The: horrible offence of the Papiſts,touching faith and good workes 
foreſccene,by vnanſwerable arguments confuted. Chap.13s Fok 71. 
The proprieties of Ele&tion. The faith of the Ele&. vamoveable. 


on .14. Fol. 8g. 
The Conſciences of the EleQ are by this dotrine ſtrengthened moſt 
Kedfaſtly. Chap. 15. Fol. 94: | | 
| _ ſtrong comforts of the Ele& touching their ſalvation. Chap. 18, 
Fol.98. | | | | | 
F Ihe do&rine of EleQion, is moſt neceflary to falyation. Chap. 17: 
” Fol.103. | 
Godis debter to: no man, therefore hee may ſave or damne whom it 
pleaſeth him. Chap.18. Fol. 119. | 
| The reprobate have not to blamg God, bur their oyyne fannes, for their 


> damnation. Chap.19, Fol. 126; ,. 
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_ Thatthe Ele& cannorbecome reprobares, nor the reprobates ever be 


borrible damnation of the reprobate turneth to the goqd of the 
Chap.20. Fol.137. 


eleted. Chap.21.Fol.142. - -. F: hs 

In reprobation of the more parte, Gods great iuſtice appeareth as in 
—__ the fewer, Gods infinite mercy; And how men ſhould examine 
themſelyes. Chap.23. Fol. 147. | 1 

How many things neceflary to be knoyyne in the dorine of EleRion, 
Chap.2z. Fol.152. | =E : © 

A paſlage from predeſtination ynto vocation, as from the cauſe to the 
effet. And how diverfly vocationis vnderſtood Chap. 24. fol. 159. 
_ The Papilts confuted touching mans ſtrength : and how farre free yill 
extendeth, Chap 25.Fo].171. =: 

Of free Iuſtificarion knowne by Vocation : and what it is to be iuſtifie 


| ed, after thephraſe of the Goſpel, Chap 26.Fol.182. 


What thing Iuſtification is : with the three properties thereof. Chape 


cr 27.Fol.191. 


What benefites come through Tufttfication by faith : and to whom the 
ſame doe properly appertaine. Chap.,z8.Fol.z07. 

Hovy to amend ourcorrupt nature, and torcfſtore the Image of God in 
man. Chap.zg.Fol.z10. _ , 

The obedience of the Godly, though vnperfeR , is accepted of God. 
The meaning and true vſe of good workes. Chap.3o. Fol 223. 

| Why God accepteth of the vnperfe& workes of his EleQ , and calleth 
his owne free gift, our revvard. Chap.z1.Fol.233. 

The great commodiies,both publike and private, comming by the ſtu- 
dious care of good workes. That the Proteſtants doc not” reic& good 
workes, Chap.32.Fol.244- Es #aaLb3) 

y >. args is begun in this life, though voperfeRly:and without itis 
no Salyation, To whom it belongeth. Chap.zz.Fol.z51. 

By what bands the Ele& are vnited to God : by what fignes they are 
knowen, and how afured of Salvation. Chap. 34.Fol.25s5. | 

The effe&s and benefites of Predeſtination, Chap.zy.Fol.36z. 

Howthe Linckes of rhis Chayne muſt be conſidered, and hoy vnſepa- 
able they are, = San 265... | 

The world ſhal fade away,but thegifts of this Chayne are everlaſting, 

Chap.3z7.Fol.268. £7 | | | 
effeAs of EleRion and of reprobation are contrary. What bene= 
ktes of God commen to both, and what not:and Gods iudgement tout- 
_ vnckangeable, Chap.z8.Fol.270. | be.to7 
The Conclution, exkorting to linceritie of life. - Chap.3g.Fol.273. 
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Chayne of Salyation, 


- Conteyning and opening all the cauſes thereof: 
. and orderly reckoning vp and diſplaying all Gods benefits * 


that come ynto vs by theeternalleleRion through Cunxrsr, 
out of the words of S.Paule,Rom 8. verſe 29. t& 30. 
For thoſe whome G o Þ kneyy X 
before, Kc. Os 47 $8 


IF. 


The Proeme , ſhewing , wherein both the eternal happines 
and miſery of max conſifteth : and ſo way is made unto the 
preſent buſines that 6in hand, Cunv.t. 


F &N FR S there'is nothing thatcan happen toaman 
UGYANY be defired, or more comfortabls iz 
{ANDY morctobe deſired, ormorecomfortabls in 
'\ Oy AW this miſcrable life ; then for him--well-and 

CASE Ny. plainly to know the true God, and his due 

THone=wvorhip: ſo can there nothing befall him 

moretmiſcrableor hurtfull, then for him tobe ignorant of 

the true God,and his due worſhip. And as nothing can 
more e&ffectually retoyce the heart of man, then good 

hope andian yncorrupted conſcience (for in agood con- 

ſcience God himſelfeliveth, and in it Chriſt dwelleth, 

4 and worketh by his power vnto cternall life) ſo alſo is 


Ee Emre, 


-  .therenothing that more diſturbeth a man;Gr more ſharp- 
* UYy tormenteth ith, then anevilland a deſperate conſci- 
.- ence, (for in 1t Sathan-hath-the chiefeſt place, -andinit 
- rulethand worketh powerfully vntoerernall deſtruction) + $8 
-- wherefore every matoughtdayly through the courſe _ ” 
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whatmeanes he may be reconciled to Godagaine,and fo 
... befreed from the ſlavery and tyranny of the Devill. 

© Whickthart he may attaine vnto, he muſt labour and 
ſtrive to cometothe true way to know God,and the pro- 


cauſes of the attayning of ſalvation. The former of 


ich he ſhall ind in Gods word alone, and the latter, in 
' his goodnes only. For, looke what things ſocver God 
would have knowne of man heere, concerning his good 
- andacceptable will, thoſe things hath he moſt plentitully 
and lively expreſſed and manifeſted in his word contey- 
ned in the bookes of the Prophets and Apoſtles. And that 
mn ſuch ſort, as that God himſelfe will preciſely be ac- 
knowledged ſuch a-one,and ſo be worſhipped,as he is re- 
vealed in his Goſpell. They therefore do attribute duc 
honour and glory vnto God,who do acknowledge him 
to be ſuch aone, and ſerve him in ſuch manner onely, 
'as the holy Ghoſt hath ſet him forth in the holy Goſpell 
of our Saviour. But whoſoever have a minde to worſhip 
and acknowledge God otherwiſe then he hath manife- 
Ned himſelfe in his word,they do, not only {warve from 
"rhe nght way to ſalvation, but alſo ſeeke God without 
God, and frame ynto themſelves a vayne idoll in ſteed 
of the trueand living God, and enter into an intricate la- 
borinth, whereout they ſhall neyer finde ifſue, bur eft- 
ſoones' come to- naught, and vrterly periſh-in their er- 
| rours.”/ +4 | | -T2 F1= 41 | 
Furthermore, although God in his erernall eſſence 
and mateſty be infinite, and conteyned in no one natu- 
tall place, nor can' be comprehended and perfectly 
khowne of any cteature, eyther'czleſtiall or terreſtriall, 
(forberweene athing infinite;and a thing finite, theres 
no ptoportion) yer notwithſtandinghe hath ſo lively and 
ey BY manifeſtly 
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waycs with a deepe and ſerious cogitation,to conſider by 


* 
y* 
= 


** manifeſtly declared, and layd open his wonderfull good. 
* nes towards man in his ſonne, and in his merites, thatno 


| his Sonne to be their Redeemer and Saviour, they do 
' not onely ſee the ſecrets, and as it were theopen breaſt 


. them'to favour agayne, and by the power of his ſpirit, 


- lively faith. And to conclude, by his mighty power he 


. as God in his heavenly Maicfty and mighty: power is 
” invincible, | 
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man (except he be altogither an infidell and an alient 

from God) can doubtotf it, For God hath ſent his onel 

begotten Sonne our Lord Ieſus Chriſt into this world, 1».3.16. 
that in him he might give vnto vs true wiſedome and 
rightcouſnes, true holynes and redemption. Whoſo- z 
ever therefore do truly acknowledge and freely confeſle ;.cor.r.30.: } 


3:4" 
% _— 
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of God layd open vnto them, but alfo, ſhall have him 
their mercifull and loving Father, who otherwiſe is a 
ſeveare and terrible Indge, and may be asſure and cer- 
tayne of their ſalvation (if they perſwade themſelves 
and belceve that God is conſtant and true in his word 
of promiſe) as if they did ſenſibly and fully: enioy it al- 
readye. For Chriſt by his bloud which was ſhead vpon 
thealtare of the Croſſe, hath ſet them free from the 
power and {lavery of the Divell, and God hath taken 


hath renewed and reformed them, and drawne-them 
to Chriſt, and planted them in him by a true and a 


doth. ſhield and defend them againſt all the deceits and 
aſſaults of the Devill. Whoſoever therefore goe about 
to overthrow and deſtroy them, muſt firſt overcome -/ 
God himſclfe : and ſeeing that he can be. vanquiſhed 
of none, therefore their ſalvation is ſo ſure and firme, 


worke, with a briefe declaration 
ea. CHAP.L2; 


| n.And although the caufcs of Salvation 
lo offer themſelves: heere and there in many. places both 
pf the old and new Teſtament; which do-plainiely and 

-.. »- Fdiſtinaly enough declare, and ſubſtantially inforce all 


-parts of this happines : yetamonglt all others that 
eto the Romanes'eſpeciallypleaſed me, and ſee- 
; for this: ſe. For that place: conteyneth 

Ee there 


- -- _ crit gooanes, they among all others are grieved/and 
© = atficted with theſe miſcties : for the children of God 
> 0e..a long and..gricvaus wartefare, 
op: > betore they can come to the atta ning of victory and 

. "IF mumph . Therefore ? th them to the ex- 
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Fa 
T \ of Salvation. 
cellent and heavenly glory, by an yneaſy, and an-igno. 
minious: croſſe . So; that the ' Apoſtle! heere-tearmeth 
this grievous croſle , continuall perſecutions, all man- 
ner of reproaches and rebukes, and all other injuries 
and misfortunes.by- the name of the ſhape or image of 
. Chriſt, becauſe the elet muſt indure' them patiently 
' as long as they live, even'as Chriſt hath indured them. 
Therefore although it was the Apoſtles purpoſe, to ex- 
- hort the godly to an invincible patience , and an vn- 
 daunted perſeverance, that being ſuſteyned with a cer- 
tayne hope and conſtant aſſurance, they ſhould wayt 
for an happy iſſue out of all theyr miſeries; yet not- 
| withanding he layes open the true fountaynes and , 
| ſprings, from whence falvation flowes- and ſprings 
Hor, and ſets .downe the fyrſt cauſes. from whence 
. is derived, poynting at them as it were with his 
finger. 
And ſurely in every word of that place, there is 
; not onely great importance. and fingular grace, but 
alſo the words themſelves are for the moſt part com- 
| pleatand pericdt oracles, and conteyne in them whole 
+ ſentences . I have thought good therefore briefly to 
- runne' over, and compendiouſly - to expound them. 
But before I ſet-vpon the expoſition of the words, 
the order and courſe of 'the cauſes of Salvation muſt 
ſeriouſly be weighed and conſidered. For the cauſes in 
-* regardoftheir coherence are raunged and diſplayed by 
. Saint Paw/e by a moſt divine skill, and amoſt exquiſite 
and logicall methode. For in- the firſt place he ſetteth 
- downe the foreknowledge of God, as the firſt and ſo- 
. veraigne cauſe. Then he proceedes vnto predeſtination, 
 &:beingnext to that; Next he turneth his courſe and 
- manner of reaching to the effects of both theſe, as 
” B 3 wo. 
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T he golden Ehayne 
to'the ſubordinate” and ſecond cauſes: For" God' by 
his foreknowledge foreſawe all' things: from” before all 
beginnings. Nothing is exempt from this foreknow. 
ledge of God, but all things, and every one thing is 
contayned and comprehended in” that, 
T® Aer this,” hee deſcendeth from” this generall and 
common fore-knowledge of 'God ;  as' from a large 
and ynlimited voyce vnto predeſtination, as vnto a 
more ſpeciall kinde included in this fore-knowledge, 


3 


and ſo hee proceedes from a generality , vato a more 


certayne and particular kind. | | 

For the forecknowledge (as in the larger fignification 
it is taken for his providence) is Gods eternall decrce, 
by which! he determined to make the world, and all 
that is therein',” and to make his glory-manifeſt vnto 
- rea'onable creatures, namely , vnto men and Angels, 
by the governement of the things which hee- had 
mage. + SUP 01 NPDE11,” 
:'*- But'predeſtination 'chiefely is referd''and-reſttey- 
ned 'vnto 'mankinde, which God bypredeſtination! hath 
divided into two kindes of men ,-ſo that of his owne 
ſole and*vndeſerved grace he hath choſen fone from 
eternitie,, whom He would make his heyres in Chrif, 
and bririg to' everlaſting ſalvation "and hath appoyn- 
red other ſome vnto everlaſting puniſhment" and de- 
ſtrudion, to the which alſo he brings them by his iuſt 
indgement from their ownedeſerts.- Then the' Apoſtle 
proceedeth vnto the ſubordinate cauſes/ of Falvativn, 
andſheweth by what mearies and degtets, the ele on 
the one {idecome to eternal Jife, and the reprobare on 
theotherfideare brought-to efernall torments, as here- 
Gn declaration hereof ſhall clearely:and:plainely 


Further- 
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-.}Furthermorealfo, Ithinke this worthy the obſerving, 
to ſhew' in: what-order ;Saint Pax/e:hath diſpoſed and 
placed'the.: cauſes of Salvation in reſpe&tof time. And 
ke hath digeſted them with ſuch arte and method, as 
that he hath divided: them into: three: diſtin& differen- 
ces: of times; For, certayne of them do farre:ſurpaſſe 
and exceede all- tranſitory times ,.as: Gods foreknow-. 
ledge and predeſtination : theſe two. cauſes of Salyati- 
on were from eternity appoynted of God: without any 
beginning. Certayne of them! are made-and-temayne 
in time, and in'theſe {ſucceeding ages, as vocation and 
tuſtification : the former of which is wrought by the 
outward preaching of Gods word, and the inward 
working of the holy ſpirit in the heart and will of man 
and the latter is, gotten..and beſtowed ypon' man, by 
the bnely merites and power of Chriſt his paſſion, So 
theſe two: cauſes. doe ariſe in this life, and in ourage. 
Certayne: of them are mixt, ſo that partly they are 
wrought-in this life, partly in the time to. come after: 
this life, as' namely. they which are begun heere and 
finiſhed there , as glorification, and thoſe things that 
depend thereof. 

This glorification conſiſteth in the+true image. of 
God, andthe conforming of: our will with his'will; 
And this imageof God and-faſhioning of our will with: 
his will, arifeth and ſpringeth from: true-and-effectuall 
regeneration . And regeneration beginneth-in this life 
preſently. vpon our vocation, and is-increaſed-and con-. 
tinued through the whole courſe of our; life; vatill at 
thelaſt itbe rhroughly conſummated and finiſhed inan 
other lite. 

Therfare theſe inferior & ſecond cauſesare asit wercer- 
taine means & interpold degrees,by which the holy __ 
L Ba: 
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: The golden Chiyne 
of God, by his eternall counſell, are brought to the full 


>offeflion and fruition of everiaſting| life and falvati- 
on, as heercafter ſhall be ſhewed in the handling of 
them. abt 145 
In the next place, theſe cauſes do as aptly agree to- 
gether betweene themſelves \in their order and pla- 
cing, as the links of any chayne, ſothatno one of them 
can be moved out of his place, but the whole rancke 
and order of them will be broken, and fall to nothing. 


The order therefore and placing of theſe cauſes, is in 


the manner of a golden and princely Chayne, whoſe 
linkes hang together fo artificially and workemanlike, 
that not one linke can be taken away without the brea- 
king of the whole Chayne. And this Chayne 1s no- 
thing elſe bur an cxcellent glaſſe of Gods goodnes and 
mercy (for :the holy Ghoſt hath made and linked ro- 
ther this Chayne, of the beſt and chiefeſt of Gods 
benefits) and it is the higheſt: honour and incredible 


_ glory of Gods children, with which they are beantified 
1n'this life, and ſhall be crowned like Kings in that life 


ernall which is to come, and ſhall ſhine more bright 
then the Sunne it ſelfe in his chiefeſt glory. And to 
conclude, this 'Chayne is as it were a golden and celc- 
ſtall hooke, wwherewith the 'Sonne of God letting ir 
downe from heaven, draweth his ele& from our this 
world, as out of a raging and tempeſtuous ſea, and 
bringeth them into his heavenly and everlaſting reſt, 
as intoan harbor moſt ſafe from the danger. of any 
ſtorme,” and into a'moſt pleaſant place of refreſhing 


and freedome from all miſerics. 


: Laſtly,the Linkes of this Chayne, are in number five, 
in-every"of which , what ,andhowe great benefites of 
B > oY God 


==, 


Fits 's 


 Godareconteyned and includedin thedeclaration here- 
© of,ſhallhereafterbeſhewed. © = 
Theſe thinges I thought good for certayne cauſes to 
ſctdowne, as ſomebricte and compendious Preface, be- 
fore I would handle the expoſition of the words :; which 
now beeing finiſhed:, I doe betake ei 1 to 
thoſe thinges, whichas yet remayneto bee handledand 
diſcufed. [52% N | 
Now the holy 'Spirite vouchlafe to bee preſent with 
me; by his holy inſpiration and direction, 'and to guide 
me, thatam to ſpeake of ſueh high and hidden Myſteries 
of Heavenly thinges, andfoinlightenand direct my yn- 
derſtanding . by his bright-ſhining Light \, "that thoſe 
_ things which ſhallbeſpoken concerning the chicteſt Ar- 
ticles of Chriſtian Fayth , and Principles of Religion, . 
may be ſo ſpoken of me, that they may tendeto the Ho- 
nour and' glory of God, and the edification and pro- . 
firof my brethren. / - | | | 
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That GOD doth exerciſe hu with continuall affiidt- 
ons , for their amendement ana health, and 
makes them conformeable to the Image of his 
Sonne, in affliction here, «ndin the life to come in 
glory. Cuap. 3. ringer nrogts 


teat. M— a ——_— 2 aca 
— Ls 


——_4 


Irſt , wee muſt vnderſtand , that Saint Pax/es purpoſe 
was, ſtrongly to comfort the Faythfull, and to rayſe 
them 
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- them' vp/in- Hope; /leſt-they-ſhould berfaynt-hearted, 
and fall into Deſperation, by. reaſon of their.infirmities, 
and-dayly flippes; without? which they-cannor live : as 
alſo by reaſon-of any kinde-of calamities and mileries , 
ro-which-they are daylyiſubie&t and/afflited . Which 
that | hee might througlly-confirme!,;-and-evidently 


proove-byſubſtanciall'caufes: and reatons hee: ſettes 


forth the moſt conſtant and vnchangeable Will of God, 
and” his moſt" favourable/and- wondertull Goodneſic 
and Mercye-towardes'the /Faythfull/,,as a molt ſtrong 
_ and invincible:Bulwarke ianbRocke- of /Defence:;:and 
-brings this! foorth as a ſtrong, and-vnretiſtable Argu- 
ment , that GOD the: Father 'of Mercy, : doth wy. 
lingly and. cafily: forgive: the weake-falles: of| his Cbil. 
this Life; are nothing elſe, then: Gods fatherly Corre- 
Rion.,'and- wholeſome | Chaſticements// Andi:there- 
fore hee ſendeth affliftions to his Children, that they 


might knowe theyr ſ{innes, and knowing them, might | 


deteſtthem, and-ſecke and have remedy forthem;--tr-his 
more then Fatherly Compaſſion. 'Therefere G O D 
correQeth and beateth his Children with one Rodde or 
other, to the intentthat hee might better them, and hee 
bettereth-thenn; tothe intentthat hee might ſave them. 
Wherefore", tothisende and purpoſe doth. hee chaſtiſc 
andexerciſchis Children with theſe-outward afflictions, 
aswith-aFarherly-Correction,:that they might learne to 
hate theyr inward ſinnes, and abhortethem;, and declinc 


from them. By how much therefore hce ſendeth more | 


andgreater atflitionsw them in this Life , by ſo much 
the more doth he declare and ſhew-himſelfe to = careful! 
of theiramendement and Salvation. For ſuch is the ſlug- 
_ gilhneſſeand ſtabburmeſſe of mans Nature ,-that vnlefic 
tbe ſubducd andbrought vnder, by ſundry and hard af 

£3745; fictions, 
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* : " of Salvation. =! 
 flictions, itwill not ad:nowledge her finnes and wicked- 
neflſe, nor defiſt from them.” © 
By this'meanes, G O D'indeede doth declare, thathe 

hath'greater care 'of their Salvation', then they them- 
ſelves: becauſe hee not onely drawes them, and invites 
- tham'to his Favour, being asit were vnwilling,and ſtrug- 
- ling-agaynſt him , by his morethen Father-like voyce, 
ſounding in the Goſpell; but alfo he awakens them with 
ſharpe CorreQtions, and terrible threatnings and forceth 
"and eompelleththem'to flye tohis Mercie. Behold how 
great Gods goodnes 8& mercy is'towards tniſerable man, 
in that he had rather of his owne aboundant Grace fave 
him; than for mans ſinne, though never ſo great and hor- 
ible to condemne him.” Hee therefore that. doth nor 
-weigttandthinkeof hisafflictions, tothis ende, and with 
this Meditation;'isſcarcea Chriſtian, neyther hath'hee 
/as yet much profited'in Gods Schoole , nor in the diſci- 
pline ofthe Croſſe. UI 
+  Paulthetefore from this Chayne of Gods benefites, 
doth ſabſtantially proove;'and ſoundly conclude, that 
the godlyare:not reieted/of 'G OD: for theirinfirmi- 
ties and {lippes : becauſe thatthis is the nature of God, 
and this is the office of Chriſt, that hee blotteth and 
wipettrout-thefmnesofins-Children;-ſo-that-not-the 
leaſt remaynder of them ſhould remayne vncancelled. 
And ther agayne, our of this'very ſame. Chayne, hee 
clearely prooveth and \concludeth, :that 'the godly are 

-nor' ſeparated; hor awwithdrawne'from 'G:O D by any 

; miſeries and afflictions, ha many /or- how oreat {0- 

- ever they bee, eſpecially ſeeing that theſe calamities are 
- not onely as ladders and-firgrifes-fert-vp into-heaven, 
-_ but alſo ſeeing theſe calamitics are nothing elſe, but 
_- Golds loving tatffes and correftions'mmdias it were, 
© certayne heavenly Harimers; vder which; the godly,as 
= | it 


it were vnder Gods Anvile, are prepared and fitted for * 
that heavenly glory and life eternall. | 
Saint Paw therefore intendeth to comfort the weake 4] 
dbacillcmtinces of the godly,and to eaſcand af. | ”= 
(wage theirafAiQtions with this Meditation, namely, that | , 
God forthe Bowels of his Compaſſion, is naturally moſt |, 
3 zeady to forgive, and freely remitte the finnes of them © 
= thatrepent.. Next, that the trouble and affliftions of this _ *: xc 
3 life, which men ſuffer for the confeſſion and defence ** C 
of Gods heavenly 'Trueth , are -no{ignes of Gods ha- it 
tred, but much rather moſt certayne teſtimonies and * þ 
infallible tokens of his Love and Favour. The Apoſile _ && 
therefore perſivadeth every godlyman, and exhorteth 7 -- 
them all,:to put on: the Armour! of Chriſtian Warre- '- 
fare ,and palle the Courſe and-Race of this Lite, man. |. 
1997 faythfully reſiſting the ſundry. fleightes of | 
and - the manifolde iniuries of. this fovjen | 
Worlde , and faythfully and conſtantl {i 
Crofle of Chriſt :: Beeing\ ſtayed; vp»with this Hop ay s 
-and fortified with this - tx egy s thatin that Crofl: ; 
..of Chriſt , there is: Beit Vieworno., and cter _enal 1 
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N Ove remay net cha according to ihe abilitic of - 
my witte; and to'the Mmaniurd of the gilts of EMS, : 


Þ and diligently weigh and conſider 

+ the beginning , wt nhemid 

| ende. 
| . The ct Lincke therefore- of Paules Chayne., is, 
b. > the Foreknowledge of God; : but: leaſt the anbiguitic 
- of the word ſhould. deceyve any man, and cauſe him 


hat in-the 


conf 


” God is raken two manner-of wayes , for ſometimes 


: both the fignifications I thought x to ſpeake a few 
- things. 

The. fore-knowledge of - God, taken generally , is 
no other img 7 then _ mols: rofound and- immea- 


which were _ font the-: | pinning of the 
=> ptr yin now done, or whit hereafter ſhall 
tion not: onely to thoſe 
ar alr cad y.done, Or doth 

alſo to all thoſe thi 


4 now, Str ev-an lt doe: 
"which altthe Creatures 


- Neyther doth-it belong onelynto- the- outward cn- 
devours and woorkes which Ire. and fall outin the 
fight of man , but it hath-relational the moſt ſe- 
cret: affections and corners of our heart Sz t0-Qurpryvi- 
= eſt conſultations ,:and to-our-maſting ard; and hidden 
> thoughts. Forastheeſſence of Godir his maicſtie,is alto= 
gether infinite,andſpread through.and aboveallthinges; 
: Sois his Fore-knowledgealfoaltogether: incomprehenſi- 
+ ble, which ſtretcheth it ke thr nd bey: 
-} andalwayes ſaw perfeRtly fromthe. beginning. all thinges 
Ho contained 


Yromile in 


' to erre, wee muſt knowe: that the fore-knowledge of 


© it is'vſed generally , and ſometimes particularly... Of 


_ The golden Chayne Y 
contained in them, as if they lay preſent before his eyes, * 


boththings paſt and thin 
ſo taken, as if Ithought that the diſtances and differences | 
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and fore-ſaw and knew them 
fore nothing, whether gooc 
come, can e{cape this fore-knowledgeof God. 


cfore they were. There. 


And whereas I ay, that the fore-knowledge of God, 


did from before the beginning fore-ſce and fore-know, 
preſent, I would not have it 


of times were to beattributed vnto him by time paſt, and 
time to come : but that all things which have beene crea- 
ted and made in heavenand in earth , and which thall bee 
createdand made ynto the end of the world , are preſent 
before God,and ſo preſent,asthat heſeeth and beho[deth 
all and every of them,notas by an imagination, but truely 
and before his eyesindeede. Things paſt therefore, and 
things to come , have alwayes beene in Gods fight , as 
thinges preſent , and fo ſhall ever remaine; So that all 
things,whether things paſt, or things to come,are preſent 


to Gods fore-knowledge, yea, and fopreſent, as that nei. . 


ther things paſt;are paſt, nor things to come, are to.come 
vnto him. 'So theſe differences of times, have relation 
and ought to bee applyed ynto the creatures, and not to 
God himſelfe. Wherefore, whereas thinges paſt, and 


things to come areattributed vnts Gods fore-knowledge, 


it is not in the reſpe& of God himſelfe;as if theſe or thoſe 


{paces and diſtances of times fell out in him; bur itis in re- | 


pect of the things themſelves, which cannot bee made 
knowne and.applyed vnto the creatures , without ſome 
certayne order and ſucceſſion of times. This is the firſt 
fignification or acceptation of the: fore-knowledge of 
God, which, as it forcſaw and knew all things from be- 
fore the beginning, it-is called the Wiſedome of God: 
andas it doth orderanddefigneallthings to their proper 


God 
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good or badde, whether paſt orto 


ende, itis called his Providence. So what thinges ſocver | 
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' Andletthis ſuffice to be ſpoken ofthe general fore-know- 
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God hath foreſeene from eternitie, they areall certayne, 


: 2nd cannorfall outnor be otherwiſe, then hee hath moſt 


wiſely ordcined. Therefore, as God intimebeginneth to 
know nothing, which hee fore-ſawnotforever : Soalſo 
doth heenothing in time, which heedid not fore-ſeeand 
decree,that hee would doe from before beginnings. For 
God doth nothing by a neweor ſudden Will, but doth 
and willeth all things by his-conſtant and eternall Will. 


ledge of God ; Now a few things remaine to be ſpoken 


- of his particufar fore-knowledge. 


The particular Fore.knowledge: of God, is takenfor 
the favourable affection of his everlaſting Love,by which 


| he fore-knew his Ele& from everlaſting , and ſeparated 
: them fromthereſt, and loved them, and that with a great 
and incredible Love. For this word of ſeeing and know. 
ing in the phraſe and propriety of the Hebrew tongue, 


doth oftentimes ſignific the approbation of ſome thing, 


and aready and favorable affeftion and good liking to- 
wards it. Of this Paw ſpeaketh properly,whenas he ſaith, 
T hoſe whom be knew b:fore,thoſe alſo hath he predeſtinate. 


This knowledge of the eternall Fore-knowledge of 


' God, is notonely very profitable for vs, but alſo moſtne. 
.ceſfary and comfortable, that we may know, thatnothing 
-can be hidde from, or eſcape Godseyes , butthatall and 
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;every thing, even the greateſt with theleaſt, and the leaſt 
.with the greateſt, as well internall as external], lie tnanifeſt 
,and open in the ſight of God. Theſe things ought:toin- 
+ſtru& vs in the feare of God,and keepe vs inthe ſamie;that 
+weeſhouldnot thinke or doeany thing, that might dil- 
*pleaſe him , or be contrary to his good liking. Andthis 
<eare of God, being gathered from his fore-knowledge, 
:Oughtto bee vntq vs in ſtead: of aBridle, by which wee 
-ſhouldbe bridled and withdrawne fromall evill , ſo that 
N WC 


x, 9, 
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NE. | The golden Chayne —_—_ 
weſhnldfeare nothing more;then tooffend God by our 
wickedneſſe; which is ſo terrible, fo tuſt and ſoſeverea ar 
Revenger of cvill. Forthereis this relation betwcene his m1 
anger andourſinnes, that finne can no ſooner be com; hi 
mitted of vs;butwe binde our {elves as with anobligation - kr 
-orhandwriting, given vnto God, vnto condigne puniſh. hi 
amentfor the ſaine. Thereforeif we ſhallbe bold and ha w 
Ry tocommit finne,God alſo himlelfe, the iuſt Iundgeand Je 
Avenger of all wi ckednefle, isready furniſhed and armed © in 
avith his greatand dreaded: Power to-puniſh vs: ſo thati hi 
is as poſſible, that God.ſhould ceaſeto be God, as that he n1 
-ſhouldleaveſinnc vapuniſhed ; excepritbe redreſſed by . tl 
'trueand hearty repentanceand amendment of lite. A. tt 
'gayne, the dayly remembrance of phis fore-knowledgeo! tl 
:God, will be as itwere;a{harpegoade vntovs, that bcing n' 
awakened by it, ve may'beſcech Gods Maieſtie with our = b! 
ferventprayers, thathe-would vouchſate by the power of h 
his ſpirite, to turne our hearts and willesaway from all « Þ 
will, and incline them-coallgoodnefſe, leſt we follow the , al 
ſway andcourſe of our corrupt Nature, running head. h 
long intoall kinde of wiekedneſſe, and leſtthatthe abho- Þh 
minable workes and wicked deeds that we have commit. at 
tedandheaped vp together, doe ſeparate vs from God, nNn 
andtaruſtvs. downe intoeverlaſtingpainesand torment, © 
- This 421 aint abermomae of God , andthe ſer at 
BN ous meditation thereot, oughtto beour beſt inſtructer.o a 
BY reach vsall humblenefſeand lowlineſſe of fpirite, eſpeci t! 
3 ally then; when weefall into greatand manifold finnes, 
*whichmakevs odiousatidabhominable before'God; $0 N 
this miſerableconditionof ours; ought toexcitevs dayly © 
withſevereand ſharpediſcipline,on the one ſide to a true Tt! 


* /Yo»g 


millkeand hatredof our ſelves; -and onthe other fidero fl 
-ancarn tinvocationof. Gods divine power, thatfor hs _ tl 
preatmercyſake,hewouldgraciouſly forgive and pardon | 
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*vs all our ſinnes through Chriſt, which we alwayes ,have 
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Zanddoe commit againſt him, andthat hee would dayly 
moreand more forme and faſhion. vs by his. ſpiriteynto 
his owne Image: that being ſorenewed, we may truely ac- 
knowledge, and from our hearts deteſt and abandon our 
horrible finnes, and every vncleaneneſle: that ſoatlength 
wee may becaſhamed of ourſelves , knowing thatevery 
leaſt offence is ſuch an vgly ſpot, and deteſtable infetion 
in the ſightof God, that he doth ſo much abhorreqtwith 
his whole Natureand Will, and is ſo ſetagainſt it, that he 
neyther cannor will abydeor ſuffer the leaſt remaynder 
thereof to, ſtay,amongſt his Creatures., They therefore, 
' that willingly and wittingly tranſgrefle and {nne againſt 
the commandements of God, they deſpiſe and diſho- 
*nour God, and ſerve the Divell as their Maſter, and are 
'become his living, flaves and curled habitations. Looke 
- how. much IRE they deſpiſe God ,: and fly from 
him-;.ſo, much. doe they love. Sathan and ftollowe him; 
and how much likewiſe they diſhonour God , and ſet 
himat naught by their vacleanneſſe, ſo much doe they 
honour the Divell,and increaſe his kingdome. For God 
and . the Divell are:ſo contrary one to theotherin their 
nature and will, that thereisa greater & a morevehement 
contrarietie betweene them, then there is betweene fire 
and water , orthen can be ſhewen betweene any other 
Naturall diſagreeing contraries. So that whatſoever is at- 
tributed to the one , muſt needes be withdrawne from 
theother : oneand the ſelte ſame thing doth not pleaſe 
noragree to them both,nor oneand the ſelfe ſame thing, 
\ can in no ſort bee attributed and given to both. They 
therefore which follow tac one, mult needes ſhunne and 
_ fliefromtheother, and they-which ſhunneand flie from 
= the one, mult needes follow and embrace the other: For 
- there can come no meane betweene two things fo ex- 
& | C treamely 


W. The golden Chayne 
treamelycontrary. Andletthis ſuffice, to be briefely tou. 
ched SO fooker by the way, concerning the firſt Linke 
of Saint Pawles Chayne. , 


Of Predeftination , howe it is diflinguiſhed from Fore- 

knowledge, how many wayes it is taken , of how many 

_  Deerees it confitteth, what it « : and howit « diftin- 
guiſhed from Fore-knowledge. Cu av. 5. 
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6 Gan ſecond Linkeof Paxls Chayne is Predeſtination, 
and this Predeſtination is put vnder Fore-know- 
tedge , as vnder tlie firſt and larger Cauſe. For Gods _ 
Fore-knowledge ſtretcheth it ſelfe vnto the wholecom. £ 
paſſe of the vniverſall World, and to all the parts there. ® 
of, andtoallthe qualities and actions of the parts of it, 
andas well to Hoſe thinges that ſhall be made , as vnto 
thoſe things thatare made; and beholdeth and compre- 
Hendeth as well the evill workes of the wicked , as the © 
good workes of God. But Predeſtination is reſtrayned 2 
and bound vnto reaſonable Creatures. Who ſeeth not p 

therefore, that Fore-knowledge is a wordof alarger fig- 
nification, and Predeſtination a word of aftrifter fhenifi- 
cation? Yetnotwithſtanding the Apoſtle doth reſtraine #® 
this generall word , vntothe Salvation of the Ele& "in * 
this preſent place: and therefore rightly affirmeth ; that 
whon God knew before , thatis, whom hee determined to 
ſave, thoſe alſs hath hee predeflinate , that they might bee 
made likeyntothe Image of his Sonne , to witte, firſtin 
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of Salvation. 19 


2 theCroſſe, andafterward in glory For Gods choſen 


Children muſt vnder-goe and ſuffer many reproches 
and ſlaunders, ahard Warre-fare and Conflites., and 
diverſe and ſundry Perſecutions, and Oppreſſions, as 
long as they remayne in this life , for the name of Chriſt 
and the Profeſſion . thereof , before they can come to 
that ioyfull Tryumph and heavenly Glozie : There 
alſo ſhall they be like vnto Chriſt, as they have beene 
Partakers of his Crofle heere in this life. 

But before wee beginne or declare the Definition of 
Predeftination, threethings muſt be cleared : firſt, whe- 
ther there bee Predeſtination or no ; ſecondly, in howe 
many Degrees this worde Predeſtination is contayned 
and expreſſed -: and laſtly, howe many wayes It 1s ta- 
ken, Firſttherefore, wee muſt diligently enquire, whe- 
ther there be Predeſtination orno z leſt this Labourand «» 
Treatiſe may ſeeme to be vndertaken and purſued in 
vayne. But that there is Predeſtination , it appeareth, 
andmay evidently bee prooved, firſt, by diverſe and 
pregnant places of Scriptures, and alſo by famous My- 
racles. The Scripture certainely in many places prooveth 
anddeclareth, that God doth alwayes chooſe ſome cer- 
taine Flocke out of the whole companie of Mankinde, 
which hee loveth, adorneth and beautifieth with eter- 
nall bleflings over and aboveall the reſt. Forthe proofe of 
this, many manifeſt places of Scripture. may be produ- _ 
cedandcited, as namely theſe : Many are called, out fewe ,,, ,, 
are choſen, (ayth Chriſt, in Saint Matthewe, Andagayne, verſ 16. 
Tou have not choſen me, but 1 have choſen you, ſayth Chriſt ©: b: 
in Saint 10h». And agayne , ©Andother Sheepe 1 have, 7.7/0. 
which are not of this Folde, them alſo mnt I bring, ana they verſ16. 


fhall heare my woyce,and there ſhall be one Fold and one Shep- 


Heard faith Chriſt in Saint 7ohn: Alſo, hehath choſen vs in 


him before the foundations of the world were layd, that 


C 2 we 


wo 
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| c9.t.5.4. wee ſhould bee holy and without blame before him 


through love, ſayth Saint Paul to theEpheſians: Againe, 
Thave much people in this City,faiththe Lord vnto Pay! 
in the Aces of the Apoſtles. Many fſuctr telttmonies 
. may bee produced out of the holy Scriptures , which 
clearely and playnely ſhewe and teach, that God hath 
mercifully choſen ſome to Salvation,and hath uwſtly reie. 
Redfomefromir;Neither of which'come by any chance 
of Fortune, or Will of man, but both proceede from 
Gods eternall' and” vnchangeable Decree. And where 
_EleRtionis allowed, there cannot beallowedor approved 
the accepting of all. 
-” Purthermore;thereare almoſtaninnumerable compa- 
ny of ſayings , and ſentences all about in the holy Scrip- 
tures, in which God hath promiſed to a fewe , even to 
ſuch as love him, eternall joyes, ſuch as neyther eye 
hath ſeene, nor eare hath heard; nor hath entred into 
the heart of man. 'Hither belong all thoſe Teſtimonies 
of Scripture, which preach and'teach'of freeRemiſlL 
on offinnes, of Vocation, of Tuſtification and of Santifi- 
cation. They therefore which doubt whether there be 
any Predeſtination and EleQion or no,'doe call in queſti- 
on the whole Scriptures of God, and doe defame and 
accuſeit.of manifeft vntrueth. And further, they ſeeme 
to accuſe of lightneſſe, and to laugh at all the Promiſes, 
concerning eternall Lite, and the Heavenly Glory which 
Isto bee revealed, and beſtowed; as though they were 


_» »- olde wives fables : As if God had inſerted vayneand 


 fruitleſſe wordes in his holy Scriptures , which ſhould 
teede man with vayne hope , and not performe and 

make good the Promiſes indeede. And to conclude, 

they which waver, and remayne donbrfull concer- 

ning Eleftion', doe alſo doubt whether there bee 

any certayne Indgement-of G O D, whereby hee 

knoweth 
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that Election isa thing certaync and vndoubted of. 

Overand, belides theſe teſtimonies of Scripture and 
words of promile, there are diversand ſundry Myracles 
of. the conſervation of, the Godly , found in many places 
of the Scripture, which God hath wroughtfincethe bc- 
ginning of the world, whereby it tsclearely and vadoub- 

eedly confirmed,that there axe ſome choſen of God from 

among the reſt, and beloved of him more then others. 
Hither belongeth the ſaving of Nea/1inthe Flood ; the 

deliyering of Lot from the deſtruction of Sedoxre ; the 
bringing of the people of Ifracll out of Egypt: hither 
allo belong all the places of Scripture, wherein we reade 
that- G O D hath defended the good , and beaten 
downe and deftroyed the wicked. Theſe Myracles and 
wonderfull workes of God , doeconfirme more cleare- 
ly then the. Noone-light, that there is acertayne Flocke, 
which above the reſt , Godloveth with a moſt tender af- 
tection , and with his Fatherly care doth conſerve and 
keepe wonderfully in this life , and which hee defendeth 
and-vpholdeth by his mighty Power, againſt all the 
ſleights of Sathan, and againſt the devices and injuries 
of his inſtruments. Thele and ſuch like vnyſuall workes 
and more then marveilous wonders of God , are 10 
cleare and manifeſt , that no man can doubt of them, 
though never 1o little , except hee defire willingly and 
obſtinately to bee blinde' and ignorant. ' Now of theſe 
thingsthatare ſpoken here, it. may clearely and ſtrongly 
be gathered and prooved , that there is Predeſtination: 


CO And 


21 
non arke, 
the godly from the wicked, and thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, 
from thoſe that (hallbe damned ; and by making a doubr 
of that, they makradoubt whether God be Gqd or no: 
which thinges, ſccing they are falleand abſurde.,, wee 
muſt conclude as a molt certayne and knowne Trueth, 


Gen,6.7, 


Gen. I 3, 


Exed.12 


I 3.14. 


tas 32 


Do onp T he golden Chajne-— 
*__ Andtheſethings ſhall ſuffice concerning the firſtthing, 
now we muſt ſpeake ſomething of the ſecond. 
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To predefſtinate therefore is,to purpoſe and determine 


ſomething with ones ſelfe, thatitſhould havea being, be- 
fore ſuch time that it be, or doeany thing:and withall, it is 


theſetting apart, and ordcining of thatthing vnto ſome 
certayne ende. This belongeth nor peculiarly onely to 


God himſelfe, but alfo ought tohaverelation vnto every 


wiſeand prudent man, which beforehee take in hand to 
bring to paſſeany thing,is wontſeriouſly and advifedly to 
have ſome conſultation,concerning the end for which he 
will bring that thingto paſſe, Bur'when this is attributed 
ynto God, itis alſo very large, and is extended generally 
yntoallcreatures,which God from everlaſting by his cer- 
taine decree hath ordeined and diſpoſed to this or that vic 
and ende before they were created. But here , when we 
ſpeake of Mankinde, andtheirende; this word of Pre- 
eſtination' is to be referred vnto that deepe and hidden 
Counſell of God, by which hee hath from everlaſting 
firmely decreed and appointed, what hee would have 
done with every patticular man. Further, that the nature 
of Predeſtination mightthe more rightly be vnderftood, 
1t muſt be explancd by certayne degrees. The firſt degree 
therefore of Predeſtination is;" That God from enerla- 


ſting, beforethe foundations of the world were layd,de- 


creedto create Mankinde in true holinefſeand rigtiteouſ” 
nefle according to his owne Image. And that this is ſo, 
theScripture witneſſeth in many places, and the event it 
ſclfe confirmeditby experience of the deed done. The 
ſecond degree of Predeſtinationis, whereby God in his 
moſt juſt andmoſt wiſe indgement determined to per- 
mitand fuffer that Mankinde ſhould be tempted of the 
divell and ſhould fallinto finneandeternall deftruRiion. 


Here 
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 » Here ks inſerted a certayne Digrefon of the Fall of 
our firſt Parents, which, although they conſemed vn. 
zo the Serpents perſwaſion by: their owne proper and 
voluntary Will, and ſo fell from God, yet this their 
falling away, was not altogether without Gods eter- 


nall purpoſe. Curvy. 6. 


A S God from everlaſting did fore-ſeeand ordayne all 
other things, ſoamong theſe, this Fall of Mankinde, 
in thepcrſon of our firſt Parents , and all other evilles 
which followed and flowed from thence. So that hee 
was willing to ſuffer, and not to hinder this Fall , that it 
might be done by others, and not by himlelte : other- 
wile, it had beene even as eafte for him to have kept our 
firſt Parents from falling , as it was tocreate them. For 
looke howeaſte it is forkien todoe that which he willeth, 


ſo caſte likewiſe is it for him to hinder that which he wil- 


leth not , as Saint Auzu#inelayth. Neyther was it any , , ,.._ 
iniuſtice in him, but altogether iuſt,-in thathee didnot repre 
-keepe them from falling , but ſuffered them to bee gver- £74-«.5*- 


comeby the Serpents perſwaſion , and foto fall into e- 
ternall Death. For God was not bound vntothem that 
hee ſhould preſerve them and keepe them from falling, 
becauſe hee did not promiſe it : Nay, God was not 
bound ' vnto them , to create them according vnto his 
owne Image, becauſe hee is amoſt free Agent: there- 
foremuch leſſe was hee bound vnto them , to ſavethem 
from falling. Yea , our firſt Parents of theirowne vo- 
tuntarie and free-will:, without any ' conſtraynt , did 
treacherouſly fall away from God , and fo falling a- 
way, did infe& both themſelves , and all their poſtert. 
tic with finne, and made them alliable ynto eternall De- 
ſtruction. 


C 4 But 
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But God notvnwillingly,but willingly permitted then 
to fall;otherwiſe,if any thing,though never {o little,could 
be broughtto paſle, God not being willing thereunto, 
then God ſhould notbe God: Ourfirſt Parents therefore ®F 

| inregardof themſelves, did that which God would not_ 
have them ; bur in refpe& of the omnipotencie of God, 
they couldby no meanes doeit. Wherefore it isnot to bc 

_ doubted, but that God doth righteoufly,in ſuffring thoic 

= £5-4-cr- things whichare done wickedly , as S. Anenitine ſayth. 

” al And although God do fuffer this or thatevill ro be com- 


. 


piz.roo. mitted, and nothinderit: yerforall that, heedothnot of 
himſelfe bring topaſle that evill , nor alloweof it. Bur 

oood things which are conformable to his heavenly wiſc- 

dome, thoſe he fore-faw from everlaſting, and decreed to 

bring to paſſe and effet them. Therefore. God by him- 

ſelfeis the firſtcauſe, andthe only effeer of theſe things: 

becauſe that good things ſpring and flow forth our of the 
powerof his divine Providence,as out of the onely foun- 
tayne'that is never dryed vp. Butevill things, although 
Godalſo fore-ſaw'them from everlaſting, and knew that 

they wouldicome to paſſe'; yet hee himſelfe , neither ap- 
prooveth them, norfurtnereth them”, nor helpeth them, 

: nor bringeth them to paſſe dire&tly; bur by his iuſt judge: 
BY . ment:{uffereth them to-bee-commirted and done by o- 
E - _ thers; Therefore/God: is notto' bee counted as the firſt 
cauſeandeffecter of them, bur Sathanhimſete. and mans 
tee-will do beginne themand end them. So that Sathan 
and wicked men are-the trueandproper cauſes of vill. 
Dae whatſoeveraredone , althotighthey 
bedone by Gods Providence, fron which nothing can 
be exempted; yet ſomeof them are done,his Providence 
effeting them andſome of them are done, his Provi- 
dence permitting, apoyntingand direting them to their 
proper ends. Therefore all evill and wicked deeds whar- 
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ſever, are committed and done, Gods providence not 
effecting; but ſuffering them; becauſe that God decreed 
not thathe would himſelte effect them from everlaſting; . 
but becaufe he decreed to ſuffer,and not to-hinder thein 
to be done of others. So that God notvnwillingly, but 
willingly ſufferedour firſt parents toftnne. They therefore 
which attribute vnto God a permiſhon, which ſhould be 
contrary to his will,they deny him tobe ommpotent. For 
he that permitteth any thing to be done, which by no 
meanes he would have done, ſurely heis notof ſuch po- 
wer, as to let and hinder that which he would nothave 
done. Therefore what things ſoever God ſuffereth tobe. 
done, he ſuffereth them willingly, for nothing can pol: 
fibly be done, if he be vnwilling, oragainſt it. -Hence-it 
followeth not, that God allowethand approveth finnes 
inthemſelves, as they are things fimply evilt and:con- 
trary vnto: his will, but rather he: hateth them with his - 
whole will and nature;and (except he mercitully pardon 
them) he: revengeth; and puniſheth them with eternall 
OCONSONSSSNS OHH 13S i} 6s 
»:/This-therefare muſt farmely be: refalved vpon, that 
al thofe things whictrare brought topatle, eitherby God; 
he himſclfe effecting:them, or which-are done by other 
by his permiſſion; are:not exempt from his:providence; 
burarebrought:to paſſe by hisinſtiudgement. And God; 
ſeeing he is the onely-and foveraigne goodnescould not 
but make man good at: thefirſt;;and like ynto himfelfe. 
For every piece of wotke viually is like and'correſpon- 
dent to the workeman, becauſe thateverycauſe bringeth 
forth an effect like itfelfe : Sothatatis often ſeene;that a 
good cauſe generallyand:naturallybringeth fortha good 
effe, and ancvill cauſe likewiſe anevnlliand'torrupret- 
tec. But when God by his cternalland vnchangeablede. 
cree had appointed mankind for the 125" : 
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of hismercy;and.partly of his iuſtice; irwas therefore ne. 


1 ſhould /be created ſuch aone by God 


5:ſhouldbe mecteand firto attayne'vnto thoſe ends tor 
whithrhe wasereated. Thereforcalchough man were cre- 
ated by God, good, and-without finne, yetnotwithſtan- 


ding he was created good and without finne in ſuch fort, 


that ofgood he might become evill, otherwiſe God could 
have neirher manifeſted nor” exerciſed his tuſtice nor 
mercy in him, and thoſe'ends which were fore-knowne 


 andappoynted of God from everlaſting,had tallento the 


ground;and had not come to their proper effect and pur. 
poſe, Man therefore was to be created of God,not necel- 
ſarilyigood , but changeably'; ſothar-in reſpe@'of the 
things that happened in his way, he might be changed 
and become otherwiſe. Butif he had bene created neceſ: 
farilyand vnchangeably good,;he had beenrathera God 
thenacreature. For vnchangeableneſſe in- it ſelfe is the 
propriety of Godalone;and cannot be foundiin any crea- 
ture,whichalone is'or may be changed. ButGod only is 
oneand theſame,alwayes conſtant,everlike himfelfe;and 
is never changed; And howſoever the holy Angels are 
already, and holy menſhall be intheworld to come pla- 
ced in fuch degree of goodnes, asthat'they may. by no 
meanes fall fromir into the contrary: yet. in both theſe 
this vnchangeablenes 18 not a naturall propriety, bur is 
and ſhallbethe tree giftand beriefiteof God. | 

-Morcover, God 'was'not'the' proper author of this 
change in'man from:God to evill. For he created man 
fachanone, thar the would himſclfe, he mighthave re- 
nayned without frmes For as his-willwas made free by 
God,-fo he alfo-of his. bwnc:accord; without any out- 
ward conſtraint orcompulſion,-choſe the evill that was 
torbidden by God, and by choofing, that, did contrary 
young will of God,andſoftrined: But if God ſhould have 
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madethatchange inman from goodtoevtll,centainely he 
ſhould have been no:leffe "—_— the cauſe of the 
evill, then if he had created ir from the beginning; For it 
hechad eyther conſtreyned man” to do! evill by ſome 
forced and violent motion, or by any other meanes incli- 
ned his willto this evill, certaynely God himſelte had fin- 
ned together with man, yeahad {inned.much more then 
man; For there remaynerh more evill in the cauſe that 
doth-compell, then' in-the cauſe thatis compelled. But 
inasmuch as man of his owne accord leaned-vnto the 
perſwaſion of the Devill, and withall, of his owne tree 
will, without any outward compulſion defired- the evill 
that was forbidden by God, and fo fell from God: this 
change therefore from to evill did ariſe from Sa- 
thans perſwafion, and: from mans will freely chooſing 
and-commutting the evill. Therefore ,L£dams free will 
and the Devils motion; are the true cauſes of,mans my. 
- ſery::So:thatalthough our! firſt Parents. were created 
= by God according 'to his owne image in; holines and 
» Trightcouſnes, both in-body and minde, and had free 
* wihgiven vnto them: yet this their freewill was not 
Tuffictent of it ſelfe torretayne Gods image and original 
righteouſnes, becauſe they were overcome by tempra- 
tion and finned; Bur if the participation andayde of the 
divine grace had vpheld them, they had norfallen, bne 
had'remayned innocent, asat the firſt they werecreated. 
.\ Therefore although man was deceived by the temp- 
tation-and ſubtilty of Sathan, and brought into finne : 
yet: notwithſtanding .becaufe that of his owne- free 
wilt he did aſſcntand agree vnto theperſiwaſion of the 
Devill, therefore he -himſelfe was: the firſt and chieteſt 
cauſe: of his owne ruine and decay: :. for Sathan/ may, 
perlwade a man to evill,; but he cannot by force dra 
or compell any man to.cvill. Therefore-this willing/res 
Fog. -; volting 
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volting from, good tdevill; is the.cauſe of originall cor. 
' Tuption; which{firſt began to be.in-the firſt-mans will, > 
and aft erward-that infedtion and:corrupgon: by the tuft 
 indeement of God deſcended and was. derived vnto all # 
ahd; every of his poſterity; which hath made them alto. | | 
gether and everyone apartby himſelte lubicct to Gods 
iuſt judgement; :and-guilty/of cternall damnation, and 
that fo; that'God the cominuallencmy and revenger of 
all cvill, may iuſtly tuffer'allandeveryotthera tobe de- 
ſtroyed 67%) pan: in that corruption, without :doing 
injury toanyotthem, becauſc he is indebted to none of 
them.Sothatthe:firftman was focreated of God; 'and fo 
leftvato the-fictchoyle of hisownewill, that hemight 
remayne in-his inniocency, or fall from it if he would 
himſelte. Alrhough therefore, thatto fall,;and nor to tall 
werevatomattindifferent andicontingent, andeyther of 
themaswell one as the other-mightihave happened and 
fallen out2vyer of theſe things (which/were! otherwiſe 
ameere matters of contingency) 6. OF only fellout; which = 
God from mg had —— and' Gears that it * 
wary." prws _ of 


certayneand (detrtmined, to: that wh cannot: fall out 

herwiſt thenGod od Gomeratating hath:fore.ordained. 
Hereby it 15 maniteſt, that in things that pertayne vnto 
man, if aman reſp the.counſellandend iofman; they 
are aS1t were matters. ofchamce.:Burifaman conſider 
G ages and theenda nted of _ there are 
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not foreſee and know the future events-of things : and if 
peradventure they do. forefee any, yet they have them 
notin their power, nor are indued. with any fuchability 
as toaccompliſh them} and bring/them to their wiſhed 
and appoynted end: wherefore many things oftentimes 
falloutand happen contrary to theirintentand meaning, 


n andeven theirſetled counſelsare many times broken off, 
 _* andhindred, that: they cannorcome to'their purpoſed 
- > anddetermined-end; tothe effect and end-dothynor-al- 


wayes an{were the purpoſe and'intent of the doer; be- 

j cauſe one thing is intended, and another thing happe- 

neth. But God doth now ſee the tuture events of things, 

> andbehoſdetlithem as if theywere preſent; and by his 

| almightypower, can direct and bring them to their fore- 

| * * appoyntedendand (cope, againſtall lets and hinderances 

] whatſoever. The event therefore and end is alwayes an- 

| ſwerable to his cternall intent and purpoſe, ſo that thar 

x commeth ta paſſe:intime,which he purpoſed to himſelfe 

| & beforetime. Thewillof God, is the preciſe and abſolute 

; ® neceſſityofthings.as Aven#ine elſewhere ſpeaketh. 

2 Moreover, although the firſt man couldnot of him- 

| > ſelfechange his will that was created (good, into evill, 

without the motion of God comming 1n'and concar. 

> rTingwithit(forin Godallthings are moved,and withour 

> himthereisno motion) yer the faultand crime that was 

= committed by the firſt man, can not;nor oughtnotto be 
aſcribed vnto God, for thatremayneth onely in the will 

_of man. That this may be'vnderſtood'more plainely and 
diſtinctly of every man, there are two things tobe confi- 

deredin ſi1nne, to wit, the action, and the evill that is an- 

nexed and knit vnto the action; For the action it ſelfe,as 

far forth as it is an at andworke;is good, and'God doth z 

begin and finiſh it : buras farreforth as it is wicked, and 

hath evill annexed vnto-it; it proceedeth and m—_ 

rom - 
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from the corrupt nature'of man. Moreover, although 
God may produce andperforme ſome worke in the evill 
actions of men; yet God doth nothing bur that which is 
good: for in him there is noevill, therefore alſo out of #* 
him can proceede no worke but good. Secing therefore 
that he is wholy good, likewiſe muſt all his works be 
good alſo. For the effects are wont to imitate and re- 
ſemble their cauſes, {o-thar'they are ſuch as their cauſes 
have been before them. So that whomeſoever God fiir- 


_ rethvpand moveth, he doth it well and right wiſcly, al. 


though the creature ſo moved by him may finne, and ſo 
fall from him. Butmanſinned againſt the expreſſe com- 
maundement-of Gad,'in that he freely choſe the evill, 
therefore theſinne that 'was: commutted by him, is to be 
aicribed properly to his owne will, and to be iudged as 
proceeding fromit. - 
-Therefore although, the fall of the firſt man did pro- 


 1:ceede of his owne free and voluntary will; yet could it 


by no meanes be:done without Gods eternal decree, 
becauſe that onely falleth out which God from everla- 
ſting did purpoſe and: foreſee. But finne it ſelfe, as it is 
a thing contrary vnto: God, did ſpring from the will 
of man, approoving and. committing it, Gods heavenly 
will ſuffering and permitting it. Therefore it'-may be 
gathered by the fall of man, that the firſt man was pli- 
ant, and eaſy to be inclined on eyther fide. For ſuch a 
will was given him, that-if he would he-might have 
ſtoode ſtill, and remayned innocent, but he hadno Pro- 
mile nor conſtancie given him to continue ſo, and there- 
fore did he fall ſo eaſily, and tooke the fruite that was 
forbidden by GOD, and dideate it: Wherefore this 
change and fall from:good to!bad, was by all meanes 
neceſſary for :the accompliſhment - of Gods eternal! 
counlell. For by it onthe one ſide there was as it were 
og an 
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| > anopen dore, and a moſt fit occaſion offered, for God 
| > to ſhew his mercy by, and on the other fide, an open 
 gappe; and a moſt juſt cauſe given him-to exercile his 
juſtice.” For as the ele could not have been ſaved by 
: mercy, except they had firſt ſinned, and thereby de- 
' = ſerved Gods moſt tuſt wrath and cternall damnation , 
> fo likewiſe the reprobate could not have beene con- 
; _* demnedby his iuſtice, except they had beene firſt ſub. 
 - je vnto 1uſt condemnation; by reaſon of their {inne 
and falling from God. So God on the one fide did erect 
his everlaſting iudgement ſeate, and on the other fide 
opened and Tayde forth: the: infinite treaſures 'of hys 
mercy. v; "i > 201010 
God therefore, that he might ſhew forth his power 
and his wiſedome, together with his vnſpcakeable good- 
nes, thought it better of evill things ro produce good 
things, then to ſuffer no evill things art all, ſayth Saint A#- 1, xi. 
2u#tine. For what can be better -and'/wiler then hee is, rid-<p.321 
A whoknoweth how to bring forth exceeding greatgood- | 
* nes out of that whichis very bad, and to convert vnto 
_ ſalvation thoſe things that are ready for deſtruction. 
For except God could have produced 'g00d out of 
evill, he would never have ſuffered theevill to havebeene 
committed. In as much therefore as he hindred not the 
fall ofthe firſt man,who ſhall call him into queſtion, and 
who can or dare accuſe him of vnrighteouſhes 7 for by 
permitting that fall, hegata —— occaſion toſhew 
tortl-his glory by. So that the fall of the firft man Adzm; 
was no le{ſeneceſlary, then the manifeſtation and execu- 
tion of Gods cternall purpoſe. | 
Byall this it is manifeſt, that God is fuch a worker, thar 
heis able to fulfill and performe his good will even by 
the wickedand _— wills of men,not thatthe wicked 


have any purpoſe to be obedient vnto Gods will, but 
becauſe | 
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7x T he golden Chayne' "+ 
zecauſe by theſecret working of God, and tis direRtion, 
they are-drawnevntoit; themſelves not knowing of ir. 
Fot Godby his bidden/pawer; as with an: mvifible cord, 
doth drawthe wicked;althoughthey know it not, to the 
performance 'ofthoſerends which' themſelves never ay. 
med-at. So-the vngodly are direfted to an end which 
themſelves know not of, by the'fecret power of God, 
withoutany purpoſe orindeavour of thers, like as arrows 
flye.without-any|feeling ynto: the-tharke ro which the 
Archer directeththem. 7 : 

Heere behold and admire Gods providem bounty and 
favour, which di{daineth not for:our ſake to: direCt the 
wandring ſteps and indeavours of the wicked vio an 
wholeſome end, totiirne-the greateſt hurtimorthe chic- 
feſt heakh;and a deſperate: evill-into. good. Inas much 
therefore as the wicked finne-andido wickedly, it is their 

-..-: owne worke; biit m asmuch es they bring topaſle this 

_ ----- or that by: their finhing;-that s:by: the. power! of God, 

Epiſt 48.44 ſaythr Saint AuguFftine: And although that God and wic. ® 

Fincent#*%%* ked men ſeeme-todo. one and the ſelfelame worke, yet 

the men are faulty,and Godonly iuſt, becauſe in that one 
thing-which:they:do;-there is not one caſe for-which 

Lib.z1 de they-doit,/ayth Augifine. So'the wicked donor become © 

-ormund good, norare held excuſed, although they do the fame > 

_ Arbitrio. things which God would have done, becauſe in their © 

actions, they have not reſpect vnto-thewill of God with _ © 

a deſire to obeyit; burfollow their owne lerdicounſels 

and: wicked deftres.' So.alfo God becommeth nor evill 

and vniuſt, but remayneth good and holy, although he 

willeth thoſe Ry which theyngodly do, becanſe God | 

willeth then wi 1a tare other manner of counſel] and 

end, then the vngadly-do wittand:do them: So in the = 

death-of Chriſt thekQtionof the wicked was ſo evill; chat | 

inreipect of themit could not be worle nor more vile, 
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l «of Sabvativn, « 33: 
for they flew the innocent, and killed the Lord of glory, 
' and intended in that one conſent and' outrage of theirs, 
| to hinder theſalvation-of mankinde, yetthatyery lame a- 
| Rion, in reſpe& of God, was ſo. goodand holyzthatno o- 
=” ther couldebee better, nor more holy : becaulehe by the 
= death ofhis ſonne would redeeme milerablefinners trom 
> eternall death,and tranſlatethem into heavenly glory and 
2 et&nall life. Wherefore wicked and vniuſt men often- 
> times vnwittingly,and intending ſome otherthing, doe 
> fulfilland performe the good andrighteous will of God, 
| 2 Yetnotwithſtanding afterward, God iuſtly puniſheth & 
= condemneththem : becauſe they purſue their owne wic- 
£2 keddefiresandvngodly enterpriſes, and reſpe&not, nor 
> regarde Gods will atall . They preterre their owne per- 
= verſeaffettions before God , and before his will . So the 
* ations of Almighty God and of wicked men differ by 
> their diverſe purpoſes, and are diſtinguiſhed one from 
= anotherin their diverſe ends. 9} 1 28nd 1ST 
 #  Soalſoatthisday God ſuffereth many-finnes. to bee 
\ «7 committed of wicked men throughout ſundry Nations, 
| = andinthegreateſt kingdomes where he dothnot youch- 
_ = ſaftethemhis word, nor retorme them by his ſpirite, and 
> doth notenlighten their mindes with the knowledge of 
> himlelfe, nor goyerne and inclinetheir willes andaftecti- 
: onsſo,, that they may propoſe to themſelves thisprinci- 
> pallend;as their onely marke,:namely to endevour to ex- 
> ecute Gods knowne will earneſtly and continually, and 
+ toframeand faſhionthemſelyes; theirlife,and their man- 
W nersvntoir, as vnto a continuall rule to walke by , and to 
= honorGod by their obedience,in eſchewing of evill and 
2 dovingof good: theſethings except God workein them 
2 by his word and fþirite whatſvever they'intend-or doc; 
2 howlſoever before men it may ſeemegood and iuſt,yetall 
= thatintheſight of GO D, isnothing clſe but vghe and : 
mY | D EXCcIa- 
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execrable ſinne. For God doth not at all regard nor re- 
ſpe& the outward workes except the integrity of the 
heart go withthemand appeare in them, therefore where 
that wanteth;' there finnes are accounted for no finnes, 
and vertue with vices, and one thing with an other are _ 
confounded, and fo there will be but little difference be- 
rwecue honeſty and diſhoneſty. | 
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Heere the author returneth te hi purpoſe, and toyneth the 
third degree of predeitination, then the _ of pre- 
deitination are vnfould:d, next the definition of it ts 
. . given, and laſily, predeitination i ditinguiſhed from 


providence.. Cuay.7. 
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'Hele things it ſeemed good to'rouch by the way, 
A andlightlyto handle concerning permiſſion, which ,z 
is the ſecond degree of 'predeſtination , now we muſt 1. 
comewnto the third degree of predeſtination. Thirdly to . 
predeftinate heae ; is nothing 4s, then to purpoſe to * 
cho>ſeſomeand toadoprt them for fonnes in Chriſt, out 
of the vniverſall company of wicked men. For God by © 
his mercifull foreſight did ordayne and appoynt, from - - 
amongſtfinfull men,andſuchas were pat cure,jn reſpect 
ofthemſelves; to receiveſome vnro mercy without any 
merit of theits,to redeeme them through Chriſt, and by |? 
hin! alſo to bring them vnro crernall/life. But hecre more 
properly andpeculiarly izmeant,theother acceptation of 
this word eleftion/as inchedefinition heereof a little be- | 
fore we'lave'declared;”This'word cfecion is taken di- © © 
vertely mn the (criprure, ſothat/fometimes it hath refe- © 
rence ynto ſome otice or-duty,'and fometimes to lite : 
25, aces nh S etcrnall. 7 


of Sabvation. © 35 
* eternall. After the former manner Saxl and Iudas were 
> elected, the one of which was choſen to a Kingdome, 
> and theathertoan Apoltleſhip, neytherof themroeter- 
- rial life. Bur ſeeing that no: definition can rightly be 
"> made or vnderſtoode, vnleſſe the cauſes of which it is 
e. > compounded and made be well perceived and knowne, 
> therefore I thinke I ſhall not doamiſle, it firſt Llay open 

the cauſes of predeſtination before I {et downe the de. 


- > finitionof it. 

= As fortheefficient and firit moving cauſe of predeſti- 
'* _ nation, there can no other be {er downe and appoynted, 
* - bur onely:the cternall and' onely purpoſe; and. good 
# © pleaſure of God. For God onely 4s thee ,-which-by his 
® > moſt wiſe counſell and-indgement' doth \diſcerne bc- 


tweene men and men, and: hath decreed from-everla- 
ſting what ſhall become ofcvery man. God hath lively 
expreſſed and declared this in his word-maniteſtly and 
playnely : for men conſidered .in themſelves and. by 
themſelves, are all alike corrupted, ſo that ſome are no 
whit better then other ſome. Therefore in the indge- 
ment of man”, ſome cannot be. preferd before others, 
becauſe thete is one and theſelfeſame.condicion of all. 
But God the higheſt judge of all, hath elected ſome men 
tocternall life in Chriſt, and hath in his taſt indgement 
appoynted others to everlaſting deſtruction ;and whome 
he hath choſen vnto ſalvation, | thoſe hath he- choſen 
by his owne meere mercy and vndeſerved-grace, hee 
regarded nothing that is without himſelfe, but.-whome 
he hath elected, he did- onely for himſelte and-in him- 
ſelfe, and not for any other cauſe. Moreover, he could 
> findenothingin thoſewhome he hath choſen that might 
©? -be worthy of election; becauſe-they, were all defiled, 
 and;ſtrangers from God; alſo he could foreſee no good 
= thinginthem, as procceding from them, fot whichthey 
oM - D 2 fould 


©. 7 _ £4 


> ef}, 
boys 


36 


The golden Chayne L 
ſhould be choſen. If he foreſaw any good thing in them, 7 


| himſelfe wrought itwholy and altogether in them, For 7 


Epbeſ2.5 


there can be found no good thing 'in them nor elſe. Ni 
where, of which God is not the ſole author, and onely 


effector. Therefore what goodthing 1o ever is, and abi. 


deth in them, that God himſelfe wholy beginneth and 
finiſheth-in them. And he beginneth and finitherh no. 
thing in'them, buthe decreed from everlaſting, that he 
would begin it and finiſh it in them. For if in rime, he 
ſhould worke any thing in them how little ſoever, which 


 hedecreed nor before time, then ſhould there be found 


manifeſt change in God, which ſhould do ſome thing by 
a new will,andnotby hiseternall will. © | 
' Thoſe things which the Papiſtspratle of here concer:- 
ning workes' foreſeene,, whoſe' cauſe hd beginning 
ſhould be man, are vayne and frivolous fitions, which 
after in their places ſhall more' hrgely- be confured and 
reieed :'ſeeing the efficient and firſt moving cauſe of 
eleftion is onely and alone Gods mercy and goodneſſe, ,& 
-heeby his bountifull; and more then fatherly good will, ,. 
hath from everlaſting made and finiſhed the whole de- 
cree of Eleftion:; moreover'Eleion is altogether the 
'free and vndeſetved javour of God.'For all men by na- 
-rure were wholy- corrupt, 'and the children of wrath, 
therefore in them God' could foreſee nothing at all but 


-extreame and moſt ab(olute wretchednes, They alſo 


which'take the name'of election which isfoutid in many 
Places ofthe ſcripture for a certaine ſiygular:excellency, | 


| whereby a many may beworthy 'to-be choſen; ſo that he 


ſhouldbe called eleQ,whichisexcellentand ſingular,they 
- (Hay) are theauthorsof tables, arid trifle with toyes, ſec- 
is eſteemed farte-otherwiſe in! this 


x ». wo 
1 « 8 - 
d 


-ing that every" 
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civile and earthly courtthemhe'is, or mdeedto bein the 
evurtofheaven.” 5! mod namogoG:; 7 ro 


Moreover, 


©” > * 


* > ſeagedorproduced out of the{criptuzes, but theiuſtand | 
. * vnchangeable will of God, for as muchas he; in that his 
+ eternall and ſecret counſell, hath of himſelfe and by him- 
"> ſelfeadiudged ſome menvnto eternall death & deſtructi- 
-* on, and thatbefore they were and had done anyevill. 
> Forfinnecanin no wiſe be the cauſe of reprobation; For 
” allhavefinned, and arealike polluted, and-bynature the zpie: 3. 


© children of wrath, ſo thatall,even everyone ſhould have 


periſhed, if ſinne had bin the cauſe of reprobation. Sinne 


verily isthe cauſe of thoſe things that neceſlarily follow 
- reprobation, of which we ſhall ſpeake more-hereatter. 


Although finne that is committed of man; be in itſelfe a 
iuſt andefficient cauſe of damnation, yet the cauſe of re- 
probation is not to be ſoughtfor in man, butthe firſt and 


* chiefeſt cauſe thereof is:eventhe free and righteous will 


of God. But in as much as the reprobate are damned, 
that they have deſerved by their owne finne+ this is the 
iuſtcauſe of damnation, for if they had not ſinned, they 
ſhould not. have beene puniſhed. For God is every way 
ſoiuſt, that he puniſheth none,except he beinthralled to 
ſinne,and moſt worthy of puniſhment. 

And now, ſeeing that it is proved by evident teſtimo-. 
nies of the ſcripture,that there is pradeſtination zand that 
the doubtfulnes of the word,; and divers '{ignification 
thereof is playnely diſcuſſed, and that the cauſes thereof 
are produced and layd open; it remayneth , that wee 
ſhould playnely define what this przdeſtination is,which 


4 except it bedone, thoſe things whichfollow to be hand: 
** led, cannot be conceaved 'and vndetſtood: Pradeſtina- 


. > tiontherefore is theeternall, free, iuſt;andvnchangeable' 


LIES 


' 2 purpoſe of God, by which ofhis-metoy he hath deter- | 
- mined to adopt ſome men for ſonnes-through-Chriſt, 
- and hath appoynted them to eternall life and glory, 


D 3 
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; Moreover, no-other cauſe of reprobation:can be al. | 
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> like;atid by harate the children of wrath, yet the wiſe 


by:h 


nt Zh t 


and hath not-youchſ fed orherſ6me'that -prace and f1. 
jeced them by his inſtiudgenient, and 

appoy w_— thanwtd eterhall death./This definition mafiy 7 
_ places of the ſetipture do deliver atid prove, but chicfcly z-- 
the example of Tacob and Eſau'do wonderfully declare *: 
Theſe two, alhough” they were btetheten} borne of 
the {tne parerits ,' pales 1 they wete fintiers both 


dome of God did'fo diſcerne'betweenethem, thar by 
his\free grace hefloved and cleed one'ot thery, atid by 
hisiaſt tmdotmenithared'and*reiected: the other :/and 
that 'notlaccording'to the 'g00d or evill workes fore: 
ſcene: eyther-of the one;orof the other; bur according | 
vnto) his/purpoſe he did chooſe Tacoby and hated 7 an, 
and that when as yer neytherof then wwere-borne, and 
lad doneneyther good not'evill) The ſcriptures have 
ſer forth theſe two perſons] as it! were two oppoſite and = 
contratyiarguinents/ from which it inferreth two gene- 
rall propofirions, namely, tharAlmighty God from ever. 
laftinerbefore-all ages, harh'ſ6 diſcerned betweene men 
his:firtme-ard! ynchandeable:wiſedomie!,” that ſome 
without any merit oftheirs ſhould obtayne vndeſerved 
#2ce,ahU tharfome ſhould hayeand O_o deſerved 
taſtice'anddve puniſhment. -' > 28045,911 


AG prxdeftinaribr isdifting 


aiſhadf Fonk providence; 
as-aſpeeiall:ehing; fom's genetall þ or as a'part from 


the! whole /Aeeing: that predeſtinarion” is not ſo com- 
manimnor ſo farce as providence. ation Pe. 
Haro - <p rw kint?,: _ 1m. the aving 
enmmmg” or nth almhoueh therreared fpirits, Þ 
nlimdpakeiAnoels) /reay; not! vhficly be wierd bere 
vnto! lorovidence: reaeheth” farther; ſpreading and 
carondingirfdtkwnme alltheworks of G6d.:S5:that 
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ſaking- the neprobate;, and cailing nm-otingg-eteroall 
> puniſhment (os the voluna;y;/purpoſe,of- God-in the 
alyation ofgbe cledt, to-be/begun in; this, life;, and-fink, =» 
& ſhed in-thelite tp coo, 1.9606 2d 16 ragnrr ne nice 5 * 
© '/Aloprovidenes is. the, eternal counſcllotGod, and : 
of > ſuch-anorder-and;rafiied. governement .in Things, that y 
* 2 are created, according to; which. all, things are\gueated —© 
& 2 anddo-fall-gut to the; glory of God, and. for the profit. 
= and{alyazion ofthe lect. Toi his goycrnementeyen = 
* the. temprations and, fleights!of Sathai, arc. þeld:nſfub- 
ietion.,: whith are, ſo-guided by the moſt wiſe. God, 
thar they ſtillrurne co-the,good of his.Saints, although 
his deviles.are buazefull; vx ghemelves, yet God, knoweth 
how to prevent-thnemyg and 4Qfurzetnen. to. a contrary 
event. Therefore akhough. the.1endeyours,.of.Sathan © _. 
are in;their owne, nature} moſt pernitiqus, yet,by/Gods = 
direRtion. they. become ,wholefome yato hbis,children, © 
Far, God is ſuch, a workewailter, as is-able tgjalter and > 4 
withdraw the cffe&;from.the.cauſe, {o.as.the effect by =, 27. 
1 an accident becommeth good and he}ptull, whoſe cauſe on 
e = was moſtilland huntull. + ”- > 
| * _. This providence.of God.,..although...iz reach. vuto + * * 
[> the creation of all things, and to the ordering and > © } 
gqvernemene of ithem :\yetvar (chietely* inrendethi the + <1 
= counſels and actions of reaſonablencreatures ,-and is ſo >. 
> mntentiveabout.them, thatalrhough theybe very much + + 
>» confuſedandomotorder,'yedirdothi\moſt wyely turne +. >. 
and\bring:them. to:thoſe:ends, \which:fronv:everlaſting > 54 
were foreordayned: and-appoynted-tor-themz'So that - 1:6 
all thoſe things which God from everlaſting by his 
vnſearchable wiſedome , did foreſee and know before » +- 
zacy.were,thoſe things by his wondertulland mervailons © 
xovidence.intheinltantand momentoftime appointed N 
he doth create, arderethchem being created, maintaineth & 
_— 4 them RX 
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tri bein ordeted/,'governeth them being mayntay. 
yay hg Ny i governing, them he'aoth ſo draw forth the © * 
courſeand line of his providence in this world, that no. 
thing can happen or be donein it, then'thatwhich God 4 
from all-erernity? did fore-ordayne and'appoynt. All 
thi ings do ſo dependarid han g vpon this providenceand 
powerof God, that without it, fiot one ation can be 
done, nor one —_—_ be produced w — > 1x | 
t'Godis he, whofepower and' workin rought | 
p alin 5 in that ſo, 4swithour his power Ha 
woiliris 6f God, neyther the godly can do that which 
is g00d, nor the wicked cofiimit that whichis evill. This | 
-Þ rovidence of Godis fo ioyned and combined with his * 
the doe, that the one 'of them ſeemerh as it were 
to ſhake hands with the other. For what things ſoever 
Godby this his vnſearchable foreknowledge, did from 
all ages, and from everlaſting determine 'to doe, thoſe 
things being created in time, he doth by his infinite pro. = 
vidence bringynto 10g {0 ep ends, even'as he had 
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> Whit vn bei many are the kindes of predeftination, 
.. and by what propricties clettion. hich is one of the 
1 kindes-of predeftination # deſcribed, which that they 
i.- night more: largelybe explaned, they are devided into 
_certayue ſeucrall Chdprexs, even as they ſeeme to have 
+ 1645 yk RN Fes. - Cu HAP.'S. 


: Ecing then that ene Kath: two kirides Or 
Gro intheireffe&taiidendsdo much differthe 


one from the other, to which by reaſon'of their divers ob- 
ects, 
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| > jects, and contrary ends, one and the ſelfe ſamething can 
_* notbeattribured nor given vnto them, iris behoovetull 


z more cleareneſſe and perſpicuity ſake , every of them 
** ſhouldbe handled ſeverally. The order ofteachingthere- 
> forerequireth, thatinthe firſt place we ſhould ſpeake.of 
Xe > the Election and Salvation of the Godly, and next,of 
e > thereieRtion and deſtruction of thewicked. Eletion'is 
it 7 theeternall, free , and vnchangeable purpoſe and good 
d _- pleaſureof Gods Will, whereby God hath decreed with 
h _— himſelfe, to convert vnto Chrift, ſome ſeparated, from 
'S = outof thewhole company of Man-kind;, andinhimto 
s © favethem andthrough him to give them everlaſting Life. 
e _ This Definition, as well for the matter of ir, as the maner 
* andende, we finde expreflely ſerdowne in Saint 'Paw/to 


* 


'* world ,that we ſhould bee holy and without blame before hins 
= throuch love , who hath predeftinated vs imo the adoption of 
 childrenby Teſus Chrift unto himſelfe , according to the' good 
- pleaſure of his Will. Whereas hee ſayth 1» him ( thatis in 
-- Chriſt) hehath choſen vs before the foundations of the world: 
_ heexpreſſely pointeth ar this eternall Counſell'; for as 
= much as God from all eternitie hath by his determinate 
* Counſell fore-ordayned ſome men vnto Life erernall. 
 Whereasheeſayth, 1» Chri#, hee ſheweth'the'meanes, 
- whereby, of vnworthy, he madevs worthy,'ro wit, that 
.. Salvation wholy is gotten,and beſtowed vpon vs,through 
+ Chriſt; for he made fatisfationforourfinnes, by the fa- 
"> crificeof his Death, and by the powerof his Spirite tur- 
= nethvnto himſelte, vs that were gone aſtray, and draweth 
> vsvntohim; and grafteth vs into himfelfeby atruefairh, 
2 being grafted into him , doth mercifully and mightily 
= preſervevsinthis life, and doth dayly renew and faſhion 
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© therefore, and neceſfitiedorh require italſo , that forthe 


% 


| 2 the Epheſians, where the Apoſtle ſayth : Hehath choſen ws Cap.1. 
* inhim, (namely in Chriſt) before the foundations of the "1/45 
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noreand-more,according to the: Image of God, - vn- 


llatlength, wee having/putoff this ficth; and layde a- 
ſide all other infirmitics ,; hee tnay bring vs into eternall 
-»tTherefore-although God hath-ſeparated-andichoſen 
into, the fellowſhipof.Salvation;;men, which in them. 2 


our. ASsoftentherefore,, asin-the Scripture thereis men- 
tion-made of the etetnall love and <clection of God, lo 7 
-.* pften-(-as concerning-the--cauſes of the execution of i? 
both )there is vaderitood and:pteſuppoled Chriſt the 
Mediator; as the onely ground and. fure foundation oi 7 
*themboth: But that this Definition. of Elettion'imay the 
anore-calily'be conceyved, and moreplaynely be vnder- 
Koodof every one, the Proprietiegthereot muſt orderly i 
beſet downe-and-layd-opcn. As for the Proprietics of 7 
Eledion;although/allof them are.not contayned in this O? 
ſhorrabridgeinientofthe Definition ( becauſe viſually the 
Definitions of things are made of more generall words, 
which-vnderthem contayne the more particular ) yet all 
-of themare eythercontayned as vnderſtood;vnder theſe, © 
cordoeneceflarily followthem inthe order of attayning 7 
of Salvation, and dodepend of them,like as the Links 
of:any Chayticare combited one within an other. 
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Here $4. rt; fron. F "anda ton ny or "oh Finth if 
-. Gods Childrens, for as "much 4 £, #H1en, and 0 conſe. 
wently F alvation,that dependeth of it,can by? 77.0 mMeanes 
cn annihila ted, and periſh, becauſeit us 5/0 fd © FOE £704- 
"ded on. thei e: ternal good pleaſure of Go Ca AP. 9, 


TX firſt Propriety; therefore of EeQion i is thet cernal 
Decree, which was beyond and before all ages, inas 
muchas God in his infinite goodneſle,, did thinke of the 
Salvation of Mankind before hehad created any thing. 
This circumſtance of eternal time doth declare;rhar-God 
alone didof himfelfebring to paſſerheworke of our Sal. 
vation;according vatothe good pleaſureof his will. This 
decreeof Ele&ion, he did only oncemake- beforcall be: 
ginnings, which alwayes after temayneth firme forever, 
and continueth vnchangeablethroughour all ſucceeding 
ages. It isnot contrary to this Decree, 'whereas the Pro- 
7 phetsſfay,that God yer chooſeth Sion, and Jeruſalens. For 
2 ſachaneleRionis the manifeſtation,the continuanceand 
A upappong of that heavenly eternal'eletion/For God 
” inmanswudgement;ſeemeth then to ele aman,whenhe 
calleth him, &bleſſerh'him , and/maketh him'partakerof 
= this Grace. And of this Eternity, there is often'mention 
Z madeintheholy Scripture, thatall merits, -and all other 
> mianes whatſoever, rowhich men are wont to bind &ar- 
tribute their ſalvation ,mightbewiped out of the nutnber 
of thecauſes of ſalvation,8 that the goodnes 'of God'a- 
lone mightonly be acknowledged &hotidrech tor theſole 
ciliſe of our ſalvation.'So Paul manifeſtly and-in- exprelle 
words affirmeth,that we were choſewin Chriit befopethe foun- Fp'sf 
\dations of the world werelaid, & that God hath pry ws with , T;1.1.9. 
an » holy callinz;not accordi; to our works ; bit accordinigto his 
a erace; which was given vs tn Chrite leſtvs, before the 


R$ PEPSf byes By thele 8 the like teſtimonicsof ſcriptureare 
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hr, that Gods Decree touching our Salvation, is 
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no new nor ſuddet thing, buteternall, andwithour any 
beginning: And that Godis the onely cauſe of our Sal. 
vation, and that he had no regard of our merites or wor. 
thinefſe , becauſe there werenoneatall : for as yet, wee 
ourſelves were notcreated. As often as there is mention 7 
made in theScriptures, of the cauſes of Salvation ; wee © 
arecalledvnto this cternall EleRtion , as to the tountayne 7 
of Salvation; and that for ſundry cauſes. Theſe are the 7 
eſpeciall cauſes, why God inthe matter of our Salvation, 
reducethys to his cternall Counſell. Firſt, that we might | 
know, thatthere is no changein God : for if after Sinne | 
committed, he had bethoughthimſelfe of compaſiion to- 
; Wardsvs,and had taken no care forit before ; hee might 
ſurely ſeeme changeable, ashe that willed and appoynted 
one thing before {inne, andanother thing after ſinne. But 
ſeeing thatGod fromeverlaſting hath decreed and ordai- 
ned Salyation for-vs, long before ſinne was committed, 
aercby:is prooved manifcſtly , the ſerled vnchangeable- 2 
neſſe, and continuall conftancyof his Will. Therefore © 

the everlaſting good pleaſure of God, is the onely vn- Þ 
mooveable ground of our Salvation; ſo thatour Salyation 

is ſubietand in danger tonone of the devices of Sathan, 
to/notroubles of the world, nor tono wayerings of the 

fleſh , becauſe it-hath a moſt ſtrong foundation vpon |. 
Gods evetlaſting Decree. Secondly, this circumſtance 

» > of eternall timehath- prevented the entrance of Sathans 
| teinptations. Forif God ſhould have taken the firſt care 

__ oF ourSalarion; aftertheFall of man was committed, 
* * © © andhadnotthopghe of it before, then ſurely this Will 
of God tight ſcemeto have a beginning : And-Sathan 
-mightthereby take occaſion , maliciouſly to alledge a. 
-gainſt- God, and to perſwade vs, thatthe Will of God 
concerning our Salvation , is not certayne:and conftant, 

os: | | becaulſc 
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Of Sabvation.. 1 +? {5 
becauſe that as it had a beginning , ſoit might likewiſe 
havean ende : and wee being prone vnto all ditidence 
mightquickly haye thought it had beeneſo, and by this 
meanes.,-might-have bcene in doubtof our Salvation. 
Therefore God by his provident goodnefle hath timely 
prevented theſe temptations and flejights'of Sathan , and 
hath found out an excellent remedy for our difhdence, 


reaching vs that his Decree for ourSalyation is no ſudden 


thing,nor limitted within the liftes of momentany time, 


bytetrernall and vnchangeable. So our fayth is then buil- 


ded and grounded vpona ſtrongand vnmooveable foun. 


— dation, when we heare and know that our Salvation was 


ordaynedandappointed of God from everlaſting. 
Laſtly, this Note of cternall Time;zis profitable for this 

purpoſe, namely, to withdraw and reclaime vs , as well 

from all regard or reſpetot our ownemerits and worthi- 


; = neſle, asalſo from the opinion of the interceſſion of 0. 


ther men forvs. For God did know, that the divelliſh 0- 


pinions of ourowne fatisfactionand merit , would often 
times ſteale vpon vs , ſo that wee ſhould thinke that there 
is ſome goodneſſe in vs , by which we ſhould begratious 
and acceptable before God. For man dothnot willingly 
humble and caſthimſelte downethus farre, as to attribute 
all theprayſe of his Salvation vnto the Grace of God on- 
ly. Theſe things and the like, the holy Scripture doth 
prevent and diſpell ,, ſhewing that God hatheledted vs 
from everlaſting , before we were, and hath given vs Sal- 
vationin Chriſt; and ſo doth condemne vs of tooliſhnes 


andvngodlineſſe, if wee now created;, would getor de- 
ſerve our Salvation by any other meanes. For ſuch is the 


vntowardnefle and blindneſſe of mans diſpoſition , be- 
cauſe that wretched menare ſo bewitched of Sathan by 


finne, that when thereis any ſpeech of Salvationand ever- 


laſting Felicitie, they would gladly beginne from _ 
where ; CLVES. 
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ſelves. Hence they frame to themſelves divers preparati. 
ons, by which they ſtrive to prevent and deſerve the fz. 
yourot God. But by what meanes;, I pray you, can they 
deſerveany thing, which arenot atall 7 And whar good 
works or merits of theirs could there be, beforethe world 7 
was made, and before their owne Creation? Therefore 
the eternallEleRion of God, doth every where through. 7 
our'the whole Scripture proove, that this Mercy is the 
frce gift of G OD, and that hee for his owne fake onely 
was mooved to ele&vs. So that thiseternail Election, 
doth not onely ſet farre aſide all reſpect of mans wor- -* 
thineſſe , but alſo throweth man downe even to Hell, 
together with all his merites, if heeſhould bee dealte F* 
withall according to his owne- defertes, and Gods | 
uſt indgement, | | 
Here therefore is ſet downe a continuall contraricty 
-and oppoſition, betweene mans merite and worthinelle, 
and Gods eternall EleQion, yea, ſuchand ſo greatan op. - 
poſition, thattheaffirming of the one,is the maniteſt de. '# 
niall of the other. Looke how much therefore the Scrip- ; * 
-___ *rureattributeth to Gods Election, fo much it detractcth © 
+79:2-9- from mans worthineſſe. For this cauſe the holy Scripture | | 
*hath ſer thar eternall Election , and mans worthineſſe as © 
two things extreamely contrary one toan other, teaching 
vs, thata man may ſooner and eaſter wrin poyle out of a 7 
Flint ſtone,or ſtrike fire outof the middeſt of the Ocean, | 
3 then that God ſhould findeany thing in mans Nature, |: 
| , 7. , worthy of hisElegion. © 77 
js #5. \--— » They thereforewhich ſecke-for, Salvation or the leaſt 
WU «©  partethereof withour the eternall Election. of G O D, b: 
= _ they doe not onely ſecke Life indeath-;, and Salvation! 
in the middeſt of condemnation; but-alfo; they ſecke 7 
God withour GOD, and by fuch ſeeking ſhall tinde 7 
nothing elſe "bur hell fire and (erernall puniſhment, 2 
| becauſe 
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becauſe that one and the ſelfe ſame thing cannot pro. 
ceede from divers cauſes. For God onely is good , and 
ſo good , that hee can finde no good ellewhereatany 
2” time,orin any place, but onely in himſelfe : and con- 
> trariwiſe, mans Nature is ſo wicked , and depraved, that 


> out of it can proceede nothing but wicked deedes and 


> vngodly practiſes. But of this hereafter wee will ſpeake 
2 morelargely. 

” Tr is therefore the vndeſerved, and altogether the 
free goodnefle of God, in that hee from everlaſting or- 
dained and appointed eternall Salvation for vs, when 
wee were not as then created. And therefore of {6 
go and bountifull a God , who would not hope 
well: 

Moreover , ſeeing God hath ele&ed vs to Salvation 
and Life everlaſting, hence it manifeſtly appeareth , that 
none could bee our Intercefſour to God'forvs. Becauſe 
then there was no man , beſide God onely and alone, 
which was the whole cauſe of our Ele&ion. Hence like- 
wiſe, as out of a moſt cleare Glaſſe , we may ſee what 
care God hath of our Salvation , becauſe that from ever- 
laſting, hedid ſo providently prevent and turne away all 
the hindrances of our Salvation. So the incredible, and 
more then fatherly goodneſſe of God is chictely made 
knownein this, namely, that he was carefull for our Sal- 
vation, before we were. And let theſe thinges ſuffice to 
bee briefcly compiled concerning the firſt Proprictic of 
EleQtion. 

The ſecond Proprietie of Ele&ion is, that Election 
is an highand hiddden Decrce, not onely becauſe God: 
from all eternitie, before the foundation of the world,be- 
fore any thing was created,did fore-ordaine and appoynt 
It with himſclfe, but alſo in reſpe& of thoſe things, 


waich are contayned and ordayned in that eternall 
; , Decree, 
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48 The golden Chayne | THF 
decree, which are {o deepe and hidden in the meaning 


andvnderſtanding of them, that they doe not onely farre 
out-ſtrippe mans capacity, butalſo doe as farre exceed the 
vnderſtanding of the Angellesthemſelves , as the higheſt g” 
Heaven is diſtantfrom the loweſt earth. For the manner > 
of redeeming and ſaving of Mankinde, tis ſo deepe and * 
ſecret, thatthe very Angels themſelves cannot {urmile the 
leaſt of it, much lefſe conſider and determine of it. For 
this caule, it is often called in the Scripture, the Mylteric 
Ebeſ.3 9 that is hidden in God ; becauſeit is manifeſt and knowne 
Col-1-1%: ynto God onely, and becauſe no Creature can know it, 
but by Revelation. And fo it iscalled by Paul to the Ro. 
Ca2.16.25, mans, the ſecret Myſteric, thatis, vaknowneto the Crea- * 
tures. 

In this great and ſecret Conſultation, the Sonne of 
God did conſult with the Father everlaſting,and the holy 
Ghoſt , and determined how and when hee would take 
mans Nature vpon him , and redeeme his Choſen with - 
the ſacrificeof his Death. Surely this Myſterieof the In- 
carnation and benefite of Chriſt his Paſſion , are of all - : 
Gods wonders the greateſt, (as elſewhere ſayth Saint 4- 
gnitine : ) the manifeſtation of which Myſtery , isnota 
common Schoole to men and Angels, but an high and 
an heavenly Vniverſity,in which, more things remaine to 
belearned of both of them, then both of them are able 
to conceive and learne. Therefore wee muſt receyve it 
with great reverence, and repoſe our ſelves with a ready 
and thankefull heart and will , in this moſt ſecret Coun- , © 

or Bo the heavenly Court. And thus farre for this pro- 

riety. - 
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' Thewonderfull mixture of Gods Iuflice with his CAMerdy, 

|: ſo bigh a HMyiteric, that Mankind: ſhowtd havebent _ «1 
1 12qwite,paft -remeate , by reaſon of the greatneſſe of fitine + \<* 
1 end: duration, wvnlcſſe Gods wiſedome had. found 


_ wt anes of deliverance for it, CHAP. 100. 
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ne "He third Proprietie of Election-is, that EleQion is a 
' -4, moſt wiſe Decree. For Mankinde was not. onely 
. — ſimplyſubictvnato Godsiuſt Wrath and Damnation,burt 
-a- ©» allo, was thrawnedowne headlong intoſo deepeapitand 
- gulfeof death and damnation ,/ that there was no reaſon 
- norcounſellfound with any Creature for the delivery of 
- it. For God would bee metrcifull vnto none, except his 
- Juſticehad beene firſt ſatisfied : but that it might-be ſatil- 
fied, andthat man. might be reconciled to God agayne, - 
2 there could no way: nor-meancs bee found-to appeale 
/ » Gods wrath in any Creature, eyther in. Heaven above,or 
/. © in the Earth beneath. For Gods juſt Wrath is a farre 
4 > greater weight, anda more heavie burthen,, then can be 
d  vader-goneof any Creature, asmayappeare in the dam- 
= ned "Poth Men and Angelles, ,who fuſtayne thegreat- 
c _ nefle and weight of Gods wrath, andare notable tore-. 
t  - mooveit, and thereforeare, and ſo remayne condemned 
y = forever. So that whenno meanes and way at all could 
- |} bee found amongſt men, to reconcile God vnto them: 
+ Godinfinitcly wiſe , of his owne accord, ſought outa 
> remedy and meanes to r-deeme Mankinde ,. and by his 
= vnſearchable Wiſedome found outſuch a Sacrifice, vpon 
> which he might caſtallourſinnes, andiuſtly puniſh them 
> initandmake ſatisfaction for them.  At-this Saint Pawt ,,,... 
> aymed, when he ſayth tothe Romans ; That God _ 
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ynderftanding, butalſoin 99 pom thereof, it doth as it 
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forth Chriſto bee.a Propitiation through Fayth in his 


«Saint Petey alſo in his firſt Epiſtle;-confidering this, - 
rmeth;;"that Chriſt was erdaynedia-Redeemer for , 
ys aforchand;everr before the world:was made.- Both = 
theſe Apoſtles doe teach vs in exprefſe wordes , that * 
Chriſt our Redeemer proceeded and came from no 


place elſe;bureven from-the—boſome-of God mof 


wiſe, as outof the heavenly Sanfuarie. This mixture 


of Iuſtice-and ' Mercie in God,'is ſuch a difficult and | 6 
highſecret, thatitdoth not onely infinitely exceed mans 


were ſwallow vp and conſume the capacity of the An. 
gelles themſelves, although it be very quicke : For men 


areſoblindedinfinne', and fo contrary and abalienatcd 


from God and their owne Salvation, that of themſelves 
they cannot take the very leaſt cogitation- thereof. And _ 
the Angelles; as Peter witneſſeth, doe deſire to beholde 
the hidden'Myſterie of Redemption , which isnowe rc 2 
yealed.- Therefore ſurely they vnderſtand it not fully, / 
asitis revealed; much lefſecould they know it, beforeit _ 
was madermaniteſt, DAR TER 
--Inthis fo admirablemanner of redeeming Mankinde, 
God barhnot onely declared his vnſearchable Wiſedom, 
buralſo hath maniteſted his infinite Mercy, and vnſpeak- 
able goodnetſe towards Mankinde?, and hath expreſſed | 
it, and paynteditforth,in'thismeanes of our Redemp- 
t6n, inore clearely;, then in any. Glaſſe. For herein hee ,_ 
hath done contrary to'the nature and. diſpoſition of all (5 
Creatures ;.For Creatures, when they are offended, are 


. wonttodeliberate and take counſell, how they may ſur- 


priſe ; and! viterly- deſtroy theyr enemies and adverls- 


11+.4 4.3 TIES) :*but contranwile; God tooke counſell, and fought 


how he mighrtſaveanddeliver his adverſaries from cter- 
nc | nal] 


Mas In 


of Salvation, © gr 

bis 2 qall deſtruction, and beſtow ypontherd all ſpirituall and 
_ _* heavenly bleſſinges. This his acceptable goodneſſe, that 
Ns, > hee might:make more nianifeſt and more clearethen the 
for #  noonelight, hee did cleane contrary tothe cuſtomevſed 
oth 2 amongſt men, in thathee ſoughta meancs to reconcile 
hat * vs ro himſelfe agayne , whichby all right, we oughtrather 
No to have ſought, Forhe had not only not offended vs, but 
oft | muchrather had inrichedvs with infinite bleſſings : yet 
urc  wehadnot offended him once , buta thouſand wayes; 
nd * ſo that wee- by right and equity were bound to cnde- 
ans  vourourſelves to finde a meanes , whereby wee might 
Sit - pacifie him; bceing offended ſo many wayes, and pro- 
: carehis fayour agayne. ; 10'T vine 
M _ + Butthere was notſo muck goodneſſein: vs , as tohave 
- even the.lcaſt thought of reconciling God vnto vs. So 
- our mercifull God ſtayed not{olong with his remedy:of 
- Grace , vntillwee were become Sinners and wretched 
> Creatures, but prevented our -miſchiete; and deter. - 
- = mined to reſtore Life vnto vs , ( before we had loſt it ) 
' © by his heavenly wiſedomeand goodneſle. 

© . And laſtly, he reſtored-and prepared: for vs a Life 
- through | Chriſt , an infinite deale better , then that 
' weehadloſt in _1ſdamn, as hereafter ſhallmore fully ap. 
-- peare. 
: F Furthermore , out of this Fore-knowledge of God 
.- weeleamne,. that-GO D by his Wiſedome , did moſt 
+ perfectlie, fore-knowe . all theſe Eventes which 'are 
- brought to paſſe by wicked Creatures ; ' and are re- 
y pugnant to his Heavenly Will and -Commaunde- 
> ment; : . Seeing that hee brought a fitte -and ſuteable 
r. » Remegdie; for. the! Evill. committ@,, and layde to a 
- » Playkter,, -evenly-; anſwering. the-'wound, ih. juſt pro- 
: pomuon :. Which hee could never have done , vn- 
© leſſe hee had moſt perfeRlie and exadllic fore-leene 
W -rcb E 2 and 
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and perceyved the fore, and the greatneſſe thereof, 
But in as: much as men and Angelles did not know © 
themeanesof reconciliation, from thence 'it'is evident 
thatthey were not indued with infinite Wiſedome , nor # 
wifedome of their owne, butwith a limited wiſedome, * 
and ſuchas they had receyved from God. And if they © 
had bene indued with their owne wiſedome, theywould 
have beene as wiſe"; as to themſelves had ſeemed beſ}, 
and would have dived into the moſt ſecret Myſterics of 
the Kinedomeof Heaven. Bur ſeeing they were indued 
with witdome that they had receyved from: God, their | 
wiſedometherefore was liſtedand limited with certayne , 
bounds. For the Wiſedome of God is the oney 
cauſe and+ meaſure of all wiſedome , in ſuch forte, 
that there can 'bee no more wiſedome in men not 
_— , then GOD wotketh and preſerveth in 
ere tos adn 2 goinodad Arr 5p Niger | | 
- And'its as much as God ſought and found out 1 - 
meanes of our” Salvation and Redemprion , freely of ® 
his owne accord ,' withour ahy intreatis of ours , it 5 © 
nocommon norflight, butan exceeditg greatand ſingu. » 
lar commendation both of 'his Wifedomeand Favour: 
maſmuchas(Tfay) he ordayned Chriſt from everlaſting, 
to bee the Mediator for the Salvation of the world, that 
ie ty reconcile God ymo the worldeby the Sacti- » 
tice of his death. Herebeholde and/admire the incfti 
mable Mercieof God im that hee had rather hisowne 
Sorme ſhould die :, then thar all Mankirideſhould ve: T 
ris,” Hereagaynebcholde,andyeverently embrace the © 
womprehenfible g00dneſſe and mercy of the Sonne of = 
God , towardes wreathed than, mhar'hee accounted 
the! Salvation” of 'Mankinde there” precious -then his | 
_  owne tie” Chriſt himlelfe | having refpect ro this, | 
lebn 3. 16. fayth in Saint 36h; So GO DJ lboyed the Worlde, be 


that 


{2 
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-* thatheſenthis'onely begotten Sonne, that bykim hee 


of, | 
ow _ © mightreſtore and: beſtow vpon Mankinde, Lite that was 


: 


£ 


: 
LEE 


en: loſt , and Salvation that was paſt hope. Therefore this 


- provident Wiſedome of God, was wondertnlly ne. 
2 ceſlary for Mankinde, and very profitable ; yea, and itf 
= ſuchſort, that without it, all Mankinde had periſhed. -So 
114 _ that the Wiſedome of God is to be adored and reveren- 
f, © cedof vs, and ought continually to bee the onely rule 
xf | andmeaſureof our wiſedome: and thatſo, asthat all o- 
-- therwiſedome without it ſhould bebaſeandof no value, 
- andbe no more regarded then meere folly and fooliſh- 
* neſſe it ſelfe. And for as much as God of his infinite 
dy > Wiſedom found a meanes to deliver vs from ſuch a bot- 
ce, © tomleſle ai, pos miſerie ; henceſhould the Godly en- 
or | tertayne and conceyve great Rope in all their adverſities. 


O 
For {ecing hee hath found out a moſt wiſe meanesand 


way out of ſo deepeand intricate a miſchiefe , 'out of 
which , -thewiſedome of men-nor Angelles couldgive 
no direction how to eſcape, therefore ſurely hee can very 

_ eafilydelivervs'fromany dangers of this life, how great 
1. loever they bee, forin his hand are manyand incredible 
7. *  meanesof delivery. So that where there is no counſell 
»  Nnormeanesof delivery with man,there is there acertaine 
>  Hlueand ready way with God. Therefore in theſe dan- 


i , gers,whichthreaten aſſured death preſently, and favour 
j - of nothing elle, butof theopengrave, and vn-avoyd- 
4 able deſtruction , intheſe, GO D moſtwiſe hath many 


meanes of helpe , and deliverance from them. For it 
+ tsancaſiething with him to makeanifſue where there is 
#- none, ſooner thenin the twinkling of aneye, if it bec 
1  hispleaſure, Thisthen is onronely hope and ſtrong con- 
: lolation inourextreame temptationsand troubles , that 

: weehave God forour Helperand Deliverer , which in 

* + the middeſt of death can ſtretch forth his handes and 
: E 3 _ reſtore 
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reſtore ys to life , and hath many more meanes to helpe 4 
vs.; then there are Creatures in the whole vniverſall 


X worlde. - And thus farre of the thirde Proprietie of E 
4 abt yea Ce cOEIrIR: Aron. GC EE. ee as. 


The free and undeſerved Mercy of God, t the 
true cauſe of Elettion , and that u greater by 
many degrees , then that the greateit Sinner © 
can or ought rightly to doubt of it though never | = 
ſo little, much leſſe deſpaire of it. 3 


P Lanai ot Cuay, XI. 
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be hae fourth Proprietic is, that Gods Eletion is altoge. ! | 
"A thera mercifull, free, and voluntary Decree : thatis | 
tolay; tharGodhadno other reaſon , ro-induce him. to 
_ chooſe-miſerable man; butonely his owne.meere mercie 
and favourable good-will , asisaforeſayde in the cauſes 
of Predeſtination. This Mercy of God,is notany affedt- 
on in God, which beginneth of a ſudden ſometimes, 
and. ſometimes endeth of a ſudden ,, .neyther is itany 
Paſſion, which ſometime.increaſeth, and {ſometime de- 
crealeth {for if there were any ſuch ſucceeding change 
m God, God ſhould in nowiſebe God ) bur it is an e- 
ternaland a moſt ready g20d Will, to do g00d ynto milſc- 
rable men. Therefore this eternal good Wilin God him- 
ſelfe,js the onely andole cauſe, y heeleed miſerable 
| maned theattainement of Salvation: Aske nowe what 
OR eiet C65 | 15 


7 REG. «dos te 6 hes ofQ; - 
EIT " 2 1 as Sat FTE 
4 8 > 


: of Salvation.” 


LL 


” grace : ſuch a favourable and gratious affection of his 
”” good Will,(toſpcake after the:manner of men): is cal- 
* Ied Mercy; which in God is nothingelſe, but aneternall 
' anderatious purpoſe to have mercy on thoſe, on whom 
\, | andgratious purpoſero have mercy or 

- heewill have mercy : thatis to ſay,togive them freedome 
y  fromtheirmiſery. This isalwayes oneand the- ſelfe ſame 
7 | in God, which neveraltereth, butſtandeth andabideth 
7 *.- continually in one ſtate and degree. For the names of 

- theſeaffetionsthatare givenvnto God, from the Pafh- 

ons that are in man. , doe not ſet forth any Pafhon or 
Changein God, butpaynt out vnto vs his vnſpeakeable 
liking or hatred of thoſc thinges which then are in hand. 
So this Mercy of God is nonew or ſudden motion and 
* affetionin God, bur his eternall and vnchangeable Pro- 
- {2 prietie : which as itis once, ſuch itisalwayes ; without 
 - whichGodcannotbe God. w_ 
> Avoftentherefore, as any man thinketh of God, let 
 - himremember his vnſpeakeable goodneſle , and readi- 
| _- neſſetohelpe, which can in no meanesbe ſeparated, nor 
: dil-itoyned from God. 

: - Butmany times thoſe things that are proper vntoman, 
areattributed vnto him, becauſe his Propertics cannot be 
comprehended of man : and therefore they are ſhadow- 
ed forthvnto man , by the properties ofman, as it were 
through a Lattice, and fo are madeknowne vnto him. 

So God doth aftera ſort repreſent ynto vs,as in a Glaſle,: . 
his ſpiritual and heavenly Myſteries and hidden Decrees, 
by the ſpeech or affeRions of man. And thus God for 


his vaſpeakeable Loves ſake toward Mankinde , doth 
; E 4 not- 
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not thinke much to deſcend from his greatneſfſe , and 7 
from the Throaneof his Maieſtic, and debaſe himſelfe {6 -* 
lowe, 'asto apply himſelfe to the capacity of a rude and  * 
frayle man.» And from hence is ſeene betterthen inany + 
Glaſſe, how great care God taketh for the Salvation of 

" Mankind. — 
This/Mercie; is that moſt ſpeciall goodneſle of God, 
- Whichisnotbounded and-reſtrayned within the limites © - 
of this life, bur ftrerchethand reachethvnto all Eterni:y: * 
fo thatirbringeth with it everlaſting Life , and eternall 
Salvation ; and: contayneth and includeth thoſe onely 
whichareeleed fromeverlafting,and thoſe that ſhall be | - 
blefſed forevermore.”* This differeth very much from the © _ 
generall Mercy of God', by which hee cheriſheth and * 
maintaynethall living Creatures : for it is one thing to 
havea care overall living Creatures, to provide thinges 
neceſſary for them, and mercifully: ro guide and governe _ 
them. Sothatalthough Godin his Fatherly care doth 7 
not forſake even the bruite beaſtes, but careth for each of /*® 
them : yet more eſpecially God declareth his goodneſſe © 
in Mankinde. For he doth good, notonely to the righ- * 
teous and godly , butalſorothevniuſt and vnthanketull. 
| Forhee maketh the Sunne to riſeypon the good and the 
Mat.$-45. badde, layth Chriſt in Matthew,and in Luke. Such be. : 

\Leuke 5.23. nefites of God areremporalland common to the Godly 

I and'to the wicked : ſothatout of them , Gods ſaving 7 

good Will cannot be knowne. For many abound heere 

A with richesand honour, which-yet comenot to eternal! 

© 26k 13.15, Lite, as we may ſee inthe rich gſutton , and in many o- 

28 tner. And it is an other thing toele& in Chrift thoſe 

"A that were loſt, to forgive themtheirſinnes. and ro draw 
them vnto Chriſt by an effeQtual calling,toſanify them 


by the power of his ſpirit, and in the end, to crowne 
them with eternal! glory. 
Ps lap | | wh This 


=_ - of Salvation.” | #7 
'? This merey of God is wonderfully and ſingularly ex- 
-” tolled and commended in RIIING of the Scripture. 
** This is erected as an heavenly; banner, vmto which as to 
+ a ſanuary and a moſt ſafe haven the ele children of 
2 God are called by theglad ridings of the Goſpell ; This 
-” excelleth and beareth the prizeamongſtall theworkes of 
God : This breaketh thegates: ofhell, and ſerteth-open 
& © © heaven doore: this-is the onely ſacred refuge;. which 
': _ whoſoever layeth hold vpon, ſwimmeth happily ourof 
ll © the wavesof every ſtorme, and avoydeth the danger of 
ly = death; which otherwiſe would be athand, andeſcapeth 
e , > without making ſhipwrack of falvation.\This mercy of 
c God, is amoſt foveraine balme to a diſmayed minde; 
d * which healeth their wounds without any payne. Tothis 
0 _.* appertayneththat golden ſentence of Augu##ine, whereas 
- hefayth, when man/prayſeth himſelfe there.is vanity and 
> pride, when God prayſcth hiniſelfe there is grace and 
> mercy, for whathe prayſeth-inhim(clfe, thatwill he give 
;* rothem that put their truſt in him. As oftentherefore as 
© > heprayſeth himſelfe, ſo often doth heinviteand call men 
- = vnto his mercy. In this mercy of God there arc twover. 
. > tuesto beconſidered. The fivltis; thatir is bylinfinite de- 
> > greesgreater then can be inany creature; Forwhat kind- 
, = nefle and mercy ſoever is inany creature; it loweth and | 
> fltethonlyoutof this mercy of God, as out ofthe onely 
> living fountayne. Sothat although there.bea greatand 
> an carneſt af-aion of kindnes m many, creatures, yet 
, - compared with the mercy of God.,it will-ſcarce bealtttle 
# partor ſparkle thereof. For this mercy of God dothnot ,,;,,,, 
> onelyfarreexceede the capacity of mans mind, buris alſo 7.12. © 
> higher, broader, and deeper then the. whole-yniverſall 5;"*/3- 
> world. 2 99 21 79 Baan 
Wherefore although that love whichis in parents be 
> amoſtearneſt and tender affetion, whereby they me 
Fo | an 
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and'embtace their children as their owne-bowels, yet 2 
that loveand poodnes of God is farre above, and much * 7 
 excecdeth allchelove'of men.” This God himſelte teſti. 7 
£/:.49.15.” fieth'in Eſay, Although'a Mother doe forget her childe, ye 


IT 
4 


will 1 ot forget thee , but will alwaycs' be mindfull of the, © 


UE 
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VIS 


What compaſſion foever therefore can be found in man, * 
iis farre'inferiour to Gods mercy. For looke how © 
reat God himſzltciis, fogreatalſoishis mercy. There. © 
ore hke as God in his! vs is infinite; ſo likewiſe is 
__ heinfinite in mercy, for with it:the whole carth is filled, 
P/al,33-5- ſayth the Pfalmiſt-. Tt is given and-aplyed vnto all the * 
ele& children of 'God- throughout; the: whole world, © 
which: could not bee if'itwere' finite:and bound vn. © 
to one certayne 'place': bur ſceing that at one time it * 
ſheweth forth" the. ſaving vertue thereof in divers pla. © 
ces, \it followeth:therefore-thar (it is infinite-in all pl. 7 
ces. This 'mercy of God, 'is too baſely' and'meancly * 
. eſteemed of vs, except this prayſe: be given: vnto it, 
as an honour due vnto it : That ir doth infinitely cx- /® 
ceede all rhe ſenſes of fleſh; and all the affections ey- © 
ther of Farhers or Mothers'.” This the Pfalmiſt Genit- © 


. 


2427-19 ech when' he! fayth; My father and my mother have fr. © 
ſaken me, but the Lord hath gathered me vp. This therc- ; 
fore is farre above and excecdeth the compaſſion of all 
Creatures. | 20 

© Theothervertue of Gods mercy is, that itis altoge- 
ws nant thar God found invs' nothing at all, but 
moſtabſolute and extreame miſery; and that he wis y - 
induced by his owne meere grace and mercy to fave 
vs, that he: eleted man (that in hiraſelfe was vrtcrly 
 acaltaway) and appoynted him'to-falvation. And thit _ 
clection 15 the free and yndeſerved gift of God, it may 
| be proved by many reaſons and arguments. Firſt, be- 
caulc he cleted man from everlaſting; before he was, 
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and hadineyther done good nor evill, Hence itplaynely 
| hat in electing man God:had-no reſpect of 

his merites or! worthines. For if there had beene any 

> firſt have beene and have done fome good, forthe et- 

' * fects are not before their cauſes, but after. But ſeeing 

-> man was notthen, when he was elected vntolite, there- 

* fore alſo could there then be no worke of his. For the 

© cauſes.goe before their effects in; the order of nature, 
* and .in- the manner of working ;; and-effeds-can in;nd 

\« Wiſe be produced, G4 the cauſes firſt be, by whoſe 

4 _ © powerandyertue the cfte&s, be brought forth; Therc- 

'. © fore out of this.circumſtance of eternity it is'playnely 

* gathered, that:cleftion 1s the! free gift of. God. For I 
would fayne. knowe what man--could doe 'or deſerve 

* before the, world was made, and before his owne cre- 

2 ation * Therefore, whatſoever: the Papiſts dreame of - 
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2 heere concerning godlines. and faith foreſcene,' is ab- 
. + ſard and falſe, a5: hereafter ſhall be declared. Bur: that 
_ == election. is free [and floweth-from the 'mecre favour 
q > of God, and that it excludeth all the indeavours and 
- workes, of men, the holy. Scripture doth expreſſcly 
- teach in /many places. For Pale to, Timothy ſayth,; that 2.7im.r.. 
11; G OD. faveth. vs not, according/to. our one workes, * ra 
> but according to' his owne purpoſe and grace, which 7" 
= was given vnto vs through Chriſt before the: world 
. = was. Hecre Saint Pawle for the better cleering and. ex- 
« . © preſling of it, ſerteth downe mans workes;/and.the grace 
- of God as two We ny A oppolite oneagainſt an other, 
= and ſevereth ſalvation from many merites, and attributeth 
> it wholyto the grace of God, 
* Andagayneman(takehimat the beſt) is fo corrupted 
Yi © &pollured with ſinne,that there is no good thing-in him 
© which remayned vnſpotted &vnfteined from fin, _— 
7 :  TOre 


23.Cor,3.5. 
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forewhole man'is rotonely turned away from God and 
all goodnes,burwithal, is ſo prone vnto evill in the whole 7 
affeion of hisnature, and-in all the parts thereof, that of 

himſelfe he can bring forth nothing elſe but{inne, andal 
mannerof wickednes;thatſhewethitſelfeevenin his leat © 


. 


thoughts,becauſe man without the grace of God and the 
bench of regenerationis ſo wicked and perverſe, thathe * 
cannotthinke, muchlefle do any good thing, as the holy © 
ſcripture teftifietvand'proveth :'yea, he is fo farre outof 
lovewitheoodnes,thathe'cannort without offence indure 
thatonceitſhould be mentioned; Forwhen ſome evill; 
forbiddervhim of God, andthe good'commanded, ther 
doth-he! ſet himſelfeiwholy-againſt it; andtageth ands' 
angry agaiaſt "God :2and>his *wicked"affeRions break 
forthopenly like vntowildeatid'vramedbeaſts; and run 
out like wilde horſes : and-the more ſeverely that God 
forbidderh anyevill, the more egerly doth miſerable man 
9 IVE ſothat aman'miay fooner wiing oyIc out » 
otanhard ſtone; then thar amaninot*tegenerate ſhould 
_ good thing thatſhoutd pleaſe God);of be avaylc: * | 
able for his ſalvation. Sceing then thatman in his whole 
nature and will is a foe andan enemy to God, I ſee not by 
+ what meanes he may deſerve life at Gods hands. More _ 


+ over, ſeeing that man'was drenched through ſinne, info 


 deepe apit, and bottomſeſſegulfe of damnation, that he 


could not vnderſtand'nor comprehend it, therefore alb 
he had penſhedforeverinit, if God by his grace had not 
pluckedhimourofir;/ and delivered him through Chril, © 
his onlybegortenSonne. For miſerable mani isfo blinded # 
 throughſinne, thathe cannot vnderſtand his owne cvill, 
much leſſe can he cure it. Sinne therefore as an vnavoy- 
dable deſtrutionlurketh in mans nature; as in adcepe pit © 
of hipocrify:: andif God/had riot revealed-it inhis lawe, 
and withall, found a remedy for ir in his Goſpel, man a 


rogetha | | 


of Suboutvon: * Fr 
zecther ignorant of his myſtery, had'rumne- headlong 
ya S deſtruction. w arc ne; thelcalt {inne.that is, 
> inthenatureof * gar tredoundett;ro the l- - 
* honorof God; and. deferveth his fierce/indignation; rhe 
-> preatnes'whereof no crearure is able to fufter andover- 
> come; asa man mayſee inth8 Angels that felland were 
condemned So that man had forever perithed' mn his 
* miſery,if Godby thedcathofhisSonnehad nordrawne 
” him-out of ir. This-vntowardnes of mans natare- ant 
> backwardnes to all good , doth wonderfully fer'forth 
: Gods mercy, and proverth it to be free, becauſe Godin 
- choofingman being ſach abhe is vntollite; doth declare 
- hisfreeboutty,andvndeſerved mercy. 9mm 07 wot # 
- __ Vponthis mercy of God, is eronnded the hope and 
: conſolation of all the faithfull,, wherefore alchoughrhey 
- excellinno worthines, nor have any meriteswhich they 
- maybring vato God, yer thisonierhing may{be fifficienr 
2 torthem'to:'come'to-all happines; namely; aharGod:in 
his nature is 'good/and mercifull, and fo farforth 
and mercifull; as that he-would rather help-andadvance 
vnto happines miferable-men, fucks aswere almoſt paſt 
help, then thoſe'tharwere- oF great account, and'trified 
in their owne ſtrengeh- They therefore which truft char 
God willbe their Saviour-even for his owne free good- 
nes fake,it neceſſarily followeth;that they have their faith 
ounded'vpon, and correfpondenrvno the grace ofthe 

Goſpell. Bur they which truſting:in their owne:merits 
thinke that God will be theirrewarder, have their hope 
in no wiſe framed according to thertenoroftheGo'pcll, 
fo that they waver in doubtfull and hurtfull perplexitics, 
tiltbeing at-thekengthrovercome; theyarearthelaftcatt 
downe, and ſwallowed vp of deſperation. This therefore 
15 the mutuall and continuall relation betweene a Chri- 


ſtian-mans faith, and Gods free bounty, that an _— 
an 
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this mercy of God tniſerable- finners may ſuck this moſt 
ſweete: comfort; that by theyr. humble and lowly con. © 
feſſion/and loathing of their {innes ; they have God; 
excecding mercy; prepartd-and- exhibited vato them, 
asa certayne and preſent remedy: for all theyr evils. Alſo 
heere 1s a thing worthy ito! be noted, 'that God who of 

his vadeſerved favour--did deliver miſerable mankinde 
from fo: great A taiſchiefe, 'dorth-geach-and commaund 

vs by his example; that to our-pawer: we-thould helpe | 
thoſe-thatatein'miſery. Yea; and the greatct- that their 
miſery-is,' the more ſhould-every, of vs-know , that we _ 
are bound-vnta God tor t0/ belpe-them:: and it wee do | 
not-helpethean as muchas; ywocat when neede requi-  - 
cethy.by:thatwvee thewe ourſtlves-to:be enemyes and = 
adveraryes:td God: For they: whichtare wicked againſt * 
God, cannot be good-;towards;men; Ant they do in- © 
deede declare: that they. are; man-leyers, in the fight of 
God::For-if-atbers hould-forfake: them) likewiſe , and 
not helpe them, they:ſhould decay and'periſh in thcir 
miſery, and-ſo they are the occaſion and cauſe of theyr 
death, asfarre-forth as'in'themilyeth, and.therefore are 
wdged and ſhallbecondemned of God asmanifeſt man. 
fleyers-/This'the Scriptitre ſetteth-downe in expreſſe _ 
words, ſaying, thatiudgementmercileſle ſhallbe to him , 
ſhewethno merey.,. PE lame "3 
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Mme Heere the wicked and fond fiction of the Papiits concer- \.3 
''* aine /aithand good works  foreſeene, which they dreamt wu 
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* 20 be the cauſes of elettron , are confut? 4 4s fo alſe by > 


MN. , .94 playne tefimonies of holy ſcripture. Cuav.12. - 
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of = N Ow whatſoever the Papiſts doe talkeof concerning 

3 fayth and godlineſle fore-ſeene, is nothing elſe bur 
nd _ a moſt yayne dreame and fooliſh fition ; For in that 
pe © they ſay ,, that God fromeverlaſting knewſuch orſuch, 
cir © tharthey would be good , and that they would deſerve 
ve _ eleftionby their good workes, itis to forge a weake and 
lo » fond fable, about which they may trifle at their plea- 
- > ſure, and _—_ teare. Hof _ is = Few? _ 
- _ vane any Whte'be found; of which flroite 
. © only author and finiſher. The Papiſts in this dotrine 
ot are confated by many places of holy ſcripture, and 
d _ are convinced of manifeſt vntruth. For holyneſſe and py 
ir a godly life, are the fruites and effects of- eletion. For IN 

= God dig ele his from everlaſting, nor becaufe they 

: would be good in themſelves, and worthy of their 
: election, bur he eleted them being evill, that after- 
- wards by his grace they might become good. This " 
. the Scrptute doth teſtifie in manifeſt and expreflſe ? 
« words, when'it ſayth, thar Godhath choſen vs, that ; 

: wee ſhould be holy and without blame before him Weoet-Þ 
- = throughlove. 4 92 
_ _* *Heere we maycleerely ſee, that God did'not finde 

= ſuch asſhould be eledted; good, but that being clefted 

z = of him, he maketh them good. So: that integrity of _— 
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and good workes do follow cle&ion as the true effe&; 


thereof, and go not beforeit as the cauſe. And if good 


workes ſhould be.the cauſe of election, man ſhould have 
choſen God, and Godhould not have, choſen man, ſv W 
ſalvation ſhould be mans merit, and not Gods gift, ang @ 
election ſhould be, notbecauſe God is mercitull, but be. 7 
cauſeman is good and tuſt. Againc,the Papiſts, in ſetting 
vp workes forcleenc as the caule of ſalvation, deny God © 


tobe God, and make his grace ofno account. For God | 


alone is good,and thegnly fountaine of goodnes. There- | 
fore whoſoever thinke that they have the very leaſt good | 
thing in them without God, do deny him to bethe only | 
author ofallgood; andilodeny him to be Gog. For God | 
cannot be God, cxcepthealone beſctypandacknowled: | 
ged theanely founzayne ofall ggodnes : For. what man. | 
nerot God ſhould he be, it notthe only author, and ſole | 
{ Barzk the Papiſts ſhauld/Þe vrged ſomewhat neercr | 
andharder,asnamety,out of what ns thoſe works 
toreſeene ſhould flowand have their beginning : if *þcy F- 
an{were from mans nature and freewill, they are farre de. | 
ceived, andare blinder then the: very Moles..For mans | 


whole gature,withallthe parts;thereoFeyther of ſoule or | 
body, even vnto theleaft drop of his blond,-s ſo.corrup- © 


tedanddefiled with finne,that all his thoughts, and what- © 
{oever praccedeth from him,any manner of way, is only | 
eyill, OCo9e: Sothat-mans nature after his fall, |. 
neyther will nor can;do.any thing exe bur rive and | 
wraſtle againſt God,jand: that with a continual) and. eat- } 


neſt defire. This the, holy ſcripture doth not only; teſtify, T7 
butalſo experience proveth to be ſo: for men when they © 
areleftio themſelves, do naronly.notacknowledge their |» 
finne, but alfo, thinkeithat there js nothing.un them, but T7 
that which is goodaudholy,althoughthey have nothing 7 


me 


in them, bur'that which is polluted and defiled-with 
much-yncleanenes. And againe,this corruption and vn- 
towatdnes of man, hath taken ſo deepe roote in the 
nature ofman, as that it cannot be plucked vpiby mans 
power ,” therefore the amendement. of- mans-nature 
doth farre exceede mans power. For the reſtoring of 
' Gods image is a farre greater and harder worke then 
the firſt creation of man. And as no man could cre: 
atehimſelfe, ſo alſo could noman by his owne powet 
amend-his-evill nature, nor change his perverſe will 
into-good , Therefore ſeeing man in his whole na- 
ture- 1s depraved, and that he cannot change nor 
amend his corrupted nature , whatſoever the Papiſts 
dortalke: of workes forefeene, is not ſo'much theyt 
owne- vayne fiction, as the miſchievous invention of 
the Divell. | | 

Surely God from everlaſting did foreſee good works, - 
and knew them very well, but yet no other bur ſuch ' 
as he himſelfe determined to worke and: bring forth 
in'man- By theſe good workes man can deſerve no- 
thing at Gods hands, becauſe they are his gifts and be- 
nefits. God: beſtoweth life and ſalvation vpon man, 
for his owne everlaſting goodnes ſake, and not for any 
go0d-deedes which” he himfelte worketh in his' chil- 
dren. Theſe good workes are the manifeſt effects, and 
- fallibleteſtimonyes of his mercy. 
= » By-all this it appeareth, that the Papiſts ' vnder- 
- ftand;nothing rightly nor ſoundly in the'dotrine of 
Eleftion, for to vaderſtand a thing rightly, is to know 
it by the-true and proper cauſe thereof. But they 
! knownar Election by the true and proper cauſe there- 
; of: Therefore they: vnderſtand not Election at all, 
or if ithey-vnderſtand it; 'of meere- malice they hide: 
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wander amiſle beſide their purpoſe, and talke of a thing 


they know not, much more ridiculouſly and fooliſhly, | 
then if a Shepheard or a Neate-heard ſhould out of 
Aſtrology: deſcribe the rifing and the fetting of the 7 


Starres;'or out of Geometry meaſure our all the (ci. 
tuations and diſtances of places, without the know- 
ledge of eyther ſcience. Therefore the Papiſts when 
they refuſe -Gods-free bounty as the firſt and proper 
cauſe of ſalvation; and ſubſtiture faith fore-ſcene as a 
falſe and- fayned :cauſe thereof, they runne into a 


groſle fallacy from that which is no cauſe, as if it were | 
a'cauſe, and-ſo-fall into a dangerous error. And this | 
fallacy. 1s:committed, as often as fora true and natu- _ 


rall- cauſe of: ſome thing there is aſſumed that which 


is no caule of it : as the Papiſts do heere, in 04 90; E 
and brihging forth good workes fore-ſcene as the caule | 
ot-elecion,.,whenas thoſe good workes: are not apt 


nor fit tobring-forth falvation. For thoſe good workes 


which they dreame of, neytherare, nor canbe produ. F 
ced or ſhewed in that fort as they do imagine. There. | 
tore they; doe not onely. bring a-falſe cauſe, but that © 


which is-no'cauſe-at all:;' A falſe.cauſe is that, which 


15,not- fit-toefft&.that for! which'-it was purpoſed, 


but.is the cauſe-of ſome other thing : and ſo when in 
place and time convenient it is applyed: vnto a thing 
that agreeth; with! the-nature--and quality thereof, it 
may bring forth; ſome-what.  Buit: no cauſe, is that 
which canibring forth notliing; becauſe it ſelfe is no- 
thing. For thoſe good workes foreſcene ; which the 
Papiſts ſo bragge of, and build cleftion vpon, are not 
arall ;-neyther indeede cin-be;; as is-ſhewed before: 
ad t0,expet fomcthing from:thar:whichis nothing, 


wy 
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is extreame' and ridiculous madnefle, by which they -- 
mocke God, and deccive men. But ſeeing they fayne 
that tobe the cauſe of ſalvation, which 1s: not-at-all; 
nor can/be., they: intangle themſelves: in-a' manifeſt 
contradiction , and make themſelves a laughing ſtock 
for very children. Bur if GOD infinitely good and 
wiſe, had not -found out and ſhewed vs a better 
cante and'way-:to ſalvation , then the Papiſts have, 
woe had'it/beene voto mankinde. Therefore farre be 
from vs that dreame of the Papiſts, as the palpable 
invention of the-Devill, and moſt manifeſt breake- 
necke/; of 'rmans |'Salyation,- becaule . it derogateth . 
* fromthegrace of God', and-vndermineth and: fub-. 
. verteth the Goſpell for the fonndation- of it. And 
let all the godly reverence and adore the mercy and 
goodnes of God, which the ſcripture every. where 
ſetterh downe for the: onely' arid; moſt | true cauſe of 
falvatofctt © | | 2} vhrio 3619-7 BOY 

Alſo: mans purpoſe, when once it beginneth to 
bee good ;-is holpen indeede by the grace of God. 
But heere' wee muſt diligently marke and obſerve, 
that this purpoſe-of man could not be good, if the 
grace. of God had not gone before, and made it 
g00d : For the whole nature and minde of man in ce.r.zr.. 
himſelfe , and in his owne nature, is onely bent vn- nd po 
to evill,, ſo that hee- cannot. have the- leaſt thought Epbe, = 
vnto any goodnes : and ſo mans purpoſe is alwaycs £xe-36.26. 
evill in it felfe , but then it beginneth 'to bee good, 37 hae 
when God enlightneth his minde by- the power of | 
his ſpirit, and j aur and renueth his will . Fur- 
thermore, it is G O D onely, that of vnwilling ma- 
keth willing, and of a ſtiffe-necked man , maketh him 
more tractable and milde . This hee teacheth by the 
F 2 Apoſtle 
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?kil.2.13. Apoſtle to the Philippians, where he ſayth, it is God 
which. worketh in you both the will and+the deede 
even of his good pleaſure. Heere Paule ſheweth,, that 
man by. his owne power is not fit,” eyther to begin 
or finiſh any good worke, but wy all the power both 7 
of willing and doing good, proceedeth from Gods 
onely free mercy, becauſe hee of 'anevill will maketh 
2-good will, and turneth -and inclinerh'-vnto- good, | 
mans heart which is'moſt proane vnto-evill'. Hence © ® 
it is. clearely proved, that God could foreſee no good _ * 
thing in man}: but'that which hee: himſelte doth 

workecin'him . "Therefore the Papiſts in this poynt, | 
doe betray theyr-owne groſſe ignorance” or wicked 
malice, in that they are not aſhamed to affyrme and 
to defend, that Gods fore-knowledge is contrary to 
his grace, eſpecially ſeeing that/ wee heare nothing | 
throughout' the whole: Scripture'-in the: dodtrine of 
Eleftion, but onely Gods good purpoſe and meere |” 
mercy; and concerning workes fore-ſeene, and mans ® 
merites, there is not a word ſpoken . Therefore the | 
Papitts, ſeeing that 'theywreſt'\this word of fore- | 
knowing from-the"true and 'naturall ſence rhercof, 
mto a'ftrange and miſchievous ' vnderſtanding , by 2 _ 
gloſſe of their owne interpretation , and vnderſtand 
not the propiery of the phraſe, they fall into an er- 
©.,,...,.rour of ambignity of wordes; and through the like- 
{ ++ nelle-of words bring'ina fallacy , and by: theyr- like 


4... kinde of ſpeaking as with a'cloake they hide the 
colour of their miſtaking of the word, and as much 


as they can, ſuppreſſe and diminiſhthetruth.. 

-Ontofthis which is{poken may be gathered, not dark- 
Iv nor doubrfully, but cleerely and plainely whar is thc 
aipotition of the Devill and wicked men, which bc- 

: «4 caulc 
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cauſe they are enimyes. vnto God, and do: hate:him, | 
they ceale not to darken and obſcure his glory, where- 
ſoever they may. And in this relpect they ſhew thetr 
malice two manner of wayes: Firſt, in that they do molt 
*® earneſtly hate and deteſt that , which: moſt eſpecially 
7 pleaſeth God,and is acceptable vnto him. Secondly, in 
” that they only love and moſt defire thoſe things which 
2 God hath in the greateſt hatred and abomination. So 
2 likewiſe the Papiſts in this matter are moſt againit that | 
> whichpleaſeth God mot, and on the contrary fide do 
” moſt approve and deſire that which God hateth. For 
-* Godismoſt delighted with this, and this is his certaine 
# will, that the elect ſhould artaine falyation by his only 
- free mercy. But the Papiſts pleaſure 1s, that the elect 
ſhould be ſaved by their owne worthinesand merits, 
Againe, God doth reiect and altogether exclude mans 
merits in the matter of ſalvation : but the Papiſts like of 
them,and make them the cauſes of election 8 ſalvation. . 
So that betwixt God and the Papiſts there is a moſt ma- 
nifeſtand vehement contrariety. Therefore they arenor 
lovers of God, but his ſworne enimies. And that they are 
ſuch, they do ſufficiently declare by this, in that they 
make works foreſcene the cauſes of ſalvation. In which 
thing they commit two grievous offences; namely, firſt, 
in thatthey ſet nothing by the firſt and true cauſe, in re- 
[pe of their owne merits,and ſo erect an imaginary and 
talſe cauſe thereof.Secondly,in thatthey labour to with- 
draw mankind from God, and having withdrawne the 
trom him, as much as in them lieth {ell chem as bond- 
{haves to the devill.So that the Papiſts on the one ſide are 
cruell and iniurious againſt men, and on the other {ide 
facrilegiousand blaſphemous againſt God,becauſe they 
: alwayeshinderhis glory, andderogate from his Mateſty 
2 asmuch as their ability can ſtretch vnto. On the con- 
” F 3 wrary 
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> trary S.Paulalthough before his converſion he was in 

the Iewiſh profeſſion vnrepr oveable, and after his con. 7 e 

verſion farre more holy then all the popelings, yet he to {2 5 

Phi.3.6.8, the Philippians, not onely conſtantly and boldly (5 PI x 
cludeth all workes and merites, as well going before 7 » 

as following after faith, but alſo accounterh them for > £ 

dung, that in ſtced ofthen1 having gayned Chriſt, of 7 » 

an vngodly and wretched man, he might become iuſt 2 þ 
F 

C 

{ 

. 

f 

( 

I 

( 
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and rich. | 
Heerealſo we muſt know that the Papiſts, as they 
do forſake God, and reſiſt his grace, fo alſo they do 
not onely ſhut vp the dore of his mercy againſt them. | 
ſelves, but even pluck on their ownenecks an horrible ! - 
curſe, and moſt certayne deſtruction. For curſcd is he 
tere.17.5. fayth Jeremy, that truſteth in man. Therefore this gloſle 
- ofthe Papiſts concerning good works fore-ſcene, is to 
be reiected as wicked and blaſphemous, becauſe it is not | 
onely not found in all the holy Scriptures, but allo is | 
moſt extreamely contrary"ynto them, For God in the » 
eleQing of man had reſpect:vnto himſelfe, and had no F* | 
regard ynto works, eyther paſt, or to come, which the | 
zpbeſ.r.5. Apoſtle to the Epheſians delivereth in exprefle words, 
laying, he. hath predeſtinated vsavhomhe hath adopted 
through leſus Chriſtin-himſelfe, accordingto'the good 
pleaſure of his will. In that he fayth, in himſelfe, he tea- 
cheth, that God in chooſing vs, ſaw nothing but him- 
ſelte, which he made any accountof. Therefore Gods 
goodnes and love: is the onely roote of our election. ,_ 
Whereas he fayth,according tothe good pleaſure of his -# 
will. that is put downe for the better clcering and ex- 
preſſing of the truth, and by that we are taught, that 
Gods free goodnes could not but with great difficulty 
by perſwaſion have becne beaten into vs. And what 
Ipray you could God foreſee in vs in our election? 
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of Salvation.” ' 71 
ſceing that our whole being, and what good thing ſo 47.17.28, 
ever we have, we have received it aud inioy it by him r.c-.4.7. 
7 onely. Wherefore that the true cauſe of election may | 
* @ beheldofvs, we'muſt in nowiſe frequent the ſchoole +» | 
> of the Papiſts, but we mult ſearch and follow the holy ; 
' > Scripture which is the onely Schoolemaiſter, and the 
2 moſt faithfull expoſitor of ereraall ſalvation. Sathan 
> hath inſpired and ſuggeſted-into the Papiſts this opi- 
| nion of workes foretecne, that by it he might with- 
- draw men from the true cauſe ot their ſalvation, and 
* ſo caſt them headlong into eternall deſtruction., For 
© Sathan well knew, that-mans whole ſalvation would 
'- fallto the:ground, except-it were wholy tetched and 
derived from God. Surely there cannot be given vato 
- mankinde a greater nor more pernicious hurt, then 
- this opinion is, and there is.no vice,worſe then this 
_* divelithpride, which ſatcheth from God his chiefeſt 
> honour, and ſtealeth away-the' prayle of his mercy. 
* Therefore this morethen frantike opinion of faith fore- 
* ſeene, is vtrerly to be caſt off and refuſed, 
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Heere & ſhewed by cleere and vnanſwereable argu- 
ments , how horribly and erievouſly the Papiits 
do offend againſt Gods divine Mateity, by their 
peftilent opinion of faith or workes: foreſeent. 
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F®* the Papiſts in that diveliſh opinion do offend a- 
gainſt God & againſt his Maicſty many waies,and do 
commit many facrilegious offences. Firſt; they do oft- 
tend againſt the fatherly goodnes,& free mercy of God. 
For Gods mercy is the onely. fountayne of all good- 
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72 The golden Chayne 
nes, inſuch ſort, that there is no good which may any 
where be found, but it loweth and ſpringeth ot tha 7 
fountayne. Moreover, God is ſo good'and mercifull, 
that he will be acknowledged and honoured for no 
other vertue nor property more, then for his free good. 
nes and mercy. Hence it commeth to paſſe that the 
holy ſcripture when it ſpeaketh-of Gods mercy, dotl 
heape and recken vp as it were in a catalogue , many 
words ſignifying one and the ſelfe-ſame thing, ſaying, 
Exe4.34-6. that God is gratious,mercitull,long-{uffering, abundant 
- $4phal in goodnes and truth : fo, looke how many words ate 
toyned together forto ſer forth'Gods' fatherly love, (o 
many mouthes as'it were and toongs hath God ſoun. : 
ding from heaven, by which, as with the words of a fa. 
ther, our mercifull God inviteth and allureth men vnto 
his mercy. By theſe ſo many prayſes of Gods mercy we 
are taught, not only that God is the ſole fountayne of 
all goodnes, but allo this is likewiſe ſhewed, that weare 
not ſo hardly perſwaded ofany thing, as to know and # 
beleeve that God will be gratious and mercifull vnto © 
vs, for the prayſing of Gods mercy, is for the moſt par 
a reproofe of mans incredulity, The ſcripture therefore 
with theſe prayſes of Gods'goodnes, as with ſo many 
wedges, doth drive out and expell mans vnbelicte. But 
rhe Papiſts heere do moſt grievoutly offend, in that thcy 
fayne God tobe other then indeed he is. So that the) 
bewray their owne vnbeliefe and malice, in-that they 
attribute and truſt more in themſelves, and their owne , 
workes, then in God infinitely mercifull. Otherwiſe ® 
they wouldleave this fable of workes foreſeene, and fclt 
themſelves wholy vpon: Gods mercy : But they ſhall © 
ſurely focle, though then too late, when God commeth = 
| Fs mdgement, that they deceive themſelves and 0- 
thers by the'e their fayned and lying workes. For he [ 
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© > that peeviſhly reſiſterh Gods mercy, is worthily depri- 
ved of 1t. 
I Secondly, they doe groſlely offendagainſt Gods Tu- 
ſtice, becauſe they are notaſhamed to bring before God 
> moſtiuſt, their fayned and defiled works,as if they were 
e 1 good & perfect, asif God were blind, & wanted1iudge- 
h 2 ment& diſcretion to diſcerne betweene goodand bad, 
y © betwixt perfect works and vnpertect. Surcly the Papiſts 
\ > in thisre{pedoe like thoſe, which takea falſe cauſe in 
t >» hand; andyet to make it good, they labour to blindfold 
e > andcorruptthe Iudge with bribes ; that they might ob- 
) © raynethatby deceytand bribery, which by Tufticeand 
. * > Equitie they could not attayne. So the Papiſtes with 
. > their workes fore-ſcene, as with ſo many rewardes , la- 
| © bourto corrupt God, and to turne him from the right, 
> anddraw himto the wrong cauſe, and ſo doenot onely 
'.* make God like vnto an vniuſt Tudge, but alſo much 
- worſe. For choyce giftes'and bountitull rewardesare 
» vſually brought vnto a Iudge, that hee may theeafier 
* > beecorrupted to favour 'vniuſt cauſes. But the Papiſtes 
| bring vnto God,not perfect workes, bur filthy and abo. 
minable ſinnes. For God (as wee have'ſayde betore ) 
could foreſee no good workes, but thoſe which he him- 
ſelfe wrought in man : butof theſe, the Papiſts diſpute 
not in this place. We have ſhewed before,that man, not 
partly, but wholy, take him at the beſt, is corrupted and 
depraved through finne. Therefore all workes, which 
man of himſelfe doth , or bringeth forth by his owne 
proper and native vertue, can in no wiſ6be good norac- 
ceptable vnto God. For from a corrupt and wicked 
man can proccede nothing but corrupt and wicked 
: deedes: for theeffects are viually like the cauſes. Such 
- therefore as the cauſe hath beene., ſuch effects likewiſe 


muſt needes proceedeand follow thereon. Therefore 
as 


T4 T he golden Chayne 4 
asout of anvncleanefountayne there proceedeth an vn. 
cleane ſtreame, and as from an evill tree, there groy. 
eth evill fruite ; ſo alfo, by a corrupt'and wicked man 
can be wrought nothing but corrupt and wicked deeds 
and endevours. For the effectes can not bee better nor 
more excellent then their cauſes. So that when the 7 
Papiſtes make ſuch workes the cauſe of EleQion, dos 
they notafter aſorteturne God-'into afinfull man? doe | 
they not make him the patroneand allower of wicked. ' 
neſſe, wherein is feene their Sathanicall blindeneſle, and © 
diveliſh madneſſe © So that out of this Fiction of the 
Papiſtes, as out of aglaſſe, manifeſtly appeareth what | 
a terrible and dangerous miſchiefe it is , lewdly to ſtray | 
out of the worde of God, and to whirle vp and downe | : 
in franticke ſpeculations, and to fayne and ſuppoſe falſe | 
cauſes for true, E- 
-  Agayne, if God from everlaſting could have fore- | 
ſeene, that very good and perfect workes would pro- 3 
ceede from man, yctthoſe by no meanes could haue Þ 
beene ſufficient to deſerve or get Salvation by. For an 
eternall and infinite life, cannot be attayned, as a reward | 
fora temporalllabour and finite worke : becauſe there | © 
oughttobea iuſt proportion, betweene the labour.and | 4 
the hyre, that according as the labour was; ſoalſoſhould © © 
the wages bepayd, So that fora great labour, there is v- | d 
lually allotted and appoynteda great reward. But Life | 
eternalland heavenly Glory, is a farre greater and more | ® 


excellent good thing ,, thencanbeedeſerved by mans C 
labour or induftrie : nay , Life eternall- doth in the 0 
worth, greatneſſe and excellency of it, farre exccedc 6 


and ſurpaſſethe heavens and the whole world : nay,no- = 
thing thatis created, may iuſtly be compared vnto jt. $0 b 
that as there is no compariſon betweene a tem porall de- © ! 
tert,andancternall benefite : ſo allo is there no propor- | 


tion 


* tion betweene an infinit good &a finite worke. Who- 


ſoever therefore braggerh of his owne workes, let him 
” take heed, that hebe not puniſhed rather then rewarded. 
Thirdly , they offend againſt the Wiſedome of 
God , inthat they endevourto ſhewe an other way to 
* attayne Salvation , then hee hath revealed in his word. 
*® For Godwill have his Mercy and free Election , to bee 
> the onely way and gate inco eternall Life. That the 
> Scriptures teach manifeſtly in divers places , ſaying, 
-” Bleſſed are all they whole finnes are forgiven , and 77. z2.r. 
-; towhom the Lorde imputerh nor {inne. But the Pa. K-46 
| piſtes preferre theyr good workes fore-ſeene , to bee ®* *- 
the cauſe of Salvation , rather then Gods goodnefſle. 
So they would erect and ſet vp their owne righteouſ- 
neſſe , which God beſtoweth not vpon nia, faith, 
-- neyther hath Chriſt merited by his Paſhon. Where- 

* forethey do not obey Godsdivine wiſedomand coun. 

- fell, neytherwill they beſubietvnto it : which in the 
endeſhall fall out evill for them, and turne to theyr de- 
ſtruction. For they which deſpiſe and caſt off Gods 
counſell, doe looſe his mercy , andare condemned , as 
_AuenFfine layth in one place. Wherefore their wiſe- 
dome is not onely vayne, but alfo tending to deſtructi- 
on, which are wiſc againſt God. But ſurely , ſuch wiſe- 
dome, {peaking properly, and according to divinity, is 
not to bee called wiſedome, but the ſubrilty of Sathan, 
and craftinefſe of wicked men , whereby they mocke 
God, & delude men. For the wiſedom of God is ſo the 
fountaineand ſpring of all wiſdom, that no other living 
creature can nave any greater wiſedome, then God doth 
communicate and beſtow vpon him. Looke therefore 
howe much wiledome God doth worke and preſerve 
naman, ſo much wiſedome hee hath , and better 


or more wiſedome hee cannot have. They herein 
Whic 
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which will be more wiſe then God would have them, 
their wiſedotme commeth notſo much of God,as of the | 
divell. Therefore the ſuperſtitious and blaſphcmous 
Papiſts, ſeeing in this poynt their wiſedome 1s contrary 
to God, are not to bee accounted wile men, but ſottes Z 
and fooles. For it were better for them, that they had no 
wiſedomeatall, and that they were more blockith then 
fooles, then thus to reſiſtand rebell againſt the wiſedom F 
of God.. Therefore whatſoever they talke of , concer. F 
ning works fore-ſcene,and our owne merits, it is a meere 7 
and manifeſt illuſion of the divell, and a moſt certayne | 
ſhip-wracke of their owne Salvation. =_ 
Moreover in this they greatly offend, in that they are f 
notatfrayd, to turne the greatand excellent gifts of God |} 
to the diſhonour of him, and to the honour of the di- * 
vell. For they abuſethcir wiſedome, by which men do |: 
excell beaſtes, againſt God, and againſttheir owne Sal. 7: 
vation. For'to this ende God would have man to bce I 
wiſe, and indued with reaſon, thatby the worde of the % 
Goſpell, hee might acknowledge God to be his Cre- |: 
ator,and Chriſt his Redeemer,and that he might honor | 
God, and attayne Salvation by meditating vpon eternal Þ* 
life. But they apply the ſtrength of their wiſedome to | 
this, namely, to the invention and coyning of thoſe | 
things, which are repugnant to the will of God : fo they |: 
of their owne accord, and of ſet purpoſe, doe convert 
thoſe helpes whichare good in themſelves, vnto hurt- | 
full impediments. Therefore this wiſedome of the Pa- 
os which is exerciſed about workes fore-ſcene, anda- Y 
out merites, 15 not onely carnall,' but alſo diveliſh : be- 
cauſe itis contrary tothe will of God. As farre as right 
_ differeth from wrong , ſo muchdoethe Papiſts differ 3 
from God: becauſeall their wiſedome doth make open | 
watrre againſt the wiſedome of God , whileſt they ſet vp 
their | 
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m, PF their works fore-ſeene, againſt his grace. For they ſtrive 
© carneftly forthis, tomake the grace of God,nor altoge- 
©” ther free, but partly deſerved, and ſo. doederogate from 
% the mercy of God. Bur prayſe andglory be toGod,be- .. 
* cauſche hath prevented vsby his free goodneſſe'and a- 
'? boundant grace, and hath predeſtinated vs vntocternall 
life freely,and-notfor our workes or merites fore-ſcene. 
"7 And ſurely itis agrievousrhingto heare;thar the'Pa-. 
tes areſo fallen from the wordof God, and that they 


= without the 'wiſedome' of God, and Chriſt his ſpirite, 
-* boaſtthemſelves to bee' Chriſtians. For if they had the 
| ſpiritof Chriſt, and did-ſubmit themſelves:tothe wile. 
' | dome of God; they would know, as inſtructed bythe 
- wordof God,thatwe were freely eleted by God from 
© everlaſting, and that they ſhould notthinke nor deter. 
- mineof Electionotherwiſe 3 then God hath revealed 
al. 2 andpreſcribed/in his word-:2and becing/ regenerate by 

-” the ſpirits of Chriſt,' they wouldhavea care of Gods 

® glory,andnotbe the ſervants of Sathan. Bur now their 
' wholeſtudyand wiſedome conſiſts inthis, toiudge of 
': whatpleaſeth them,accordingtotheir owne indgement 
' anddhicretion. And ſoindeed/dor ſhewy thartheyare 
- altogether-ſtrangers fromithe' ſpitrite-and:Goſpell'6f 
_ Chriſt, and that they doe wholy deteſt it; Farre there- 
- forebefromvs this ſtudie and doarine of the Papiſtes; 
{ beingastheſhoppeandilluſionof the divell: yea; letir 
> befroma Chriſtian heartfarther, thenthe heaven is di 
© ſantfrom theeartho 0) iT HD Yo Hi vie 
s Fouthly, they offend againſtthe tructh of 'God,'in 
= thatthey affirme, that workes fore:iſtene are the-canſe of 
our--Salvation. For! God hathy;ordayned' feſts* Chriſt 
-: from:everliſting, that heeithould makedfarifh@ion for 


Moreover; the Sonne of God hitnfelfe affirmeth ofren 
UESH in 


| [ Our finnes; and redeemevsfromalliniquity;/fayth PW, 1.>c.1.50 


11n3.36. inthe Evangeliſts, thatall which beleeve in him, have 


John 5-24. 
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- . tion: But thele works fore-ſteneof the Papiſtes, are not 
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ternall :Life, and: ſhall not come.into condemnatio 
;Forhee:is that-Lambe:of God, which taketh away th 
ſinnes of the world : heſuffered once for vs,and by {uft. # * 
ring, purchaſed for vs eternall Redemption. Therefore 

in the-vertue of his Paſſion, our whole Salvation and © 
Lite conſiſteth. Theſe and the like teſtimonies of Scrip. © 
wre. doe aſcribe Life-eternall vnto; the Sacrifice of | > 
Chriſt onely , as 'to: a meritorious cauſe; | For God i > 
rae,” and therefore will perfourme thoſethings, which © 
hee bath promiſed, -faythfully-and tricly. But he © © 
hath promiſed/in-the' Scripture! ,| in divers. places, tha | © 
-the onely Saciifice: o&-Chriſt;cisthe.onely price of ou? * 
Redemption fromallour finnes.-+For by! 1fazzh he pro. | - 
miſerh expreſſtly. ,: that his Servant; meaning Chrif, | 
ſhould by his knowledge iuſtifie many, becauſe hee | © 
hath-vnder-gone and barne-theyr-iniquities-| There | 
forehowe much ſoever the Papiſtesido attribute vnto 


workes fore-ſeene;, ſo'much-doe they' neceſſarily de- # c 
F* 


tract from the merite of Chriſt; becauſe thoſe works f* 
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7 
+. : 
- 


fore-ſeene , and theſe-merites of Chriſt are ſuch con. |_ 


traries,asthatone and-the-ſelfe ſame thing cannor bee | | ® 
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arttibutedt0 them, both. -Bue the Seriprure of God, 
which is the onely and moſt ſimple trueth;, doth every | 
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where aſcribethe cauſe of ourElection; vntoGods free |» 
Bounty,andlikewiſc aſcribeth/Redemption and Salve | | 
tion that: ptoctedeth and:commeth thereof, vnto the | __ 
onely Merite of Chriſt, Therefore it: doth not cncly 4 

leave norvome for theyr workes foreſeene, bit doth al- B 

ſo convince them of fallhood;and reie& and condemne | 
themasmanifeſt wrongs againſt Thriſt. Forwhatſoever | 
150otof. Grace,.thatis deadly;] andtendeth to damna- © 
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leeve God when he promiſeth , and did 
nely ypon his wordof tructh, they would let goe their 
 workes fore-ſcene : But ſecing they do produce them, 
they doe manifeſtly declare , that they put more confi- 
dence in their workes, then they doein God, or in his 
2 worde. And ſothey offend againſt the trueth of God, 
© before which they preferre their owne workes, and me- 
_ ” rites fore-ſeene; ant doe perverſely accuſe God of inf- 
2 delity and falſhood;'For if they did beleeve that God 
| werefaythfull and conſtant in/perfourming of his pro- 
| miſes,theywouldnever fly ynto- workes fore-ſcene , as 
> © Fiſtly they; docoffend agaihſtthe:Omnipotency of 
e God, becauſe they pteſume and vndertake thinges that 
> are farre above;/theyr ſirength and power. For Gods 
- onelyomnipatent, and hee:1s the:onely effecter and be- 
> ginner of all power and ſtrengrh*, inſuch-ſorte,, that 
- no Creature cani bee more powerfull, nor able to:docor 


> force to doe. Wherefore cvery creature can bring to 

> paſſe and perfourme ſo much, as /it'is enabled by the 

=> ſtrength-that God: worketh and preferveth in it. But 
> God giveth not infinirſtrength and omnipotency vnto 

= anycreature , forſo ofa creature hee ſhould make him 
: God,andgive hisgloryto another, which by-the Pro- 

=} phet-E/a4s he flatly deniethitodoe, ſaying, 1willnor give , _. 
| mglwytoancther;; thatis;:Godwillnotcauſe, thatany '7* 


Creature ſhould have infinite: ſtrength , or infinite 
; wiſedome. 
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wiſedome: For of ones felfe to:perfvurme and þ 
forththoſe workes whichmay meriteEle&tion and cte;. 
nall life-isnotinthe powerof any: creature': For life «. 
temnallisa farremore exccllenrgood,andgreater worke \ 
thenmansſtrengrh.isable ro: compaſle;”"Fhar life is hes 
venly and infinite , and therefore not to bee gotten « i 
procured, bur by an-heavenly and-infinite power. fa = 
(as wee;have ſaydebefore)>thereis no' compariſon nor 
proportion; berweene arnfnegcodtbing) anda: 
pt nu y 2 merite: 7 . 9 
\Fherefore whenas the: Papiſts brat that they areabl; 

to makethcmlelves worthy: of-theirclelection, by thei 
owne proper workesandmnetits;they doe more tooliſh. f* 
ly andforſtly;ahen ifehcy ſhould cakein hand to build 
and ſer yp anewheavenandancive carth}; with malles 
and other tooles::Foralbeir tharrhis bee akopetheri in. 
poſſible for:chemto doe; wet tharrother'is farre mor || , 
hard, and much more impothible) For:God rhe onch | 
Almiginy|One was:dblewcreattahe'Heaven \and the 
Earth, and all that is comained:iivHeaven andiin Earth, j . [4] 

© by hiswotd onely withotitany difficulty: bur he:could Þ7 h 
not redeeme Mankindefrometernall damnation;butby 
the precious blood of this: Sonne::Sothe! Scriprare c: 
leththem that ſhall beefaved: ;the-Choſen in Chriſt 
namely , in thatheehathredeemed them by his blood, 7 
andreftored/ Gods Image in them. Wherefore ſecing 7 
that Salvation could:not»bee recovered by auy: othet | ; 
meanes ' but:by-the:moſtbirtey death and paffionof Þ 
Chriſt, bony iecleately followeth;thatthe re-obrayniny 
of Salvationdoth fatre exceed the ſtrength and pow! | - 
of: any creaturewhatſoever, Wherefore itis'moſt all I 

.. and wicked whichahe Papiſtsdreaine'of, thar'man is& 7 
leaedwnto Salarionyforficchorfuch good works fore E 
yagi Becauſe thoſe workes:cannot pacific the excee | 


ding 


2.0 = BA 


fr 


.= himthe - vale anger. Surcly the whole maſſe of the 
Z worlde may farre more eafily bee ftayed vp witha ſtaffe 
= of recde, then Salvation can bee gotten orobrayned by 
Z thepowerof man. Bur that fittion concerning workes 
fore-ſeene, ſhould have the more likelyhood of tructh, 
if they did bringforth-ſuch workes to. deſerve Salvati: 
on, as were truely good; bur-they can bring-forth no 
2 ſuch; for, as wee'have ſaydebefore'; man'is wholly 
2 corrupt and wicked ,/ therefore-there'1can bee cx- 
pected from him, nothing -but. corrupt aid wicked 
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= mantodoubtof his infinicegoodnefſeand free merey., 
| and God cannotbe iniured more, thenif a man ſhould 
| preferre his owne workes fore-ſeene, beforethe mercy. 

7 of God, as if by them God could bee mooved or tur-/ 


7 ncdthis wayorthat way,like man.: Certayncly, whom- 
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OS 1+ IR 
wil henot ereafterforany fore-ſeenc good work | 


of his owne.: Forit is allalike to chooſea man to Salyz, | 1 


tion-for his owne workes ; as if God ſhould ceaſe tobe F| 


God. Forif God ſhould chooſe a man for his workes, ® 


there would bee found manifeſt change.in God, and 
Godfhoulthceaſe ro bee God : but they which thinke 


themſelves vnworthy of EleRtion and yer doe trucly | 
and conſtantly beleeve, thatthey are from everlaſting e. 7 


eted vnto-Salvation;by-the:free mercy of God , they 


givevnto God hisdeſerved honour. For a greater ho. 
nourcannotbe given vato God; then that hee is much | 


moregoodandmercifultymo vs in:Chriſt ;. then if wee | * 

hadnevet ſinnedarall. For hee thatheleeyerhin Chil, | | 

and layeth hold on himby a truefayth,hee hath thelove © | 

of God,' __—_— astruely: and -certayndly attayne lift: Þ7 
O 


everlaſting torhisNafſion fake,as Godin his Nature is | 


* 


afting,andvnchangeablein his Will; Butthe Papiſs 
lake etheirownewarkes and tnerites'the cauſcol 
Eletion,;doclabourtoabbliſh his-mercy,, and þ? , 


God hadchoſenman,not becaa/ſehe himſelfe was God | 


and mercifull, bur becauſe man was thought acceptabl: | 


2007 38 ooved-of Gods foriſuch or figh good works | 
fore: cene: whenasthe Goſpel teacheththegleane con: Þ* 
tary,that befote Godsiudgemmentſcate; noworkesno | 


merites of man'may be 
lowly mbleprayer;, tihcheblood and 


andaccopted..;F here: 


aihation orcſtabliſhinentof. mans me- F 
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enough, that this fiction of workes fore-ſeene, is asan 
;Mavontrd heed which harh manz-xinſcenithy tnem- 
bemeriden.it Fot where: onc abſuudirynis.graumcd , a 

caveniany 'muſt a veratry rx Pooch $254 +.T6m.s, 
garikes. Forwherethelo .chihcke is ned to 27. 
ertolr\,- thers: Hevery Rory Monſters ofterrours 
thronginbytroopesz8c IEA > 4fitisare hea- 
ped together ypon.them, Sa Mt of: this falſe opibion,as 


outof Pandorats box, there do flic horrible reproaches 
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Patrons: »wotkss 
—_— doe openly declarezthat they;neyther know 
ſttenpth afſinne; nor the vntowardnelle af) ourcor- 
'noptheinfticeand wrathof God-againft 
ha ar thoſt-ignorant of- GOD 

0" knw? As. Hes 
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oe nas Git, bahthoknomn 
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"He fift Propelerp of Eledioni is, ahix the Deere 3 
of Eletion is 'an-omnipotent Decree : not onely | 
becauſe Godisable to/create and produce whatſoeve | * 
Hhewill; onely'by his wordand appoyntment; without | _ 
any moreadoc, withour a y delay or difficulty : but al. | 
ſo,becaule heisableindee waa and givevsal | 
wh thiehatuppopmed forvs; notone. | 
ly fo; but _ oa -oragir <a vs and "deliver 
from every rear and feare. 
ove -thar'God is infi- 
inpis able any ways 
i Thoſe chineforowtivin hehath cho- * 
Deaf for him, oven indeſpight ofthe whole © 
—_ ſhiver rhem'from all danger'; «and'to bring | 
ahemrovtertiaſt Life. Sorthat helen} 2ndileh as be. | 
eve, aroasſurerobeefived; as Godim his Maicſlic 
andPower is almighty*and above alt-/Hencemay all | 
thepodlyconceive moſtfiveetccomfortialt theyrad: | | | 
ies; ſeeing tar chereiisnoovilſcprea] bur that \,_ 
afadder; even-in' thw'nvincding of an Þ 
uy Power ro deliver ithemfrom ir. 50 © 
;of Gods Children; ylooking pon the | 
miſes of God; doth reftand-upholeir ſeffeby his 7 
AMPoe wether, when asnd Þ 
may nor mcanes of helpe :appearcth; in the fphr- of 


man. 
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my of Salvation, v4.3 #5 
© man.” Forthe power of God-isſuch, and great, that 
wharſoeyer he wilt have to be done, .commeth to paſle 
ina moment, ſo that the perfect worke appeareth in the 
very deede doing. Wherefore inthe middeſt of deat!; 
we may hope for life from his handes.” Forhis hand'is 
” furniſhedandinſtruced with meanes of helpeand deli, 
= yerances withoutnumber,and whereſoever and when; 
7 ſoever hee will , hee isable:to fave and deliver his chil- 
2 dren; Forthis cauſe the very firſt Article of Chriſtian 
= fayth btingeth vs to' Gods omniporencie ,: as vnto a 
” moſtſtrong groundand foundation of all his promiſes, 
> inthatGodalmighty canno' more recall and breake his 
2 promiſes, then hecandenichimſelfeto be God, or ceaſe 
> robethatwhichheeis, © © rd Th Þ 
_* -- Sixtly;, the Decree of EleQion is an vachangeable 
Decree; For Godin his Nature and Eſſence, is moſt 
=> ſimple withoutany mixture; in whom, as there cannot 
# beefoundany mixture, fo likewiſecan there bee found 
no. change. "And that his Efſeice and Nature-is' vn. 
changeable, that the Scriprure-itr' matiy places doth 
- playnely declare. Firſt , itdoth amplifie his Erernitie, 1,04 
> fromthetimepaſtand'time to come; namely,that God 25. 
| alone was before all thinges;/withour'any: beginning: 
: Secondly, rhat heealone'remaynetly, when'all othet 
: thingsperiſh, and that hee never ceafethto be. And hee 
' thatwasbeforeall thinges, and ſhall be after all thinges, 
muſt-needes be eternalf;* Fromi' this:Eternitie of God, 
his conſtant Immurabilitic may clearely bee prooved on 
this wiſe. 'Whoſoever was without any beginning, arid 
ſhall continue for ever without any ende; hee certayne-. 
| Iyisnotchanged,butremayneth immutable : But God 
| was from everlaſting ; without any beginning, and re- 
| mayneth for evet without end, andtherefore1s hein his 
nature & eſſence vnchangeable, and remayneth "_ 
we | G3 the 
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theſame, and ſhall for ever continuelike himſelfe. 


everlaſting,and nothing was; nor could bee before him. & 


. ende: which were blaſphemy, but onceto thinke. Fori | | 


If God were mutable, he ſhould conſiſt of parts; by | 
God doth notconfiſt of parts, becauſchee is God fron | 


Agayne,it he were madeof parts, hee ſhould'conſiſt of 
ſome matter that was before him; but he conſiſteth no; 2 + 
of any matter,forhe is of himſelfe,and taketh his whole 
eſlenceand becing from himſelfe. For there is nothing 7 
more proper to:God , then to beefromeverlaftingof | 
himſelfe , and not to bee by the helpe of any other. 
Therefore he is called 1chovat, which Nameis prope | 
vnto his divine Eſſence, and: doth expreſſe the eternity | 
of God, that he alone fromeverlaſting hath beene with- }_ 
out any beginning of beeing. Agayne, if God were | 
compoled or made of partes, hee might bee diſſolveds | 
gayne into thoſc parts. For this is a ſure and infallible | 

le, that thereare the ſame beginnings, both of compo- | 
fiion, and diſſolution, ſothat whatſoever is niade , may | 
be.changed and diſſolved into'thoſe things of which t 
is made, although, it-never bee changed 'and diſſolved. F 
And ſo,as Godfad abeginning ,heeſhould alſo have an F_ 


cannot bee,that God thould ceaſe to be.that which hce | 
was, orbegin to be that which heis not. ; Laſtly ; if God | 
did conſiſt of any matter,then ſhould hebe ſubie& vnto |_ q 
theſertermes, of being ſooner & later « for whatſoeveris |* 
made'of anything, it proceedeth from a not being, v- | 1 
toad AN 's and admitteth of diftancesof time: but no E 
ſucceſſe: of time can bee found. in God, For as in his 
eſſence hee was from the beginning, ſo from the begin- © 
wk hekneweall and cvery thing. Therefore nothing '- 
with himis paſtor tocome-,, but his proper time isal- © 
waycs., for ever,,and- preſent. . Seeing therefore, that | 
£0d.is not included in any-limites or ſpace of time, fn 
eh | | hee 


of Siloaidn.” © fr 


” heeiseverlaſting and vnchangeable. 
” Furthermore, likeasthe Eſſence and Nature of G 
 j5eternalland vnchangeablc, ſo that it neyther encrea- 
% ſhnoris diminiſhed; nor ceaſethto be : Soallo his fa- 
yourable good will and mercy is eternalland vachange- 
able, ſo thatit neyther doth increaſenor diminiſh , nor 
” everceaſethto be. For as Godis,ſoalſo is whatſocveris 
” inhim: buthecis erernall and vnchangeable; ſuch like. 
' wiſcishis favorable goodwill and mercy.” For the Pro- 
roy of God are call-defſentiall, becauſe they do be- 
ong vato his efſence, and cannot bee ſeparated nordil- 
ioyned from it,vnleſſe Godſhould ceaſe to be God. For 
withourſthis favourable good will, and farherly com- 
| paſſion, God cannot bee God. For the Proprieties of 
| Godareſo in God,that not one of the can be wanting, 
\ butallof them muſt fall todecay, and Godceaſe to bee 
| God. Butas foraccidents, which may becincreaſedor 
| bediminiſhed, or bee ſeparated from their ſubicct with- 
# outthehurt thereof; there are no ſuch to bee found in 
> God: for whatlſoeveris in God,it is efſentialland perpe- 
tuallin him. So then, his fatherly good will and com- 
p_ are two Propricties in God, which canno more 
ſeparated or ſer apart from him,then hiseſſence orna- 
turecan. And ſoas Godin his nature &eſlenceis everla- 
ſting &vnchangeable; ſo likewiſe his fatherly good will 
and mercy is vachangeable & everlaſting. Therefore &. 
ternal life 8 ſalvation that is promiſedot God, isſo ſure 
and certain, as thenature of Godis eternal &vnchange- 
able.Sothe fatherly goodnes & mercy of God,doth not 
depend of any external cauſe or occafſton,for ſoitſhould 
be incertain & vnſtable: for when that cauſe or occaſion 
israken away or changed, thegoodnes & mercy of God 
ſhould be ict away or changed alfo:but bot theſe,as 
wellhis favorable goodnefle, as his cnduring mercy do 


fo trouble vs-,. that weeare conſtrayned to.change our 


_ dothfore-knoweall theeventrs of thinges, yea, cvenof » 


depend of his nature and effence, and therefore ar 
firmeand ynchangeable, and remayne forever. There. 
fore although wee, as weake and frayle men, doc ſome. 7 
times fall this way or that way, yet Gods affeQionate Þ £ 
good will towards vs, and his mercifull compaſſion ,fli. 7 
deth not, nor once moveth, nor tottereth any manerof 2 ti 
way,but continueth and remaineth firme and vnſhaken, © 
- Moreover, as:the Will and Mercy of;Gad is eternal! | 
and vnchangeable, ſo alſo are his Decrecs eternall and >: 
vnchangeable. For God is anall-knowing God, becaulc 
he moſt perfectly fore-ſaweallthinges from everlaſting, Þ 
before they werecreated, orhadany being. Therefore | 
nothing can happen. or fall outnow, which may lic hid f 7 
orſecret from G9d, So, that his wiſedome cannot bee | * 
deceyved nor beguiled. - With vs many things fall out | 
of a ſudden, vnlooked for, and paſt expectation, which 


counſelles, and:togoe inhand with others. But God | 


thoſe thinges , which in mans iudgement happen by F 
chaunce,andhath them in his owns hand, and doth di- | 
rectand bring them hither, where to him ſeemeth. beſt. | 
$0thatneyther things preſent, for thinges'to. come can | 
bee exemptfromhis knowledge. Agayne;, God isom- | 
niporent , which is able by his wiſedome and mightic | 
hand, to\brin;g thoſe.counſelles to paſſe, which hee hath | 
fore-ordayned: \-Therefore no:hindrances can bee ſo | 
great. asto-lct and hinder the counſellesof God from \ 
beeing brought 1o theyr appoynted ende. Therefore Y 
whatloever God did determinethathee would doe be- |. 
foretime, thatdeth-heenow beginneand finiſhintime: 
and that falleth out vnfalliblis ſo 5- as hee- hath fore-or- | | 
dayned-and appoynted.) And-that GOD +changeth || | 
not his: Counſelles , bur fulfilleth them', as hee hath | 
Aq9. appoyn ted, E,- 
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= 2ppoynted, the holy ſcripture expreſſely witnefſeth, 
ns, The cotin(ell of: the Lord endureth'for-ever, 7/<-33-11- 


© andthe:thoughtof his harrabideth from generation to 
generation. Heere the Prophet firſt teacheth,/that God 
” remayneth conſtant in his purpoſe, and purſtieth'it;vn- 
-> till. it bebrought to the end and fulneſſe thereof. Se- 
condly he teacheth, that nothing commeth into: his 
-” mindenow, but that which he thought ofanddetermi- 
= ned-before; and that hee repenteth him-not-of any 
=> ation; as if he would have that yndone which he hath 
= oncedone. Seeing therefore that God changeth nothis 
> counſell and decree, nor turneth this way or that way, 
P: asmenvſe todo, there is no danger that he will ſecke 
 newmeanes of <q 6 vndoe his promiſes; or breake his 
' word, as-repenting himſelfe. Therefore by Malachy he ,..5. 
> doth manifeſtly witneſſe, that he is not changed. And 
- S.lanesaffirmeth, that no variablenes can be found in4<»-7-27- 
- him, And fo S: Paule:to the Romanes ſayth, that the 
» gifts of Godare ſuch as are without repentance. Theſe 
: teſtimonies of {cripture,and other like totheſe,do averre 
and conſtantly conclude this one thing, that God will 
in nowiſe change or fruſtrate the decree of our falva- 
tion; butthat he hath appoynted-it firme and-durable -—— 
for ever; ſo that the frame of heaven, and the ground- "= 
worke of the whole world will rather be diffolved and 
ſubverted, then that God will change or repeale his 
mercifull good will towards vs, and free promiſe of our 
falvation-: for whatſoever hath once pleaſed God from 
everlaſting, that doth pleaſe him ſo, that for ever here- 
after it cannot diſpleaſe him. 
Seeing then that the will of God is the Chiefeſt cauſe 

and originall of: ſalvation, whomeſoever therefore he 
hath eleed: and appoynted'vnto ſalvation, their ſalva- 


tion.is moſt certayne; becauſe itcannor poſhbly be, = 
that 


Ron. 11.29, 


life and falvation, becauſe that the will of God being 


tinvance thereof,thatasaſtrong and well fortified foun- Þ 
dation isnot eaſily overthrowne nor weakened, but con- 


lan.3.36. 
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that they ſhall without doubtattayne vnto everlaſting Þ 
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the'firſt-cauſe of their-falvation, is moſt omnipotent, 
and moſtloving, by whichhe' hath not onely choſen Þ 
them'freely vnto ſalvation; bur alſo freely giveth, and © 
mercifully:beſtoweth vpon 'them all things which are | 
neceſſary vmo falvation ; and whatſoever he doth freely | 
giveand beſtow vpon them, can be takeh frotnithem by | 
none; excepr God be firſt vanquiſhed :burt God cannot t- 
be vanquiſhed ofany, becauſe he is omniporent. There. 
fore theirfalvation is moſt ſure and certayne, becauſcir 
bath, and alwayes ſhall have God for the protector and 
defender thereof. OD! ; 

This vachangeablenes of Gods purpoſe the ſcripture Þ* 
calleth the foundation of God, becauſe it is firme and Þ* 1. 
immutable, and iris an elegant metaphor, which doth | ; 
exprefſe thefureand ſtableſtrength,and everlaſting con. | > 


tinueth firme againſtall tempeſts 8 force of windes, and 
t5not moved,ſo likewiſe this decree of God is firme and 
conſtant, and remayneth ſure for everinore. So that the | 
ſalvation of theelect being grounded vpon that,ſhalnot | ,, 
be battered downeby theaſſaults of Sathan,nor hindred | A 
by his temptations : ic ſhall not be inwrapped in the | 
troubles, nor indangered in the ruines of the whole 
world, though that ſhould: periſh and fall to nothing : 
and laſtly, it cannot be ſhaken nor made fruſtrate byany \ 
infirmity or weakenes of the fleſh, ſo that the elect and Y 
ſuchas believe, oo ſet paſt all danger of being cut off | 
and periſhing, are {o ſure of their ſalvation by the help 7 
and power of God, as if they inioyed italready indeedc 
ſenſibly, and in full poſſeſſion. So 19h; the Bapiiſt fayth 
mn 707 the Evangeliſt, He that belecueth in the Soune hath T 
”T everlaſting 


_ 


” eoerlefing Be. But temprations &other troubles which 
| ag the godly in this life, are cither exerciſes 
” andtriaoftheir faith,ortheir pe : or theyare like 


ls exerciſed agd inſtructed in Chri- 
' tian warfare: bur they arc not hurtfull encounters, nor 


areſaid to 


holy andinviolable calling, becauſe it dependeth vpon 2.7im.1.9. 
' an ynchangeable and eternall decree. Wherefore the 
| ſalvation ofthe godly is fo ſure and certayne, as that 
' the overthrow and decay of it, is no. more to. be fea- 
| red, then the change of an eternall decree. Moreover, 
| although this decree of it ſelfe be moſt ſure; yet it 
© is confirmed and ſealed vntoys.in the bloud and merit 
| of Chriſt, like as the Patents of Princes ſealed with 
their publike Scale, are made authenticall- and vn- 
= changeable. Therefore, that GO D might confirme 
vs more _throughly in the aſſurance and. certaynety 
of his grace, it pleaſed him'-ro ſeale-vnto-vs: the de- 
cree of our &lection, in the bloud of his onely be- 
$on Sonne , and in it throughly ſettle and ftreng- 
en our faith. So, God made the foundation of our 
election ſo ſure for ever , that nothing eyther in hea- 
ven above or in carth beneath, is-ſo firme and ſure, as 
the foundation of our election and ſalvation. For God 
doth as much eſteeme this decree of our ſalvation, and 
accounteth it as pretious, as the moſt pretious bloud of 
his owne Sonne. Therforeto change this decree were to 
deny Chriſt, 8& aboliſh his bloud, which God will never 
do, for he loyeth & accepteth Chriſt and his bloud as his 
owneſcltc: ſo that more eaſily may the frame ny 
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ps | T he golden Chayne 1H 
and thewholefoundation'of the world be diſſolved and 7 
overthrowne, then that there ſhould be even theleal 
change or renewing of his-decree. And it that it ſhould 
bechanged;the Sonne of God ſhould haveno Church, 
and ſhould have dyed and ſhed hisbloud in vayne but 
he neytherdyed in vayne, nor ſhed his bloud in vayne: 
therefore he hath alwayes a Church, and will have, 
which he bath delivered and will ſave, by his bloud and 
by his death.” Hence by a true and infallible conſequent 
itis gathered,and ſoundly concluded, that the decreeof 
ourelection and ſalvation is vnchangeable. x 
That God ſometimes repealeth- his ſentence pro- | 
nounced; and doth not execute it, doth not atall con- f * 


prehendethand blameth in thee, whichif thou ſhalt do, | 
God:knoweth howto reverſe that ſentence of threat | 
ning pronounced againſt thee. And the abſolute will of 
God wasthis,namely to ſpare thee, but with this condi- © 
tion, if thou-doeſt ceaſe-from the evill that thou wet * 
threatned for. And thatcondition is certayne, although © 
we-heare it nor mentioned'in"exprefſe words in the 
mannerof the threatning, yet itappeareth and may be | 
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\ df Saldgiaht 
by the event and end of the mhanies. $0: God 
redthe citizens of Ninivy, forthey hearing the feare- 
f ſentence ofcheir ovethrow, NY done 


how mt his counell 28 5.Gre ory lay 

abſoluteand reſolute counſell of warthathe would 
ſparcthem, therefore lie would deterrethem from their 
wicked waycs ” this fearefullſentence,and ſocall them 
to repentance, ſo that this change aught not tobe refer- 
red ynto the councell of God, as if that could be bowed 
and turned one way oran other, but itmuſt be applyed 
to the ſence and capacity of men; in which there ought 
to beaturning from evillvnto good. Agayne,although 
that hathnor alwayes come to paſle, which God by his 
Prophet did foreſhew ſhould come to paſle, yet for all 
thar, nocontraditionor contrary wiltought to be ſup- 
poſed or fayned in God.For the willof God'is in it ſelfe 
oneand the ſame forever, but yet the ſame is ſometimes 
partly revealed, and-partly concealed. So-likewile that 
condition which was manifeſted by the event, was not 
expreſſUlyſer downe by Godgburhekept thareloſe and 
concealed ir,” thar'he mighr'rouch- the Ninivites the 
morethoron hly, and the ſooner and more ealily drive 
them from their-finne,-Bor by that fearefull edit he 
would humble them, and velag humbled;:he would 
car them, and ſo he applyed the doctrine. wnto their 
y.Butbecauſe God-isone andthe a 

alwa ayes immurable, thereforealſo his will is, and ou 

tob uf pp rgpnnt the filhSne;aGnieg __ 

Lon viano098 & boOtoF.y9m50D tt 
od knowethhow Ribs execnemoſt 
e denibanded againſt the wicked; 


when 


when mer ſears robphabe for wholeſome 
*n0 moremayed with threarnings and 
dnes orhard x dcontime,not = 

their ſinnes , buridlo adde ſinne van 
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theirheares, and nuz> ell Menſch, in | hy 
finhes-freelpwithour anyfeare; :agwe may: rl H 
them tharlived before theifloud;and irrmany other, P? 
ain, eltereiglaſcor mirrour:/Therefare whereſocvn |? 
wen ſhall etchemfclbis bold iandthaſty. ro-commit | 
finnie, there God-alfo is wonero.ſhew-himſclte 2 ſhay Þ 
and ſevere indge-and revenger of miſdeedes, in punt | 
ſhing their offences: Surely 1 Gods wholeſome admo- | 
_ doe light: vpon:men:of:pliable-and repentan F 
hearts;they-movertherr and ke thembetter:: butt 
they lighr vpon mew of reprobare ſence:and prophane | 
mindes, they-doprovoke them, and makethem worle. | 
Soehe holy andwholeſome warningsof God, are vnto Þ* 
them anoccaſion of greaterſinne;and doe turne vnto 
their deſtructor; aidmore 18, 221002, 2095 Ire 
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®? that will hee as truly without any frande or decent'p 

* and perfourme,: as he himſclfe is true and-evetlaſting. | 
” This the ſcripture expreſſeth by this moſt proper and 
' fignificant word Emmunah : forthat word doth ſipnifie 
! a moſt firme, ſtable, and permanent thing , becauſe 
: that the promiſe. of God 1s a certayne and conſtant 
promiſe ;. ſo that nothing can be found +to be'more 
> conſtant and certayne then Gods-promile and'pligh- 
|: ted faith. So alſo is there nothing eyther in heaven 
: above, or- in: the carth beneath, in which wee may 
' more ſafely;put our truſt and beliefe, then in G'O-D; 
; and inhis word. For ita man do morethroughly looke, 
| and more intentively ſeatch into the true mrerpreta- 
' tion and ſence of the Hebrew. word ,- he: ſhall: finde, 


that the word: doth, not ſignific _ truth, but-that 


truth onely, which 'is:indeede; firmely grounded*and 
; eſtabliſhed, and ſo therruthof Godhath'his'ſtrength 
| ſettled and, grounded on the nature and eſſence of 
| God, as, on an everlaſting :foundation never'to'bee 
| ſubvened, Therefore: the 4rith of 'God+is-nor: any 
| cuality, gotten by ſome [ation which iappertaynerh 
| Not vnto. the-:eſſente of God;zbbur: it-is/ an ia 
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follows 
ſelves and.in deedare moſt certaynand moſt true, which 
ſhall certainely have thejrifſueand accompliſhment,and 
| doalwayes carry with them'their everlaſtingandinfak 
| lble Awew.,So-that God, ragiecll inthe ſecbnd as, ©" 


f 


is firctaR;in hisnature 
God is truth'itfelfe and'cannot lye, therefore whatly. Þ 
everhe eyther ſpeakethor promiteth, is true and inf, M 
4.5.6. ible. Hence is God in the ſcripture-termcd faithful, 
and the God of truth, becauſe hepromiſeth nothing but 
thatwhichis true, and becauſe he fulfilleth and pertour. | 
meth that which he promiſeth,in deede and in tuth, 
\ Thistherefore is a moſt ſtrong prop, and as it were 
ſacred anker for the faith and hope of a Chriſtian, that 
Godis not deceitfull, but true; that he giveth and per. | 
fourmerh in deede, what he offered and promiſed in |” 
word,and deceiveth not any man withvaine and empty 
words; thathe ſpeaketh nothing'in vayne, nor boaſteth F: 
not of his bounty above meaſure, when he promiſeth 7 
any thing largely and: liberally ; but thar he will truly 7 
and without doubr performethat,which he deterniined Þ 
with himſelte to give, therefore what he promiſeth in 
word,ſhallatlength be fulfilled indeede tor this infa- F* 
lible truth ſake; the promiſes of 'God are called pure | 
T{«.12.5, Words, and filver,tryed and fyned ſeaven times. There. 
T, forethis vnmoveabletruth,and ſerled conſtancy of God | 7 
in-theperfourmance on peg ſhallbea 7 
moſt-{irong-ioftrumecne.and :fit (engine! and the belt 
weapontoexpell anddriveaway all diſtruſt and wicked | 
goudtsthat may ariſeiin vs concerning God and his will. | 
For our natnre'is moſt proane-vnto-diffidence and di 
ſtruſt; and many wicked and vngodly doubts concer: 
ning the will of God doftcale vpors vs, and worke vs © 
much hurt and vexation. Therefore,if then Gods truth | 
did not confirmeand vphold vs; being weake and frayl | 
men,wcthould fall into deſpayre, _ beſwallowedvp 
with itahundred times ina day.: wherefore the hone 2 
lc ge 
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crable-andneceſſary: forvs, for itis as aceleſtiall ſhield 
; > ftrongerthenbraffe, whereby all noyſome diſtruſt and 
| & doubts of Gods mercy, like vnto the pernitious fiery 
& dqansoftheDevill may. be quenched and driven back. 
7 Wherefore, in adverſity and temptation wee muſthave 
Z 2 toouronelyand ſafeſt Sancuary, and that with' or 
= whole minde, and by aſtedfaſt faith and ferventprayer, 
= that in the dayly meditation thereof,: we may-ſtreng- 
” then aur: faith}, and adde_ peace vnto; our condciences> 
otherwiſe'there is:no ſtrength nor: ſtedfaſtnes where: 
2 by to; vyphold ourſelves. Whoſoever therefore doth 
= truly beleeve tharGod is fairhtulland true in his word, 
"> and hath a hatty defire-dayly. to proficand: proceede 
© in that. faith; more'and\more, he:doth nor onely vn+ 
* derſtand the ſcriptures, and: attayne: vnto the ſence 
= and meaning of them the better thereby, but alſo b 
& that faith built and-framed out of the word-of G 
= truth, hath, conquered and overcome the-world, and 
al evils contcyned in it, ſo that he\is rather to be ac- 
; counted acitizen and heire ofheaven, then a pilgrime 
or inhabitane of the carth, for his hope and faith hath 
caſt anker , and fixcd it ypon the heavenly SanQuary, 
as*on a foundation of Adamant, whereloever there- 
fore he is in his more excellent and better part, there 
allo is he ſayd to be wholy after a figurative manner $,a.ccw. 
| of ſpeaking : for that which in itſelfe was weake and «6. 
| feeble, being ſtrengthened by theword of promile, 
| with ſteele,from heaven, getteth great ſtrength, and 
becommeth invincible. For whereas that promiſe of 
{ God's, there followeth true and and abſolurecvictory; 
{ for the ſpicituall truth becommeth conquerour inthe 
= middeſtof tryall, yea iv death'itfelf& ivpromileth pn 
Hiorad H and 
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ot: be a'more wicked contumcly and-teproach, not |? 
a avian injury & blaſphemy. com ine againſt-God, 
thenformen toaccounthim flexible and vaconſtant.in © 
his promiſes. For he that:doth\ ſo, denyeth him tobe | 

r-16b.5.10- God; and 'maketh: him alyar;as S.Iohn fayth, which 7 
furely.isa moſthorrible and grievous ſinne. Woe there. © 
fore vntothe popiſh'foole divines, which ſay, that the © 
wordiofthe (criptures-is vayneiand:ofnone cf, ex. | 
ceptitbecſtablithed-in the-forindation of truth by the 
traditions:of the fathers ; as-if there-were more credit | | 
to be given: vato:man: by nature ſubiect to frailety and }* 
lying; then voto God, who-by nature is.onely true |: 
and conſtant.:Certay nel ythe word and :truth-of: God | * 
doth 'out-weighy the-authority! ofallmen.,:;asmuchs | 
God _— qc man:/1!/!- b- 
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Jdo:refreſhe rhiſcrable:and forowfull man, and | 
OP! [1NtO hope and conſolation, as the doctrine OO. 
vice '0&-freeeleion; For'0ur whole falv- 
ngs that belong! negeſſitily vnto it, do |» 
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laſting,'before the foundation of the world, hath ap. 
poynted afid ordeynedir forhim, and that ofthis owne 
ficemetcy, Without any of theworkes and'merires of 
mans owne doing. Salvatiott'isin-the'alimighty hand 
of God, and hatch her-abiding-place in his vnchange- | 
able counſell, and is reſerved by God for man. There- 
fore how can'a fairhfull man more certainely comfore 
and refreſh himſelfe; then by this meanes;\ namely, by 
' conlidering that Godtheonlyformtairie of all grace and 
' mercy;hath choſenhim before he was, and hath ſo loved 
ſonneforhislifFarid falvarion,thathemightdelivermi- Xp *:3:- 
ſcrable and wretched manfromall finne;-and\from-the *"3'*" 
power of Sathan, and bring hin into life eternall. Doth 
not God by'this ineſtimable benefite ſhew that he lo. 
vetls the ſalvation of mankinde better thery his owne 
Sonne; ſeeing that he had rather thathisSonne-ſhould 
ſuffer-and'dye; then that man fhouldbe condemned 
and periſh for ever « How can'a man more effecually 
and moreſtrongly comfort himſelfe, then with this me- 
- ditation, that the Sonhe of God would ſuffer and en- 
- dure the paynes and torments of hell in ſoule as well 
' 2s in body, forthe redemption of 'man Did not the 
ſonne of God thereby ſhew, that he accounted the ſal- 
ration of mankinde more precious then his owne life, 
 whileſt he had rather todye formiſerable nian;then that 
he ſhould dye everlaſtingly 2 How can' a man more 
ſtrongly rayſc himſelfevp in hope, then by this meanes 
that he is beloved of God, with that love, wherewith his 
= vnelybegotten Sonne is beloved,and that the Sonne of 14».19.23; 
= Goddothloveand eſteemehim no leffſe then his owne 36: 
; Members, and his owne bowels? How can 2 man 
Z H 2 more 
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more truly reioyce with true ioy, then. by this aſſured 

and infallible meditation, that .God'by the merits 
of Chriſt is reconciled vato him, and made farre mor 
gratious and mercifu}l vnto him, thenif he had neve 


roo The gold. 


offended, and. ſom againſt, God, and/that God doth © 


more will ngly.and- more; lovingly beſtowe ſalvation 
vpon man, then man-can, deſire it : for this is the ad. 
mirable 200dnes of God, that he vouchſafeth to con. 
vert his enemy. vnto him.,-and; of rebellious to make 
him loyall.-By this meanes he playnely declareth, that 
hee taketh more-;care for mans ſalvation , then man | 
doth/ for himſelfe.. How can' a man be better com- | 
forted, then by this -moſt certayne hope, that his (al \ : 
vation is, certayne and ſure,-and that. ſalyation can | FY 
Cenaynely whome Chriſt hath redeemed with his | | 
bloud , and whont God hath taken to;mercy, who * 
ſhall hure or condemne* except firſt he make thedeath 
of Chri&t of none effect; and firſt vanquiſh and over. % 
come-God himfelfe; bur neyther the whole world, Y* 
nor the gates of hell ſhall never be able to doe this 2 
Therefore the ſalvation of the beleever is as firme and | © 
2s ſure, asthe pfanipotent natureof God is eternall and ©” 
invincible.. LY 
Laſtly; a Faithfull man may worthily triumph with 77 
incredible joy and gladnes, that all his finnes are for- © 
given, avs iedoried vmto him, even for and by the 
pig ſacrifice and mieric. of Chriſt; ſothatnot the leaſt 
them -yemayneth - nor;appeareth. For Chriſt 
bath CRE for them by his — hee bath payd *7 
the vttermoſt farthing » and by his bloud hath can- 7 
eclled the hand-writing that ' was againſt-ys, beeing 


_ » faſtned-to his Croſſe, Therefore ſeeing that Chriſt 


hath Land dthe whole price of our redemption,and hath 
ſuſteyned 
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peaceandreft ynto his conſcience, then byrhis. Seeing 
therefore that Gods iuſtice is fatisfyed; the everlaſting 
throdne of his mercy: is: ſo.crected, .that it worketh ct- 

xQtually: for the falvation of mankinde, and dothmigh- 
tily ſhew and declare the ſtrength thereof againſt the 
power of Sathan, and the rage of the whole world, and 
that ſo, that all the power ot hell,,or'any other dangers, 
be they never fo great, thall innowiſe be able to hin- 
der or annihilate the ſalvation ofman. For God' with 
> hisalmighty hand doth-{o goyerneall things, that they 

| benot onely, nothurtfull and noyſome vnto man, but 


him.' So that ranke and deadly _ ſhall-become 
wholeſome phifick:vnto hinv, and the greateſt dan- 
pers of this life ſhall become as-fpirituall Chariots to 
carry him into heaven. For God'is Almighty, therefore 
it is caly for him to doe'ity hee is a mercifull and a 
mot lovingfather, therefore he will not thinke much 
to doe it. So that everlaſting felicity, and incompa- 
rable: glory tſhall enſue and 'follow after the miſcries 
-_ the dangers, which the godly. do endure in this 
Therefore the godly beleevers have wherewith to 
comfort:themſelves moſt certaynely, and whereof to 


brethren of Chriſt, and heyres of the kingdome of hea- 


his ſonneQhriſt to prayſe:God (I ſay) for his ſo great 
love towards them, ih that by his eternall love he did 
chuſe them vato everlaſting ſalvation; and to prayſcand 
plorify Chriſt for ſo greata benefit, in that by his moſt 
w.- | | H 3 pr Ct1OusS 


forever. 1 faithfull man 
may. moxe cotfirme himſelf, an perfet 


on the contrary, ſthall:tend tothe goodand ſalvation of k.8.18. 


reioyce,' in'that they are the ſonnes of God, and the zye.z.rg. 


ven. They have alſo cauſe to prayſeand glorify God and 
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pretiousb aud Hereaee ; &d vs from theanger of Gag, 
from &ternall death;and from theilavery«of the Deyill, 
ſo- that theythallbe ſaved-and redeemed for ever,and |” +. 
ſo may as.cerraynely.rcioyce ob theirfalvation, and of 7" 
eternalllife,-as Chriſt -himſelfe, who-bach' taken their > _. 
burthen pon hici, and/payd theyrdebri:Farre there. © ,.. 
fore be:froma Chriſtian mans! heirt -all troubleſome | 
doubts. concerning his cletion! and/falvation; becauſe 
thoſe doubts have adiſtruſtfullnatare; and Sathan him. 7 
ſelfe;fot»theyr author, 'which*cando/nothing elſcbut © 
lyeand decceive-Yea-much'rather-let cvery Chriſtian © 
man with/a ſtedfaſt faith beleeve, that heis elected wn. | * 
to ſalvation from everlaſting, and that he ſhall be bleſ. f* 
ſed farever in the;world:to come. For:that-faith and | .; 
perſwahon! hath! God and bis holyfpirit for an author, | * +1 
who can promiſenothing but truth, and will tulfll and 
perfourme their promiſes, becauſe they cannot lye. For 
this is the bigheſt ſtep; and:the ſureſt ſtay ofa Chriſtian 
mans faith;/to-believeithat "God is mercifullvnto him, 
and well: pleaſed in his/Sonne/Chriſt;/ This is a great 
glory vnto- God, then-which-man cannor:;give him a | 
greater, firmely to bdlieve,: that he is eleted/by God |: 
through Chriſtyntofalvation; This faithis the:certayne | 
ſalvation of Chriſtidhs,:thishope is the higheſt glory 
of the ele, and their everlaſting triumph, thar they 
are clected of God; and-redeemed by Chriſt , and, {o 
elected and redeemed; as that they. ſhall remayne {© 
.. forever, indeſpighr:of the whole world, and the king- 
dome of Sathan z;and thatthey heede no'more to feare 
the danger of falling away and-periſhing;; then that 
> ap ceale to' be' God; and 'Chriſt: be of none 
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"_ Heere P caught, that the daring if. olebtion; ond the 

. » knowledge thereof 4 ſa nec eſſary. for Chrittians, 4s 

\ that it ought Fo 66-P gunded mia. them; and-in- . 

mm ted pon by the publique.} 1 for: mithow 

#t. they cannot. bave 4 true knowleds e.'of the grace 

of God, peyther gag: A be ET 2 of their ſalva- 

tion, nor manfully reſi aho temprations of the aevrl. 

th Ry: adit hich! A ; hs pa op 

cilenged or ſuppre 0 take away the.chie- 

feſt comfort operon Church of God, aid therein 

18a fender GAAP: I7s, 2 noi=> 16119 

nitghs * 36: iy | MY2k;tuB . EH Yo 291; x 73001 eariy [ir & | ror 

tuthly;; this Hecroe! of cletion is neteſfary. th be 

Yknowne, for without-the- knowledge ofitwe can 

not have true arid! faving knowledge. of the'prace:of 
| God/ue /neither can, wederermine'© 


nely:oo ſoundly. concerningalyat 
the Devill-and his "temptations: For. as wr as hee 


tempteth'our faith (andvindeede che-tempreth 1c-very 
often)-ſ> often: ought wee to: have recourſe vnto! ele. 
dion;/as vnto'the onely ſtrorig)fbnindation'of our 1a 
vation, and'wee-muſt moſt certaynely determine 

ſer downe with ourſelves, that wee'are. freely' cledted 
vnto falvation, and thatwe'catmorfallaway, which if 
weedonot;: wee. cannot acknow! +40 D:forour 
Father, and Cx ts e(for:our[Retieenier, Hor hope 
and looke' for erernalltife;; by: che grace»of the:one; 
and merite of the -other:::Whoſaever: therefore!doth 
tulyigcknowledge,and>foundlpbclecie;that-God: 1s 
his Bacher) atrd:Chrift his nedeemer;and dorhiplaccand 
bround-allhis[fairh;, As" F4 —— 
$f < - 4. 


> ad 
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of (alyation in him ” I} hee may knowe as verily 
that he-1s-choſen of God; -23 God both in- his efſenc« 
and nature, and in his word and promiſe is true ang 7 
faithful. For this ſentence and promiſe of Chriſt isnq 
'onely true, britalſo moreftedfaſt then the frame of hex. 
Fargo! ven. Whoſoever 'belevveth in me, fayth Chriſt, /hal », 
"pe; ſv; but" hath everlaFine Ge.” This faith which doth 
acknowledge and lay hold vpon Chriſt, is the fir! 
_ and chicfeſt effe@t and'\fruite of ſalvation. Therefor 
Gods eleQion, andthe khowledge thereof is the onely ©» 
ſtrong foundation; on which a Chriſtiavand ſaving faith © 
may ſafely ey: and remayne conſtant againſt all the | | 
F 


aſlaults and tations of Sathan. Whe hore ſeeing 


[ 
that eleQion is as a-ſtrotig and invincible fortreſſe 2. | - | £ 
gainſt all the ſubtilties of Sathan , againſt the aſlauls 7 £ 
of thewotld;and agaitſtallthedogbes and-wavering | | 1 

c 
\ 
4 


of the ficth, the knowledge thereof is very neceſſary | - 
for vs. Aga ae, the loctrine. of election is yery nece: 
== tobeknowne of vs forthis: cauſe becauſe it-is one (# 
' bofihe: __ confeart: on Dlekes. {This the fcnp- | 2 
ture dehivereth and exprefieth playnely and _—_— 3 

iy; that*wre-are-:therefote:icalled and drawne vnto | 

Chriſt, and ymo!falvatian, becauſe that we were Gl | 
Freon elected; For/they oricly:and none 0- y 
48.13.48, ther arccalled vrita'Chriſt;and indued with true faith | E 
gh him ,-which-wete fore-ordeyned vnto falvs | 
\Therefore hee which denyerh and reie@eth th | | 
honey? of eledion;;hee!denyerh and reiedeth the 4 
ve of God; ant>6inthaveine hope: of his falvation. | j 
t that wee-may know indvihileetiand therrue cauſe |: 
of halwatiber, theres nothing more. neceſſary to bee - 
an teeeredFolodi ForGod hah | 
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* callmen,) but much rather that wee are miſerable and 
> (inners,and that ſo,as that of our owne ſtrength we are 


2 not able to bring , no notthe leaſt thought tending vato 


] God. Whatſocver therefore of our owne, power wee 
> ſhallvndertake or doe, eytherby thought , warde,, or 
deed, wedooffendin-it,and do draw vnto our ſelves de- 
ſervedly, iuſt, and eternall damnation : and have deſer- 
ved:itſo often in the juſt iuudgement of God, as we have 
conceyved any thing in thought, or done any thing ci- 
therin word or deed. : yea, and more often. For albeit 
thatnoevill works either outwardor inward were com- 
mitted of vs, yet our corruptand depraved nature doth 
convince vs. all, and find vs guilty of moſt iuſt damna- 
deſperate condition. doth make vs much aſhamed /and 
confounded, and ought to humble and debaſeys with 
tauch meckeneſſe. For menare then,wont to, blaſh for 
ſhame, and-tobe humbled, when they are compelled to 
confeſſe &acknowledgetheir own mildeeds,they being - 
manyand great , ſo that they cannotdefend nor excuſe 
them; ſo they begin to be outof liking, with theſelyes , 6 
diſtruſtthemſelves,8 are in deſpayre as concerningtheir 
own-merits;which deſpaire is profitable for them, For as 


good ; which may bee acceptable or well pleaſing aro 


long 
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\8of Salvation. 107 
his owne Salvation: ButPredeſtinationbringeth down 
7 aman; \thatitmay lifthim vp agayne by the grace of 
2 God: Forthe lcaft thoughtof 'the. leaſt 'goodneſſe. in 
man, is = ej againſtthegrace of God, Therefore 
=> this muſtfirſtbe taken away, and driven out , that the 
grace of God may take place. | 1 
=” -- Furthermore, the Decree of Election is neceſſary for 
vs to know.for this cauſealſo; becauſethatitedifiethand 
buildeth vp our fayth ſtrongly and ſurely,and maketh ys 
moſt certayne that Salvation cannot fayle vs. For there 
isno better, nor firtermeanes forthe building'vp of our 
2 fayth, then free Ele&ion, which doth confiſtintheeter- 
"> nall and vnchangeable Decree and good pleaſure of 
> God; & that Salvation: which dependeth thereupon, 
- 2 cannot be intercepted or taken from vsby any creatures. 
7 Fortherefore Salyation iscertayne8 vnmooveable, be. 


1 cauſe it is grounded vpon the Counſell of God andiis 
— ; reſerved and: kept. vntouched,, agaynſt all the aflaultes 
>» and ſubtilties of .Sathan.: Heere therefore wee ought to 
F- know,/thatSalvation proceedeth from wwo diſtin&tcau- 
* > ſes: Firſt, it loweth from the love of God, as froman 
= heavenly fountayne ; and then , itis purchaſedby the 
-* bloodandmerites of Chriſt, Chriſtioyneth theſe 
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+ cauſes together, ſaying, God ſs loved the world, that hee 146.3.16. 


© gavehis onely-begotten Sonne,that all which beleeved in bins 
© ſhowld not periſh , but have everlaiting life. Vpon this 
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*therefore , is our whole Salvation., andthe vnfallible 
_©hopeand fafety thereof ſettled and: grounded ; in that 
& God, the moſt Mighty, hath gives vnto hisgSonne, as 
his ownepropergoods, and doth iuſtifievs in him, and 


* | 


Zfaftand ſure} (1 &ir40d , 94 39 
” | Therefore this doctrine of EleQtion, feeing it1s _ 
RIS onely 


his hand: Hence is the-Salvation'of the Faythfull ſted- 


> doth not ſuffer vs beeing iuſtified:, to-bee taken out of ,,z, 10. 29, 


onely gatevntorighteouſnes, the onely way vnto God | 
and rtheonely cntranceintoheaven ;-1tisnot, ( asfome | pr 
falfelythinke ) the occafion:of deſperation , the breake. |? 
necke of Salvation, and (as it pleafethfome ) the deepe 
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pit of perdition; neyther isit a fubtill and dangeroy 23G! 
ſpeculation (as others report) which tyrethmens ming 
withourany fruite , and beguileth and deceyverh then 

with vayne'words : but it isaſound and profitabledo 
Qrine, which tendeth vnto godlinefſe, and to a ſeriow 

feare of God, and chiefely itis profitable to reprefſe an F710 
keepevnder'the prideand arrogancy of man. For wha? 


of Gods exceeding great-goodnefle towardes vs , thaf 7 
Gods free'and morethen fatherly-Election,, in tha} 74 
hisaboundanr graceand mercy;beharhappoynreder. | I 
cayneSalvation for vs before we were, and ſtayed not h6þ 7 
long till wee camevntothim ,-and defired Salvation dþ * tro 
him? Was it nota'mercic above allmercics,in that hee | 1 
ordayned Salvation for vswhichbeleeve in-Chriſt, and» 
embrace his Goſpel, before he had created vs'* Wasnaf? 
thisalſo a ſingularand ineſtimable mercie above all mer} * 
cies, inthathe hath elected vs in'Chriſt, and adopted! * 
for ſonnes, which were in ourielves alcogether wreth |} 

. edandvnworthy,anddeſervedrather tobe condemned \ P* 


then to bee faved 2 wasitnot.an honour above all ho. "2 


andRedcemer,and we 
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he ſhouldbeour HeadandRede were pre- 
7 Chriſtisthechicte and ſingub light-of-Predeſtination, 
Z:adtheſameis:the Head ayd Foundation of the whole 
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Goſpel: Therefore thewhole Goſpel doth flow and de- 
pend from nothing elſe , but from Predeſtination toge- 
3 cherwith Chriſt. Forthe whole workeof the Goſpelis 


- # % + ; *s OY " 


*Fiathis onething, andthere it is called Goſpel, thats, 1Oy- 
full ridings, becauſe it witnefſethvnto men, that theyr 
2 ſinnesare forgiven and pardoned through. the death of 
| > Chriſt, without any reſpec had vnto theyr workes, that 


o5 


| * fothey might be freely 1uſlified., and ablolyedand deli- 
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| * this juſtification proceedeth from Predeftination., as 
from the firſt fountayneof Salvation, as Paulin this his 
* chaine doth expreſlely teach, ſaying, that thoſe onely are 
juſtified, which are predeſtinate.betoreof God. There- 
= forefree iuſtification cannot beehelde and maintayned, 
7 except free predeſtination be firſt grantedand defended. 
2 Wherefore, ſeeing that Predeſtinationis the cauſe and 
- ? originallof iuſtification, . itis innowileto be concealed 
- {or {uppreſſed; but ought publikely and openly to bepu- 
- 2)! bliſhed, and preached freely without reſtraint, through- 
- 4 out the whole worlde, that this exceedingand infinite 
7 goodneſſe of God towards men might bemade mani- 
©\\ feſt and knownevnto them , that they might leameto | 
F diſtruſt themſelves, andtoput their confidence in God, 
"I that they might ſeckofor Salvation , and findeit, not in 
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110 
-+1-” bly of the Chnichi”The' Seriptite 
oe few is falt of this-tmatrter;&ſpeci: 3 
_ TobyigasdGlear aſe, wherein Predeſtitiation is reprs Þ [2 at 
mmkonl and: oobliſhed abroad-Fortherefsno'Ch aptetin 
chatBod Ob Pbre- there's: fi6t'miehtion of Predeſiin 
tion, eytlicrin'expreſſe wotds, | "6ein the ſenceand mea 
ning of it.” 72711 91 
 Andalthough there iveborns always ſome, fron 
the beginning of the Goſpel, whiich perfwaded bythe 
Aloremetits-and \wiſtdome of the fleſlt, have though 
that the doQrin&of Predeſtinatior/ſhould notbeo Open. Tu 
ly taughtand publiſhed abroad becauſe they fearedtha| | 
itwould petieecal onandmiltreſſe of defperationaf 
of a difſokite life: yet theyar6/in'noſort to be belecved| | 
nor: followed.” For f diane which they/alledee, a || x v5 
though at the fitſt ſight, they may ſecme to haveſomeſ} 7 
colout or waghryet indeed they do bur caſta miſtebsÞ» 
foreourcgyes, andare of 'no im portance. For-the da Þ7 p 
gerwhichithey# yReare;ivayne; and almoſt none at i: . 
r Predeſtination/i8the Fi caule &the abſolutema: ik 
1.Pet.1.20 {7 Of our greateſt hope and ſweeteſt conſolation, in thi z 
Godour heavenly Father from eternity hath ordeal Fi 
his onely begotten'Sotine to tedeeme and ſave vs, Set 
in [9s 405g Chrift (as we have ſaydbefore out " ; [ 
drgttn ) isthe head of all thoſe that are mktine: y *« 
thatall they thatdo fly vntohim,as vnto their one} 
e,are tedoomedof him, and do attayne vnto eve: | 
laſting Salvation : ſurely ; Iſeenothow the doctrine «| -þ 
Predeſtination ſhould be themarrer of deſperation, clps 2 
cially ſeeing thatSalvation,whichit bringeth with it,and | 2 
oweth vpon vs, is altogether of free gift. But if that g. 
our Salvation were to bee: mefrited-and gotten by out 22 
owneabiliy or workes; then ſurelyaman might fear | ® 
5 ay and preſent danger of deſperation. For we = 


S; It Sathan. Moreover, eas wewere 
3 = day , yertweecould by no meanes ſarisfie tor:the 
finnesthatyvee have committed already Forfinnedorh 
moſtgticvonſly offend God; and deſeryerh higwrath, 
and his>curſe ; and eternall damnation, which no crea- * 
ure; as itis barelya creature, can tarneaway orput off. 
Forthe vnathand __ ear in omg nott9 
henvwe DO all 


| to ras rim barn /dnlt yet rwhionls ran concerning 


$ 7 himſelfc and his'owne merites!;=whereby torartay 

[ ' Salvation ; he ought to-beoingreard fre, becauſe 

| * thatby yhis meaneshe ſhall never come vnts Salvarion: 

; but indnarrifag the'grace of "God ; which is byall 

* means free, hee ought to be invery 960d hope: efpe- 

| cially'ſeeing that God dath morewillingly afford and 
beſtow:Salvation vpon man !-then miſerable:man can 

T6quire ior wiſh that Salvation might'bee'imparted or 

> beſtowed = him. For God tor his vnſpeakeable Fw 

> goodneſle fake ,, doth make manearneft-and defirous nn, 
of his Salvation , which was an enemie of his Salvariz 
on: Alſo God doth preventa man, and Reketh him 

out:::man ſecketh not for God/;:buriharech/him ox- 

| i and doth dread and/ſhunne him as SOUR 

1] | #1: SI3NHTC TY 
 1-:Therefore:an: dias of Salaiion a ahs brace as 
I of Godis fo great, a8 CFP 1065 a0 bee grea- iN, 
2 4 { 
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Theiefore there ariſcth no deſperation ar all out of 
this doctrine-of EleRiow; if ir: bee well and'tcuely vn. 
dedorhendaccobtibyeoyti Roy poundedzbir 


contratt- 


Sake 
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cantrarityiſegreat: conſolation commeth- there-fron, 
whichifit bewelltaught veco men; and diligently, 
fiſted vpon,; aniadtmirable'truſtand confidence in God 
and amoſt:certayne hope of Salvation proceedeth wy 
 1\Therefore hath God appoynted the holy miniftey 
of the Goſpel, that men ugh diligently bee informeq | > 
of his ſagreatmercy, Alfohe would that admonition, _ © 
and threatnings ſhould be drawne from thence, andir | - 
poo pounded-vttoment: For theyre .certayne means, | 
y which God is powerfull, and expeltetb all drowſing © 
from his children,andfiriketh in thema ſerious feareand - 
reverence ot himſclfe. So Godby this-meanes, doth} - 
bringamen vnto Salvation ,. ordayned for them frome! 
yerlafting.They therefore:wwhichJuppole that the cout - 
of a govd lite is overthrowtie- or. Hupdred by: this do. - © 
arine of Ele&10p.are grofſely deceyved But of all,they| _ 
doe moſt grievoully {inne , which reaſon thus; If I ber 

_ predeſiinatedvato Salvation, then, howſoeverl live, 1 


. 4 


ted ro deſtruction, it wiltnotbingavayle me-to live wal: | 
yea, though 1 ſhould exerciſemy ſelfe in all kind of ver. 
rue, yet itwoulddoe me no.good, butin the ende ſhi 
of. niecefſuy |bee.condemned and periſh everlaſting: 
why theteforeſhouldl be carctullof the cBurſe and or | 
der of goodlliving:andexerciſe my ſelfe ane while with | 
this,andan ether while with that kind of Jabonr or flv. © 
dy * This isnotaj Es 


: ſooner, {; 
theperformance of 14 
beginne to-ftudy;,how tg hiate:andſhy \;r1es 
$54 woke NOW te: nnethofe thing 
thatarcevill, and love andipraguiſe \thofe.chings that arc 
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. of Salvation... m3 
ood: butthey which remayne obſtinatein theyr wic- 
redneſſe;-and ſtubborne in the hatred and contempr 
of the trueth of the Goſpel , and do proſtitute and ſell 
theniſelyes vnto Wl kind of vices and wickedneſſc bold- 
ly; withoutany feareor reverence of Gods divine Ma- 
zeſtie;andcontinueas it were buried in them without a- 
ny feare,; neyther will by admonitionsbee brought to 
lcave:them-; they are to bee warned, that they ſhould 
watch.'Forthe iudgementof God, which hangcth over 
them, to deſtroy and-condemne them, ſleepeth not,nei- 
theris idle. So thatintheyr obiction , there is nothing 
of any-ftrength, 'butthere is a manifeſt fallacy in it, in 
thata ſuppoſed and falſe cauſe is of them put for a true 
cauſe. So that of the contrary fide, they ſhould con- 
cludethns, changing the former ſentence or propoſiti- 
on in this wiſe. If Ibepredeſtinatevnto eternall life , I 
muſt callvpon-God, and live godly, becauſe tothis end 
* -amleledted of God, that I may livegodly and holily. 
+ FortheScripture ſayth; God aid cleft? ws before the founda- 
* tionsof the world were layd , that wee ſhould bee holy and vn- 
blameable before him through love. Therefore the Ele 
muſt ſhunne wickednefſe, and not commir it. Agayne, 
they which thinkethemſelves to be reprobates,muſt not 
for that cauſe do wickedly ; but ought ratherto hate and 
fly all yngodlineſſe, leaſt that by theyr morc grievous 
wickednefle, they dolikewiſe plucke more grievous con- 
demnation vpon theyr owne heads. For they ſhall bee 
frremore gently dealt withall , which doe avoyd theſe 
orthoſeſinnes , and defile notthemſelves with all wic- 
kedneſſe, and all pollution of ſfinne ; then withthem, 
who doplunge themſelves into all wickedneſſe and vn- 
godlineſſe, and wallow and defile themſelves in it, a5 
Soweinthe myre. For thisisa perpetuall law , and vn- 
changeable rule of Gods juſtice , that PR 
. I Ou 
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- ſhould be proportioned vnto finne. So that more grie | 


yous and more haynous ſinnes, ſhall be tormemed with 
more grievous and motehainous torments. Wherefore, 


from everlaſting, and that they ſhall bedamned for cver, 
For ſo they. would prevent Gods iudgement, For hee 
hath fore-appoynted a ſer, and certayne time, to call his 
Ele in : which ſceing they expectnor, but dociudge 
and condemne themſelves, they doe nor onely prevent 
Godand his indgement; butalto by theyr rafh attempt, 


toavoydevil, and todoegood,is profitable vnto there. 
probate ; Forſo theyr puniſhment of condemnationis 
caſed, and mademoregentle. Agayne,they doegreatly _ 
offend, becauſe they doe thinke themſelves reprobats © * 
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they goe about to preſcribe God atimeand meanes to | 
callthem, and doe invadeand arrogate the parts of that | 


© 


worke vnto themſclves. Therefore, they ought white | 
they live here; to hope well; yea, very well, concerning | 


 .theinfiniteanid free goodnefle bf God,and to awayt the ; 


time of theyr vocation and calling, and to attend vpon 
God forhis workes both preſentandto come, vntill hee 
reveale his tudgement and: counſch, by his calling of 
them : eſpecially ſecing that hee tallethand faveth his 
children oftentimes in the latter time of theyr life , and 
-Inthe very 2gonyof death, at the laſt gaſpe. So thatal 
.thoughat this day, they ncyther ſee nor fecle in them 
ſelves, any tokens of Gods love, yetby Gods good gift, 


. . they may ſee and! fecle themto morrow. For although | 


the Sunneſhine not inthenighttime , itdoth not fol- \ 
low, that itſhall never ſhine nor ſhew it ſelfe more : but Þ 


aftera while, the Sonne will riſe ; and difperfe his light | 


and his beamies allabour farreand wide-So likewiſe, al 
though:menbevnbcleeving to day, yer to morrow they 


gxech.g6, 09Y obtayne fayth by the goodneſſe of God, and bc. | 
_ -., zs;C0meſoundbeleevers.. God hath promiſed;that he will 
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oivevsfayth. Therefore we muſt pray vnto him,and pa. 
tientlyawayt the time of thegivingof fayth: forbe wil 
deny vs nothing beeing asked carneſtly and! heartily. 
Therefore-it becommethall men , as long as they live 
here, not to deſpayre, but to have theirhope in God 
theyrmoſt anenes+ Father :. for ſo great abundance of- 
thegraceof God isſhedde abroad through Chriſt, that 
it is not onely, equall vnto finne to doubt thereof , but 
ooeth beyond itinfinitely. 
. Therefore , by how much the more men are guil. 
ty of theſe or any other ſinnes', by ſo much the more 
: isthegrace of God made glorious in theyr Salvation 
t and Redemption. For theſe are the wordes of God, 
which cannot lie nor deceyve, which the Apoſtle pro- 
nounceth playnely from the mouth of God, ſaying, 
Where ſinne abounaeth, theregrace doth much more abound. x, . .. 
By theſe things thus ſpoken, it is vndoubtedly true, 
that the doctrine and preaching of Predeſtination is ney- 
» therthecaule of deſperation,nor the occaſion of a ins 6 
| lute life : but where thatis not taught, and diligently vr. 
 ged amongſt men, there they runneour, and let looſe 
the raynes toall vncleaneneſſe,and runne headlong into 
theluſt of committing wickedneſle, ſo thatnot onely a 
window, but even a great Gate is left wide open for 
themynto all manner of iniquitie. For where the do. 
arine of Predeſtination is not vrged and publikely prea- 
ched vnto men , there men cannot comeynto the ſure 
and ſaving knowledge of theyr Salyation, but being ſtil 
vncertayne-and doubtfull of it , are carried about hi- Erbeſc4.14; 
therand thither, and waver likea reede, vntill at thelaſt ; 
| theyfalloutof this troubleſome diſtruſt, and continuall 
= tfeare, andrunne headlong into deſperation , and deepe 
-- Pitte of darkeneſſe. They therefore , which ſuppoſe 
that the doctrine, and pang of Poedeflionny 
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is vnprofitableand do refuſe it, or doprohibite and ſup. 
preſſe itas dangerous, doendevour vtterly to rake away 

and overthrowethe whole ground.-worke of mans Sal. 
vation ;and doe imaginefor mankinde nothing elſe, but 
certayne downe-fall and everlaſting deſtruion. For 
they theinſelvesſhunneit, as they would a rocke , and 
ſhuryptheentrance into-irfrom'others, and ſo do iniury 
ynto men, and dimini{h! Gods glory: 'For the glory of 
Godis there moſt diminiſhed, whereas men are ſeduced 

by falſe opinions, ſo'thatthey cannorcome to the true 
knowledge of God,and the proper cauſe of their owne 
Salvation : but ſuch doe leademen away from the true 
cauſeof theyr Salvation, and bring them to a falſe and er- 
roneous cauſe. For Salvation floweth and proceedeth 
2.752. from no cauſe clſe,buteven from the freemercy and ta- 
* your of God: Therefore the Scripture doth often re- 
ducevs toElefior *5 to the onely trucoriginall of our 
Salvation, ſhewing thereby , that Salvation proceedeth 
notelſe-where, bur from the eternall Election and free 
mercy of God.” Farretherefore be from vs,theſe fanati- 
callfpitits,vhichwich'a prowd looke,and face of braſle, 
doereietand ſpurneat this moſt wholeſome dodrine 

of Predeſtination; For of that which they thinke they 
know beſt, they are moſt ignorant, and when as in theyr 
ownecarnall ſenſes they would ſeeme moſt wiſe and 

moſt godly, then arethey of all other moſt vayne and 

\ moſt prophane. 

- But thou O man, whichartbut a vayne and fading 
. ſhadow, whydoſt thou with thy impure lippes and ma- 
licious tongue reproch'or vilifie the wholeſome truct] 
of God, and layeſtitopen to the common contempt 
and ſcorne of the diſordered common people 2 Wilt 
thou bee wiferthen God? in that thou artnort content 
wich that means of attayning ſalyation, which God from 
: A, everlaſting 
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” everlaſting hath appoynted and ordayned before thou 
” wert? Wi thou have God which created thee, ſubject 
vnto thee? Wilt thou aske him rhe reaſons of his coun, 
ſells Acknowledge and: bewayle thine owne wicked: 
neſſe and vncleanneſſe ; and heartily deteſt and abhorre 
thoſe workes fore-{ene, together with thine vntoward- 
_— pollution,and mr to vato,6e beſcech the 
infinite free mercy of God, thathe, taking piticvpon 
thee, would vouchſafc,in and through his Sonne to re- 
ceyvethee into his favour, and to fave thee : otherwiſe 
thouand thy workes fore-ſeene, which are odious vnto 
God, muſt needes periſh everlaſtingly. What art thou 
that forbiddeſt that to be taught, which God will have 
to be publiſhed and preached all about 2 Thinkeſtthou 
thathe is fooliſh or ill adviſed, that hitherto he knoweth 
not what oughtto be taught, and what ought not to be 
taught, that thou art become his maſter to: preſcribe a 
rule, how to ordaine things,8 what to teach:as though 
hee knewe not what ought to bee done, exceptthou 
ſhouldeſt inſtru and teach him, as if he were rude and 
vnskilfull. Ought the Creator come to lcarne of thee, 
beingan vncleane creature, whatis meete tobe preached 
abroad 2 Tell me I pray thee, where is thy face and con- 
ſcience? where is that feareand honour, which the crea- 
ture ought to give the Creator ? Surely it is not in thee, 
for then thou wouldeſt ſubmit thy ſelfe to God, and to 
his wiſedome with all humbleneſſe of minde,and woul- 
deſt with due reverence give deſerved thanks vnto him, 
forthis ſo merciful.Decree of his. Butitisno marvell, 
that thou iudgeſt ſo raſhly and wickedly of Predeſtina- 
tion, and the dodtrine thereof, ſeeing thatthou preſu- 
meſt to ſearch and find out that Decree of God, with- 
outthe helpe of his word,by thine owne madde and di- 


ſtrated ſpeculations. And therefore moſt fitly hath A«- 


ay 
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fline ſpoken of thee , and of ſuchthatare likethy ſelf, Þ 
* Lethim that can, ſearch this deepe and hidden myſtery, Þ 
andpric into this great depth : but lethimtake heedhee Þ 
fall notinto it. There the holy man ſpeaketh of thoſe, Þ 
which when they diſpute or ſpeake of Gods Predeſtina. | 
tion, doe ſtraggle beyond the compaſle and bounds of | 
Gods worde, and follow theyr owne ſpeculationsagd Þ- 
fantaſies. But thou, if thou be wiſe, with-hold thy (elfe, © 
- andfollowthe Analogie of Chriftian fayth, asa truſtie | 
ideand direcer. For that will bring thee moſt ſafely Þ- 
1ntothe moſt ſecret cloſet of Gods Predeſtination., Re. Þ| 
nounce all carnall wiſedome, that thou mayeſt beein. F- 
ſtructed of that heavenly wiſedome in this fo ſecret and | 
deepea matter. For, tolearne of God, and to bewiſein Þ 
im, is trucand favingwiſedome indeed. Ceaſe there. Þ 
fore betimes from this wicked endeyour andſtudy, and | 
bewarcof theſleightsand ſubtiltics of the Divell. Take Þ 
heed he ſeducethee not fromthe true way to Salvation: Þ 
for heknoweth well, that the whole Salvation of man Þ 
falleth tonothing, except it be attayned by that means Þ 
which God hath decreed to giveitby. Therefore fol- | 
lownot any longer the prepoſterous fore-ſtalled opini- | 
ons,and wandering affections of men : but reade dayly, | 
and marke diligently the holy Scriptures, from the firſt | 
Chapter of Geneſis, vnto the laſt Chapter of the Re- Þ 
velation. For by the ferious reading and continuall me- | 
ditation thereof, the holy Ghoſt is wont ro become | 
effectuall in the heart and minde of man. Soalſo mayſt \ 
thou beebrought eaſily tothe true and naturall ſence of 
the Scripture: which when thou haſt gotten, thou ſhalt | 
become moreſober in thine vnderſtanding and iudge- | 
ment, and ſhalt tatethe lively ſence and feeling of the | 
graceof Godinthy heart,and ſhalt be ablenotonely to | 
condemne & caſt off this prowdand preiudicate opini- | 
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on of workes fore-ſecne,and of ſupprefling the dotrine 
of Predeſtination, but alſo toſtampe and trampleit vn- 
der thy feet. I pray God bring thee intothis minde, and 
confirme and {trengthen thee therein, Amen, 


an * - as * 


God is bound to no man, neyther oweth any thing to any 
man : wherefore without all controver ſie , it was 4 
mo#t free thing for him to chooſe ſome unto Salvation 
of hu free mercy ; and by hes init indgement to appoint 
others vnto eternall deſliruction : and means reaſor 
#u2ht not to murmure at this ſeparation and difference 
that God maketh betweene men, but to reft contented 
withit, CuHavr. 18. 


Enthly, this Decree of EleQtion , is a moſt free De- 
cree: becauſethat all thinges which God doth, hee 
doth freely without any compulſion or impediment. 
This conſiſtethand may be ſet downein two members. 
The firſt is taken from his infinite wiſedome,, in that of 
himſelfe hee alwaycs vnderſtandeth and knoweth per. 
tealy all things which have beene, and which areto 
come; ſo that therecan bee found in him no ignorance 
: of any thing , norany errour in iudgement : therefore 
; thereis nothing that canlic hidden or ſecret from him; 
| forwhatſoever hee doth, hee doth moſt freely , and no 
' mmanis able to preventor deceyve his wiſedome. The 
| otherdependcth of his infinite power, in that God hath 
| Hhoneaboye him , norequall to him. Therefore his 
| Will cannot bee governed nor turned by any cauſe, 
but dependeth wholy of it ſelfe fo , that fig! and 
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abſolutely it hath power of it ſelfe. Foras God hath ng 
cauſe that made him, ſo alſo hath he no caule that ruleth 
and governeth him. Therefore whatſoever hee willeth 
and doeth, he willeth and doeth it moſt freely, and none 
can reſiſt or hinder his will. Therefore God hath mof: 
| abſolute and ſoveraigne power, and moſt free author 
Pjal.1o5-5 gyer all things and in all things. This the Scripture 
ſheweth in expreſſe wordes,ſaying, God did whatfoever 
he would, both in heaven and incarth : Foras he made 
all 1 7 that are contayned in heaven and in carth, ſo 


alſo by his infinite power he alwayes governeth andyp. 


holdethall thoſe things. For God is nota Creator that 
endureth fora while , but hee isthe continuall preſerver 
and governour of all things thatare created, otherwiſe 
God ſhould not be God. Sothat God hath moſt abſo. 
lute power and commaund over all creatures ; ſo alſo 
doth he exerciſe his moſt abſoluteand free power vpon 


all men. Therefore in as muchas hee choſe 1acob to Sal. 
vation before hee was borne, and had done any good: 
and caſt Eſaz away from his mercy, and reprobated him 
| before hee was borne, and had done any il! : both thele 
hee did by his freeand voluntary will : and who can ac- 
cuſe him of vnrightcouſnefſe, becauſe he hath done ſo! 
So alfoin the whole eſtate of mankinde, in that for his 
mercy fake he hath choſen ſome from everlaſting vnto 
Salyation, to inherite the heavenly Glory : and on the 
other fide, in his juſt judgement hath ordayned other 
ſome vnto everlaſting deſtruction and confuſion be- 
fore the foundations of the world were layd: both theſe 
Hath hedone freely by his owne will. So alſo atthis day, 
in that he ſuffereth-his Goſpel to bee preached in cer- 
tayne Kingdomes and Provinces, and will have ſome 
mento beconverted to Chriſt by it ; and doth not ſo in 
other nations, but ſuffererhmento remayne there, inthe 
- | 12norance 
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” ignorance of God, and finally toperiſhin it, both theſe 
© I hedoth by his owne free and determinate will, So 
that God by his ſoveraigne power doth whathe will in 
all things even asit beſt liketh and pleaſeth him. This 
” moſtabſolutepower of God in executing whatpleaſeth 
him vpon all men, is an eſſentiall propriety of his, with. 
: outwhich hecould notbe God, They therefore which 
: goabout to take away from God this moſt freeautho. 
' rity, inthe chooſing of ſome men, and in'the reiecting 
; of others, they, I ſay, do what they can to take away 
' theeſſence of God,and fo indeede deny God tobe God 
- atall. For when the proprietics of any thing are taken 
 awayanddenyed, it muſtneedes follow, that the thing 
it ſelfe alſo is annihilated and denyed: Therefore, that 
the glory of God might remayne vntouched, and that 
 duchonourmight beattributed to himalone, he ought 
© to have this power, to diſcerne betweene men by his 
| freewilland abſolute mercy, and by his wiſedome to 
$ make them different and vnlike, which otherwiſe by na- 
* turewere every way alike. 

Heere weake fleſh and mansreafon ought not to fret 
and murmure againſt God, becauſe thatin his wiſedome 
he doth iudge and determine ſo vnequally of thoſe that 
are equall. For God oweth nothing to any man, ney- 
ther is he bound toany man. Agayne, all mankinde, as 


the Apoſtle witneſleth, is in the almighty hand of God, pm.s.a1. 


as cley is'in the hand of the potter. Therefore as itis in 
the free power of the potter to make ſome veſſels vnto 2: 
honour and ſome to diſhonour, fo alſo is it freely in the 
hand of God to ordeyne ſome men to celeſtiall glory, 
and ſome to means confuſion. And, as the potter 
taketh nothing from the clay, though he make itafter 
this or that faſhion as it pleaſeth him, folikewiſe God 
taketh nothing from man, of what condition ſoever he 


make 
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right to contend with God, though 
he be created ofhim vnto deſtruRtion. By this moſt Þ 
example we are taught, that it is in the free choyſe of | 
Godonely to makea difference betweene men, andby Þ* 
his wiſedome to ordeyne and appoynt what ſhall be Þ 
' done with every one: So that God doth loveand chooſe Þ 
moſtfreely whomeſoeverhe loveth and chooſeth;as allo Þ 
he doth refuſe and condemne moſt freely whomeloe. Þ 
ver he refuſeth and condemneth. For this is the force Þ 
and liberty of predeſtination, namely, that God hath 
freewill to ſave and chooſe thatman,whom of his meere 
race he chooſcth and faveth; fo alſo that he hath fice Þ 
Iary to reiectand condenine whome ſocver in hisiuſt Þ mi 
judgement he will have refuſed and condemned.So that Þ for 
| this is the eternall and vnchangeable will of God, of Þ by 
his vndeſerved favourto chooſe and fave ſome, andin Þ cy. 

his iaſtiudgement to caſtothers off from allmercy, and Þ o 
to condemne them. This will of Godin both theſe de. 
crees is moſt abſolute and ſimple, which hath no other 
| _ caufe, fo thathe ſaveth ſome becauſe it is his pleaſure 
_ and wil,andhe condemneth others becauſe it is his plex- 
lure likewiſe. Thereforeitisat Gods free choyceto ſhew 
or deny mercy to whomeſoever he will. Tt is in his 
amw.9.18, P2Wver to have mercy on whom he will, and whom he 
will to harden. And he taketh mercy of his owne great 
- et ngmany Le hardneth with no iniuſtice; that he 
that is ſaved ſhould not boaſt of his owne merits, and he 
FTTNY _ T_ ſhould on of nothing but 
Excviri. OF NS OWne delcrts, as Augnſtine ſayth. So there is no 

>—7 29a cauſcabove Gods will, burthat is che higheſt degree, FF 

thatvntovs itmight be in ſeed of all cauſes. So the will W 1 

of God 6s the ficſtand chicteſt determiner of our elc- z 
34 ion ÞÞ - 
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7 | of. Salvation. | 2723. 
7 &ion and ofall other things. Therefore the onely ab- 
7 ſolute will of God ought to ſuffice everyone as themoſt 
* weighty cauſe, and the chicteſt reaſon of every thing. 


| So that itis anexecrable wickednes to aske the cauſes 
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” ofthe will of God, ſeeing thatisthe firſt and theonel 
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” {ufficient of all other cauſes, which hath no other cauſe 
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” above it : wherefore Saint L#gu#ize ſayd moſt truly ,,, , ,_ 
© and moſt rightly, Call not into-queſtion why Goditas”” : 


chooſeth this man ,' or reprobateth; that man , except/#*-1-5- 


© thou wilt fall into errour, for this will of God is ſure 


” partly to ſhew his free mercy, and partly to declare 
I fs juſtice, for he were vninercitull if he ſhould con- 
” demneall, and onthe other fide hee might ſeeme vn- 
” mindfull of his iuſtice, if hee ſhould fave all. There. 
' fore God created men ſuch, that they might fall, that 
by theirfall he might ſhew whatthe benefitof his mer- 
© cy, and the iudgement of his juſtice were able to do : 
» of which rcade _Lugu/iine in his booke De correp. 


& or 4t. 

Z And this ought not to trouble the godly, becauſe 
| thatallarenot appoynted to ſalvation, and but a few 
© onely ſhallbe faved : for they know and beleeve, ha- 
© ving learned it by theword of God, that all havefallers 
” into moſt juſt condemnation, and, why all men are 
= notdelivered from thence, is not in mans power to 
= determine and iudge, but muſt be left wholely to the 
 ihdgement and wiſedome of God. Further it doth 
# henceappeare thatallarenot elefed, becauſe that the 
' ſcriptureaffirmeth in many places that ſome onely are 
! eletced;andthe reſt reieted. 

|  *Agayne, the ſcripture ſayth manifeitly, that he hath 


| acth. Agayne, if all were clected, the Goſpell of the 
My ſonne 


” and conſtant, becauſe hee hath created mankinde, ,,,,, .. 


| mercy on whom he will, and whom he will hc harde- 9. 18, 


T |; 
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ſonneofGodſhould be preached every where through. cid 
| out the whole earth, and faith ſhould be given at ran. 
4 dam to all and everyone. For Pawle'to Titms teacherh, ©, 
that faith is proper tothe elect. But the Goſpell is no; 
2.7be.3.2- preached through all parts of the earth, and faith isna then 
given toall men, therefore all men are not appoynted Þ* 
.vnto ſalvation. And that faith is not given vntoallmen Þ* the\ 
Maa5.46 it is evident ;becauſe many ſhall be condem ned, andgo Þ ever 
away into everlaſting paine. Agayne, it may henceap. Þ © nary 
peare, thatall arenotelected and thallbe ſaved, becauſe Þ* they 
that eleftion or chooſingisof ſome, and not of all, for if Þ* perl 
all were received, there. were noeledtion : 10 that there © Go! 
are ſome ele& and ſome reprobates. But they which # fent 
have atrue and a lively faich in Icfus Chrift our onely Þ* liket 
Saviour, and do put their whole truſt and confidenceot Þ* met 
ſalvation in him alone, they are the very elec : for tothis Þ hev 
end arethey elected of God, that by the power of the Þ fot 
ſpirit they ſhould beleevein Chriſt, and in him obteyne Þ of \ 
alvation. And let ſuch embrace with thankefull heans Þ * ] 
the incomparable goodnes of God towards them, and F 

freely with their mouth make the ſame knowne vnto 
others, prayſing God, | 
And although 'God hath not ordeyned everyone | 
vato ſalvation, but hath appoynted ſome'vnto eternal | 
deſtruction, yet there is no accepting of perſons with | 
him: as if God did elect and fave this or that man for | 
any outward things, ſuch as are riches, honour, | 
noblenes of birth, cuntry, comely proportion, beauty, \," « 
excellent knowledge and learning, and other things! Þ 
the likeſort: theſe things albeit among men they arcin | 
greateſtimation, yet with God they are of naaccount: | 
For God reſpetteth and eſteemerh the ſincerity of the |? 0 
heart, and the innocency of life; (although that as co") | 
cerning the decree of cletion he reſpecteth not thelc | 
© Hank neyther,) 


Cep.1.I, 


” +. 4 
"wy 4 + 


Feicher,) bur'theſe outward good things, howſoever- 
Þ they be-moſtpretious, and to be eſteemed'as the good 


Ecifis of God, and his. name ought ro be'prayſed for 


| them, yet inthe marrerofeleQionhe ſerteth nothing by 
them; for they are not of ſuch-worth, - as that any for 
themſhould be elected vnto cternall life. It they were 
F” thecauſeof cleQion, it would manifeſtly follow, that 
> cyerlaſting ſalvation might be attayned by the goods of 
” nature, or by the ſtudy and merits of man. Wherefore 
” they which heere make a queſtion of the accepring of 
'* perſons, do neyther know themſelves, nor the juſtice of | 
© God rightly as they ought todo, and dogrievoully ot- 
| fend herein, becauſe that in this matter they ſtick not to 
" liken and compare God with lying and deceiveable 
' men,, who oftentimes are blinded with the outward 
' hew of things, and are withdrawne fromthe right way, 
| that they give their verdit and ſentence in the behalte 
© of vniuſt cauſes. = 

»  Morcover, they fall into a fallacy full of ignorance, 
” orelſe of wickednes, for they foyſt in fayned and ima- 
 ginary cauſes inſtead of true and neceſſary cauſes, as it 
| they ſhould ſet mouſe-doong to ſale in ſtead of pepper. 
' Forifthoſe outward good things were the cauſe why 
' theſe ortheſe ſhould be choſen, then ſurely oftentimes 
* theworſt ſhould be clefted, and the beſt reiedted. For 
- thereare many'/good men found which want thoſe out- 
ward' things, and many times they are wicked which 
; overflow and abound with them. Therefore that-ob- 
# 1cQion ofthe accepting of perſons, is not ſimple, but 
doth comprehend many evils vnderit, by which Sathan 
- ontheoneſidedorh with mayne force puſh at the glory 
: of God, and on the other ſide doth openly ſet himſclte 
- againſt theſalvation of mankind, and laboureth to over- 
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If the trueicauſe of ſalvation be not vnderſtoode au 
knowne, for nothing cari be brought forth by any thing 
elſe, /but by;his'/owneiproper and-true cauſe,” But if thy 
obietion ſhould take-place; falvation ſhould be tranc +. c 
ported; from the true-cauſe thereof vnto a falle cauk, 
and {o be injeoperdy of loling: Moreover, God wha 


he elected.vs , did callvs as itwere from nothin. Fo Þ , 


there was no;gopd thing in our'nature, which conld be Þ. 


acceptable andapproved vnto him, therefore of his free Þ. 
g00dnes and mercy he decreed to adopt vs tor childin Þ-: 


by cledion. By all cheſe things ic evidently appcareth, Þ 
and is ſufficiently proved,that God hath abſolutepowa Þ 
and freewillin the electing and reprobating of men. For © 
God is bercftofthechicfeſt pattof his honor and glory, © 
vnleſle this authority be granted him over men,to bethe Þ 1 
only iudge anddilpoſerot lifeand death cternall. x 
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Although God from everlaitine hath in his inſt indi 
| ment caſt away the reprobates from all hope of ſalvs © Þ 
tion,yet they are condemned for nothing E for ther 

owne funnes and miſcleedes, ſo that they cannot com- | 0 


_ playneibut of their owne deſervings. C u a v. 19. 
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Þ*<vemtbly, this/decree of Predeſtination, isaiul Þ '0 


decree; For God in his works-isnot onely moſt fice, Þ*' 


but alſo inthe ſame is moſt iuſt, and vpright. Therctorc Y 
whatlocyer he willeth and doeth, he willeth and docth # 


wſtly. Inasmuch therefore as he hath reprobated ſome ' y 
men, and appoynted\them to' cternall damnation, bc | 


hath reprobated,and decreed tocondemnethem iuſtly. | 


Bur that this queſtion, may the more Cleerely be diſcul- 7 


led, and the better vnderſtoode, we muſt note two |}. - 
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, «1 8f Salvation .. Ou 
i things Firſt char God in bis natures iuft. Secondly, 
ol nSecr and beſides his-namre he willerh and'doeth 
(© nothinginhis workes bur that whichis iuſt-Morcover, 
Gt ent in bis naturezas that bixiuſticeistiotany 
ff accdentall-quality, which is gorten-and anayned by 


3 


© fach or ſach a&ions, or which ſometimes admiti 
F zugmentation;and iſometimes/ diminution; butitis an 
| from God, exceptthe' ceaſe tobe God. So that tuſtice 
© -moſtproperly agreeth vnto God, forhe'is iuſt indeede 
properly; and-ſo juſt, that not the.leaſt partof wſtice 
© ca be found:to be, which/proceederh'and commeth 
| not from Gods juſtice: Therefore the creatures have 
-{o much iuſtice.and vprightnes, as it pleaſeth God+to 
| inſtill and powre into. them. So that Gods iaſticeis the 
| fountayne: and welſfiring of: all other" tuſtice.: Cer- 
| rynely-Gaod: inhis fiazmreabd will is: fo-1uft; that no 
- vniuſt thing:can not onely be found in him;-but with- 
þ all likewiſe, he can endure-no iniquity inhis creatures, 
For thewill, of God is; not onely:iuft continually, bur 
- alſo.it is the onely imitable meaſure and:rule of all 
- other[righteouſncs.2 and that ſo; tht no! other:things 
cat be'eyther juſt or vniuſt, but-thoſe which-G O D 
- ſhall pronounce juſt or vniuſt.- Therefore whatſoever 
* -he ſhalipdge vniuſt, cannot.in any wile be inſt, and 
_ 'on the. contrary, thoſe thirigs which he ſhall cſteeme 
* atuſt, no man ought to thinke .yniuſt - Therefore 
ſeeing that G O D, both in+his- nature and in; his 
| Will-is. excceding iuſt , it followeth that all: things 
: which hee xwilleth/and doeth;]-muſt'needes bee iuſt. 
| For as every cauſe doth brine forth his effect ,!{o al- 
; fo that effect doth-declare of- what fort the cauſe is. 
| ' For as, the /eſſence . of. the effect proceedeth from 
| thecauſe; ſoinlikemanner'the knowledge ofthe _ 
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b. of is by his effect; Forſuch as the cauſe was, ſich alfony 
— the effeneedesfollow,thereforefrom a iuſt cauſe thy 
| muſtneedesproceedetuſt cftefts:wheretore in that ty 

God hath-reprobated many men, and reiected they 
from his grace, he hath reprobated them, and reieayſ®? m 
'them-1uſtly. For all the works of God are iuſt, athÞ© © 
ſcripture ſaythy but: reprobation'lis-a:worke of Go Þ | 22 
"TO therefore it muſt ricedes beiuſt. For who-would dey H 8 
4( Genus, Fat to bein the * particular kinde;which is inthe) (ot ** 
nerall 2 or who would ſay that the nature of the cauſsÞ © 
45not intheeffe&s. This iuſtice or righteouſhes of Gu  Þ 
saltogether. incomprehenſible; and Rrercheth ander | 
largethit ſclfe as farre as thevery nature and eſſence «| © 
God doth. Therefore God candeliberate and domanyſÞ: *' 
andinfinitethings,farreabove'the capacity of man, al} ®* 
that moſt vprightly, akhough they feeme to be other. Þ o 
wile in the, wiſedoine ofimani Thetefore howſocr Þ 
God fromeverlaſting hath appoynred certayne ment Þ 
eternall perdition belone they were created,or had done # 
any evilt; yet for all thishe cannot be convinced ofany F 
.intuſtice,becaufe thathe hath free power over all things, þÞ 
and 2 juſt willin all things, ſo that he may-juſtly doinal Þ 
his creatures whatſoever he doth or will do. T herefor Þ 
in thathe hath appoynted ſome men vnto everlaſting Þ- 
deſtruction, hee hath done juſtly,” for hee is a molt fie Þ 
agent.” Therefore though he take pity ypon ſome; ani þ 
reieft others; though he regenerate ſome and harde | 
6thers; though he fave ſome and deſtroy others, yt 7} | 
theſe and ſuch like-works are the iuſt works of God, # 
which he may dofreely:/Tsirnorlawfull forme, ſay þ* 
Mat.20.r5 that Lord of the Vineyard in the Parable, to'do what! 
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will with mine owne*: Therefore thoſe works as tlit Z 
are done of God, ate tuſt and g works : bur if the 
"ameworks, orthelike totheſe ould be done of mi". 
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- of Salvation, 14g 
| they wereyniuſt and great offences, becauſethey would 
be manifeſtly repugnant & contrary tothe law of God. 
For the law commandeth that men ſhould love others 
2s themſelves, and that they ſhould atall timesand by all 
meanes and dutyes that they can, ſave and defend them, 
' andnotdeſtroythem. So that Godgavealaw vnto men 

toloveand fave others, but he gave not that law to him- 
ſelfe, for he'may iuſtly hate them, whom men by the 
laware commanded to love. Therefore God is iuſt at all 
times and in every place, although ſome things which 
hewilleth and doeth feeme very vniuſt vnto fleſh and 
the wiſedomie of man. For what can ſeeme more vn- 
righteous or vaiuſt vntofleſh, then to condemnea man 
vnto cternall deſtruction before he hath done any evill, 
when as notwithſtanding it is the iuſt worke of God, 
which is therefore iuſt becauſe itis Gods will. 

This worke and decree of reprobation, in the itudge. 
ment of man ſeemeth contrary to the law,and Chriſtian 
charity. For the law commandeth, and charity willeth, 
that there be no hurt doneto any man,butgood vnto all, 
but there is no good but hurt done vnto them, which 
are ordeyned vnto this miferable condition and curſed 
eſtate, therefore it is repugnant to charity and contrary 
tothe lawe : I anſwere, God is not bound nor ſubiet 
vnto thelawe ; ſo that he gave that commandement to 
men only, and not to himſelte. Agayne, the iuſtice of 
Godis altogether infinite, whoſe greatnes the ſhallow- 
nes of mans capacity cannot conteyne, nor ſearch out, 
therefore itis not tobe meaſured by thelawand rule of 
civile juſtice. For there is no conſequence from an infi- 
nitething varo a finite thing,becauſe thereis no propor- 
tion betweene them. Therefore a man in this matter 
muſt renounce all naturall reaſon, and ſubmit himſelfe 


wholy ynto: the onely wiſe God, knowing, that the 
| y onely wiſe y 2, "— 
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juſtice of God cannot be examined, or comprehend 
by the ſhallow conceit of man, nor be meaſured acc; 
ding totherule of civilliuſtice.Therfore it were cxtrem 
madnes, & blafphemous impiety; not to attribute more 
wiſledome& vprightnes vnto-God,then man can vnder. #7 
ſtand or imagine. Surely this were to erect and worſhip Þ7 
a vaineidoll inthe ſteed of God, or rather to deny God © 
himſelte. Moreover, there-areicettaine particular works I? 
of God, whichare' not to.be reduced:to the general | 
rule of equity, as for example, the tact of 4#&raham, who 77 
in his obedience ynto God, would have killed his ſonne, | 
and -haye ſacrificed him vnto God; whenas notwith. | * 
ſtanding the law ſayth, Thou ſhalt not kill, *Fhe holy man Þ - 
of God knew, that God was not ſubict to the law, but Þ ? 
that 1t was given vnto-men onely, ſo that he did not Þ © 
examine, theſpeciall commfaundement. (which hchad þ * 
recewed concerning the facrificing-of his Sonne) ac Þ * 
cording to the lawe, but fimply obeyed the commaun. | 
dementof God; and ideſired-to execute it with a ready 
and good will. : 
| Bythis examplewe'are taught, firſt, that God ſome | 
times doth decree ſomewhbat-in his ſecret, will, which | 
he preſcriberh not in his lawe. Secondly, that we mult | 
obey this his ſecret will when God commaundeth, | * 
though the lawe after ſort corimaund. the contrary, | 
otherwiſe-the will of God revealed in his word is the © 
onely continyall rul-'of good life. 'S9, there may be 
ſome” worke which God doth not therefore will bc. 
caule iris uit, but. itis;thereforciuſt becauſe he will! 
Iandthinketh.itgood, Furthermore, although of wo ©: 
men,.of which neyther-had-done' any thing, bc hath | 
predeſtinatedtheone vato li fe; & the Other vnto death, © 
and that before, the foundation; of the world, yet this 
predeſtination is no lefle juſt; then ifboth had bin cre? |? 
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of Salvation, '. rr 
ted,and committed many great offences. But itapeareth 
manife{tly,that reprobation was decreed betoreall cime, 
and ngt ordeined in time,both from thenatureot God, 
andalfo by the holy ſcripture. From the nature of God 
it appeareth, becauſe God doth nothing with anew wall, 
but all things by his everlaſting will : whatſoever there- 
fore God doth in time, that did he determine to do be- 
fore all-time; otherwiſe there ſhould maniteſt change 
2 befound-inhim, ithe ſhould do the leaſt thing in time, 
> which he did notdetermine to do, before time from 
= cverlaſting. By the ſcripture it is evident, becauſe that 
> every where, as well in the doctrine of reprobation as 
| clecion it reduceth 'vs--vnto the eternall counſell'of 
|: God, that men might certaynely be perſwaded, that 
nothing happeneth vnto them in this life, which was 
not ordeyned. and decreed ' for them by God from 
- cverlaſting. So that, that happeneth to:them in time, 
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which' God hath fore-ordeyned "before time. 'More- 
over, although the .reprobates be reiefted from this 
mercy of lalvation by the iuſt and cternall iudgement of 
God, yet-they are not condemned but for their owne 
linnes;and-mifdeeds; by which they deſerve, and pull 
vpon their owne heads the iuſt wrath of God, and cter- 
- nall deſtruction, Therefore, although they are not re- 
> probated &reiccted for any infidelity or wicked deeds 
 torefeene,burbecauſe God hath ſo willed irand decreed: 
-: 1tiuſtly, yet they ſhall not be condemned but for their 
owneyngodlines:To conclude:as thereisno merit fore- 
20ing.inelection, ſoalla.is thereno deſert a5 in 
reprobation, but both do proccede and flowe from the 
good pleaſure of God:, Now heere remayneth to be 
ſhewed briefly, for what cauſes the reprobates are ſub- 
ietand liable vnto iuſt condemnation. The firſt cauſe of 
their deſtruRion, is the corruption of their nature: this - 
K 2 o 
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ſo great, that it is fully ſufficient for to condemne ther 
iuſtly, as we may ſee in the death and condemnation 
of infants and little children that are reprobated, who 
although they be polluted with fewe or none acuall 
ſinnes, yet for the originall corruption of their nature 
they 'are thruſt hedlong into everlaſting deſtruction, 
Therefore this corruption of nature is the firſt and me. 
ritorious cauſe of damnation. Agayne, God vouch{a. 
feth not to beſtow vpon them the mercy of regenera- 
tion, but leaveth them by his iuſt iudgement in their 
former depravation ofnature. Neyther can God be ac- 
cuſed or charged with iniury, becauſe he doth not re. 
formenor better them ; for God doth not owe them {0 
- much, becauſe he hath not promiſed it vnto them, and 
therefore is not bound to perfourme it. And as for the 
promiſes , although by the publike miniſtery of the 
Church they be pronounced ynto all that heare in ge- 
nerall, yet indeed and effectually they do properly per 
tayne and belong vnto the elect only : for whatſoever 
God hath promiſed in the Goſpell,and in the matter of 
ſalvation, they onely obteyne and enioy. Agayne, the 
promiſes donot declare what God hath decreed and de- 
termined concerning every one, but do ſhew how heis 
affeted towards them that beleeve, therefore they be- 
long to none but to the beleevers, ſo that God oweth 
nothing to the reprobates, but deſerved wrath, and iuſt 
indignation. Therefore in that he doth not call them, 
nor draw them to Chriſt, nor juſtify them in him, nor 
create faith in them, it is for this cauſe, becauſe he hath 
not choſen then; ſo thar when the cauſe is denycd 
them, theeffets muſtneedsbedenyed them alſo. Forto 
whomeſoever he vouchſafeth not cleion, he alſo de- 
nycth thoſe bleſſings and benefits, whichare the effes 
by of election, | . | % 
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-of Sabuation. © © 
* Theſe be el ing ng by the iuſt iudgementof Godthus 
hemſelves,are hardy eddaily more&more/fothat they 
otto:cor mit great &deteſtable ſinnesandiniqui- 
5,neither ſtandin awe of Gods vengeance; butnuzile 
eblves in their finnes with: deli ght. and love; and 
commitiinnes-willingly, and thar-1o-ptoudly and {e. 
curely,asif G heavengerof wltderines did, winke at 
hem, and wouli! take no account of thera for their lives 
Theſe God doth not only reiect and repel from 
aiGrings grace, and all the effects thereof, butalſSin his 
mſtiudgement doth deliver thE'over: beings reie&& 
pattlyvato Sathan,8 partly to their owt concupiſc&ce 
and deſires: So that chey follow not ſo muctitheſivinge 
of their 'owne corrupt nature, as the perfiyaſion'and 
temptarion-of the Devill, by which they: AfE'Car! 


hedlong inroalt fthines and luſtof ſinneandareſo be: 
ſotted with! the cuftome of finning;'thar being Blinded 13." * 
with it, they wax dayly worſe and worſe. Thi 'harde: Apo: 24.77 


ningand' delight in ſinne;1s oppoſed as contraty vnto 
tructlily and -{aying repentance;"an@this ihbotne EG 
ruption is with'a&tcallfi Ned a ER with fewwell aig 
mented and incieaſed, Therefore the wicked being jeſt 
tothe corruption of theitnatute; and hatdned by the 
enticementsof finhe; can'do nothing elſe bur fifine. F> 
thattheſc are thoſe veiſels which: Sui 

fayth;were made andappoyited'toſhatne amd: ks. "<a 
pout:'$o the reprobates by filthy ati odious: means, | 
arcbrought'to" everlaſting ſhame and diſhonoyr. Fs. 

for gs ends are judgedof by the 
andthe meanesby the ends; Thereforealthoi Neg fe: 
probates'd&-commmit ſite, the affetion and indevorof 


ticir-whole:nature tending haſtily vnto cvill, yer.not- * . 


-& 


withſtatiding by ſinnin For and of their" owfie: a6 
ovdpeiveyro accomp inch God will 
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714 The golden Chayne 
have done'by them, that by them they might iuſly he 
condemned: according to: Gods purpoſe trom everla. 
ſting. For intheir opeti miſdemeanures God cxecuteth 
his hidden and ſecret iudgements, as in all the aQtions 
ofeach man els. 'So that thoſe ſmnes which the wicked 
cotamit, are:the ſecondary cauſes, by which they dif 
cend asby; certayne ſteps.into everlaſting perdition. 
Therefore the! reprobates, although trom everlaſting 
they beordeincd vnto damnation,yet they cannotiuſtly 
murmur againſt God, nor excuſe or defend themſelves, 
becauſe. they themſelves are the cauſe of their owne 
damnation: therefore they are forced-to acknowledee 
their, owne'guiltines whether they willor no, and that 
nt of their condemnation is1uſt. But God 
efore the.authorand cauſerof their perverſe. 
aſe:that.he doth not correc them and amend 


©-Detore Bhat they be forſaken-and hardned by 
xr wickednes, the roote& welſpring ofther 


\LHAGHE; OWTIG -nature,; which they procured ynto 
REYES & their wiltull allir away from God,;-in 
the loyaes < 0! "Adams. But itis Sathan which doth excite 

7 [= vP.in FI evil thoughts 60g Wicked deſires, 


oo — Do thas it. &5/no'mer- 
| ric in their cyals., becauſe they 
knaw not Ms cauſes. of theiri&vill, neythet feele nor 
fey themſelves;the greatnes, of. them : yea; 


remedy 


| Sarptionab abideth/and ſlicketh faſt within themſelves, 
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inſt it; as that/rhiey refiiſe it being offered. 
Moreover, the reprobares by their free-auid volt oy 
will (which is the onely cauſe and originall of alla 
ſinnes) do choole the things thar are evill, and purſue 
thent with a moſt cger defire, and ſor are carryea?; ay 


finne into finne , and dayly even to theyr: 
do-adde and hcape fine vpon finne, vartill they 
into everlaſting deſtrution , vnto the whieh by ſuch 
meancs'they were ordeyned. By theſe things. it moſt 
evidently appeareth, that the cauſe of finne ought not 
be layd vpon God, but to be acknowledged in'thenx 
which have offended. And although God for a while 
do ſeeme to-winke with his eycsas itwere cloſed vp, at 
their great and ideteſtable wickednes, yet: that tempo- 
rall' forbearing of their wickednes is'not the forgiving 
and pardoning ther for ever : but God, for his infinite 
goodnes ſake doth favour them many times in this life, 
and dealeth gently with them, that ſo he-might allure Kew. 2. 4. 
them vnto repentance but they forthe hardnes of their 
hearts comenot vnto this vndeſervet-mercy, therefore 
| he commeth vnto them at the length with deſerved 
| puniſhment. Fog ; 
, .; Theſe ſinnes and evilldeedes whichthe reprobates 
; commit, do ineceſfarily follow their reprobation; but 
theyarenotthe cauſes of it. But the reprobates do bring 
forth them vf themſelves, and are properly.the cauſe of I 
them: andthat in time, whenas they were reprobated q 
of God: before time : therefore their condemnation is 
properly the. wages of their ſinnes, and the- peculiar 
* fruite of theirevill deed : So the wicked themſelves arc 
| thefirſt&true cauſeoftheir own deſtruction : but God 
 Bbaiuſtiudge, which taketh from them nothing, which 
was theirs, but rewardeth & paycthvnto thEthat which 
|} theyby their enterpriſes 8& ations have deſerved. There- 
K 4 fore 
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re The golden Chiyne 
fore when he! condemneth-thetn he doth'them noin. 
iury,butdoth make and pronounce vpon them the ſen. 
tence. of. their deſerved:;condemnation-even for their 
owne fats. So-that:ſuchreward ſhall be rendred them 
before the-judgementfeate of Chriſt, as their labour 
hath beene heere, and fuch wages: ſhallbe payd them 
there, as their deſerts have beene heere. So, two begin. 
nings or cauſes do go before the; condemnation of the 
wicked, to wit, the uſt decree of God, and their owne 
corruption and impiety:: Gods decree is the cauſe far. 
theſt removed, which hath juſtly ordeyned, and wiſely 
_ diſpoſed this their condenmation-: their owne corrup. 
tionis theneereſt cauſe, which-is ſtill in operation, and 
bythatoperation deferveth condemnation. Moreover, 
as often astwo- cauſes do concurre to one effect, then 
the effettaketh his nature and name of the neerer cauſe, 
Therefore the: indgement-of the effect ought to pro- 
*ceede and be:taken:ifrom that. Now; where there is 
ſhffeneckedincredulity,and a wicked life ſeene, repl 
niſhed\ dind/overwhelmed with ſundry finnes and ini 
quities, continuallyas long as lifedoth'laft, there dothe 
tokens of reprobation appeare . Yet notwithſtanding 
fomerimes ſome are” converted vato: God! ar the'}ait 
gaſperot death; and-attayne falyation; which chrovel 
their wholelife long have lived diſhoneſtly & leawdly: 
in ſuch-God doth manifeſt his iricredible- mercy, and 
doth-indeede-ſherw more cleercly:thery-the Sunne it 
mid-day;tharlife:crernall is by all meanes” tis ow? 
meer morſe) So that God 'teacheth vs in F 
them, that we ſhould hope well of every one, as big £ 
35 they live heere;; but+to denounce the ſentence of | 

damnation vponthisortharian, for fuchor ſuch mil. | 
KDE aming veryraſh, and much diffonant from | 
40 The 


4 Co +. p NET 40 ot Ba A 2& " Ben races, $0 
3; < WE OTST I OY m ESI wi 0? £ Cone ws Cote: rn TH RE ONCEN 
&: Y PEA FINS ISS FE i RA A. TY; NY i a - Y./ Sos 1: Doe woot SEE 1h 
IS IE RR er Ws NNE. A WW Fe Re got i Em Sa hs. IE "= 201" des Bs RO oy. r=; fr SANE ons 20S. % 
. j X rl EEE CID, na nn RT SIR bs RS © Þ <0 Ge Og ined on SS CIS **% Lo 2 
ES IE RNEY - Lt Fas, 7 7 ay Fat 20 % 1, CV CD R oo We > 
PROCESS "3 %- 3S Br ea & I ITS \Y-- o &- * Ry 5 LEE Eo ESSEN ” Se os FT; £ 
ER EPI. 6 W Re R p P SA > Ro Cog BET CO "ER EIEORES nay 4 7: 
5, DSS [2s FS an Sto) be : u® * 3 125 BS. * Gt - G * 
BO EB Mey nels oy Pane: © INE & 8 Weg : ; ; 3 & 
» ” 
% - 


}.,ywld bas noiuolse gnifietio'y% 0s Jn: 
denwation of the reprobate,' by thews 


IS. 
I IP 


, SZ; , b - g 4 q £ I 
W- og; ; L 
8 ' L . 4 f *% 
4 $1 although O08” EINE 6% | 
bs _ 4 1 * 4 * hr Y * ge ft "We 4 ys ” ” % 
: +$ <# 4 $3 Js & 
2 | « F 
| | { | AP. : F4 > Tad? 7: f? 
_ { , Fm p [ 4s X S ww ; ST $4 .®" & 3 # £ . i$ 4 
_ bi 5 
a 


h : 
GEE 4 > $4 


i Les moſt 'inſt and horrible condemnation of the 

4. wicked; maketh for the beſt,)and:is' very. profitable 
forthe Ele and the;godly.. For they beingatfrighted 
by the hurt and example of othets-, are thereby: more 
humbled in ſpirice, andithe more nioovedand ſtirred vp 
tothe better acknowledgement, and more earneſt deſire 
of Gods-grace:and mercy. 'Agayne,' that; they'\may 
karne themore diligently and ſtudiouſlytohateand e--* 
chew ſinne, which hath procured ſo greatdammage,and 

© ſuch fearcfull condemnation.ynto-others, and heartily 
 toabhoncit. Andonithe contrary, thatthey may frame 

- and apply:theyr whole ſtudics andendevours to this, 
= namely, tothe carcof conforming themſelves, their lite 

| and manners,according:tothe will of Godinallthings: 

' that theremay bee betweene! their Godandthemone 
and theſame will; and one and the ſamevnwillingnefle 
inall thinges,as:there iswontto bebetweene mutnatand 
faythfull friendes. . So:that no ;evill.cun: bee ſo: great, {0 
noyſome or hurtfull, but God knoweth how:to'order 
and dire&titvnto theedifying and Salyationofihis cho. 
ſen: whereby every man mayeaſily pereqyve with-whar 
tenderaffeion God loveth his Children, whenas our 
of deadly poyſon; he produceth inftradtionand whole- 
ſome miedicinefor-them..Ler them thereforewirhfer- 
vent prayers, give preatthalikes ro God their fo good 
and mercifullFather; inrhathe hath vouchſafed to ſave 
them from eternall death and confufion ,” andto elect 
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themyvnto everlaſting Salvation and Glory , before . © 

thers.x wr 4 p,{04) hoy wr = nor byrth, 
nor-were intheleaſtreſpe&t better-rhen they. 

_ -*+Fromhenceitclearely appeareth;, and is without x 
comroverlie truc; thaethereprobarcsand fuchasſhallþ« 
condemned, have not onely-any-iuſt cauſe for which | 
they ſhould murmure agaynſt God , and frette at his © | 
fevereiudgement;burfarre contrariwiſe they are boung 
to.prayſe and thanke:God for his benefites receyved: 
partly, becauſe they were by him<created men : party, 

ecauſe'hee hath forbornethem here a long time, with 
muchpatience, and long ſuffering, and hath beſtowed 
ſundryandgreatbenefites vponthern, filling them, and 
etreſhing their hearts with mear and drinke : partly, be. 
!7- cauſehehath beautified 8 adorired many of them with 
notableand excellent'giftes; whileſt he hath made ſome 
excellent in 9:09 4; of narurall things ; ſonic he 

hath notdebarred fromthe knowledge of his word, but 

hath wroughtinthema certayne cobſent vnto religion, 

and begotten in them ſomeſhew of fayth: as appearcth 

in 1wd4s the traytor; and in Balearm, and in many other, 

as: of whont Chriſt ſpcaketh in Saint Marthew. But when 

- theſe-dot wickedly: abuſe thoſe benefites and ſpiritual 

tes,they. do turnetothemrotheirgreaterdamrnation, 
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ter benefites and miore- excellent giftes , by 0 
grievous madgementand more bitter pu. | 

Fmey bytheirowne default deſerve, and | 
ypon.theif owne heads; Fiirtherlikewiſe,thelon- Y 
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rable clemency. And 
emiung of them;on theone fide he ſhewerh his 


; nuſtice; 
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kong that he hath. condemned 1 | n 
whichhisholy Natureand Will cannot nptmi- 
ſhed: : and/his power inchis,thathee'could AS 
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as ite's Co dbeirireptano cal away; and 
makenoaccount of his worde and grace ,j\nddocide, 
ryde and-mocke' at the wholereligion and worthip of 
his divine Maieſtie, ; and ſohonourandlovenotGad; 
bur the divell rmher,; Agayntman whe 9 
moſt ;cruelly-perſecute, the. religious WO 
God, which profeſſeand embrack his. holy, Gol 
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© nifeſt, For contraries being ſer oneagainſt an other, and 


ogether, are made the more apparant and fa- 


” miliar vnto vs : as alſo that men may knowe that this 
| worldis ſo governed by the providenceof God,tharno- 
© thing elſe can happen vnto 'men, bur that which was 
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” fore-ordayned and appointed for them,by God, before 


theworld was made. Laſtly,this doctrines to be vrged, 


thatthe Ele&mightſo much the more carefully eſchew 
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! andavoyd finne, and excrciſe themſelves in alltheſtudy 


of godlineſle; and allo that the reprobates may knowe, 
whatand what manner of things ſhall fall to theyrſhare, 
andwhatthey have deſerved by theyr finnes and wic- 


© kedneſſe. Sothat this doctrine is very profitableand ne- 
© ceffary on both ſides. Therefore it ought dayly and dili- 
gently to be propounded and preached both to the god- 
© ly and to the wicked. Therefore let all religions and 


hol, 
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zodly Miniſters of the word of God, apply themſelyes 


© to this, namely, to preach this Decree of God publike- 
| ly in the Church, as the Scripture commandeth; and let 
E them not efteem* nor care forthe Popes cenſures and 
© curſes, which are like lightning, breaking forth without 
© anynaturall cauſe appearing, andnot to befeared. But 
= the Papiſts with theyr conventicles cry out, that this is an 
* horrible opinion, and notto betollerated in the Church: 


© ſentences, will altogether vaniſhan 


| ſhouldnotbe preached, leſt men ſhould bee caſt downe 


: andthis they do very craftily. Forth 


ſce,that by this 


| dodrine, that fable which they have diſperſed concer- 
{ ning free will, and many other trifles, which they chaunt 
| out, in theyr Synagogues, with Digge words and lofty 


fallto the ground. 


. 


Therefore they goe about to wound and ſtabbe the do- 
| Qrineof the Apoſtles and of Chriſt; concerning repro- 
bation, through theſides of the Miniſters. Others pre- 
| tend a ſhadow of deſperation , and that this doctrine 


and 


- ma Thegolden Ehayne ; 
and fallinto deſperation. This danger is not ſo muchy 


be feared ,, bur-that the: Miniſters. may. pronounce al Þ 
thoſe things which God hathreveald n bis holy ou Þ 
I doe contefleindecd;that they muſt ſpeake witcly of, Þ 
probation.vnto.the people; and Ithinke allo, that awz. 
ry Cayeateſhould be vicdin the preaching thereof, 1g Þ 
a good cauſe and:a profitable doctrine , by evill dealins © + 
and prepoſterous handling.ſhouldbefpoylcd and mace IÞ 4; 
vnproftable. And yet ſo, that nothing which the hol Z 
Ghoſt hath delivered in the Scripture, concerning tha Þ 
matter , ſhould bee omitted by (ilence. Let the whole 
world goe to.wracke:, rather then thatany thing ſhoul 
bediminiſhed from the tructh of God, Let the Mini. Þ 
ſters therefore, faythfully and diligently handle that do. Þ 
&rine , and commit the event vato God : and let then © 
know, thatthe Papiſtes or athers, cannot, nor.ouglit gt 
tofoibid thoſe things; which.Gad will have opcncd be. 

forethe whole world... Far, are they the inaftersand ia. Þ 
chers of Godtharthey ought toteach.and preſcribevn. Þ, 
to him whatoughtto be preached? . 0 
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Thi Deere of Elettion and reprobation, is F/, {% re and 1 © 
» 1,1 » Certayne onbothfides, that none of the Elett can bet: 


 JSemonies of Seriptare ; that thereiare more of the re Þ 
of the Elect. 'Cnap..27. *; 


” 
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SEL Pn Eels s Decree of, Predeſtination, is a ſure þ4 x 
©; Ma certayne Decree; becauſethat with God there Þ? 


52 crtayneand fernumber as well of the reprobate, 5 Þ 


of the Elect, ſo thattheawmber both of theone and of 
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© ne other cat neyther"encreaſenor bee diminiſhed:-For 


© the ſtare and condition of the one and of the" other, is 
| .nvichangeableorder; ſo chatthereprobates itinior be 
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able totakethem our of his hand : If Chriſt(as heſayrh) 


"He bs 


© doth he know how many are his 2 Furthermore, God 
 knewallandevery thing before they were created , and 
-: nothing is able to efeape or be hidde from hisinfinite 
= Wiſedome. How therefore ſhould henotdiſcerne and 
} knowall hisElect & choſenin generall,andevery oneim 
| OP particular, 
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144 T he golden Chayne 
particular, whom heloverh andtendereth with (inguly 
-care abovcall thinges : Surely, if hee ſhould notknow 
themevery one in particular,be could havenogreatcaÞ 
of them.,, and ſo they-ſhouldof neceſſity periſh: by Þ 
they ſhall never periſh, therefore they are knowne os 
him, and preſerved vnto Salvation. Z 
.. Moreover, the-Scripture; manifeſtly teacheth , tht | 
M4t-25-3t there isa {etnumber'of the reprobates. For Chriſt ſul Þ* 
ſeparate them from the Ele&, and condemne themin Þ 
the laſt & great judgement of the whole world. Thee Þ 
fore heknoweth ſeverally and diftintly who they ar, 
otherwiſe hee could not ſeparate them from the Elec, 
vnleſſethey-wereknowne to him by their particularper. © 
{ſons ſeverally,every one by himſelfe. And further, God FF i 
which numbreth and knoweth the ſtarres of the Ski, Þ ti 
the ſand'of the Sea, andall'things that are contaynedin Þ 
heavenand incarth, from theleaſt vnto the greateſt, and Þ 
fromthe greateſt vnto theleaſt, knoweth them alſo. Fo 
he thatknowethgreaterand infinite things ; cannot bee 
1gnorant of the leſſer and finite things. And foraman Þ 
tothinkeorſay, thatthereisnota ſet number of the E Þ 
lect and Reprobate , that were todeny God. , andto Þ 
thinke that there is no God. For there is nothing mor Þ* 
agreeable or proper vnto God \, then to diſcerne and Þ 
know all things in generall.andevery thing in particulz, Þ* 
farremoreplaynely anddiſtinly ; then wee can knon Þ* 
thoſe things that lie open vnder our eyes. And there PF? 
tore, if any things, though never ſolittle , ſhould bea |? 
empt from the knowledge of God, his wiſedomeand 
providenceſhould not be infinite, ( which ought tot 
tend it ſelfe , as well above all things , as throughal þ* 
things) and ſo Godſhouldnotbe God ; whoſe know Þ? | 
ledge were ſtraightened vnto a fewe things and partici T 
har, andnotenlarged yntoall things and vniverſall. - 


Alb 


+ - Alſo, haes further tobe noted briefely and by the 


way,that there are many more reprobated then elected | 

This may firſt by .moſt maniteſt teſtimonies of Scrip- 
ture,andthenby dayly experience be truely verified and 
declared.' Chrift himſelfe playnely afftirmeth and pro- 
nounceth in Saint Matthew , that many are called , but 1.24.14 
fa are choſen. ' For this cauſe alſo in Saint Luke Chrift 
calleth thenumber of the EleR , aliztle ocke : Allo the 
Parable of the ſeede in Saint cAdatthew, dothin evident Mer.13.4- 
andexpreſſe words explane and ſct'forth this , when as 

onely the fourth part of men are capable of the heavenly 

and {pirituall ſeede, and bring forth fruite. And the reſt 

eyther doenot receyve that ſ pirituall jeede,orelſe ſuffer ae. r;. 19 
” it not to: growe , but ſet theyr {judiesand deſires vpon 
E things below, which ſhall periſh, ſo that they negletand 
| andcontemne the treaſure of eternall Lite. By this Si- 
militude, Chriſt himſelfedeclareth-, whoare elet, and 
who reprobate:the Ele& are compared to the goodand 

fruitfull ground, and bring forth fruite, eyther moreor 

eſſe, according to the meaſure of the grace thatis be. 
ſtowed vpon them. But the reprobate are compared ey. 

ther to barren and ſtony ground , orto thornes, which 
doechoke the heavenly ſeed by one meanes or an other, 

and bring forth no fruite. So that in Gods 1uſt iudge- 

ment, they are left in the corruption of nature, and are 

not renewed : therefore they are reprobates and ſhall be 
condemned. And although that thereare more repro- 
bated then elected , yet the number of the Elect is ſo 
preat, that it contayneth infinite millions of men, ſo that 
* with Aoſes they are compared vnto the ſtarres of the 

# Skie, and the ſands of the Seca. 
: - Agayne,dayly experienceteacheth vs , that the num- 
{ berof the reprobate,is greater then the number of the e- 
= let. Forhow many and how great kingdomes and re- 
8 . L g10NS 


Luke 12.32 


— 
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Rem 10.17 


gionsatethere, where the bleſſed Goſpel of the Sonne 
of God was never preached, norheard of: Fornone 
can attayne true Fayth and Salvation in Chriſt, withou Þ* 
the wordof 'God preached or taught. For faith, ſayth &* 
theScripture, commeth of hearing, and hearing bythe 7 
wordof God. They therefore which neyther haveno: Þ* 


Ix « balk f 1 TY 
Ep es 


_ hearethewordof God, cannotattayne vnto fayth, and |? 
foto Salvation. And to dreame of ſome ſecret infpir. | * 


| Tit.1.t» 
dobn 17.3- 


tion , without the miniſtery of the worde, isan hare. | 
braind conceyt, which needeth no confuting. For. F* 
though God bee not tyed vnto theoutward word, and Þ 
that an extraordinary way may bring men vnto fayth, | * 
yethe hath ſo tyed vs vnro theword , that withoutitin | * 
this matter we cannot iudge any thing. Thereforc,hov þ * 
many millions of tnen ,as well yong as old, have depar. Þ * 
ted out of this life, before they have heard any thinga | 
all concerning Chriſt and his Goſpel 2 Such ought Þ 
ther to be lefrvnts'theindgement of God, then tobe Þ* 
1adged by the cenfiires of men. For it is evident, tht 
Salvation cormeth from nothing els, but from fayth, 
and faith proceedeth fromnothing, but from a trucand 
ſincere knowledge of God & of Chriſt; And this te | 
knowledge of 'God andof Chriſt cannot bee had cl« | 
whete, butfrom the Goſpel onely. Thereforc hoiy ca | 7 
they obtayne fayth and Salvation , which have neythe | 
heard nor read the Gofpel 2 But lecing this kind of men Þ* 
1s one of thefoure ſecret myſteries of God, which man | 
oughtnot ro fearch outand determine, ( as _Augufin | 7 
elſewhere fpeaketh : ) we muſt leave them to- God , and Þ 
muſthopethatfor his great Mercy fake, if they be not | 
convencd to day, they may bee to morrow converted [- 
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Concerning'falſe chriſtians; which are min gled among By 
the TuCc ones, as tares amongſt the good corne, Ifay 1% Þ 
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's . of Salvation. 147 | 

ne £7 the Sowerin Saynt <Marthew, doth playnely ſhow, that ,,,,,.r,q. 

ne © therearemany of them , For weare taught by that Sj- "_ 
” militude, thatall are not'true Chriſtians before God, 

which heare Gods word, and profelle thernſelves tobe 

ſuch : for becauſe that many bragge and boalt of the 

ſhewand title of godlineſſe, whole heart norwithſtan- 

ding is moſt farretromit, Therefore our fayth will bee 

ſhaken and waver , except wee remember, that many of 
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a 
A them are. falſe brethren , which ſpcake and boaſt of the 
| name of Chriſt. Letnot their falling away,which ſurely 
( will come, overthrow our faythand bring it to ruine. 
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E As by the multitude of them that ſhall be damned, 
I the greatneſſe of” Gods wrath again#t them may be 

E gathered, ſo alſo by the [carcitie of thoſe that (ol 
be ſaved , the aboundance of the Love of God to- 
wards them may be collected, And men ought toex- 
amine by theyr fayth , in what account they aze 
withGod. CuavpP. 22. 
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Ndinas much as there are more condemned then 
ſaved, it may from hence cafily be gathered , how 
greatthe wrath of God is againſt rebellious and vnre- 
Peprank perſons : which being oftentimes admoniſhed 
y theword of God, or endued with othergood bene- 
fites, or afflited with ſuch or ſuch calamities, yetrepent 
not, nor ceaſe from ſinne. Agayne, by how much the 
greater and more ſeyere the wrath of God isagainſt the 
_ rebellious & ftiffe-necked, by ſo much the greater and 
more notable is his Loye and Mercie towardes -the 

| L 2 penttent 
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148 T he golden Chayne 
penitent, and ſuch as ceaſe from evill. So that the fee! 
they are, thedearer they are vnto God ; for rare things 


tendered. This ſcarcity of the Ele, and multitude of 
the reprobates,oughtto trouble no man,nor weaken any 
mans fayth : neyther is the grace and mercy of God fot 
that to be thought ſtraitned into a narrow roome : and 
Chriſtiansonght notto deſpayrefor this cauſe , but to 
beinthe better hope. For where-the Goſpel of Chrif 
is preached and taught, and the holy Ghoſt made poy: 
erfall by it, there God hath his Ele&. Therefore all they 
which embracethe Goſpelof Chriſt, and by a true faith 
put theyr whole truſtand confidence-of the obtayning 


ly Sacrifice of Chriſt, and are not ſtrangers from the 
holy Spirite, bur doe bewayle theyr ſinne, and have an 
hearty deſire and careto profiteirtrue faith and amend: 
ment of life; they may ſurely perſivade themſelves, that 
they are elected fromeverlaſting ; and tharthey ſhallne- 
ver periſh. Forthe Scripture doth every where reduce 
men vnto Chriſt , and totrue fayth inhim , thatmen 
might confirme themſelves concerning their Election; 
and pronouncerttfach bleſſed And Chrift himfelfem 


Chap. 3-16. þys onety begotten Sonne., that whoſoever beleeverh in him, 
Joould not periſh , bat have everlaiting life. Chriſt here, 
all theEle&ingenerall , Which have beleeved'in hm 
from the beginning of the worlde, and ſhall belcevein 
ſhewerhand expreſſethbythis word, (world) by whict 


noW, 


are vſually more fervently beloved , and more carefully 


of Salvation,in the ſole mercy of God , and in the one. Þ 


PR 
EE: 


cothnor reftrayne fayrhvntothoſe onely, which were |? 
then preſentandbtlcevedin him : burentargeth itynto | 


him vnto the cnde of the worlde. This hee evidently L 


he comprehendeth andpoynteth ourthe Elect and cho- | 7 
ſen onelyof all ages, which have beene, and which art | 


+» 9 


Saynt 1ohn ſaytl, that God ſo loved the worlde, that he game 2 


of Salvation. - _ To 
now, andeever ſhall be, vnto theende of the 'world,'di- 
ſperſed through all the Coaſtes and Countries of the 
world. And' fo. Chriſt figuratively putteth the whole 
for the moſt chicfe and moſt excellent' part. But Chrift 
therefore calleth his Ele&, the world; becauſe that in 
theyr nature they are corrupted, and in theyr will ftran- 
gers from God, and in theyrdefires and ſtudies onely 
bene and fixed vnto thinges of the worlde, and not to 
thingsthatare aboveand'ſpitituall. And fo Chriſtdoth 
highly extolle and commend the love of Godin lovin 
them , and doth condemne, and throw downe to helf 
theyr workes and merites. So that by the name of the 
worlde, he doth ſignifie the Ele& onely ; which alone 
he fo loved, thathe gave his onely begotten Sonne for 
them : but hee didnot meane the reprobates by that 
name : for hee vouchſaterh not them ſo much love, as 
to give his Sonne for them : for ſo they alſo ſhould bee 
ſaved , ( which cannot bee. ) Indeed hee loveth them 
& With a temporall love , as to create them, to preſerve 
them, and to enrich and endue them with many bene- 
> fites, which endewith this life. But he loveth them not 
with his everlaſting and free EleQtion. And Chriſt will 
have vs inſtruced here, thatthe gift of heavenly vader- 
ſtanding and ſaving fayth, is not onely a certayne andal 


ſothat it is not common.to the reprobate , but proper 
and peculiar vnto the Elect onely. Therefore faith is cal- 


Secing therefore, that fayth is given onely vnto' the 
Ele, and thatthe greaterpart of men refuſe the pure 
docrine of Chriſtand of fayth,and lendtheyr eares vn- 
tofables, the multitude of the reprobate ought not to 
make the fayth of the Ele& vnconſtant or wavering : be- 
cauſe thattheyr incredulity and ſtubburneſſe, doth not 

ho L 3 derogate 


togetheran vnfallible token of the grace of God, butal- AF. 13.48 


led by S. Paw! to T :tws, the fayth of the Elect. "DYE 
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derogateany thing from the doctrine of the Gofj pel and 
Chriſtian faith. Certainely it is no marvell, that the 
whole world,from the Eaſt vnto the Weſt,and through 
all other coaſts thereot,is ſo repleniſhed and over-floweg 


ofthe Sonne of God,isof ſo many,and ſuch great one; 


deſpiſed, {corned and hated: ſeeing that faith is (o rare 


Cap.z 3: 


Phik. 2.6. 


a gifr : for that, as S: Pawbayth to the Theſlalonians, i 
not of all men. » Therefore although the multitude of 
the Infidels do goc aboutto put tothe worſe,and to ſcat: 
ter this {mall company of the godly ; yet becauſe this 
relyeth ypon the faithfulneſſe and power of God,itſha 
neverbe vanquiſhed, and that multitude ſhall never ob- 
taynethat, which with great and continuall contention 
it coveteth to obtayne. Foraſmuch therefore , as fayth 


of the Goſpel and ſure truſt in Chriſt,are two moſt true 


arguments and tokens of cyecrlaſting Election and $al. 
vation: let all Chriſtians which profeſſe the Goſpel of 
God, and doe beleeve in Chriſt, beleeve and bee rev]. 
ved of this, as of amoſt ſure and certayne thing , that 


they are elected of theyr mercifull God from: everla. 
ſting : and kt them vnceſfantly beſcech God with fer. 


_ vent prayer, that theyr fayth by dayly addition and cn. 


creale may be augmentedand ſtrengthened : For fayth, 
andtheencreaſcof it, is promiſed of God, and he will 
beginneand perfect both : fothat hee which belceveth 


. nottoday;zor wavercth in doubt, may beleeve to mor- 


row ,:and haye:a more ſettled hope. For every one 
ought, from the great goodneſſe of God, to conceyve 
and entertayne gear hope alſo. And let not a man 
doubtor diſtruſt of free mercy and eternall eleion, for 
thele or theſe ſlippes or falles. For the examples of all 
Ages, and the lives of the moſt holy mendoc openly 


enough 


with ſuch grofle errours, and ſo! many ecorruptions ang | 
diſorders ; and thatthe wholeſome-and bleſſed Goſpe Þ 
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enough declare, that man as long as hee is in this tranſi- 
torielife, is frayle and ſubiect to falling; butthe grace 


of God ſtandethand remayneth' ſure and:never tay 7/.,..,- 


leth. Sothat he ſuſtayneth thoſetharfall, and lifteth.vp :4- 
thoſe that be downe. But more ſignes , wherebya man 
may more ſurely know and be periwaded that hee is e- 
lected, ſhall be produced hereafter , inthe Tract of glo. 
rification, and theſe things here ſpoken,ſhall be then fur- 
ther enlarged. 


Heſe things I thought good to ſpeake of the Pro- 
pricties, which are vnder the doctrine of Election, 
and oughtto beeconfidered with this minde and pur- 
poſe; tharſogreata thing, in which the whole matter of 
Salvation conſiſteth, might the moreplaynely and fami- 
liarly be conceyved andvnderſtood in this particular d1- 
{tin&tion. For in the generall handling of any thing, 
there is indeede:fome light and knowledge , butin the 
particular doctrine , where the whole is divided into his 
partes, and the partes are handled orderly one by one, 
thereappeareth and is conceyved much more lightand 
perſpicuity. Sothat in theſe Proprieties,a man may moſt 
| fafzlybuildvp, and ſoundly confirme his fayth and ſal. 
vation, as in the moſt infallible principles of Chriſtian 
religion. For theſe Proprieties are ſuch, both in effect 
and ſecond act, and allo in their nature, as in the firſt ac. 
Thereforeeach of them as cauſes, have their yertucand 
eficftes following them ſo that the effe&s with thePro- 
prieties, and the Proprietics with the effects, havea con. 
tinuall agreement, and an vnſeparable relation. Such 
therefore as the Propricties are in themſelves , ſuch 
things likewiſedo they effectand bring forthin the elect. 
So that as EleQion it ſelfe is eternall and free, in like ſort 


thegiftsand graces which do ſpring 8 redound vnto the 
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EleR, out of it, asoutof an heavenly Fountayne, my} 

-needes beeternallalſo ; by which they are changed ang 

. . refourmed vntothe Image of God, fromglory to g1g. 

- ry,vntill/they cometo life everlaſting,and into that ble 
(a and heavenly world to come. 


=o, 
VRESI 
NE 


Here is taught, what and how many things are neceſſari 
for them to kuow , which deſire to be converſant in this 
doitrine of Elettion rightly , and with ſound profit 

to themſelves. _Agayne,although many more ha pe. 
2i(heverlafiingly, then obtayne Salvation, yet no Chri.' 
ſtian ſhould for that difiruſt any thing of hu Salva. 
07. , becauſe the Scriptures doe no where expreſſely af: 
 firme,that this or that manin particular is of the num. 


ber of the reprobate. Cu vr. 23. 


PIER, that every man may the more ſafely cx. 
erciſe himſelfe in this doctrineof Predeſtination,and 
profite ſoundly init, theſe foure heads muſt alwaycs be 
knowneand conſidered. Firſt, that eternall and free E- 
lecionin Chriſt, beaccounted tobe the onely oround- 
worke of all Salvation:and that ſo,thatnot the leaſt part 
| of Salvation be ſought elſewhere, then from that one 
_- doctrine of Predeſtination: which,if irſhould be ſought 
E ellewhere, the true & naturall meaning of the Scripture 
in many places will not onely be miſſed, and the con{ci- 

enceoutof quiet, and tormented, being vexcd as well 

with continuall feare, as doubting; but allo Salvation it 
felfe will bee hazarded; But ſeeing that Thave ſpoken 

more fully of this matter in the Chapters fore-going, 

and that this doctrine is confirmed by teſtimonies of Þ* 

| Scripture, | 


a 
Þ 


Scripture, Tthinke there 


of it-inthis place.' - - - | PUT 0 eu ante 
” Secondly, that concerning God he conceive nothing 


but a moſt ſure and ſtrong hope of his ſalvation, and be 


4 


| in himſelfe, that he is one of 


bates, which if he ſhall do,and belceve that he is arepro- 
| bate,heisiniurious againſt God,and envious ofhisown 
| alvation : but let him much rather diligently betake 


himfelfe vnto continuall prayer, and give himlſclfe "ts 
| rac 


$ 


Luke.17.5. = 


he doth either chaſtice their ſinnes, orelle they areex. Þ* 

erciſed in a {pirituall tryall*and-ſuch are propoſed wn. Þ 

to others'as valiant arid'worthy*capraynes, eyther for Þ 

their willing obedierice, or elſe for their invincible pa. Þ 

tience and: ſtrength': and they being ſtriken with theſe Þ 

affictions 2s with-Gods'rod, are reduced vnto a more Þ 

ſober cariage, '*and-nehtcounſe of lite 'So the fathely Þ 

loye of God: ſtriveth with the'perverſe wickednes of 

man, vntilVat the laſtir ſoftnerh it, aid maketh itbe- © 

ter. And fo S.Angn#tine rightly witneſſeth elſewhere: 

| Thecommon crofle and calamity of the godly is nota 

ſentence to-puniſh;'but an aMiction to heale, therefore Þ- 

heoften puniſheth his children to drivethem to repen- Þ 

tance, and draw them to himſelfe. Hether apperteineti Wl 

thatof S. Aw#ine,which ſayth elſewhere. The afflictions Þ* | 

thatoppreſſevs compell'vs to 20 to God. To this allo Þ? 

Am:.4.9. belongeth thatof the Prophet A»05, who ſayth, 7 44: 3 
ſmitten you with blaiting and mildew, your great garden 

and your Vincyards, and your figge-trees, and your oli 7 

trees ard the palmer-worme deveure, yet have ye not re | 

ned onto me, ſayth the Lord - By the'e things therefore |? 

; tappearcth, that God afflierh his children, that Ic 3 

. might amend them; and he amendeth them for - 2 

F PE | Cauic, I 
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” ons are asſpirituall chariots to carry. men into heaven, 
they do miniſter much bettermarterto truſtwelin God); 
” then any matter atall ro deſpaire, ſo that they are to be 
accounted the medicines of our ſinnes and the remedies 
of our falls. Againe, out of them the godly learne, that 
©; Goddoth not grant nor promiſe vnto his childre a free- 
: © domfrompuniſhment,butthatheonly promitetkthem 
© afatherly moderation in their puniſhments, that he will 
|| notexecute vengeance on them in the higheſt degree, 
© Sothatbetweene this great gentlenes of God, which'o- 
© therwiſe might beſome alurement ,vnto;finne, and-his 
” extreame rigor which wouldcaſt men.hedlong into de- 
E ſtruction, this midle chaſticement of his is put as whole- 
= ſome temperature. So alſo muſt we judgeof theinward 
” temptations, with which as often as God doth prickand 
| yrgehischildren,fo oftendoth he try theirfaith;8& prove. 
[: their patience, and ſtirre them yp ynto! earneſt prayer. 
> Therefore God will have his children to-live heere vn- 
der a continuall croſſe, both that being convicted 'of 


+ 


$f 


© theyr owne infirmitic they might be humbled, and 
that beeing humbled, they might learne: to-ſecke 
ſtrength and helpe from God z {for if things went al- 
wayes, ell with them according . vnto. theyr owne 
minde, they woulde not acknowledge theyr owne 
weakenes; nor thinke. that they ſtand in neede of Gods 
helpe)-and alſo: that.the ftubbarnes of the fleſh might 
gdayly. more and* more; bee. ſuhdued,; and. brought 
vnder, by. the remedic of . the, croſle. And altly, 


Y wu RR eee noo Vl. > : 
al < Oe ib Ret, NES LT 
28 Pretk, "25 WIL 0 oe ; p 
NT: > exo Tags HE SANS = NL WS IO DEN EC ge OI 
et IE" og Ao age: Wi BR Cale OD SY HEE RES 
y SR 5 3p De A rt: 242 OS OS.) 


that 


\ 


50 T ht goldew Chayne 
thatthey mmight be withdrawne from the deſires of the 
world, and the concupiſcerices of the fleſh; and be inc; 
ted fo the-medittion-and ſearch” of heavenly thing, 
kriowing thattheir felicity 6onfieth hot'in the thing 
of this world. By this itmay beplaynely gathered, that 
the afflitions of the godly are vnto them as it were ſj. 
rituallprovokementstocall vpon God,and moſt whole. 
ſome remedy and medicine for theirſinnes. In which 
reſpeR, thioks things which men thinke many times to 
be noyſome evils vnto them, are moſt profitable furthe. 
rances of their ſalvation; Therefore the afflictions which 
are ſent of God ynto his children, are to be accounted 
and eſteemed in ſteedofagreat blefling, becaulc thatin 
them Gods more then fatherly goodnes is ſcene, be. 
cauſe when his children refuſe ro come- vnto him bein 
calledby theloving voyce of the Gofpell,then he ceal ſi; 
not to ſeekethem vp, biitdraweth them vnto him with 
his rod, as it were againſt-their wills , otherwiſe they Þ 
would conftime away,and periſh intheir miſeries. From % 
whence'may benotedagaine that our metcifull Godis F 
more de{irous to fave miſerableſinners, then they arets 

 befayed' by him, otherwiſe he would nor'ſo carefully 
ſometimes by this and ſometimes by that meanes ſecke 
their ſalvation: So that when God doth viſithis children 
with theſe or thoſe afflitions, he doth then give them an 
inward taſte ofhisfatherly good will towards them,and 
ſo chaſtiſcth them! with his left hand, and refieſheth and 

| ſuſteynerh themwith his right hand. Thus in their com- E 
mon mileries they have a lively fence and experience 
thatGodis mercifull vnto them. £ 
6 Thirdly, he that'will ſoundly edify himſelfe in this 
dodtine, arid well-fottifie and ſtrengthen himſelfe on Þ 
every {ide againſt aff the aſſaults of Sathan, he muſt con- Þ 
teyne himſclfewithin'the compaſſe and bounds of the Þ 


word 


& 
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6 | word of God, that is and ſhall be atrue rule for him to 


| learne by,and the vemolt limitof his procceding. Buthe 
| that withour the word will ruſh into the hidden ſecrets 
| of ſodeepe a miſtery, his proceeding ſhall not onely be 
! indarkenes out of the way,but alſo ſhall beovercomeof 
this ſo ſecret and hidden miſtery: every man mult there- 
| foredealewiſely and warily in this matter, forifa man 
* withafoole-hardy enterprice ſhould cover to climbe vp 
* ſuch anhigh and teepe hill, he- may quickly catch an | 
hedlong fall backward. Surely whoſoever delire to p 
© into that ſecret decree without the light of Gods uy 
* they ſhall rwinde themſelves into an endlefle laborinth, 
| inwhich they ſhall ever crre, and never finde iſſue our, 
| ſeeing thar ſecretcounſell of God doth infinitely farre 
| exceede all the vnderſtanding and capacity of the An- 
| gels, for the Angels themſelves, as Peter witneſſeth, do 
| deſire to looke into-the Goſpell, and it the Goſpell be 
cloſed vp and hidden from the Angels, which alwayes 
& bchold the face of God, how much lefle are they able 
| toſearch out or vnderſtand that hidden decree of pre. 
| deſtination, which was decreed and ordeyned before 
| they were created: for he that is ignorant of the leſſer, 
cannot have notice & knowledge of the greater. There: 
| tore theword of Godis the onely way, which can bring 
; cvery man ſafely and readily vnto the finding out of 
thoſe things which they may know and vnderſtang in 
this miſtery of predeſtination. So that where God hath 
- opened his ſacred mouth to teach, there let man alſo 
% openhis carestolearne; and where he hath cloſed vp his 
© holy mouth, theremuſt alſoall way and meanes of en- 
quiry be ſtopped by man, and where God ceaſeth to 
teach, there let not man bedefirous to learn? and know 


= any more, Therefore when God makerth an cnd of 502- 
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ching, thenletman alſo make anend of learning: andy 
that hee may be ſafe from all errour and danger, |e 
him follow God;going before him in his: word, ang 
that ſhallbe: vnto-him-as amoſt cieerc ſhining light to 
 finde out thoſe things which are tro be knowne concer. 
ning predeſtination. 
- Fourthly and laſtly , to be aſſured of our eleGicy 
and ſalvation, and to reape fruite. thereby , wee muj 
not begin at the firſt cauſe, namely the cauics and if 
beginnings of eleion, for all mcanes of learning and 
knowledge that way, is not onely debard and ſhutyy 
from.s oneyery ſide, but even fromthe Angels them. 
ſelves: but wee: muſt learne and come to the know: 
ledge of the certainety of our ſalvation from the lt 
ter, as it were by the effects. But of this heercafter 
ſhall be ſpoken more largely and playnely , when al 
the linkes of this chayne are handled, and what tholc 
effects of clettion are, which may throughly confirme 
vs, and make vs ſure of our'elecion and ſalvation, x W 
moſt true and infallible arguments, wee ſhall heare Þ 
heereafter more at large, when wee have ſpoken of Þ 
yocation, iuſtification, and glorification.. So, hithero 
wee have ſpoken of the forcknowledge of God, and 
thoſe things which pertayne vnto it, likewiſe of pre- Þ 
deſtination, and thoſe things which belong vnto it. Þ* 
Now thoſe things which remayne to be ſpoken, fo- | 
my de one by one inthis chayne which we have Þ! 
in hand. 


IE - Ny 
Lee ne at Ce a _ | mmmmn—__— [EE 
hank Men ak hed —_—— $ 36, 
* - _— 8 F -f 
— — IIS} 


$5 DE 
a7 
NNIED 
- ab pe 
, IEF! 
PV; ele 
Fn <p 
5 9 FJ 
3 etes 
Gy - LY 
435 nt, 
[4 ON) 3 S '7 
Mie of 
a: 
bs 
PHE 
* £5) 
x fr 


AE 


of Sabvations : 


0) fy | a = 
| WEIS, Sn A - 
"854 UC F + «& PIE Jn tk. i Mu ui... nem. 

Fi%s © you" Me FY 

wa — IDs _y | pane. a 

v a 

24 * 

-£gs hw 

ey 


Gas 
NE SIN 


 Heere ts 4 paſſage made from the duttrine of predeiti- 

pation unto vocation,as from the cauſe to the effect : 
and is ſhewed how the ſecret predeitination of God 
ts made knowne vnto the elett by vogation. 11 v0- 
cation, firſt the ambiguity of the word # expreſſed, 
how many wayes it s taken, and how it is divided. 
T hen ts ſh:wed by what meanes it is done. 
CHAP. 24. 
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- Ne" in Paws chayne vocation followeth, and the 
© + YApoſtle proceedeth from the cauſe vnto the ct- 
& fc&s, and (heweth how this ſecret predeſtination 1s re- 

& vealed and applyedvnto men, therefore vocation is the 
| third linke of the chayne of falyation, which is ſet next 
* to predeſtination in an order moſt convenient, for by 
this God doth give open teſtimony of his will, and 
ſneweth whom he did ele& and meane to fave before 
all ages. Predeſtination indeed, in a generality and vni- 
verſally,doth pronounce that ſome menareclected from 
everlaſting vnto ſalvation, and that ſome are iuſtly ap- 
poynted from everlaſting vnto deſtruction: but vocation 
doth open and reveale this hidden decree of God vnto 
every of the clect: they are enlightned and regenerate 
by the ſpirit of God, and foitis manifeſted, how that of 
vnworthy, they are made worthy : the remnant are for- 
faken iuſtly in their wickednes and ignorance,that being 
vnregenerate they niay periſh and be damned. Bur the 
Apoltle ſheweth, that the grace of God is tobe conſt- 
dered of the ele&t two manner of wayes : Firlt , hee 
ſetteth forth the incomparable favour and g00dnes 
of G OD towards them in the word predeſfination- 
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Secondly, in this word (vocation) he comprehendeh, 
and as it were poynteth at with his finger vnto the «cs | 
the great gifts and excellent benefits which flow from 
predeſtination, as from a bottomleſſe fountayne, fy 
God will make himſelte knowne, and impart himſel; 
vnto the ele by his benefits, in which his lively image 
and ſhape appeareth, for God cannor be ſearched ou 
and knowne ofany marvin his hidden eſſence and fe. 
cretpredeſtination. Therefore the Apoſtle doth heer 
orderly declare and recken vp certayne meancs andſe. 
verall wayes,by which the elect are drawne vnto Chrilt, i 
and bronghr vnro life everlaſting, and ſo ſheweth, tha | 
our' whole ſalvation, and whatſoever is neceſſary and 
pertayneth vnto it, doth depend and proceede from 
Gods eternall election. 

Concerning vocation, ſomethings muſt be ſpoken 
more at Jarge for our better learning and vnderſtan- 
ding fake, butleaſt any man ſhould be deceived bythe 
ambiguity of the word, the ſignifications thereof mult 
be vnfolded and diſtinguiſhed, for vocation in the boly Þ# 
ſcripture doth l1enify often times the very action ofca- ÞÞ 
ling ; otherwhiles it ſignifieth that happines to which 
men are called, namely everlaſting life, and heaven!y 
glory. Then, inreſpedt of the two-fold kinde of men, 
there is likewiſe a two-fold kinde of vocation, the one! 
vnto ſome office, and not vnto ſalyation. So Saule wi 
called toa kingdome,ſo Inudas was called to the Apoſile E 
ſhip, when notwithſtanding neyther of them were or- Þ# 
deyned vnto ſalvation. Intheſe and ſuch like the good: W 
nes-of God is ſo great, that he vouchſafeth oftentimes 
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an honeſt calling even to the moſt wicked men. The 
other kind of vocations, vnto ſome office,and vnto {al 
vation alſo. So Pawle and the reſt of the Apoſtles wet ” 
called ynto the office of preachin os the Goſpell thnoup 


£ :of Satvation: \ "ner 
| the whole world; and 'vnto ſalvation likewiſe, So alfo 
5 many other godly-men are called, both vato ſome CCr- 
* rayneofficeand kinde of life, and alſo vntoſalvationand 
Z - That 67 things may the berterand the more fami- 
liarly be conceived and vnderſtood,we muſt know, that 
one vocation is outward, and not effectuall vnto falva- 
= tion; and: another is:inward-and effeftuall vnto falva- 
«© tion, The outward calling is that which confiſteth only 
{ intheoutward preaching of the Goſpel,this concerneth 
onely. the: ſuperficies or outſide of the vnderſtanding. 
 Thisindeed beateth the cares with the ourward ſound, 
Z butcntreth nor into theheart; and-hath no firme and 
* ſtedfaſtroote in it:and therefore this vocationis not du- 
rable,but continueth only fora time,and is like vnto the 


hath'not ſufficient: moyſture vndexr it; it cannot faſten, 
and take deepe roote, but when the Sunne friſeth and 
parchethvir, it is dryed vp, and withereth away. From 
this vocation the reprobate themſelves are not exclu- 
ded, butmany of themalſoare called by it, as well as the 
cle; And although thar ſome of the reprobate do 
come vnto-fome knowledge of the truth, and conſent 
=: therevnto, and are enlightened therewith, yet notwith- 
© ſtanding they never come vnto the true acknowledge- 
- ment:oftheGoſpell, norta the playne confeſſion'ofa 


arealwayes learning, and never come to the knowledge 
of the truth. Their ſtudy ſeeing thatitis accurſed fom 
above, is 'a prepoſterous ſtudy , to which knowledge 
never accordcth, for they are alwayes vnconſtant, and 
toſſed -vp. and downe in theyr reſtlefſe minde like a 
reede, ſo that they can apprehend no certaynety, and 
whatſoever they doe attayne'vnto; -doth. _—_—— 
bo the 


corne that fell vpon-the ſtony ground, which becauſe it 2c«h.1;5, 


true faith, but as:Saint Paw fayth vnto Timothy, they ..z11p.;.7. 
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the judgement of God againſt them, and turneth tg, 
their greater condemnation, and maketh them the mor: 
withoutexcuſe, "16 57%, $9590! | 
By this it playnely appeareth, that all to whom the 
doctrine of the Goſpell is revealed, are nor effecually 
taught thereby, and inwardly called. The vengeance 
Ams$.11 God is wont to puniſh the, wickednes of the reprobate 
two manner of wayes, for eyther he taketh from them 
the vie ofthe word, or leaving them the word, he tz 
x#29.5.9. kethaway their vnderſtanding, and darkeneth their ca. 
pacitic, that in ſceing they ſhould not perceive, andin 
hearing they ſhould not vnderſtand..So that the whole 
Eſ«y.29.11 doctrine'of thedctipture'is vrito them asa booke ſhut vp 
and ſealed: wherefore although God doe ſhine vnto 
them with'the moſt cleere lightof his word, yet Sathan 
hath ſo-blinded them , that they -altogether grope for 
their way inthe greatbrightnes of tight, and vnderſtand 
nothing atall, a1d-{o:{ee not the Sunne ſhining at mid- 
day. Hence it may playnely be gathered, that the word 
of Godisnotpreachedvnto men toone end, but ford: 
vers. ends, and by Gods:wondertull judgement, is in 
iuch fort:tempered and: diſpoſed on-both fides, that i 
is 00 leſfe the fayour of death vnto death vnto the tc- 
probate, then 'the ſavour of life ynto life vnto the elect. 
So by.one and; the ſelfefame word of God the repro- 
bate are: as well diſtreſſed ynto: condemnation, as the 
 electrefreſhed ynto falvation.”. This'is by all meancs a 
tearetull and a very great iudgement of God, in that 
many 'ofthe damned are called. by the outward mini- 
ery ofthenord, asthe childrenof light, and arc ador- 
ned and/\endued-with ſome-kriowledge of the truth, 
which notwithſtanding afterward:are ſeparated and rc: 
tected from the Church;as the children of darkenes,and 
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But the ſound) and true knowledge of the truth of 
the Goſpel, is proper to the elect onely. T bis Chriſt 
himſelfe:dothvexprefſe and declare in Mathew, ſaying, 2ter.rz. re 
Toyou itisgiven to knoiy the miſteries ofthe kingdom #x+-'7 
of heaven, vnto othets it is not. Soalſo in 7047 he ſayth, 1ch».17.6. 
[havedeclared thy name vnto the men which thowga- 
veſt me. So likewiſe the Prophet Davidlayth; The ſerret ,, "Ps 
of the Lore is revealed untothem that feare him, and hewilli = © 
make knowne his covenant vnto them. By theſe three teſti- 
monies of ſcripture it is proved, that the clect only are 
enlightened-into the trueand ſaving knowledge of the 
ſcripture, and therefore they areſaydtobe of the truth, 
& to heare the voice of Chriſt.Ofſuch doth the Church 
of God confiſt;which is calledthe piller and foundation 
oftruth. Theſe love the pure dodtrineand truth of the 
Goſpell, and keepe it ſafeand vnpollured fromall errors 
and corruptions, but vnto thereſt the Goſpell is covered 4.co.4.;. 
and hidden, and therefore they remayne and periſh in 
the blindnes of their heart,and ignorance of God. 
That vocation which is inward; and effetuall vnto 
ſalvation, is the powerfull motion and working of the | 
holy ghoſt in man, whereby the mind is enlightened to + 
vnderſtand the myſteries of the kingdome of God, and 
the will renewed to like well of Gods good will and-/ 
pleaſure; In this vocation five things ought to be conſ1- 
dered and marked. Firſt, how God revyealeth his eternalt « 
election vnto vs. Secondly, by what and how many. 
meanes this calling to Chriſt is wrought. Thirdly, 
that it is ſet farre out of our power, and: onely in 
the hand:of G O D: Fourthly, 'hovw it maybe cer- 
taynely-acknowledged and knowne of vs: Fiftly, that 
the times of this calling are ſundry and divers. For 
the firſt wee muſt knowe, that the eternall ele&tion of 
God is revealed and made ROIOrR vato vs two man- 
; hd 2 ncT 
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ner of wayes, to-wit, by the word of the Prophets ang 
Apoſtles delivered vnto the Church, and by theHoly 
Ghoſt, by which theele&are illuminated vnto the try: 
Og: of God, and vnto everlaſting life. For |. 
though that all things which God would have knowne 
m this life concerning him, and which are neceſſary 
for vs to theattayning of ſalvation, be abſolutely and 
perfectly. conteyned in the word of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, yet by reaſon of the blindnes of mans vn- 
derſtanding, and the backwardnes and frowardre 
of his will, they arenot ſufficient to worke tn vs atruc 
knowledge of God and of Chriſt, but that God muf 
needes worke effectually in vs by his holy ſpirit, that 
we may vnderſtand them as wee ought to doe, and 
ſoundly conſent vnto them being ſo vnderſtood. There. 
fore there can' come no,greater benefite from heaven 
vnto man, then the true knowledge of God, and faith 
in Chriſt. | 
Heere for our better vnderftanding-fake wee muſt 
marke, that God by his-word doth lay open his will 
vnto:allmen in the whole Church, but he reveal 
it, and maketh it knowne by his fpiritvnto the cl:Q 
onely, and that not onely vnto all together in general, 
but to every one by himſelfe in particular. This kinde 
of revealing is the proper worke of the Holy Gholt, 
they: therefore which ubbornely 'and of ſet purpole 
re{ttit, do ſinne againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhall bc 
condemned without any hope of forgivencs, (as thc 
.; And this effectuall vocation is manifeſted and reves- 
ledalmoſthy the ſamemeanesas eleQion is revealed by. 
Burt it appearcth by the outward preaching of the word 
of God;&by the inward inſftinet 8: operation of the holy 
ghoſt. Inthe outward preadhihgofthe word, God doth 


J 


plcntifully 


— 
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plentifully and playnely declare his will towards vs, 
to wit, that he wiſheth well vnto vs, in that he invitetn - 
and calleth vs vnto himſelfe, which were wholy corrup- 
red,and altogether encmyes vnto him. Heere therefore VS. 
doth he indeed and by hvely experience teach vs, that 
heis more prompt and ready to defend and fave vs,then : 
wecan deſire to be ſaved and defended by him, whuleſt 
that of enemyes and foes he maketh vs his friends ; whi- 1 
leſt that of vnwilling he maketh vs willing ; whileſt that - 3 
of infidels, he maketh vs beleevers. Doth he not thus 
offer ſalvation vnto vs of his owne accord ? Surely ex- 
cept God ſhould call vs vnto him, we ſhould not onely "3 
never comevnto him,butalſo we ſhould remain ſworne kh 
enemyes and adverſaries to him, and to our owne falva- 
tion. But in the meanetime by the inſpiration of his ſpi- 
rit, he doth make fit and diſpoſe our willto truſtand be- ,,,-,, _ 
leeve in him. For God doth not onely reveale vnto vs 1.1.5.20, 
the miſteryes of his hidden will, but alſo giveth vs a 1 
minde, that we may vnderſtand and know thoſe miſte. "I 
ryes. In this calling, there is no violent motion to be 
dreamed of,by which men are drawneagainſt their will, 
but it is a quiet and fatherly perſwaſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by which ofan vnbeleever, a man is made a be. P5-7-13. 
leever. For firſt, he doth cleere and illuminate our mind 
by his holy ſpirit,that we may vnderſtand. Secondly, he 
doth renew and change ourwill to affe& that which is 
good, and do that which is right. So God by this cffe- 
Ctuall calling doth beget faith in vs, whereby we may 
apprehend the obedience and merit of Chriſt, andapply 
it vnto our ſelves. 
This incomprehenſible goodnes and mercy of God 
toward vs,is to be wn & beloved with ourwhole 
ſoule. For when he drawerth vs vnto Chriſt, and calleth 
vs vnto himſelfe, then are we as it were created anew, 
M 3 and 
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altogether of nothing. Faith tolloweth this calling, 
which ariſeth from the word of God being well vider. 
ſtood,and the inward motion of the holy ſpirit. Heereis 
to be noted, that the word of God and the holy ſpirit | = 
ought to be toyned together in this effectuall calling: { Þ 
that neither the word ſhould be ſeparated from the ſpi. | = 
rit,nor the ſpirit from the word. For thoſe things which 
God hath joyned together, are by no meanes to be pur 
alunder. And that God hath ioyned together the word 
andthe ſpirit inthe publike miniſtery of the Church,itis 
Eſ«.59.21. manifeſtly clecred outof Eſay,where God ſpeaketh thus: 
This ſhall be my covenant with them, ſayth the Lord, 
My ſpirit that is wpon thee, and my woras which 1 have put 
in thy mouth,ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nox out of th: 
month of thy ſeede,fayth the Lord, ever from henceforth fir 
ever. This is a moſt ſweere promiſe, that God by his mi- 
niſtery will alwayes,even to the end of the world, teach 
and gather together his Church with his word and ſpi- 
rit. They which reict this order which God hath eſta. 
bliſhed in his Church, are but vayne boaſters, that they 
obey God : {o that they which Cote the ſpirit from 
the word, and ſceke fornew revelations, are mad, and 
turnealide out of the right path of heavenly wiſedome, 
and wanderaltogether from the way of falvation: for the 
[pirit ſeparated from the word, is not the ſpirit of God, 
but of the Devill. They therefore which brag of the 
name of the ſpirit,defpiling and reie&ing the word, they 
are nogthe miniſters of God, but of the devill, for whom 
allo they gather together a Church : but the f Pirit 10Y- 
ned together with the word, is. the ſoule and life ot it. 
For 


and do ariſe out of nothing, becauſe we have not the 
lealt ſparkle of the lealt good thing 1f vs, which may Þ 1 
make vs worthy or fit for rhe kingdome of God.So thy | 1 
faith and a ſpirituall life is wrought in vs from above, & 1 

| 
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For the ſpirit doth quicken the word in the nuniſtery of 
the Church,& maketh it frutefull,and taketh wholſome 
rootein the hearts of men,8 bringeth forth fruit.Seeing 
therfore that this word of God is that only inſtrumetr,by 
which the holy ghoſt ſheweth forth his power tothe ſa- 
ving of men, his miniſters therforeſhould with carneſt & 
yndaunted ſtudy,give themſelyes vnto it, that they may 
handle it rightly,and deliver itvnto the people molt dilt- 
octly. And that they may the more commodioutly per- 
tormethis,they muſt duly confider,8&daily practiſe theſe 
three things. Firſt,that they keep that word of God pure 
& vncorrupted,notadding to it,nor taking from it,as do 
the Papiſts, being lyers in adding, and facrilegious in ta- 
king from it.Secondly,that they vnderſtand it rightly ac- 
cording to the will of God, & the analogy of Chriſtian 
faith. Thirdly,that they interpret and apply it vnto thoſe 
ends and vſes,for the which God hath ordeyned and ap- 
poynted it. Theſe three things, except they ſhall dayly 
conſider & practiſe,they ſhall not only beate the peoples 
cares with an empty ſound without any edifying : but 
alſo they ſhall ſet open a wide gap for Sathan himſelfe 
for to ſow errors by: for he negle&eth not ſuch an occa- 
ſton offred, bur nioſt carefully layeth hold vpon it where- 
ſocver he may. For the word of God being diſtracted & 
drawne from the right and naturall meaning therof,cea- 
ſeth tobe the word of God, and becommeth a ſnare to 
intrap 8& deceive men. But the whole fault (hall fall vpon 
the Miniſters, which ſhall in no wile eſcape vengeance. 
And where it is well vnderſtood, & rightly expounded, 
it is theeffectual & wholeſome inſtrumetofthe holy ſpi- 
rit to convert & ſave me. So that the word of God & his 
ſpirit, is the {ingular and ineſtimable treaſure, and the 
excellent & peculiar goods of the Church:of which the 


 Churchaccording to thatpromiſe ought never to be de- 
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prived, but to bealwayes begotten of it, and tobe con. 
tinually direed and preſerved by it. 


faith, he doth create and worke it in the hearts of the 
ele&,and by the dayly proceedings and increaſe thereof 
doth augment and preſerveit vnto the end of their lives, 
But the ſtedfaſt apprehenſion and applying of the pro. 
miſes of God, and the merit of Chriſt, is the expreſſe 
forme and lively image of faith : in this conliſteth the 
whole force and efficacy of faith. So $. Paule doth in 
| preſſe words ſet downe, ſaying, The ſonne of God loved 
me, and gave himſelfe for me. So true faith doth behold 
the generall promiſe of God, and apprehendeth it, and 
maketh particular application to it ſelfe, certaincly fet- 
_ ting downe this, that that-promiſe of grace and ſalya- 
— tion doth no-leſſe appertaynevnto it, then vnto the reſt 
__. of the beleevers. For then the promiſe of God is cfe- 
Etuall in men,and commeth to the proper end and iſluc 

of itſelfe, when it is apprehended by atrue faith. Againe, 

the word publikely preached in the miniſtery of the 
Golpell,is the inſtrumentall cauſe of faith, and therefore 

K.1.15. that word 1s called by Pau/the power of God vnto falva- 
%em-19*"7* rion,vnto every one thar belceveth, becauſe that theholy 
ghoſt worketh by it in the hearts of the ele, ſo that faith 

ſpringeth fromthe preaching & hearing of the Goſpell. 
Therefore whatſoever the ele do heare with their out- 

ward cares from the publike preaching of the word, 

that doth the Holy Ghoſt make fruitefull and effetual 

in their hearts. Furthermore a ſtedfaſt confidence, and 

a true hope in Chriſt, a fervent love towards God, 

alſo a ſonne-like feare and reverence of God, a ſincere 

love of our neighbour, and other honeſt and holy adi 

ons, are ſuch effets of the holy ſpirit, which do accom- 

pany -and atrend vpon true faith as naturall and in- 

ſeparabic 


Therefore the Holy Ghoſt is the begetting cauſe of Þ 
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' | ſubtilyobie&tvnto a man, and ſay, that fayth is alwayes 
| herelameand vnperfect, and therefore cannot make a 
| manperfe@t and happy. For that which ought to ſave 
| one, muſt be every way perfect andabſolute : wee mult 
| anſivere him,that fayth,as farre forth, asitabideth inthe 
| heart of man, as in the ſubiectthereof, isalwayes imper- 
| fecthere, and ſcarce deſerverh the name of vertue : But 
| as itbeholdeth andapprehenderh Chriſt , ſoit is effeCtu- 
L all,and maketh men,of the ſonnes of perdition, the chil- 
F drenof God : then great power and ſaving actions are 

| aſcribed vntoit by the Scripture,as,that it iuſtifieth men, 
| thatitquikneth them , and ſaveth them. So that fayth 
doth not ſave and make happy any man, in regard of the 
ſubie& in which it remayneth ; bur it is ſayd to fave and 
M iuſtifiea man in regard of the obie& whither it tendeth, 
F and which itapprehendeth. For Chriſt being layd hold 

' onbyfayth, favetha man,whetherthat fayth be great or 

ſmall. And, that Chriſt being apprehended,with alittle 

and {lender fayth., doth yet Es and iuftifie a man , the 

examples of the holy Scripture declare manifeſtly e- 

nough. For that Ruler in 7042p, although he were endu- 

ed with a very {lender and weake fayth in Chrift, yet for = 4-48 

all that, Chriſt reieerh him not, but iuſtified and faved 

both him and his ſonne, with all his houſhold. So like- 


wiſe 
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Marke 9. wiſe he in Marke,although he was ſayd to have a mem 


as by the inſtrument wherewi1th it is done. 


ſters ſhould ſpeake and call vnto vs a thouſand times by 
thevoyceof his word 1n the Miniſtery, yet, vnleſſe wee 
bedrawneinwardly by the ſpirite of God, we ſhall never 
come vnto him. Many and moſt wonderfull examplcs 
of all ages, have ſufficiently declared this, and do yet at 
this day declare it. Whereby it may bee gathered, that 
this Calling is placed in the good will and hand of God 
onely, farre out of our owne reach. For he alone can 1: 


new mindand a new vnderſtanding to conceiveit. And 


$425 andaweakefayth, yer Chriſt being layd hold on byj, 
rooke pittie vpon him, and healed his fonne , that ws Þ 

ofſeſled of the divell. Here is notwithſtanding diligen, K 

y to be marked,that in theſe manner of ſpeeches, where, 

in the vertue of ſaving is attributed vnto fayth:the pon. |Þ- 

erand force of the ceaſe , Is attributed vntothe 5 
inſtrument, by which it worketh and is eftectuall, % Þ- 

that when iuſtification &falvation is aſcribed vnto faith, Þ 

as vnto the cauſe,then the obicct of fayth is vnderſtood, Þ 

For Chriſt cannotbe apprehended, butby fayth oncl, Þ 


Furthermore, here is carcfully to be conſidercd , tht Þ 
this ſaving Calling is produced and wrought, moreby Þ 
the inward working of the ſpirite , then by the outward I 
preaching of the word. For.although God by his Mini 


luminatevs, and convert and change vs into new cr | 
tures. Forin this calling , the whole man is repugnant | 
Jobn 6. 44, YAO God that calleth. Therefore Chriſt in $.1042 victi Þ * 
Pſal.y1.12. this word (drawing;) 8& Davidvſcth this word(creatine) Þ - 
{peaking of the converſion of man. Chriſt by the word 
(drawing) ſheweth, that this heavenly grace cannot bee Þ? 
conceyved of thenaturall man, but that there muſt bea | 


Davidby the word(creating)would teach vs.thatthe 1c Þ | 
newing andamendement of man, is ſo difficult & hard? Þ* 
wolke, [2 
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mÞ worke, that itcan be wrought or brought to paſſe by no 


't Þ creature. This he ſheweth mY Hebrew word (Bara) Bats 
is Þ hecreared, which properly fignifieth , hee madea thing 

i. $* of nothing, which which was not before. Secondly , it 
* fignificth , tobring to paſſe ſome ſingular and wonder- 
© fill worke, out of ſome matter already created, which 
* cannot poſſibly be imitated by any creature. So that this 
0 Þ- regeneration of man, is a certayne ſpirituall creation, by 
\, | which the regenerate are tranſported into a newe life, 
LF andprepared for that heavenly glory, which never ſhall 
| have ende. 


Here ts refuted the errour of the Paptits,concerning 
| the ſtrength that i in man , and ſhewed in what 
things an vnregenerate man hath free-will , andin 
4 what not,and how farre free-will ftretcheth it ſelfe. 
And the groſſe ignorance or manifeit impictie of 
the Papiits is diſcloſed. Cu A v. 25. 


| THe Papiſts in this doctrine of Vocation, doeerre 
F- moſt ſhamefully, which thinke and write, thatthere 
| isacertaynenaturall faculty in man, by which hee may 
': come of his owne accorde vnto the embracing of the 
-: grace of God. For ſo-they doe not onely wickedly fe- 
| duceand miſerably deceyve men, butalſo doe open in- 
|: turie vnto God. For they take ſo-much from the tuſtice 
» andgrace of God, as they doe give vnto the naturall fa- 


FN Bees 
FOILS 


|: culieandpowerin man, Forthe grace of God,and the 
> powerand faculty of man,are in'this matter oppoſed as 
> contrary one yntoan other, by which joyntly rogether, 
[7 Salvation cannot bee wrought. For one and the ſclie 
matter andthing cannot by any meanes bee brough " 
E Palle 


2.Cor.3.5. 


Gen.1.27» 
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paſſe and proceede from contrary cauſes. And int, 
matter, they doe follow and maintayne the damnable,, 
pinion, and manifeſt dotage of the Pelagians. Forthy ſÞ 
did wickedly thinke,, and teach as ill , that itwas inth 
powerandwill of man,to beleeve or not to beleeye. By 
the Scripture of God depriveth man of all goodneſ, 
and that fo, that it Icaveth him not ſo much as agood 
thought, the leaſt part ofa good worke. For the Apoſil 
to the Corinthians doth expreſlely ſay, that weeareny © 
ſufficient of our ſelves to thinke any thing that is good, 


Bn: PETE 


So that this ſpirituall grace cannot bee conceyved with 
our naturall ſenſes , and naturall reaſon cannot dire; 
man vnto God. © 

This place miniſtreth occaſion , to ſpeake ſome ſexe Þ 
things concerning free wil. But that they may the mor: Þ 
rightly be vnderſtood, and the more familiarly bee con 
ceaved,we mult conſider the two eftates in man : The 
firſtin a good and innocentnature, before the fall of man, Þ 
the ſecond in an evill and depraved nature, after his fall. 
Man before his fall, was indued with moſt free powerto Þ 
willand doethat which was good : for man was created Þ 
wholy according to the Image of God. Therefore all F 
hisactions, as well outwardas inward, were agrecableto Þ* 
the will of God. But by his fall, man loſt not onely him- Þ* 
ſelfe , but alſo his free-will together with himſelfe. So Þ* 
that looke how great ability there was in him beforehs Þ* 
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fall, to pleaſeand ferveGod ſo great deſire of finning Þ? 
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in outivard and civill matters,apman hath ſome free-wil, : 


of Salvation. © 173 
ths as thathe may be obedient and ſubieRtvnto civiliuſtice: 
0. fo hee may obey his Parents, and reverence the Magi- 
ir Þ ftrates : ſo he may yeelda certaine kind of duty vnto his 
he &* Maſters and Inſtrudters : ſo he may keepe his hand from 
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dF and things, man hath ſome freedome to will or not to 
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i hurtfull ; yerin all theſe, and inevery of thele, there is 


37 


- chooſing andavoyding of thoſe things which by nature 
- are to bee choſen and avoyded , is common vnto men 
K with bruitbeaſtes : for they deſire thofe things whichare 
E agrecable vnto theyr nature, and avoyd and hate things 
contrary and hurtfull. Notwithſtanding , theſe thinges 
which the vnregenerateman willeth,and doeth,in theſe 
| outward things, ratherdeſerve the nameof vice, thenof 
- true Vertue, becauſe they arenotaymed vnto that ende, 
: vntowhich they ought to be directed. For every thing 
> hath hisreward, and isto be eſteemed by the ende. The 
 honourof God, andSalvationof men ould be prefer- 
'? red beforeprivate commodities. But a man that js left 
| vntohimſelfe,cannot thinke nor do any thing vnto theſe 
endes: therefore that which ſeemeth fayreinthe fight of 
men, and carrieth a great ſhew of vertucand godlineſle, 
is vncleane and abominablein the fightof God. 
But in inward and fpirituall things,a man of himlſelte 


hath no fiee-will and libertie at all: but in maa there is 4 
mecre 


2,C073.5. 


borhin body & mm ſoule, and inallthe parts of both,that 
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meere bondage of finne, anda moſtmiſerable ſlavery o 
Sathan. Here man is ſo vntoward& impotent,as that hs 
is notable to begin or perfect any good worke;nay,hes I bit 
not able in his leaſt thought to attayne vnto any thing th 
that may be acceptable or well pleaſing vnto God, by [| pc! 
with all the affection of his whole nature, he is obſtinate I UE 
and rebellious againſt God : becauſe that of himſelfehe {& wh 
can doc nothing butfinne, and that continually andof Þ 
neceſſity; yea, betideall this, heis ſo corrupted and blin. 
ded; tharhe canneyther ſee nor acknowledge his ſinne, 
except God by his law reveale it, and by hts ſpirite de. 
clare itvnto him. So that the miſery of man conliſterh 
chicfely in theſe things. Firſt, becauſe heis ſo corrupted 


he is more repugnantand contrary vnto God, then any 
one thing can be to another. Secondly, becauſe henea. 
ther knoweth this his corruption,neither wil be brought 
to confelle it, without much indignation and murmu. 
ring. Thirdly, becauſe he dayly increaſeth this his cor- 
ruption with many actuall tranſgreſſions, and makethit 
alwayes worſe and worſe. Fourthly,becauſethar by this 
acceſſeand increaſe of ſinnes, hee provoketh the iudge- 
ment of God againſt himſelfe , and day by day make 
his condemnation the more grievous. Fiftly , becauſe 
thatby his owne ſtrength of nature hee cannotamend 
his owne corruption of nature, norpacifie the wiath of 
God, nor overcome and eſcape death. Therefore, 35 
man by his owne voluntary will depraved himſelte, and 
offended God; ſoby his owne power he cannot amend 
himſelfe,norreconcile himſelfevnto God. So thatman 
could proceed fromthe habite of goodnes vntothe pri- 
vationand loſſe thereof; buthe cannotreturne from the 
privation vntothe habire, Therefore free-will in man's 
lomaymed; that itis ound onno fide. For a 
FISDH. 6 
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of Salvation: © 


| he created man inthebeginning,gave him over yntohis 
| owne will. But hee by abuſing his free-will , loft both 
| himſelfeandit , as CAuguiinelayth, And to conclude, "PR 
| the Scripture doth not onely teach vs , buteven the ex- cap.130. 
| perience of every one doth proove vnto vs,thatallliber- 
tie to will that which is good ; andall power to doe that 
Z ! whichi is right, is loſt by {inne. 
þ But here the Papiſtes doe ſhamefully erre and are 
© eroſſely deceyved, inthat they meaſure the ability of 
 manby the commandements of God. For when God 
> teacherh that which isright, hee doth not regard what 
” man candoeof himſelfe, but he ſhewethand comman- 
| deth manthat which hee is indebted andbound to doe. 
| So char man is nor looſed and freed from:this obligati- 
: on, becauſe hee is notable to ſatishe and pay it. There. 
| fre whenas hee cannor performe that which the law of 
* God exacteth of him, heis convinced as guilty of his 
; | iniquity , that heem ay be conſtrayned to acknowledge 
| his finne, leſthe ſhould lay the caule of his condemnari- 
[ on vpon ſome thing els. So that as often as the law of 
' Goddothwill and command man this orthat, irſtan- 
| doth nottoskan how farremans power isable to firetch, 
* butexadteth that ſimply of him, which by rightit may. 
| And when man cannot performeit, heeis faſtin bonds 
| oneveryſide, ſo that he can neytherexculc his fault,nor 
hay it elſewhere. And foall cavillingand complayriing 
arcatanende. And although marrbee notablero per- 
= formethoſethingsthar are preſcribed and commanded 
+ bythe law,yert notwithſtanding hee cannotbee excuſed 
= ordefendedasguiltleſſe; ſeeing this/infirmitic and de- 
- feof ttrengrh camenotnor proceeded from the Cre. 
Z ation, but from the fall and fault of our firſt Parents, 
, | Therefore from this our frailty and: weakenefle, there 1s 
; no excuſing of ourſelfe.to/bee taken or pleaded , en 
; rather 
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ratheranaccuſation: For the lawe in; the commange 
ments, requireth that which was given vs in ourfif 

creation. "Therefore the Elect and godly do vnderſtary 
. by the commandement, that they are not able to dye 
that which is preſcribed inthe lawe, and thereforeths 
flie vnto themercy of God,and helpe of the holy ji 
rit , & pray that iuſt revenge benet inflicted vpon tea 
butallexcuſeand defence 1s cut off from the reprobar 
Therefore that vnſavory inferenceand concluſion of the 
Papiſts ought to be hiſſed out, by which they conclus Þ 
thus: God, hath commanded it, therefore man may perform: 
it: whenas God by that mcanes ſhewerh man his. | 
quity & frailty, that acknowledging it, he may fly vita Þ 
his grace ; forit is hee that workethin man, both towill 
Pl4il.+.13. and to doe, as Saint Pax/reacheth the Philippians, Lete, 
very mantherefore fincerely andfrom his heart acknoy: 
ledge, that he is theſervant of ſinne, that hee may bede. 
livered and freed by the benefite of Chriſt : no other 
freedome'may bee found , which may prevayle with 
God, As oftentherefore, as wee finde the commande. 
ments of God in the Scripture, which inioyne vsthat 
which we cannot doe, ſo often let vs remember thatno- 

Epitel. 24. table ſaying of S. _Augn#ine, which fayth , Give me 0 Þ 

Lorde, that which thou commandeſt, and command F' 
what thou wilt; otherwiſe, if thou enioyneſt vs butthe Þ* 
leaſtthing, weſhallknot be ableto beare it. L; 

_ Here the Papiſtes diſcover theyr grofſe ignorance o! Þ* 
the Scripture,becauſethey fayne any;concurring of fie Þ? 
will with grace, as if man inthings ſpirituall,pertayning 
vnto Salvation, could of himſclfe perfourme any thing F* 
by which doftrinethey labourto proove,that manisnot it 
bcholding tothe grace of God, for thatgood which be ÞÞ 
hath, andis able to: performe.. But the true Church 2 
Cluiſtdoth moſt rightly belecve,and moſt ſoundly con Þ 
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4 oof Salvation: © P77 
| feſſe; that God cauſeth and; worketh'all-that good-in 
man, which he hath and doth performe.” Forthe.Scrip- 
| ture doth every where, and manifeſtly attribute _ that 
wholy vnto. God : as when God fayth' bythe Prophet 
| Excchiel; Iwill givewnto you anew heart, aud will put my 1, .c .c 
” Pirie in the midde#t of you , aud will take away the ſtony 11.15. 
* beart out of your bodies, and will give you an heart of fle(b. 
Here God aſcribeth regencration vnto himſelte , be. 
cauſe hee alone doth mollific and changean hardened 
and tubburne heart. Therefore thiscannotbee trantla- 
ted vnto the abilitic in man, but that ſomething ſhall be 
detraſted from the grace of God. Theretore' this 
ground and principle muſt firmely be holden, and kepr; 
| that there can no good thing: come into our mindes, 
which proccedcth not from God. This whoſoever doth | 
from his heart beleeve and freely confeſſe, holdeth the 
| foundation of pietie vnſhaken,as _Lugu#ine faith in his 1;.1.ce.10, 
* booke of Free-will. Therefore this whole diviſion, 
which they make betweene the grace of God,and the a- 
bilitie of man, ought to beereiected as wickedandbla(- 
= phemous: for it hathno proofe out of the holy Scrip- 
- tures. Furthermore the Papiſts, whenas they preferre 
= theyr owne ability before the grace of God, and make 
his promiſes of no effect by their preceptes, do indeede 
ſufficiently declare, that they have more confidence in 
themſelves, then in God that promiſeth. Out of doubr, 
bcingglutted with their owne righteouſnefle, they doe 
nothunger much after the righteouſnefle of God. But 
let thegodly, which love the righteouſnefle of God and 
their owne Salvation , know this ; thatallthepowerof 
free-will, ſuch as the Papiſts dreameof, is a vayne fanta- 
ſicof mans brayne,and afaynedand curſed fable;which 
theſe idle bellics have invented for filthy lucre ſake, and 
doe force ityponthe ignorant common people, = la- 
| N, ur 
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mf ThegvldnChim ; 
bourto perſwadethem thereof, vnder the ſhew of hoy. [| 
neſſe. But the word of God expreflely and manifeſtly | 


teacheth vs, that thewill of man of his owne powers Þ 
notable tobeginany inwardobedience,withoutthehs. F 
ly ſpirite, much-leſſe to-performe it. For God is hee, | 
lone which worketh in man both to wil and to do; The Þ 
holy ſpiritis theonely teacher of all heavenly wiſcdon, Þ 
_ and hee is the onely author and finiſher of all ſpiritual | 
goodneſſe and vertue ; heeonely worketh in vs allthe © 
knowledgeand worſhip of God ; he worketh in vs faith Þ* 4 
and the feare of God hee ſandtifieth vs andquickneth Þ* 
vs ; hee comforteth vs and faveth vs; to him onely bee Þ 
praiſe and glory forever, Certainely , the wickedneſſ 
and corruption of mans nature is horrible, in thatitis(o 
much voyd and empty of all goodnefle, and fo deprived 
and bereft of all power to will well, or to doc good, that 
not the leaſt thought can proceed or be drawne out of it, 
which may bee acceptable and well pleafing vnto God. 
So that man in his owne nature is wholy turned away 
from God , and from all goodnefſe, and by his owne 
powers notable to change or ſubdue thighis rebellion: 
whereby it commeth to paſſe, that he finneth of neceſl 
ty, and erreth continually , vntill he bee renewed anda- 
mended by ſpirituall power from above. From hence 
therefore ir may moſt truely bee concluded, that the ſ4- 
ving knowledge of God, and true fayth in Chriſt, is? 
farre more high and heavenly wiſedom, then the vndct- 
ſanding of man by his owne ability can attaynevnto. 
 {Moreover, this Vocation which weſj peake of, as it nc 
therariſeth nor dependeth of any naturall cauſes ; ſol 
ſo can itnot bee knowne by them. Agayne, the know- 
ledge thereof isnot to be foughtin the ſecret & hidden 
fore-knowledge-of God; but to bee found out by the 
latter,namely by the effects and fignes thereof, For there 


= 
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* isnothing more prepoſterous, nothing more dangerous, 
” chenomittingandnegleRing the effects of Vocation,to 
” ſecke for the certaynety thereof in the counſellof God. 
> Andthey which labour to do this,enterinto an endleſle 
© Labyrinth, outof which the light of mans reaſon can 
never ridde ordeliver them. Now the effects, whereby 
every man.may know his Calling, are ſundry and mant- 
” feſt. Firſt, whoſoever arecalled effectually vnto Chriſt, 16»8 47. 
> dodcfirecarneſtly to heare the word of God,and to pro- 
> fitetrucly init. Secondly , the holy Ghoſt dorh ſtirrevp g,., 5. 
 inthemadiligent worſhip of God, anddoth kindleand 
 inflametheyrhearts with the deſire of thinkingand do- ,,,. . 
 inggoodworkes ; and doth beget inthema true hatred 
 ofcvillastodeteſt & avoyd inne withalltheir ſtrength. 
| They therefore which Jove God,are calledof him : for 
| nomancan lovehim,except firſt he be called and taught 
of him. Thirdly, God doth beget in his chidrenanha- 
 tredof this world, anda love of theyr heavenly Coun- 
try:which can be in none but in thoſethat are called and 
regenerate. So that faith,and the fruites of fayth.are the 
truc andinfallible effetts and fignes of a ſaving Calling: 
all which, as vnſeparable companions, and vndoubted 
witneſſes doe follow aneffeuall Calling : by which is 
begotten in a man alively andaneffecuall feeling of the 
favour of God. Whereas otherwiſe, if aman werenot 
called and regenerate, his whole mindand will would be 
ſetvponevill things;he ſhould feeleno true taſte of the 
grace of God, and ſhould be able to doeno goodthing 
before God, as furniſhed onely with humane ſtrength, 
They therefore which doe conceave in theyr mindeany 
ood thing , and feeleit inthemlelves all thathath his 
beginning from God that calleth them , which wor- 
keth inthem every good thing that maketh ſor the Sal- 


vation of their ſoules, & iuſtification before God. Forhe 
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onely enclineth the wils and the hearts of men to think. Þ 
and doe that which is good and iuſt. They therefore Þ 
which havean hearty dclireto doe that which is goog, Þ 
howlſoever the worthineſle of their worke anſwere no; 
their will, yet neverthelefie they may know,thatthey ar. Þ 
calledof God, and that they have the holy ſpirite with. | 
inthem, which worketh effectually vnto their Salvation, © 
For where hee ſtirreth vp that ſpirituall contention , be. 
tweene vertue and vices , there dothan effectuall calling Þ 
manifeſt itſelfe ; and; declareth and ſheweth the power Þ 
that it bath : becauſe that ſtriving betweene the ſpirit and 
the fleſhcan bein none, but in thoſe that are called, and 
regenerate, "For finne doth wholy poſſeſle the vnreee- 
nerate men,but it doth but onely hinder the regenerate, 
and ſetypon them with great and continuall bickerings, 
They" therefore which doe acknowledge and confel 
themſelves wo beynperfeR, they may certaynely reſolve 
with themſelves thattheyare called and renewed. For F 
this 1s (as one fayth) the perteRion of Chriſtians, toac- Þ 
knowledge theyr owne imperfections. 
> Butif men'feele noſuch effeRtes at all , or very [mall 
and lender effects; yet from thence they ought to take 
no occaſionto doubt of the mercy'of God, or of they 
calling. For G6d doth not giveall his gifts and benefites 
ar the firſt, and in one day, butenlargethand encreaſcth 
Rem1.z7. themby degrees, and bylittleand little. Agayne, there 
i. 'undry and diverstimes of calling; For ſome he cial. 
np. gar leth in theyr firſt age, ſome in theyr middleage, fome in 
fefoward, Meirold age,8&ſometor his great mercy ſake he d ravwetl 
to himſelfe in theyr laſt oaſpe of life. So that they which 
_ as this day feele not the effectes of theyr Vocation, they 
mayfcelethem to-morrow ; or the day after. But when 
God deterreth'fayth and repengnce even vnto the [all 
pang of death , then dothheewitnefle his ſingular _— 
at 
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| - and mercy towardes miſerablefinnets. For by ſuch ex- 
| ampleshecomforteth them , who have fallen into ſuch 
or ſuch ſinnes , and have remayned in them as it were 
enſnared and lulled a {leepe for a long time ; thatthey 
ſhould notfor thoſe {innes, though growneold by long 
continuance, be caſt downeanddeſpayre of obtayning 
mercy: becauſe thattheincompreheni:ble graceot God 
= doth remit all manner of finnes vnto thoſe, which are 
© penitent from the bottome of theyr hearts : and be. 

” cauſethat thegreatnefle and power of grace isof farre 
more force to 4 man, then the ſtrengthand power of 
iniquitie is to condemne him, as Barzard cliewhere 
ſpeaketh. 

Laſtly, we muſt thinke this, that true conyerfion vnte 
God , and repentance, is never too late. Whoſoevyer 
therefore ſhall truely and heartily repent, even at the 
panges and poyntt of death, for him is the grace of God 
prepared, and hee may hope for certayne Salvation. A- 
gayne, true and lively experience teacheth vs, by the ex. 
amples of thoſe whom God calleth, even in the laſt 
gaſpe of life, that Salvation and Life eternall is altoge- 
ther free, and every way an vndeſerved benefite. There- 
fore no man ſhould deſpayre of the great Grace of 
God, butall ſhould be in very good hope of it, as long 
as they live here in this world. And theſe thinges bee 
ſpoken of Vocation : Now it remayneth to ſpeake of 
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Here ts intreated of free Initification , and ſhewed howit 
may bee knowne by Y ocation or Calling : alſowhat it; 


; for a man tobe in#ified after the phraſe of the Goſpel: 
and laitly, what are the ſpeciall cauſes of Initification 

A 26. - 
Vilification is the fourth lincke in Paxls Chayne, and 
i, this is ſet vnder Vocation or calling, in a moſt conve. 
= nientandmethodicall order. For after that God hath 


called a man ynto himſelte, and hath wrought faythin 
himby his ſpirite, through the word, ſtraight waycs are 
ſhewedby the Apoſtle thoſe benefites, which fayth ſec- 
keth in God, and receyveth of him. Fayth therefore 
thatariſeth from an effectuall calling , hath reſpect vnto 
Inſtification. Moreover, fayth doth not by the proper 
| merite and worke thereof abſolve and iuſtifie any man; 
> %s butitisſaydtoijuſtifiea man , becauſe it beholdeth and 
= apprehenderh the free mercy of God in his promiſes. 
[© + Sothattruefaych embracing the promiſes of God, and 
ER: > applying them vnto it ſelfe, is imputed by God vnto 
WL man forrighteouſnefle, or (that I may ſpeake more pro- 
% - perly) theobcdience of Chriſt his death is imputed to 
him for rightcouſneſſe through fayth. For our righte- 
ouſneſſe before God conſifteth in the forgiveneſſe of 
our {innes, as itappeareth by the wordes of Saint Paul 
vnto the Romanes. But the remiſſion of our ſinnes could 
not be obtayned for vs, but by the obedience of Chniſt 
his death. Therefore ſinne. which is ſet as a wall be- 
tieene God and vs, muſt firſt beetaken away. For 35 
longas finneremaineth and is imputed vnto a man, there 
5 {uch and ſo great diſagreement betweene God and 

| man, 
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man, as that he ſhutteth vp from man all entrance vnto 
his grace. So that the forgiveneſle of {innes, without 
which nothing can fall out happily torany mortall man, 
as itis alwayes the firſt and greateſt benefite of God to- 
wards vs, as concerning Salvation ; ſo alwayes by right it 
taketh and challengeth vnto it ſelfe the firſt place : for 
of it, allother the gifts of God doe depend. For God 
doth not lively and favingly doe good and ſhew favour 
vnto any, but tothole , whoſe finnes he hath firſt pardo. 
ned and forgiven. So that when they by the Fatherly 
compaſſion of God,are taken away and wiped out,then 
the ſpirit of ſanification commeth in place, by the ver- 
tucand operation whercof miſerable {inners are renew- 
ed vnto the patterne and ſtudy of godlineſſe. Therefore 
God doth firſt reconcile men vnto himſelfe by the free 
remiſſion of their ſinnes. Then doth he regenerate them 
by his ſpirite into righteouſneſſe and newnelle of life, 
and calleth them to himſelfe , and draweth them to 
Chriſt. Saint _Angu#tine having reſpect vnto this, ſayd 
rightly, Regeneration beginneth from the remiflion of 
all our ſinnes ; with which ſaying that holy man would 
teach vs,that God then worketh by his gracein man vn- 
to righteouſneſſeand ecternall lite, and is thentruly and 
lively perceyved, when a mansfinnes are pardoned, By 
this it cleerely appeareth that free remiſſion of finnes 1s 
the firſt benefite that commeth vnto man in this world, 
tending vnto eternall life. They theretore which begin 
from any other benefite of God which concerneth Sal- 
vation, are like vnto fooliſh Phiſitians, whichare carefull 
onely to cure ſome griefe, andlittle or nothing deſirous 
atall to know and take away the cauſe of the dilcaſe. For 
that is the ſound curing of any diſeaſe, which beginneth 
atthe cauſe 8 taketh that away. So likewiſe thats a true 


deliverance indeed, whenas Godby the free remiffion of 
N 4. {innes, 
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ſinnes, ſheweth him ſelfe a good and mercifull fathe; 
Therefore this remiſſion of finnes, in reſpe& of Gog, 
gocth before our Calling; for God doth not reconcile 
man vnto himſelfe, nor take him vnto mercy , by any 9. 
ther means, but by the free remiſſion of ſinnes. Butin 
reſpe&of vs, our Calling goeth before it : for, by jtwe 
beginne to knowe and vnderſtand that wee arc iuſtif 
ed. For when wee are called , then is the gate ynto righ. 
teouſneſſe opened vnto vs, then is deUlared what is cj. 
venvnto vs, and what weare to looke for : then alſo doe 
wee beholde the milde and mercifull countenance of 
God, as inacleere and chryſtall glafſe. But that Tuſtifica. 
tion may the more playnely bee vnderſtood , and the 
more familiarly conceyved, theſe five thinges oughtto 
be marked and conſidered. Firſt , whatthat word to[u- 
ſtifte, dothſignifie, and whence itis taken. Secondly, 
what true Iuſtification is , and what is the cauſe there. 
of. Thirdly, what manner of thing Tuſtification is, and 
what proprieties it hath. Fourthly , what good com. 
methyvntovs by it, and how itmay be knowne. Titty, 
whoarethey that are juſtified , and doe obtayne freere- 
miſſion of theyr ſinnes. 

To luſtifie, in the Hebrew phraſe, is to acquitcone, 
and to pronounce him juſt. This is a politicall word,and 
aterme of law, which isvery often and much vſed in ci- 
vill governement. As if an innocent man ſhould beeac- 
cuted of others as guilty , and ſhould Ntand beforethe 
wudgement feat of aiuſt Iudge ; there, when judgement 
ſhallbe given and ſentence pronounced. according to 
tus innocency, thenis that man ſayd to be iuſtified be- 

_ forethatTudge. Then this word of Tuſtifying is tranſla- 
tedfromapolitike andcivill order, vnto ſpirituall mat- 
ters: andſointheviuall manner of the Scripture, to Iu- 
ſuhe,is to forgiveandpardona man his ſinne. But before 
: this 
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©his be more largely vnfolded, two phraſes or fourmes 
of ſpeach in Divinity are to be explaned tor the vnder- 
£tanding ſake of the more ſimple ſort, namely, what it is 
to be iultified by works, and what it is to be juſtified by 
Faith, He is fayd to be iuſtified by works, in whoſe lite 
©:nd manners there is mo to be ſo great integrity 

and holynes, as that it may deſerve the prayſe and teſtt- 
E mony of righteouſnes before God. So in this our time, 
© there is found that wicked ſe of the Papiſts, which at- 
© tributeth ſo great integrity vnto itſelfe,as that in the per- 
© fetion thereof it may fully anſwere and fatisfie the juſt 
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E and great judgement of Chriſt ſhall declare. But they 
© which ſoeſtabliſh their owne righteouſenes,do fall from 
© the truth of the Goſpell, and loſe the mercy of God. 
| But he is ſayd to be juſtified byfaith, whichlayeth aſide 
all thought of hisowne merits, and doth apprehend and 
apply vnto himſelfe the re om of Chriſt pur- 
| chaſed by his death, with which being inveſted and clo- 
© thed, heappeareth in the fight of God notas a ſinner, 
© butasiuſt. Therefore in this article of inſtification wee 
| muſt pray for true faith and hope from God,' that wee 
| may be able to renounce our owne merits and worthi- 
© nes, and reſt our ſelves vpon' the mercy of God onely, 
| otherwiſe we ſhall never have entrance vnto' true righ- 
| teouſenes, which is of worth before God: for the grace 
: of God only is abundantly ſufficient vnto righteouſe. 
| nes,as Saint Barnardelſewhere ſpeaketh moſt wiſely and 
' godly, whenas he fayth, It is ſufficient for me vnto all 
| righteonſencs; to have him mercitull vnto me, againſt 

whom onely Thave offended. AY 
Therefore he is ſayd tobeiuſtified before God in the 
phraſe of the Goſpel, whichinhis ividgementis thought 
righteous;and is accepted and'apptoved of him for his 
rightcoulſc- 


judgement of God. How true this is, the day of the laſt rm. ro. 
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righteouſenes, and is no more accounted ofhim again. 
ner, but as arighteous man, and by that name ſtande 
before! his iudgement feate with an'vndaunted confi, 
ence, and ioyfull countenance. For a miſcrable ſinner 
being.excluded from his owne rightcouſnes, doth þ 
faith apprehend the righteouſnes of Chriſt, (thats to 
ſay righteouſnes purchaſed by his death) whileſt tha 
he applyeth.the obcdience. of his death vnto himſelf 
with which being clothed as with his owne obedience, 


. heappearcth now in the ſight of God, not 2s afinne, 


but as a- righteous man, and being. endued with the 9- 
bedience of Chriſt his death, he is much more gratious 
in.the ſight of Godthenif he had never finned, and had 
rightcouſnes. of his owne, gotten by the juſt and perte# 
works of the law. Heere thereforeto iuſtifie is not of vn. 
tightcous to make aman righteous; which can berigh. 
tcous indeede, andhavenofinncinhim:; butit is toac- 
count and repute him for a righteous man which wan. 


teth rightcouſnes in himſelte, to acquite him from all | 
{inne and guiltines, not to puniſhhim- for his ſinnes, but 


to.love him as deerely as it he had- never offended, and 
that for the death 'of Chriſt imputed and beſtowed 
vpon him; and whom God juſtifieth, he maketh equal 
tohim whichis iuſtand hath not ſinned. Therefore no 
manis juſtified by any-other-meanes then by bclecving, 


by apprehending the mercy offalvation by faith,andby. 


applying it vato-himſelfe. But they which deſire to be 
witfied by workes,, ſhall-never come vnto righteout: 
nes, for it.is athing by all: meanes impoſſible for any 
man to merit-eternall life as a-reward. So that man 1 
then fayd to be iuſtified by faith before God, when he 
hath obtayned remiſſion.of his finne, not for any wor- 
thines of his 0wne;orfor his owne merits,but for Chriſt 


the 


his lake his onely mediator; ſuch aone is wiped out of 
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tre God, Therefore whomſoever God receiveth into 
tour for the merit of Chriſt, him doth he account for 
righteous man , and pronounceth as righteous, his 
ſnne and guiltineſſe being taken away . By this 1uſtt- 
fcation the godly doe attayne three great commodi- 
ties and benefites. Firſt, that Chriſt hath taken away 
the ſevere ſtritnes of the exact perfourmance of the 
lave, in the attayning of righteouſnes. Secondly, be- 
cauſe he hath taken away the curſe due for the breach 
of the lawe. ' Thirdly , in that he hath brought vnto 
 themagreat and an everlaſting freedome, fo that they 
 Þ neyther can nor oughtto be condemned, though they 
Ef have nor perfeatly nor abſolutely fulfilled the lawe. 
By theſe things heere ſpoken it is cafie to be ng 
that iuſtification is no other thine but the free remil- 
fon of finnes for Chriſt his ſake by this remiſſion of 
lnnes we are cleanſed from all our finnes : for this is 
our purity, that our finnes be not layd to our charge, 
but pardoned freely. 'The' Scripture vſeth this word 


clenſing in this matter. For 7ohw ſayth playnely, that .16-.:.7. 


| the blond of Telus Chriſt cleanſeth vs from all finne. 
And agayne in the famephcea littleafterhe ſayth, that 


| cleanſe vs from all iniquitie , But leſt the doubtful- 
|. nes of the word might deceive any man, wee muſt 
declare the figniftcations thereof, Firſt therefore and 
properly it appertayneth vnto things outward and 
vncleane, which are ſayd to be cleanſed, when the 
ſpottes and ſtaynes are waſhed out and taken away. 
Then by a mot fitte reſemblance this very ſame word 
6 tranſlated to inward and{ ſpirituall things : and fo 
linnes and wicked ations are moſt aptly compared or 


reſembled ynto ſpots andſtaines, with which whoſoever 
| are 


| 


he number of ſinners, and is eſteemed as righteous be- | 


| Chriſtis faithfull and iuſt to forgive vs ourfinnes, and 1.1b».1. 9. 
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are defiledand polluted; are filthy and naſty in the (a 
of Gad, and alſo odious and abhominable, as lono% 
their-ſinnes are not forgiven them. Bur they are the 
layd. to be:clenied, when they ate forgiven and pardy, 
ned, for thenare they taken away, and remayne nor ap. 
pecre:no more. So. that. they are purged and clenſeg 
"FORO: trom their {innes,or ſaid tobeclenfed from them, whoſe 
1.4.7.8, innesare forgiven. and covered, and not imputedyny 
2.cor.5.19. them: They theretore which beleeve in Chriſt, arerigh. 
teous before God, not becaule they are without ſinne 

but becauſe their {1nnesare forgiven them,and notlayed 

vnto their charge. T his therefore is the onely and chick 

tclicity of man;that his ſinnes are freely and mercifull 
forgiven'him,{o that Godalloweth and accepteth them 

for righteous,to whom he imputeth righteouſenes, Par. 
doning theirſinnes ;{o on.the. contrary they are guilty, 
and thallbe condemned before God, whole ſinneand 
1niquity is not-pardoned, but imputed vnto them: and Þ 
to whomſoeyer he imputeth righteouſenes, their ſinnes Þ 

being raſed out,they reioyce,not with fading ioy,but arc 

, In-full poſſeſhon/ of the ſound ioy- of everlaſting life, 

and retoyce as ifthey were caryed into heaven already. 

Now the cauſe of this juſtification is the incredible 

: mercyof God,and the merit of Chriſt. Chriſt ioyncth 
16bn.3.16. them both together in $.,70bn, ſaying, God ſo loved the 
world, that he gave his onely begotten Sonne, that whoſocvi 
beleeveth in hins ſbould not riſh but have everlaiting life 
Therefore God of his infinite love towards vs gave 5 
bis Sonne, and the Sonne;, of his vnſpeakeable goodns 
towards vs, ſetforth: his owne body:for theprice of our Þ 
redemption, and by his ptetions bloud ſatisfied for ov: Þ 
lines, and by ſatisfying pacified the wrath of Godt® Þ 
wardsthe ele&and reconciled the ele vnto God. Here : 
| theword (fatisfying) taken according to divinity, 1s x 7 
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ded by a fimilitude for the better light and vnderſtan- 


dings lake. And the ſimilirude is taken from creditors, 


to whom debtors make no ſatisfation but with ready 
| money. Now our finnes whatfoever they are, in the 


phraſe of the Siriack toong are called our debts, becauſe 


| they make vs debters vnto God : for they which ſinne; 
{ oweapuniſhmentynto God. Bur weas longaswe finne, 
{ donotpay that which we owe vnto God, but do much 
| ratherincrea{e our debt, and aremzoreand fe ragy 


bound ynto God as vnto our creditor. And he that ſha 


| tikeourdebts vpon himſelfe, and ſhall free vs from the 


bonds of ſinne, he is worthily ſayd to have ſatisfied for 
our {innes. But Chriſt hath taken from vs the curſe of 


| the law,ſuſtained and pacified the wrath of God. Heere 


hath he overcome ſinne, death, and thedevill together 
with his Angels, who had vs in their power, and were 
molt cruell adverſaryes of our falyation : he overcame 
them I ſay, and that by his death, contrary vnto the cu- 
ſtome of all other conquerours, which are wont being 
alive and armed to afſayle their adverſaryes, and to ſub- 
due and overcome them by fighting mantfully, but he 
overcame and ſubdued his enemyes bydeath,and when 
as he ſeemed to be overcome med ſlayne of them, then 
did he conquer them and obteyne the victory. He payd 
our debts for vs which wee were not able to pay : he 
tookeaway the hand-writing which was againſt vs, and 
accuſed vs of the debt, md vrged vs to the payment 
therof; and he cancelled it being faſtned vnto his croſſe, ©**24- 
Chriſt therefore overcame all the enemyes of our falva- 

tion, and led them captive asa conquerour to diſgrace 

them. This victory of Chriſt isa monunient of an ever- 

laſting ſatisfaRion for vs, and is as a pillar ſet vp in token 

of victory. Therefore the crofſe of Chriſt is as 2 trtum- 


phant chariot,in which he doth openly declare himlfe 
Fu to 
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to have ſubdued and overthrowne all our enemyg; 
Secing therefore that Chriſt alone dyed for ourſinng, 
{ccing that he along hath redeemed vs with his bloug, 
and hath made mdſt full fatisfation for vs, he is the 
onely meritorious calife of our ſalvation. For the death 
of Chriſt by which he hath fatisfyed for vs, is fo farre. 
forth the onely meritorious cauſe of our iuſtification 
and ſalvation, that without it God will not be merciful 
and favourable, no not to any one. They therefore 
which do behold this vitory of Chriſt with a true faith, 
have wherewith they may fortifie themſelves again(: 
the aſſaults of Sathan, they have whereby they may (et 
light by his fleights and ſu 

they may place their faith and hope in Chriſtalone, and 


brilties, they have wherein 


in his merit onely. 
In this 1uſtification, howbeit we are iuſtified and ac- 
uitted of our {innes by the onely merit of Chriſt, yet 
—_ is no let, but that the three' holy and inſeparable FF 
perſons of the Trinity, may have and execute their ſeve- Þ * 
rall ations in it. For the Father is therefore ſayd to iv- Þ | 
ſtife vs, becauſe that ofhis owne meere grace and free Þ 


ee See ae NE FCCPT STE IRE O OT A URIs wore 
y_ -0 —= © 


r.Pet.x.20 1OVE,he hath from everlaſting fore-appoynted his onely 
64.4.4. begotten Sonne to redeeme vs,and ſent him at thetime 


Phil.3. 


 forour ſinnes.- The Holy Ghoſt alſo- is ſayd to juſtific 


appoynted. The Sonne is therefore ſayd to iuſtifievs, 
becauſe that for his incomprehenſible and ynſpeakeable 
goodnes ſake towards vs, vouchſafing by the power of 
tac holy ghoſt to take mans nature ypon him, he was&- 
bedict vnto his Father even vnto the death ofthe crolle, 
and ſo ſatisfied the juſtice of God for vs, and delivered 
vs from all the power of the Devill, by making amends 


VS, as farre torth' as he doth beger in vs true and ſted- 
faſt faith, by which we may apprehend and apply yntod 
ourlſelyes the righteouſenes that is purchaſed by the 
& obedience 
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obedience ofthe death of Chriſt. Therefore this free 
remiſſion of ſinnes is the onely very fourme of iuſtifi- 
| cation, by which juſtification is that which it is, and 
| is diſtinguiſhed from all other falſe and fained ſatisfa- 
{ &ions and ſacrifices, of which fort the Papiſts doe in- 
ce. IF vent many, and offer them vnto God. And the finall 
n FF cauſe of juſtification is the prayſe and glory of Gods 
il # goodnes, and the everlaſting happines , and excellent 
ce # bleſſed eſtate of thoſe which are thus iuſtified. Now 
{ there was nothing elſe Fhich moved God to iuſtifie vs, 
* but his owne love towards vs, and the obedience of 


{ true and alively faith, laying hold on, and applying to 
it ſelfe the obedience of Chriſt, and righteouſnes-pur- 
{ chaſed thereby, and relying with a good conſcience 
oy the ſole mercy of God, and the onely merit of 
| Chriſt. 
{ This tuſtification 1s then avayleable and acceptable 
; vnto vs, whenas every of vs doth ſtand as guilty before 
the heavenly iudge, and being carefull ofhiis acquitall, 
doth of his owne accord humble and: proſtrate him- 
ſelfe as vaworthy. And this is profitably done, when 
a man doth ſeriouſly weigh and conſider with him- 
ſelfe the perfection and ſeverity of Gods iuſtice on 
the one fide, and the multitude and greatnes of his 
ſinnes on the other ſide. For by ſuch a confiderati- 
| on hee is ſeriouſly humbled with the feeling of his 
” miſery, and rightly prepared to deftre and embrace 
| themercy of Chriſt. So that by how much the more 
every of vs ſhall be ſevere in condemning himſelte, by 
> fomuch ſhall we finde God more merciful, and more 
ea(y to be intreated ; for then wilt a man be capable of 
} the grace of God, and benefite of Chriſt, when hee 
{ ſhall knowe himſelfe and his whole nature to bee full 


<ATY 


of 


Chriſt,and our miſery. But the inſtrumentall cauſe is a. 
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ofyncleanenes and filthines, and ſhall condemne it. Foy 


he which iudgeth himſelte vnworthy of the grace of 
God, as one ſayth, him'doth God reccyve into favour, 
and maketh him worthy through Chriſt:Butthey which 
ſivell andare filled withthe opinion of their owne righ. 
tcouſnes, and hunger not afterthe righteouſnes of God, 
_ theyperiſh in their miſeries, and never come vnto true 
righteouſenes. Againe, they which _ hardned with 
the-cuſtome/of ſinning,and drunken with the delight of 
theirvices,do extenuarte their taflts,and ſecurely deſpile 
theiudgement of God, they ſhut vp from themſclyes 
the gate of mercy. 
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What manner of thing Iniification s, where ar: (t 
forth the three propricties thereof, namely, that it s 

- free, perfett, and everlafting ; and withall ther: i 
refuted. the aſs of the Papiits concerning the 
merit of works, being contrary to the firſt proprict, 
Cuap.27. | 


TOw we muſt lay open what manner of thing iuſti 

> Yfication is, and the quality thereof conliſteth eſpe- 
cially in three things; firſt;thatit is free, for the remiſſion 
of {innes is not for any merits of man, butt is a meere 
Eaccand an vndeſerved mercy promiſed for Chriſt his 
lake alone. For God findethnothing in a man whom he 
tuſtifiech, but an horribleſinke of and extreame 
miſery. The (criptureevery where aftirmeth, that Chriſt 
only istheanthor ofall grace,andthe whole ho peofour 
Wonka a in thebloud of Chriſt alone. we 
 outtae meritof Chriſt there can be no iuſtification, for 
healone hath deſerved righteouſenes for vs, and _ 
Yo _ ciet- 


| :deſerved. ie; 6b ety Ctr 
| therefore-Which. Inſt 007 6 TÞhN "th 
| meritof Chrift; arealtogethey'Without God, vey pb 0 
{ phane, And they which dreams thatt on che IEC 
| uy by grace; atid-partly- by merit, it,'are Pel: 
E Papiſtss We followers of their he 
| Chih are true heiftians Theſe by belovving wh re- 
| cciving/the righteouſhes of Chriſt purchaſed by his 
k daily as the righteouſhes' of ati other, are-iuſtificed irt- 
5 & deedeybur they which by theyr workes andmerits*do 
affet theyr owne righteoutſhes, ſhallnever attayhe vn- 
$ toit. The Papiſts therefore have forged a certainekinde 
| ofmerir, which is weake- of irſelfe; but when its di Fo 
| pedin the bloud-of Ohriſt7 it is effeQuall and forgble; fe; 
; © and fo theyſay, tharalman is'partly juſtified by grace, tt £1, 
| and partly 4 workes. But this cannot be, becauſe that . 
| grace 'and merit are two" manifeſt contrarycs , Vim 
| which-one-and Us ſelfe ſame thing cannot bebro he 
forth.;:For this: is\the natureanidru &rule of contraryes, t that i; 
from contrary cauſes' contrary effe&s proceede bke: = 
wiſe: -Moreover, wee are all debtors, fob wee are obli. =_ —_- 
ped and bound vnto God, fo that be' may tuſtly chal. 
enge: as his due whatſoever good thing can procecde 
or be-perfourmed of vs. Now that which tnay he | 
maunded of vs as duty, that can not merit : Bur Chrift 
ſayth, thar what goodthing ſoever we do, or,can do, 1u4tr.o. 
al that; how much ſoevetitbe, is 'onit duty, wt etcfore 
thereisnomevitat all; ION: ue MA - 
Agayne, the cauſt of hot? eg wir, Ereinall "mn 
dechog in Obrilt'fs free; therefort likewiſe 1uſtifica- i | 
gom-ie felfecinuſt meedes'be free *f5r there carinot be a 
the effeQ, theh a&eV iri-the* Evie theipof, 
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Re of theirconfidencein theirowne workes. This doth 
4418.1, $28, Sonne of God lively.cxpreſſe;and teach vs in the 


Sf A innocency before:God: this they do nottothis 
end & purpoſe.as if they would declarethemſelves tobe 
tree, and, exempt from, all imperfe&ion, and ſtayne of 
FOGanores if they haped thatthey could Nandinthe 


ha 


w T 
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wentimiury ofthe 
gf, 0G the onely, witnes 0Gthe/truth-berweene 
N61 enemy Es. Fherefore-by that com- 
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etene/odolniray reaſon they 
Cee Gerſon GAIN then Th RG 
| foreisthiereaſon whythe holytn&dolabobrſo cat 

| inpleddiogebraaa © of their zynerighteomlnes}{o/th 
| In thoſeſpeaches of their ownetuuſe thequeſton 13'h6t 
| concerning their whole kite; and contimmall pafeaion 
| and innocahey thereof; bur-onely the goodnes of the 
|. ciuſcis layd open anddeclared walaſt the inimrydfthe 
| wicked Ada e; althovgh'the Saltis Ibructimncs lay 

| open theirgoodvorkes;: char theyhave avalkedbefore . King-20, 
| Godwith an vprightheart,and havenot departed from +: 


| his commaundemeins; yetnomwvithſtandit ba hgh doe 7/415.27- 
lt # Hot producethoſen work $as mefitorious; butt rig 


n | theniin as(ignes-andfintes of their lb" 
c F mighriconfort thenaſelvesconcerninis theſe 8 M45þ 
| tion; and ſodonotextoltand prayſe their gwne tiierits} 
s F butthe gifts:and bencfits\of God, and do reſtify, that 
t K they dorrely with quieticonftterc@ pp th&Ghly fe. 
eur of Godcanch-obedientofOIMIAYANS fttcthnG £94 489] 
| when/the' Scriptuce-peaketh- of the” integtiry of the 
| Sainds,itdiftingaiſhedvel;en fromhipoctites,to whom! 
' 85 ſifficierie rochnve ambiteward ſhewlofgodlines: So 
thjs;antogrity: © hot [gveryWway theperfecion” of the 
wholelifo;buriris then fortirefingicnes df heart ;titchs 
5.cOnary to diſfimalatioo. 111970 977 4 4: 
-:Al,the. eo interpeciiion! dos! cor- 
tupe all thote aces: rers which promiſe a-rc- 
wardwnto'ge lets fe wreſb theth mzoan other 
* ſence, aniblo doe fallirito' fallacy" of the ainbiguity 
} of aword; And further, becauſe: they aſtribe* that 
vatd the, mherits!:of:iman which is due» al6he'wnro 
the/prace:of God andiroWheoncly'm mefirof Chrif' 
wa gonna caules a out; of my 
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ray 165 a know not what, But: to e 
it from a freereward, they do not only make 
equence, but alſo.do deny God 
wa the onely fountayne of all-goadnes, and do con. 
clude,qhat there ſome goodthingin wretched ſuincn 
whicharewboly con pted. O51: IC 
-.- Fuel ermore 7 that which they babble of ink 
righrequſnes, i is altogether vayne ary fookſh, for the 
ot, hp of linnes, and.theiimpuration of. Chiiſt 
bis mezit, doth. qui _”_ te overthrow-as well this inherent 
* ROE, rightepulnes, as trighteouſnes of workes; for theſe 
_ + Re D#9; contraryes which can, never. ſtand together, 
\' nox be attribuced'vnto one-and the ſelfe-ſame thing, 
bur.on6, of them alwayes, confqundeth and; driveth # 
way: tha other. Surely ſuch fictions of the Devill and 
vayne men, are altogether to-be|ftiedted and condem- 
ned,; which pullin pieces thewhole dodtinc ofthe free 
remihon dinnes, Forthey: which: goc about torſts 
and ferrptheyrs -righteauſnes, do:nor ſub- 
mitthomſelyepvat ithe righteouldesofGod, they do 
not oncly.deceive,, and as. mach;as-in them lyerh:con- 
demne themſelyesand others,bu alſa theyarrogatethe 
Y honour;of. God-vnto ithemſcives cox (at; the leaſtwilo 
3 muchweaker:ir, for 4s ſaone-asthey-ſet theirowne 
2 _ Yghteouſnes) they-throw. downe theirig nteouſnes:of 
Godt : I@ this 1 is the onely heginining'to obreyne-the 
<6gmh od; that men iſhould altogether [c- 
Er OWwne vighteolſars) and: to conteſſe and 
le theryſelves tw/be voyd of all rig hreoulnes. 
© 89 man-thinketh thathe hath th leaſt good 
Fhowne, heis _ to-receivethe righteouſnes 
Fn Y roar ,andvehaone but fines ſuch 
FATE evoydotalg fcouſnes. 
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dice @ ++ Hence is it that the Prophets and Apoſtles do ſet the 7s. 
ake # -only graceof God,and ſole merit of the Mefſſias, as con- 71-15 
| -trary vnto all the merits ofnian, andall outward cauſes Py 
which prophane and wicked men in their inconſtancy 

and raſh attempts do invent ; for by this meanes they 

teach vs; that there is no other way tor men to become - 
righteous and enter into heaven, but the onely and 
meere goodnes of God, and the meritof Chriſt alone. 

Agayne they teach vs, that all and ſingular the ende- 

vours and merits ofman, by which men go about to de- 

ſerve the grace of God, arenothing elſe but manifeſt il- 

luftons and fleights of the Devill, by which ignorant 

men are made ſtrangers from God, and throwne head- 


d | long into the deepe pit of condemnation. Therefore this 
d F fice juſtification ought alwayes to be remembred and 
|- thought of, for Sathan laboureth and watcheth for no- 


e F thing more, then that he might quite put out, or at the 
- F leaſt darken this free juſtification of faith. This he hath 
* Þ _ about in all ages,and obtained in many places. But 
} ÞF let this ſuffice to be ſpoken of the firſt quality of iuſti- 
- F fication, EDD 
* | Secondly, this juſtification is by all meanes perfe>, 
| © and moſtabſolute, for God doth not pardon one ortwo 
' © finnesonly, but he forgivethall and every ſinne.Neither 
| doth heonly fobgive finnes thatarealready committed 
& paſt, but he doth remit the dayly falls of his children, 
if they repent. This the ſcripture teacheth vs in-many 
places, and diligently vrgeth. 704» fayth playnely, that ,.,-.1.7. 
the bloud of Chriſt cleanſeth vs from all ſinne. S. Pal 
to the Coloſſians ſayth expreſſely, that God pardoneth cep.z.rz: 
all our treſpaſſes. I have put away, fayth God by 1/ayas, 
all thy ſinnes as a cloud, and thine iniquities as a miſt. 2/9.44.22; 
Aeaine; in the ſame Prophet he ſpeaketh thus, Tamhe 


which purteth away thine iniquities, and that for mine Iſey 43-35- 
| OI owne 
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owne ſake, and will remember thy ſinnes no more. $9 


- *commutted ofany man without manifeſt contewpt of 


alſo David teacheth vs, that God removeth our ſinne | 
as farre from vs, as the Eaſt is from the Weſt. So at 
Michah teacheth vs,that God will caſt all our ſinnes into 
the bottome of the ſea, and blot them quite our. Like. 
wiſe $.1oh» in the Revelation affirmeth, that Chriſt hath 
loved vs, and waſhed vs from our finnes in his bloug. 
The fame 71/ayas likewiſe aftirmeth, _—_— though your 
ſinnes were as Crimfin, they ſhall be made white a 
ſnow, though they were red as Scarlet, they ſhall be 
wooll. So the holy Prophets and Apoſtles ſpeake all 
as with one mouth, and conſtantly aftirme , that not 
ſome ofour ſinnes onely are forgiven vs of God, but 
that all our {innes are pardoned vnto vs, how great and 
fcarefull, how many and ſundry ſoever they be. But 
God doth notonly wipe out thoſe {tnnes that are com. 
mittedand paſt, but doth alſo pardon the dayly flips of 
the penitent. This let no man ſtorme at, as a paradox 
vnheard of. For if God would puniſh the dayly falls of 
his children, and take vengeance on them for theyr 


 finnes thatare ro come, and yet pardon thoſe that are 


paſt, what would it profit I pray you 2 So that the great 
and incredible goodnes and mercy of God doth &- 
tend and ſtretch it ſelfeas wellto the pardoning of ſinnes 
that are to come, as to the remitting of thoſe that are 
aſt, otherwiſe the mercy of forgivenes of ſinnes ſhould 
e but halfe'a mercy onely , and not perfect and ab- 


ſolute, 


None of vs ought to take vnto himſelfe liberty to Þ 
ſmne,' from this fatherly compaſſion of God, for this 'Þ 
were to make a mocke of God, and to tread his grace Þ 

. vnder foote, and to ſhew that a man is a ſtranger from 
God, and from his ſpirit. For the leaſt finne cannot be 
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God. But it ſhould rather be an encouragement and 
rovocation vnto vs to the more carneſt ſtudy of god- 
ynes, for by how much the greater benefits God hath 
beſtowed vpon vs, by ſo much the greater obedience 
arewe bound to yeeld him, which we cannot performe, 
without a ſtudious care to avoyd evill, and to do good. 
They therefore which ſinne raſhly and ſecurely, do in- 


 deede ſhewe that they are prophane, and have nothing 


to do with God. This the ſcripture delivereth playnely t«de.4. 

faying, that they are appoynted of old vnto condem- 

nation , which from the grace of God take to them. 
ſclyes liberty to linne ſecurely, and let looſe the reynes 
to their owne luſts, and obey them ; for they which ſo 
abuſe the grace of God,and his lenity in pardoning, vn- 
to wantonnes, donot onely abrogate the kingdome of 
Chriſt, and deny that there is a God, but alſo do ſhew 
that they are wholy given over vnto Sathan as his very 
bond(laves. But the godly, which do feare and obey 
God as their father and Lord, though there were no 
hell nor puniſhment to be feared, yet they would vtterly 
abhorre toſinne andUiſpleaſe God. Wherefore that in- 
finitz goodnes of God in forgiving ſinne, ſhould be vn- 
tono man anenticement to ſinne, but a teacher vnto e- 
very one,to live holy and without blame. For, he which 
liveth wickedly, loſeth the price of his redemption, and 
belongeth not vnto Chriſt as long as he finneth ſecure- 
ly, aud defileth and poluteth himſelfe with abhominati- 
on. But they which carneſtly labour to order and frame. 
themſelves according to the rule of Gods law, they do 
indeed and lively declare that they have the holy ſpirit, 
and belong vnto Chriſt. | 

Moreover it ought to move nor trouble no man, be- 

cauſe that ſome of the promiſes of the forgivenes of ſins 


before rehearſed, are ſpoken withoutany generall "_ 
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and ſeeme to be as it were particular. So that we my 
know, that notwithſtanding they are indeed yniyerſyl 
and generall, for indefinite propoſitions are equall yntg 
generall propoſitions. This the multitude of them doth 
argue and ſhew. Or ifa particular word, or a word that 
Þbn.1.29. ſignifieth but one thing be ſer downe, as, The Soune of 
God taketh away the ſinne of the world, then the gener|| 
wordis ſignified, which conteineth vnder itall andevery 
particular kind. And he that taketh away the general! 
thing,it muſtneeds bethat he muſt take away alſo all and 
every particular kind thereof. For ſine, that is heere put 
in the ſingular number, although it be referred by ſome 
vnto the common vice & corruption of nature, and that 
notamiſſe,yet nothing hindreth but that it may be taken 
Synecdoche. figuratively for every iniquity :as if theEvangehſt ſhould 
have faid, whatſoever corruption or vnrighteouſhes is 4- 
monegſt men,by which God may be offended,or aliena- 
ted from me, all that is takenaway,and ſatisfied forever- 
laſtingly, by the only ſacrifice of Chrift made once for 
all. This benefite of Chriſt ought to be enlargedand ap- 
plied, as well vnto all atuall finnes, as vnto the original! 
ſinneand corruption of nature, that all occaſion of cavil- 
ling ſhould be ſhut vp from the Papiſts, which in their 
Synagogues do babble and blatter that Chriſt hath fatil- 
fied only for originall ſinnes,8&not for actuall, for which 
they impudently ſay,thatwe ought to make ſatisfaction. 
Sothatſimein the fingular number with the Evangcliſt, 
5 asan i-favoured head, vnder which many vnſcemely 
membersare couched;and itis as an vncleane fountaine; 
out of which many vncleane chanels do ſpring & flow; 
and as an evill and corrupt tree,out ofwhich much evill 
and corrupt fruit do bud and grow.all which, and every 
of which the Lambe of God hath taken away with his 
pretious bloud. 


In 


| placerehearſed, fignifieth an inward Mercy , ſuch as re- 
| maineth in the very bowels: which the Scripture is wont 
| tovſe,, when there is any ſpeech of the Free-mercy of 
God,and the receyving of a wretched ftnnervnto grace. 
| Therefore the Prophet doth preferrethe infinite mercy 
| of God, farre before all temporall benefites , as if hee 
{ ſhould have ſayd, The goodneſſe of God is great,in that 
| hemercifully vpholdeth this world , in that hee fayoura- 
bly provideth forall creatures,and maintayneth and kee- 


| which hee placketh miſerable man out of everlaſting 
| death, and redeemeth, and faveth him in Chriſt, is by 
infinite _—_ greaterand more excellent. This Mer- 
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| Tnthis free forgiveneſle of ſinnes, the moſt excellent 

| glory of the Mercy of God ſhineth brighely,and trium- 

| pheth infinitely over the reſt of the workes of God. 

| Therefore the Prophet fayth in expreſſe words , God x 

| ling unto every one, but his mercy s above all his workes. 210. 145.9 
Forthe Hebrew word which the Prophet vſeth in the 


peth them in their eſtate: but that goodneſle of God,by 


cy of God is the onely refuge for miſerable ſinners, a 
moſt ſure Sancuary from all danger, and amoſt wel- 
come refreſhing. The whole Scripture teachethvs,and 
dayly experience prooveth it true , that God is eaftie to 
de intreated, and mercifull vntonone, but vnto ſuch on- 
ly, which reverently and humbly fly vnto his Mercie 
with an vnfeigned confeſſion of theyr ſinnes, and be. 
wayling of theyr guilineſſe. Whoſoever therefore ſecke 
for acquitall from ſinne without the grace of God and 
merite of Chriſt,doe ſetlight by the mercy of God,and 
the blood of Chriſt , and ſhall never attayne to the re- 
miſſion of theyrſinnes. Forno pleading of a mans own 
worthines, hath any place before Gods heavenly tudge- 
mentſeate, but an humble deploring of finneis there -»e 23.14 


accepted. They therefore which delire to bee Wy 
an 


* 
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and to be acquited both from the puniſhment and fgy 
the offence, a withdraw themſelves from 
the rightcouſneſſe of workes , and betake themſelyes 

-wholy ynto the Mercy of God onely : for hee alone car 
putaway {inne,and wipe outthe guiltinefle thereof. For 
whomſoever the goodneſſe of God and meiite of 
Chriſt hath not delivered from finne, let him ſee and ty 
what itis thatcan ſethim free from the law and theye. 
nalty thereof. 

- From this it may be concluded for a moſt certaineand 
an approoved thing, that wretched men can no other 
wayes be freed from theyr {innes, but by the Mercy of 

. God onely. Thistheretore is the firſt and chicteſt prop 
and foundation of our fayth and Salyation , that wee are 
accepted of Ged : not that we deſerve this by ourowne 
worthineſſe; but that ourſinnes are forgiven vs, by the 
Mercy of God,and not layd to our charge. So that God 
doth 1uſtific his children, by forgiving them their (inns, 
and imputing the obedience of Chriſt his life vnto 
them for righteouſneſſe. Now , no man ought to mar- 

 vellthatweare juſtbefore God, notby our ewneinhe- 
rent righteouſneſſe ; but by that, which being in Chriſt, 
is imputed ynto vs through fayth. Certaynely in our 
ſelves weeare vnrighteous, and cannot by any power of 
righteouſneſſe before God. But 
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| God, righteouſheſſe, By which wordes hee ſignifieth, 
that Chriſt was appoynted of God, for vs, a Prieſt and 
| a Sacrifice, to witte, that by offering vp himſelfe , hee 


Ie Can 

.For @ mightpurge our ſinnes,and —_—_— remiſſion of ſinnes 
e of @ for vs, in which our righteouſneſſe conſiſteth before 
d try {# God: andalfo that this obedience, which hee yeelded 


| ynto his Father, by taſting of death for vs, ſhould be im- 
| puted yntovs for righteouſneſſe. And although this 0- 
hopes of Chriſt his death is properly that thing 
| whichis imputed vnto vs of God for righteouſnefſle, as 
which God eſteemerh as'if it had beene done by vs, and 
that wee our ſelves had fatisfied his tuſt wdgement : yet 
wee muſtknow,that the obedience of thelife of Chriſt, 
| which he yeelded vnto the Lawe by living holily , and 
| that holineſſe of the natureof Chriſt, by which he was 
| holy from his Conception,are notby thisaltogether ex- 
\ cluded from the matter of Iuſtification. 
'  Forthatholineſſe of Chriſt , both of his nature and 
life, was neceſſary for this purpoſe, that the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt might bee imputed and imparted vnto vs for 
righteouſneſle. 
{ . For Chriſt could not have ſatisfied forour ſinnesby 

his Sacrifice, and ſo have obtayned remiſſion of them 
t © forvs, if he had notbcenan holy Prieſt, andalfo offered 
» © ypanholy Sacrifice. 

| Henceisit that Saynt Paw vnto the Hebrewes fayth, 


| wndefiled, ſeparate from finners, and made higher then the 

. © Heavens : which needed not dayly , as thoſe high Prieftes, 

, | (namely the Leviticall ). to offer vp ſacrifice , firft for his 

owne ſinnes, and then for the peoples : for that did hee once 
when he _—_ vp himfelfe. 

” Beholdeamoſt clecreand evident teſtimonie of the 

holinefle 


rfiifieth, when he ſayth, that Chriſt is made vnto vs of 


1.Cor.1.30, 


t | Such an high Prieſt became vs, which u holie, harmeleſſe, me r. 7.26, 


4 


204 T he golden Chayne 
holineſſe of our Prieſt : Of the holineſſe of our Sack, 


.Per. 1.18 fiCe, Saint Peter ſpeaketh, when he ſayth, that wee were 


19, 


not redeemed with gold nor ftlver,but with the precioy 


bloodof Chriſt, as of a Lambe vndefiled and withoy 


ſpot. By theſe wordes Saint Peter fignificth , thatthoſe 
lambes which were killed in the old Teſtament, and gig 
reſemble Chriſt, as types and figures , ought therefore 


'to bee withoutblemith , thatby this the innocency and 


Rom. .9,10 


holineſle of Chriſt our Sacrifice; ſhould bee ſhadowed 
forth vnto vs. For Chriſt as 1obr Baptii? (ayth, isthat 
Lainbeof God, thatis, that Sacrifice ordayned of God, 
to take away the ſinne of the world. By theſe thingsit 
may now be vnderſtood, how, and how farre forth the 
holineſſe both of the lifkeand nature of Chriſt appertay. 
neth vnto this matter of Iuſtification : namely , how 
farre forth it was neceſſary to this purpoſe, that Chriſtby 
his holy Sacrifice, or obedience of his death might de. 
ſerve remiſſion of finnes for vs , in which remiſſion of 
ſinnes conſiſteth our righteouſneſſe before God, as wee 
may vnderſtand by the wordes of Paul to the Romans. 
And hence alſo may this bee gathered , whenas Pau/to 
the Romans fayth, thatby the obedience of one, to wit | 
Chriſt, we are made righteous ; that he meancd it of the Þ 
obedienceof his death, which Chriſt yeelded to his Fa- 
ther , by taſting of death for vs. For weearereconciled | 
vnto God by the death of Chriſt, and iuſtified by bs 
blood, as the ſame Apoſtle ſayth inthe ſame Chapter. 
Furthermore, this Tuſtification is notonely free and 


perfect, butalſo everlaſting, in as much as ſinne ought 


notto be imputed vnto them that are iuſtified,any more 
for ever. For whom God hath once receyvedinto ft 
vour, having blotted out their ſinnes and offences, tho!c 
doth hee ſtill preſerve in his favour as righteous, ſothat 
they can fall from grace and. periſh by no _—_ of 
ADS 1nncs, 
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finnes, beldiatidrcinapn _ardon&:tiihiees ) 
For Cd wine remember bel thoſe En nnes,to which the 


| regenerateareas yet ſubief.: This the Scripture expreſ- 
ſeth, th, and diligent tlyaffirmeth in many places For God 
| by 1ſuasſayth, 1 willremencber thine imquitits no mort. A- 1ſay-43-12. 
| gayne, he fayth by Jeremie: I will be merciful ono theyy 
| imquitiet ; and remember their finues and: tranſereſitons nm , " O__ 
| more. Theſeand ſuch like places of Scripture , promiſe ** 
| the grace of God and: forgiveneſſe of finnes ,notfor @ Her. 8.12. 
| dyortwoonely, butatfirmetharit ſhallalwayes hs of 
force, and continue whilelife laſterh,ſo that the 
| neſſeof ſinnes is dayly and continuall, all our life 6 
| Forafulland ſufficient fatisfaRion' hath beene made for 
| them, by Chriſt, once fotall-:For with one offering, as Hebr, 10.14 
| theApoſtle fayth; hee conſecrated for ever them which 
| tre fanRified; Therefore ſeeing thar Chriſt by his owne 
blood; hath entred into-the Holy place; and hath obtai- 


| nedeverlaſting Redemprionfor vs; and that-outfinnes 
| arctakery away ih his blood: God canfiot by tight're- 
member them any mote: For Godis ſoju(t; asthathee 
wilt northave paymenc-and {atisfation made for one 

thing twice: Bur heis ſo wellpleaſed with the ſatisfaQti- 
on:ofiChriſt; I e requitett! no other ſatisfaction. For Uay-$3-7- 


| theLordhach li 0s 6 vponhimthe iniquity ty6f vs all, and 


an rr ypon him all the ſiricke of out 

iniquities; that he might m_— and free vs from eter- 

[deftuQion:: This is/obr.onely/hope and'comfort; 
that Chriſt hath ſo-once fot allitaken away al theſins of 
the world, that notthe leaſt fieneof them remayneth. 
Forthiscauſethe —_— callett\Chriſt; The' Lambe 
of God thartakerthaway firines $6 the world! Sure- 


; Chritt karhiſo>fari 'bychis'death, 
Iavaorono of cheth rony inet; "for which ſariefattion 


not ſy and ſufficiently; Sothatbythe _ 


Fa - 


SL freofChridwe reredermedardinifcd ndthroug 
= himwehave peace toward God: +>. 
This ſatisfaction of: Chriſt, whoſoever doth withz 
true & (tedfaſtfaith apprabeidandapply vnto himſelfe, 
.-: (+4; bath wherein, heemay:reioyceand be gladi in bimfelfe, 
and that nuch- aebia heeiawont to reioyce, which 
= hath runne ſofarre-into other\mets. debr, that hee hath 
© nothing to pay;twho, whehtthe ſhall heare that an other 
1 © .ciuit hath payd it in his name;-and«ath fully diſcharged the 
whole debt, weioyicethheartily; and!is more glad in his 
mind, thenit-he in his 6wne petlon had diſcharged the 
debt S0 ako our Conſcience; whenithcareth that Chriſt 
hath-atisfied-for all our ſinnes ;.bothgtcarandſmall,fo 
: -: £1 that God willgevercalltheih: tobisremembrance , doth 
much rejoyee; and conceavethtrue peate within it ſelfe 
and, relycth moſt peaceably +ypon that! ſatisfaQion of | 
Chriſt, and favour of Godrecoveredagayne, andisex. | 
ceeding gjadin itfelfethatithath and ſhall have evcrla- 
ſyngrec diationandpcadewith God. By this we may 
playncly Ke, hownecdlary: thegrace of :God 15tothe 
remiſſion. of onr- fines: Let: every. man therefore dili- 
gently; Wet Sigh hypo viie-tniley » 3) for exctpr-a man. doc 
. well confider this hee canneverwnderiand howmuch 
' the. remedy: thereof is tohedrlefiredp'rLiet cvicry. bra 
therefore.tmely acl nowledge 54hathe is every way pit 
recovery in himſelie,tharſghe maybe ituſtificdby Ged 
agcly , an ;tranſpaned by: Gui from: deſirufonto 
auon. 'And.let po! min repoſe him(cite; ar putany 
1Rb0Wwne Wiledome, inhis Article of Iuitficats 
on. a. Forbyhow much h themoreaman leanzth vpon bis 
ON wiledowe and-opinion , by:ſo- nach the moto 
nd grieyous ena hcopladere ly 
aan 4TLCTINOTE, detevery:man thinks, thazamovgſt 
al theres notone., which flargdeth not 'inineedof thi 
_F incſtimadi 


: -Forthe'Pro Ap "+ 3-23- 


ks aheye us ron heb s = 
injquinee; and-doe make every one Fey of dſt con- 


| demnarion5 and-ſo doe frame theyr order of reaching 
pointe general vntotheparticular , tharevery mar in 
particular may conſider and weigh in his! owne' confſci: 
ence-whether it be ſo in him or no, which is ſpoken ge: 


nerally of all. Fora man is little touched witha generall 


| ſpeech; valeſſe licevnderſtand ir particularly to apper. 
ttinevntohimfelfe.. Therefore ſeeing all excuſe is cutte 
off on-every fide ; let every man ſeriouſly acknowledge 
his owe firines and offences, that ſo by Chriſt his Re- 
ra are Savio ar, —_— be delivered from them. 


| Here ts hat; what.and how great good commeth onto 
thoſe that are initified,: by this In#ification , by Fayth. 
Likewiſ: unto whon this Taitification _ proper 
_— A ee LS amebang 


AI Towi in a fo lied we hg; _—_ We vn 

'Ygreargoodthings doe iflue arid arero belooked for 
from, this: free remiſſton: of finnes: And theſe benefites 
are eſpecially foure;; and theſe, the greateſt of all bene. 
bites: thefrlt of which ,everlaſtirig reconciliation with 
Godji;For: when: God:doth! forgive and pardon our 
linngy freely; hedorth then receyve- vs.intofavour , and 
continue vs therein, For: whomhe thus tuftifierh, thoſe 
| heembrcah andaffecterh with;the fame: love, where- 
{ withheloyeth.hisonely begotten Sonne: For whet her 
| palogas ourbanes, heeloverh vs as dearely;'as it - 


Toh WII 


2 ha of 


208 T he galden Chayne 


- ._ Wehadneveroffended. Forthe dbedience.of Ctuift i 
fake; weareasdecareandasacceptable to God; as Chrif 
himſelfe;is.. Secondly, inthis,that God doth freely par. 
don'vs allourſinnes, hellikewiſe forgiverh all and every 
A nec 508 wehave infinitely deſcrved and pluc. 
cedwporrousr ſelves by-our finnes. For when the offence 
is raken away, the puniſhment muſt needes bee taken x 
way likewiſe: for the offenceis forgiven that the puniſh. 
ment might be takenaway: The third benefiteis, that 
our cotruptnatureis reformed by the power of theholy 
Spirit, and framed vnto-the Imageof God , ſo thatwee 
begin to loveand worſhip God',:even in this life, The 
fourth benefitewhich we receyve by -Tuſtification, ise: 
cernall Life and Salvation , which God onely imparteth 
vnto thoſe, whom he hath juſtified through the remiſle 
on of {innes,and by his ſpirit made new creatures. Theſe 
arethe fouregreat and excellent Benefites, which follow 
vpron Juſtification: So-that\when:.our ſinnes areabol. 
ſhedandblatted'our;themercifulland fatherly counte- 
_ nance of God beginneth toſhinevponvs. 
Therefore this Tuſtification. may? bee diſcerned and 
| knowneby that which followeth it, as by the effects and 
benefites which proceed & flow from thence: Amory 
thoſe, the feelingof the loveof God toward vs, andthe 
calling ypon him, doe chiefely excell. For when heeiu 
Rifeth vs , then doth hee manifeſt and ſhew his loveto- 
wardvs. Foralthoughheloveth vs in Chriſt with an c- 
verlaſting love; yet-doth hte then lively and manifeſtly 
ſhewandgeclare,thathis love toward vs, when he foig!- 
vethvs ourfinnes,and reformeth vs with his ſpirit. TH 
_ doe we bycertayne-experience; feelein outhearts; tif 
rom. 8.26, towards vs,. For theholy Spirit doth Rtirre vp and dk 


in | 


of Salvation. 209 
in vs hearty prayers, by which wee doecall ypon God, 64.4.6. 
- as our foving and mercifull Father without trembling. _ 
| » So that fayth , by which werelie vpon God ; and love, 
' which weehave towardes God ; and prayer, by which 
wee call ypon him , are three moſt certayne f1gnes of 
our Tuſtification : For theſe doe neceflarily tollow Tuſti- 
fication.. But of theſe more ſhall be ſpoken hereafter in 
Glorification. 
Laſtofall,this Tuſtification belongeth onely to the E- 
leR,and ſuch as ſhal be ſaved. This Paw/ plainly reacheth 
here, whileſt hee ſayth , that God calleth and tuſtifyeth 
thoſe onely ,%-hom hee hath predeſtinate. Here there. 
fore Vocation and Iuſtification, are ſet vnder Predeſtina- 
tion, as the effects vnder theyr cauſe. So that Tuſtificati- 
on doth not reach farther then Predeſtination. Forthe 
effeRes cannot bee larger, and reach farther then theyr 
cauſes. They therefore which thinke that Iuſtification 
belongeth vnto all in generall , ought firſt to teach and 
_ by the word of God, that Predeſtination or E- | 
ection is common to every one. Agayne, the Scripture 4.13.42. 
playnely teacheth vs, thatTuſtificarion is given and be. 77% . 
longeth onely vnto thoſe, that are appoynted before vn. Þ- 
to Life eternall. But this thing is ſo cleere and mani. 
feſt, that it needeth nolong proofe. Let theſe things 
therefore bee ſpoken here briefely concerning Iuſtift- 


cation. 
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- Heres declared,by what remedy the corruption of our na. 
ture is amended , and the Image of God reitored in 
man, and in what partes eſpecially regeneration i 
wrought. Likewiſe , how eroſſely the Papiſts, and the 
ae ſort of Vbiquitaries doe erre , which thinke 
that there is an hidden power in the outward water f 
Baptiſme , which cabl. to convert a man in the wer) 
act of Baptizing. Cuayr. 29. 


Y 


{ 


Ow Glorification beeing the laſt Lincke of Pas!; 
Chaync, this followeth to be ſet vnder Iuſtification 
very fitly. For ſo Pan teacheth, that the gift of the holy 
Spirit, and the renewing of our corrupt nature vntothe 
Image of God, doth neceſſarily follow our free recey- 
vingintothe favour of God, and cannot bee ſeparated 
from ir. Wherefore Glorification followeth Tuſtificati- 
on, ina moſt divine order : becauſe it is the finall cauſe 
of it. For therefore is this or that man juſtified , thatin 
theend he tmay be glorified. Therefore after Pal had 
taughtthat finnes arc forgiven men by. the onely free 
mercy of God,now heproceedeth rightly to teach and 
declare how finnes are aboliſhed and purged : andfo 
ſheweth how Glory and theImageof God is recovercd 
in man. This hee ſheweth in the worde ( zlorifyine.) 
Therefore to glorifie, is nothing els, then to aboliſh the 
corrupt nature of tan, andſo toreforme man vnto thc 
Image of God, and make him fitfor cternall Glory. S0 
that regencration from the effe&t and laſt end thereof , is 
called by thename of Glorification : in aſmuch name- 
ly.as the Ele& by itarerenewed vnto the Imageot God, 
and then tranſlated into everlaſting Glory. For _ wil 
ave 


| #f Salvation. 21t 
have his Glory and holineſle to ſhine 1n the Elect here 
aftera ſort. And fayth being in ſome fort inflamed by 
the holy Spirite in ourcalling, and our will ſomewhat 
changed,is here more inflamed andchanged. Bur this 
is pertourmed and brought to paſſe by noother meanes, 
but onely by our regeneration. For God doth not be- 
ginneand finiſh the worke of our regeneration in one 
day, and at one inſtant, but doth continueandpertedt it 
by lictle and little. Here therefore a few things ought to 
be ſpoken concerning Regeneration ; which , that they 
may be handled and intreated of the better and more 
plainely with the greater fruite , wee ought to conlider 
theſe foure ſeverall heads. Firſt, what Regeneration is, 
and by what meanes it commeth. Secondly, in what 
parts it conſiſteth,and of what ſortir is in this life. Third- 
ly , how neceſſary it is , and for what thinges it is profi- 
table. Fourthly, by what ſignes and tokens it may bee 
knowne. 
Concerning the firſt thing : Regeneration isnotthe 


aboliſhing of the former ſubſtance, and the eſtabliſhing 


agayne of anew, neyther is it the changing of one ſub- 
ſtance into an other : but it is the reforming of our cor. 
rupt nature, and the repayring and reſtoring of the I- 
mage of God in man. So that in this Regeneration, 
there remayneth the ſame frame of the body and ſub. 
ſtance, but the inward and wicked affections of the mind 
onely are amended and changed : which fceingit is a 
ſpirituall change, it is felt inwardly before itbee learned, 
as Saint Cyprian ſpeaketh elſewhere. Anditis nothing 
els, butthe amending and aboliſhing of the corruptand 
wicked qualities , that remayne in the ſubſtance of 
man, 
Therefore whom God hath iuſtified, thoſe alſo hee 


doth regenerateandchangeynto his molt bleſſed glorie 
: PF2- and 
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and purity of life, that they may repent and be aſhamed 
of theyr former life, that ſo they may betake themſelves 
yntoa better courſe. For no man can have an earneſt de. 
firevntothegrace of God, except firſt he knozy his ſins, 
and be diſpleaſed with himſelfe in them.So that a renew. 
ing isrequired. For Gad will not have his Ele& toabuſe 
his gentlenefle and long ſuffering, and therefore doth he 
renew and framethem to {incere manners and holy ai. 
ons. Therefore they which are cffcually revcnerared, 
do begin to be diſpleaſed with themſelves for their (ins, 
and to be grieved intheir hearts, that they have diſplea. 
{ed God, and with theyr whole heart doe deteſt all wic. 
ked deedes whatſoever, ſo that hereafter they will not 
commit or doethem ; and ſo doe ſhew theyr thankeful. 
nefle, by eſchewing of evill , and doingot good : and 
there is in them, a turning away from Sathan and evill 
deedes, and a turning vato God and to good workes, 
And although the regenerate doe fall often , yet they 
doe not defend nor allow of theyr ſinnes,but deſire day- 
ly more and more to hate and eſchew them. So, they 
which are converted, begin to ſavour of better thinges, 
and doe change theyrevill cuſtome,and kind of lite,and 
revoke theyr former courſe of living , and ſo convert 
theyr actions and endevours from evill vnto good, 3 
from onecontrary vntoan other. They which arc thus 
affected, doe fecle true ioy in theyrhearts, in that they 
have God at one with them, for theyr Mediatours ſake, 
from whence followeth an earneft' deſire to obey God 
inall his Commandements. Let the regenerate there- 
fore know, that now the time is come , Whercin they 
ought to approve and fulfill thoſe moſt wholeſome pre- 
cepts of divinity,not ſo much by diſcourſing of them,as 
by performing rhem conſtantly,8& living godly:becauſe 
they can by no other way obtaine bleſſed immortality & 

— heavenly 
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heavenly Glory, but onely by truefaythand ready obe- 
dience vato the commandementsof God. Therefore 
how much or little ſoeverit be ; which the children of 
God have, and favour of regeneration, to itthey ought 
to frame theyr manners, ſayth _AHuguitine. FIT Fomn9 ct 


uſe Now this renewing, as1sabovelaydin the Treatiſe of #=-524- 
he Vocation, is begun and finiſhed by the word and' ſpirit 
ws of God: By the word, heſhewethvs,what things he wil 
d, have done or not done by vs : and by his Spiritethereis 
s, ſtrength miniſtred vntovs to performe them. This rege- 


2. | neration iseſpecially wrought & continued inthemind, 

| will, and heart of man. So that God ſheweth forth and 
5t | declareth his goodneſſe towards his children, here, three 
manner of wayes. Firſt, hee doth enlighten and diſpell 
d | tlieblindnes of the mind, bythe Sun-ſhineof his Spirit. 


l For whatſoever man ſavoureth of his owne ſelfe, is en- Kem-8.6,7. 
vi _ againſt God,8& bringeth death with it. This blind- | 
/ | heſlcof mans mind, is not ſimply the ignorance of God 
| F|F and of himſelfe, but it is a ſtubborne rebellion, and 
, prowdpreſumptionagainſt God. Sothat by how much 


| amanexcellethand is indued with the'greater quicknes 
; | of nature, by ſo much the moredoth hereſiſt and ſtrive 
, | againſt God himſelfe and his owne Salvation. Becauſe 
ſuch an onefeareth notto chargethe wiſedome of God 
with extreame folly. Forallmen, as ET they are not 
| renewed with this new and heavenly light,do thinkethe 
' * holy myſteries of God to be fooliſhneſle. So Paul whillt 
| hrepreached Chriſt crucified vntothe Grecians , ſayth, r.cer.r.23. 
| thattothem hepreached fooliſhnes. So thatthe enlighr- 
ning of this rebellious and hurtfull blindnefle, isa great 
and ineſtimable benefiteof God. After this inlightning 
followetha right indgementand opinion of God,of his 
| will andofhis workes : becauſe thatthen men begin to 
know God rightly , and to iudge of him ory > 
\ | 3 WHEN 


i © ThegdlimChite 
when they beinlightened by the ſpirit of God. Secong. 


ly; itchangeth andueformeth the wiltof man , which is 


Phil. 2.13. 


extreamely contraryyntothelawof: God: And of evil 
it maketh it good;;andof ynwillingand (tubborne, i 
maketh it readyandobedient.' Sothe will of man doth 
then begintobe good, whewitisreformed and reney. 


_ ed by: God: Here'allo the infinice goodneſle of God 


ſheweth it ſelfe, whileſt taar-it maketh man of an adyer. 
faryand foe to becoinea friend:and heyre of heavenly 
glory : which otherwiſe.im/himſclte is fo corrupted and 
depraved,/that hee hath mind tonothing but evill, and 
bateth-Godextremely. This will of man, howſoeverby 
natuireitbe {owickedand perverſe, as to reſiſt and with. 


 ftand Godand his will; yet no will can be fo wicked and 


ſtubborne, but God if he will can mcllifie it; and make 


1 tgood;!as eAnenitinelayth well. Now God will doe 


- 


Phil. 2.13, 


this in-the Ele&, becauſe that: of his. owne accord hee 
hath promiſed thathe willdoeit. Thirdly,it converteth 
and renewerh:the: ſtubborne', vnapt and diſobedient 
heart,andſo dottiweaken. and: debilitate the ſtrength of 
fiance in his cluldren; and.doth create in them an earneſt | 
ſtudy and defiretolivegodly, and maketh them altoge: 
ther forward 'vnto allprety.-Laftly, it irreth vp inthcm 
good workes;andendueth them-with fincexe and holy 
behaviourc\/So God worketh in-them ,] both to will that 
which1$g00d;/and doethat which is right. So that all 
power to livegodly , proceedeth-and commcth, not 


. fromtheyrowne power, but from God oncly which 


x >... *# 
ws + x3 
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wotketh in them effeually: by his Spirit. For this ſpi- 
rituall retewing is'called-1n many: places of the Sctip- 
tareby an excellencie, Theicreation and worke of God; 


becauſe thatit ishisworketo illuminate the blind vnder- 


ſtandings of men withthe knowledge of himſclte ,and 
to.chatige theyrerovked willes and hard heartes, - ndto 
Tu | rame 


famerhem: untdithe obedience/of thisowne will'F 
theſeareſobard rkes; thatthey:cah bee 
broughtto paſſe Red by noneotherbut by God 


wry 


hewillcauſe;thatweſh 


al walke in hiscotmmandements; 
ſhewing, that regeneration; and powertodoe well ;-isa 
worke tarre ſurmounting all creatures; /The vie of this 
doctrine is divers: Firidgthat the grace: of God, by 
which onely the Elec are changed: into: new creatures, 
may bemaitayned, agaynſtthat divelliſh jnvention of | 
| free. will, whichthePapiſtsdreame of. But here the Pa. 
_ piſts offend grievoully ; for looke how much they attri- 
| butevnto thepowerot man , fo much doethey detract 
nd F fron thegrace.of God; and merit of Chriſt:\For the 
ke BF praceof Godand the powerof man, are-in-this matter 
oe B rwocontraries,which cannotbe maintaynedof oneand 
ec theſelfe ſame ſubicRat one time:. Therefore Saynt Au- 
th | fine in one place ſayth-very well; thattharisnot'free; 
nt | - whichthe grace of God: hath:;not :made-frees-For-the 
f Scripture, as we have ſayd before, doth-not: teaveaman 
it ſomuchasa good thought, which isthe-leaſt part of a 
- #- goodworke-: . - 20 vere 4209 2122 
2 F --> Fortuchistheblindnefſe and frailtyof mans wit;that 
/ | itisnotonely vnable to conceyve-and-/bringtorth of it 
. ff 


$44: 


ſelfe any thing rightly or truely, butalſo thatitframeth 
and inventeth to it ſelke many and moſt-dangerous'er- 
rors, even from moſttrueprinciples::; An evident/exams 
ple of this, we may -ſceintheftree-wiltot the Papiſts:Bur 
thatmoſt fond dreame of theygs,vaniſheth hike avapour, 
by this doctrine of regeneration ;'andthe ſpirirof God 
onely is prooved to bee the onely beginning-and {true 
calrſeof every good worke.  Agayne ;ſeeing:God doth 
regenerate man,andmake him fit for goodworks;that o= 
therfiction which the Papiſts have dreamed,concerning 
INTION7M P 4 WOrkes 
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es fore:ſcene, soverthrowneand beaten to pieces 
For ſeeing no man can-doe good, exceptby the prace 
of God hee be: changed-intoa new creature, it thence 
followerh;rhat God: could! fore-ice:no other workesjn 
mar ;;\-bur fuchvas hee himſelfe ſhould worke in him. 
whence a man may eafily gather, which conſidereth the 
matter any thing -at-all , that this opinion concernin 
workes fore-ſeene, is a meercagd forged fable. 

- Moreover, the Papiſts, and the more groſle fort of Y. 
biquitaries,do in this place, after their:manner erre and 
invent a new fiction, whenas they thinke that theres 
ſome ſecretand hidden power in the water of Baptiſine, 
which is able to. convertand'renew a man. And from 
thencethey labour to inferre, that they which are bapti. 
zedareregencratc m1 the very ac of Baptiſme. This vr- 
ſavory inventions thefoſtererof noyſome errours. But 
the falſhood:thereof is found ; firſt in this, thatitevi- 
dently appearethby the holy Scriptures, thar all arenot 
regeneratewhichare baptized : as we may ſee,not onely 
in S:mo7 Magus; but allo in many others, eyther open- 
ly wicked; or h45 1908 vnderhandand ſecretly: which 

*although they have becnebaptized, and receyved Bap- 
tilmeasatuemarkeof their regeneration, yet theyrlives 

_ * ſafhciently declarethat they. were-not regenerate, For 
hough that the Sacramentsare meanes or inſtruments, 


mi ing hem. Agayne, they doe: offend and (inne &x- 
ngly-and out of meaſure, nſt the office of the 

holy Spirire, and thebloodof Chriſt. For the holy Spi- 

nte 85 the onely efficient cauſe and principall worker of 


regenerati- 


hey thatvnto theout- 
ptiſme,whuch is due only vnto theholy 
of Chrift; 8 ſo fall into afal 
which is no cauſe as if it were a cauſe, for they do 
| caſtthatvnto the falſe and fayned cauſe; which oughtto 
| beattributed vnto the true and proper cauſe, and ſo, as 
| much as in them lyeth, do overthrow and vndermine 
the principall heads of Chriſtian religion. And whereas 
| they inferre, that the purer and preciſer ſort of Divines 
| dodeny that Baptiſme is the waſhing of thenew binh, ,, . 
| 3Paulto Titus ſpeaketh. This is an vnſavory and a'vile © 
| cavill, for they doe not onely admir and like of thafe WE 
tt. FF words of Pawlintheir trucand naturall meaning, but'do | 
VN receive them as a moſt found confirmation and ſtreng- 
ut thening ofour cauſe : for Pau/ there playnely pronoun- 
vi» BF ceth, that the power of the holy ſpirit doth effect and 
ot worke regeneration invs. But our adverſaryes do miſyn- - 
ly derſtand thoſe words of Pauland do abuſe them, whileſt 
& they wreſt them into another ſence, as ſeducers vie to 
do, and apply them amiſle, and fo do fall into afallacy 
of the ambiguity of a word, whileſt they interpret thar 
ll, which they apply worſt of all. Among trueand found 
Divines it isa thing firmely reſolved andagreed vpon, 
, F thatthe Sacraments donot bring grace, but do for the 
f | firengtheningoffaith ſeale vp that which was beſtowed 
| | 


before, as we may ſee in Abraham, as in the common Rew.4. ro. 
exampleand father of all them which beleeve. | 
Laſtly, they errenot alittle by this their moſt _ 
fiction, whileſt that they place the firſt beginning of ſal 
yation;, and the ground thereof in the water of bap- 
tiſme, for ſo they forge and frame the cauſes of falva- 
tion from the inſtruments that are vſed as meanes, and 


from the manner of applying them but with deepe 
ſilence 
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filencethey:dopaſſe by, and'with!woriderfull craf; Neg: 
le&thetrucand proper cauſe of falvation,namely, eye. 
laſting and-freeclection; and'the onely merit of Chrig 
that they;might the more'cafily deccive, and caſt amif 
before the eyes ob the1gnorant -Forthere is no oreater 
nor more plentifull-occaſion' to _ and deceive, 
then where falſe and imaginary cauſes are ſuppoſed for 
trueand proper cauſes. p 
Moreover, this regeneration hcere 1s alwayes defe. 
iveand imperfect, and a ſmall beginning of a new life, 
and a certayne onſet ynto it. This is prooved by mani. 
feſtteſtimonyes of Scripture, and alſo by dayly expe. 
| rience:ofthe godly. The teſtimonyes of Scripture (ay, 
2c0r.3.18. that; we ought to be:changed into the image of God 
Rem.z. 17. from glory toglory, and to go forward dayly moreand 
more from faith to faith. Alſo-that the children of God 
E2e.36.27, ought to-walke in his: commaundements, and to keepe 
T4.2.14- his ſtatutes; and to be: zcalous of good workes. Theſe 
and the like places of Scriptute doe teach vs, that the 
ele&are not-thefirſt day poliſhed vnto the higheſt per. 
tefion;, but that by little-and little as it were by de- 
Trees; they: are brought from-one vertue vnto an 0- 
er, vntill after this life :chey ſhall: come vnto the 
higheſt perfeion,-for they -are not perfect which 
muſt-be:changed from oneglory to another, and goe 
forward from faith :to faith. Secondly, they which 
+7 walke in the commaundements of God are yet in 
the way, and arenotcome vnto the end of theyr race, 
therefore they are vnperfet. For wayfaring men are 
often weeryed, and now-:nd then ſtumble and fall 
by. reaſon-of ;theſe of theſe lets:and hindrances : ſoal- 
{o-the:regenerate/men;; beeing as it were weeryed in 
the courſe and ſtudy of godlines , doe ſlip often,cand 
tall-into thele-and theſerfinnes; Therefore the A py 
- #5 177 OY | | aunt 
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Saint Toby fayeth playnely , that they which fay they , . .. 

1av« an ac pn Can the nth nes 
not in them. Alſo the moſt holy Prophets do playne- 
ly and freely confeſle of themſelves, that theyr belt 
| workes'are poluted and ſtayned with many and mou EG.64 

nperfections, for in them —_ the dregges of fin- 

fullfleſhremayne andabide, and very often the ſparkles 
of theyr-lewde affections doe breake-forth and ſhewe 
themſelves : but theſe hinder them not, becauſe they 
| have a'/promiſe of a pardon. Theſe things the teſtimo- 


# 
» 


ani. FF. nies of Scripture teach ys, that the children of God 

pc. {| do onely obtayne ſome beginnings ofa new life heere,” 

lay, Þ fo that regeneration heere is maymed and vnperfect. 

od I} For the holy' ſpirit doth fo illuminate and renew the 

ind FF mindes of the ele, that heere they doe know but in 1-C0r.13:9. 
od FF part; and- doth fo-change and refine their wills that 

pe | they can will and'do that which is'good-but in part, 

fe |} aslong as they live in this life: So that whether aman 

he FF reſpect the vnderſtanding of the regenerate, or 'whe- 

r. -& ther a man conſider theyr'will, hee ſhall cafily finde 


c- | thatthey are voperfect, for they which are renewed 
z- | fill day by day, are not as yet wholy renewed, bur 
c the children of God aslong as they live heere- are re- 
h | newed day by day, therefore they are not as yet per- 
c fe nor wholy renewed. Beſides theſe, there are man 


1 | other tokens, whereof the ſcripture is very plentifull, 
1 as which are wrought ſucceſſively by the children of 


, © God, eyther inreioycing at the benefites of God, or 
* | forrowingattheyr owne {innes, and ſurely theſe do be- 
| | -wraytheyr imperfeRtions. So that infirmity alwayes a- 
| bideth and/dwelleth in them, with -which they mutt 
| © firive evenvntothedearh of the body, with an enter- | 
| © courſeofgoing backward and going forward, as 4%g%- 


ineſayth in one place. 12:31 
£ . " . Secondly, 
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Secondly , dayly experience itſelfe doth convin 
* and proye Js imperfeQion of the godly. For the mol 
boly men of all ages haye offended and ſinned yery 
often, which they could not have done if they had nor 
bin vnperteR, for they which by regeneration are quite 
perfected, arefetout of alldanger of ſinning any more; 
furthermore God hath nowhere promiſed thathe will 
indue his children in this life with exquiſite perfedtion, 
therefore they cannot be made perfect heere, for God 
doth not perfourme more in this worke of regeneration 
by thepower of is ſpirit, then he hath declared in the 
tevealed word of promiſe ; and they themſelves by their 
owne power cannot make themſelves betterand more 
holy,then God will have them to be: Allo the moſt holy 
lne.3-3- Apoſtles themſelves ſay, that in many things they ſine 
all. 7ohn alſo in his Epiſtle pranounceth mot plainely, 
2.telm.1.8. ſaying, If we ſay that we have noſinne we deceiveour 
ſelves, and the truth is not in vs. Theſe teftimonies of 
(cripture teach vs, thatnot one liveth heere which isnot | 
aſinner. So S. Au#ine ſaythin an other place moſt hitly | 
- tothispurpole, Wo vnto: the life of men although moſt 
holy, if it be examined & judged without Gods mercy. 
But ſurely although regeneration be heere but onely be- 
gun and be vnperfc&, yet for all that it is not vnprof- 
table, but is very commodious vnto the ele, for from 
thence a moſt {ure and evident token of their clefion 
and ſalvation is miniſtred vntothem. But of this matter 


ſhallbe ſpoken more largely and purpoſely in the end of 
Fo S6Ly and PUrPoItely 


- Regeneration hathalſo this commodity which is very 
great, for when menare regenerate, they are not onely 
delivered from the moſt miſerable flavery of finne and 
tyriny ofthe Devill, butalſo are made partakers of tic 
life of God, for then are they truly grated into Chvilt, 

WW - 
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nd Chriſt is ioyned vnto them agayne, fo that theyare 
made one with Chriſt by the ſpirit, and Chriſt is made 
onewith them. Alſo Chriſt then liveth in them ſaving- 
ly, andraigneth effectually, ſo that he giveth and beſto- 
F werth yponthem lifeeverlaſting: for whom he once hath 
' © begun to renew, thoſe he never forfaketh, for he leaveth 
 notthis holy and chiefe worke of all his works as it were'p(., 38.8, 
broken of, but bringeth it vnto the end and accompliſh- 
| mentthereof: thereforeit cannot be made voyd becaule ,,,..s. 
God doth not change his nature, nor diſroabe himlſelfe 


= FF ofthatgoodnes wherewith he is endued. In this good- 
ow Nl 2s of God the ſalvation of the godly is grounded and 
oly | {{fled, ſo that, whatthe elect have once layd hold on by 

) Þ aftedfaſlt faith, that doth God never take from them, for 


ty I negifts andcalling of God are ſuch asare without re- kem-r1.29 
\» | pentance:for which cauſe Pawfayth playnely & boldly, 
of | *hat God would pertorme that which he had begun in 
| the Philippians, and bring it vnto the laſt end andperfe- ,,.. . 
1 $ 9ion,vntillatthe laſt after their happy reſurrection their 
54 'F vile bodies be faſhioned vnto the glorious body of 
| Chriſt. So this regeneration is the neere fellowſhip and 
” | ſtrong band of Chriſt and the regenerate : And where 


| this Loney is effecuall, there eternall falvation, and life 


= # and happines everlaſting followeth and enſueth, for the 
__ old man with the concupiſcences periſheth and is abo- , HON 
o liſhed, but the new man is renued and faſhioned vnto 
f | theimage of God. This grace therefore bringeth with it 


* a double benefit, for;on the one ſide the ſtrength and 
| body of finne is weakened and decayed, and on the 0- 
, { therfide our loſt righteouſhes is repayred,and the image 
4 | of God reſtored, fo that we proceede from theabolt- 
+ | ſhingandputting away ofthe one, vnto' the reſtoring 
1 | ofthe othcr,as from one contrary vntoan other. There- 
d 


tore regeneration is the onely remedy of the gas _ 
390, 
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God, by which the corruption ofnature is heere afier 
a ſort reſtrayned and amended, which renewing of nz. 
ture ſhallbewholy perfected inthe world to come, for 
then ſhall we neceſſarily love that which is good with 1 
pertect liking, and neceſſarily hate that which is evil 
with a perfect hatred. 
Furthermore we muſt note heere and diligently oh. 
ſerve, that this power of renewing is in God by nature 
. and changed by no outward cauſe, or mutable occa. 
ſion whatſoever, and therefore is as ſure and certayne, 
as God himſelte in his eſſence is everlaſting : for God 
is as conſtant in his promiſes, as he is vnchangcable in 
his eſſence. So that ſeeing he'is alwayes the ſame, and I 
continually as good as his word, and ever remayneth | 
like himſelf, therefore alſo doth he truly and indeed 
pertourme and fulfill thoſe things which he hath pro. 
miſed in his vword : for the promiſe of God is ſure, be- 
caule that grace, whence it dependeth and ſprinecth, is 
ſure, and grace is onely of that which is both by word | 
promiſed, and indeed perfourmed freely and merci- 
fully without any expectation of reward. They there- 
fore which doubt of the promiſe of God, and the ac- 
compliſhment thereof, they do rather by deedes then 
words accuſe andargue God of vaconſtancy and falle. 
_ hood: therefore the diſtruſt of the good and favourablc 
will of God, and of the perfourmance of things promi- 
ſed, is without doubt avery great ſinne, for God by hs 
almighty power doth begin, continue, and end this his 
worke of regeneration, ' wherein it conſiſteth , and 15 
grounded : thereforethis worke can no more be broken 
off and fall tothe ground, then God can of any man be 
vanquiſhedandovyercome. 2 
—- aj 


» The workes and obeajence of the godly, hawſoever they 
be imperfect, and interlaced with divers blemiſhes, 
yet God in that his fatherly goodnes loveth and ac- 

\ Cepteth them. Then ſome things are propounded and 

-.; dilated ſomewhat largely and plainely concerning the 
meaning and true wſe of good works, that the Papiſts 
errour might be the more evident in any mans ſteht. 


CHAP. 30. 


| EVrthermore, ſeeing this regeneration is in this life 
maymed and imperfect, hence-it followeth neceſſa- 
nly and infallibly, chat all good works alſo which pro- 
ceede out of it,as ſtreames out of a fountayne, are may- 
med and imperfect : for ſuch as rhe cauſe is, ſuch an ef- 
tet likewiſe vſually followeth. Therefore ſceing thoſe 


$. workes are vnperfect, they can deſerve nothing as due 


debt : for to the producing and effefting of any thing, 
there is t@@uired neceſſarily ſound and ſufficient cauſes, 


| for maymed and-mangled cauſes' have never brought 
| forth any thing, for imperfe@ cauſesare eſteemed as no 
| cauſes, And although the workes of the godly be inter- 
| laced and ſtayned with many blemiſhes and imperfe- 
| Rtions, yet chey are pleaſing and acceptable vnto God, 
| becauſe in then he acknowledgeth the image of his ſpi- 
rit, which maketh the perſons, whence thoſe works pro- 


cced, acceptable vnto God, and mixeth a good quality 
among their good workes, in which being dippedas in 
an heavenly and fpirituallpertume, God doth approve 
and-accept them. God in his fatherly compaſſion doth 
pardon the ſtayncs and defects of good workes, ſo that 


the works when the corruption ofthemisaboliſhedand 
| wiped 
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wiped away, are accounted iuſt and righteous, and the 
fatisfaQtion-of Chriſt is imputed-vnto them for righte. 
ouſnes, like as it is tothe perſons from whom they qo 
proceede :*therefore as he doth by his favour, love ang 
zuſtify his Saints vnto death (for the righteouſng vf 
the moſt perfe& man conſiſterh alwayes in faith, and 
the dayly forgivenes of finnes) fo alſo with the ſame fg 
vour doth he love and iuſtify their workes,thar is to fay, 
he blotteth out and wipeth away the faults which re. 
mayne inthem inthis life, and 1mputeth righteouſne 
ynto them. As therefore the Moone doth borrow and 
take her light of the Sunne, ſo alſo faith iuſtifieth the 
works of thefaithfull, and maketh them have a good ſa 
your, therefore faith-getteth the reward and name of 
righteouſnes, both vnto the works, and alſo vnto thc 
perſons. So that although thoſe works in themſelves, 
and in reſpe&t of themſclves'be infeted and ſtayned 
with many faults and blemiſhes, yet in reſpect of God 
which wipeth away all thoſe blemiſhes, they are holy 
and righteous, and fo their righteouſnes doth much 
more conſiſt in the forgivenes ofſinnes, then igthe per: 
tection of vertue and good works, as 4Augniine in one 
place fayth very well. The Scripture in ſome places 
compareth this favour of God vnto the compaſſion 
which a father hath toward his ſonne, for fathers doo 
love their children, that albeit they ſee ſuch or ſuchblc- 
miſhes in their bodyes, they donot yer thruſt or drive 
them out of doores : yea-rather if they have children 
that are lame, or tender eyed, or otherwiſe marked 0r 
misſhapen by any other blemiſh, their farherly love and 
natural affeftions are ſturred vp 8 breake forth ſo much 
the morevnto pity & compaſſion of them; and they do 
not onlynotceaſe tolovethem, bur alſo they are muci 
more carctull for their health & welfare, then for _ 
SQ 1 | WRC 
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which are not ſo diſeaſed. Soalfo God the moſt merci- 
fall Father of all fathers doth pardon our faults when 
he hath adopted vs for his children, therefore he will 
neyther drive vs out of dores though we be 'vaperteR, 
nor caſt our workes out of his {fight though they be 
ſtaynd with many ſpots. Hence is it that the ſcripture 
fayth in playne words, Though the righteous fall, (that 
is, though he {1nne thus or thus) yet he ſhall not be caſt P/4/:37-26 
off: Let the godly therefore remember, though they 
ſtumble and fall this way: or that way, that God remem- 
breth, and will not forſake his worke, ſo that God will 

finiſh the beginning of ſalvation which he hath be- 74.1.6. 
gun to worke in them, becauſe God loveth andaccep- 
teth both them and their workes. Therefore although 
God doe puniſh the finnes and tranſgreſſions of his 
children by ſundry wayes and: divers afHictions , yet 
doth hee not execute revenge vpon them in that ex- 
tremity, as hee doth vpon the reprobates , but vieth 
towards them a fatherly and milde chaſtiſement, as 
a moſt wholeſome medicine, whereof there is a moſt 
comfortable promiſe, Pſalme 89. verſe 31. and fo for- 


ward. 
Furthermore, ſeeing the workes of the godly are 


on #F vnperfe&, theyr obedience alſo which they perfourme 
jo # andyecld vato God muſt needs be vnperfect. Bur al. 
le. # thoughitbe ſuch, yet God not for any inward merit 
oe | and worthines of it, but for his owne grace and mer- 
n | cycs ſake, doth no leſſe approve and accept it, then if 


Ir it were altogether perfect, and abſolute in every poynt. 
d © As a father is contented with any indeavour of his 
hk | fonne, and requireth not of him an exact perfection of 
» | worke, ſo that hee ſee him obedient and dutifull from 
his heart, ſo God alſo doth not reic& the carneſt and 

; | - fincere tudy and endeavour of obedience in his chil- | 
| 


Q- dren, 
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dren, but God doth approve it as perfe& becauſe he 


eſteemeth an obedient will as a worke done : for thar 
cauſe hee doth accept and like of any care of obedi. 
ence, ſo that it be {incere and proceede from the heart, 
And albeit that care be defeQtive and vnperfeR, which 
in it ſelfe deſerveth rather to be reieed then favou. 
red, yet God doth beholdit with a mercifull counte. 
nance and fatherly love. This condition and circum. 
ſtance the Prophet £27alachy ietterh downe in playne 

Mal.3. x7. words, ſaying, They ſhall be vnto we (ſayth the Lord) 
in that day, for a flock , and 1 will ſpare them, as a mn 
ſpareth his owne ſonne that ſerveth him. As therefore 
a farher doth not require full and perfc& obedience 
of his ſonne, ſo likewiſe God doth not demaund ex- 
a&t and perie obedience of his children, but is con- 
tent with ſuch , as they for the meaſure of humane 
fraylety are able to perfourme : therefore whatſoever 
God promiſeth vnto the keepers of his lawe, that he 
will give them. This do the regenerateand godly ob- 
tayne and come vnto, not that theyr workes deſerve 
this in theyr worth and excellency , but becauſe the 
infinitenes of Gods goodnes and mercy hath ſo diſpo- 
ſed and appoynted it. 

To conclude, although the works and obedience of 
the godly be imperfe&, and cannot merit ſalvation, yet 
for all that they are not ynprofitable, nor to be left 
vndone : for they may be profitable for other ends, 
many of which are ordeyned for one thing . Heere 
therefore I ſuppoſe it very fit, and not vnprofitable,if 
T ſpeake ſomewhat largely and playnely concerning 
good workes, and that for the Papiſts ſake , who doe 
wholy corrupt, and quite overthrow the ve of theſe 
workes, as alſo of all the ſcripture beſide . But that 
theſe things beeing conteyned in a briefe ſummary; 
y an 


and ſet downe in a playne method, may the more or- 
derly be handled of me, and the more eaſily be vnder- 
ſtood of the reader, theſe three things ought to be con- 
ſidered, as markes ſet before vs. Firſt, what, and what 
manner of workes there be in this life, and whether 
the grace of God may be attayned and gotten by 
them or no. Secondly, ſecing that life evailaſting is by 
all meanes the meere and free gitt of God, why the 
ſcripture in many places doth promiſe a reward, and 
aſcribe ſalvation vnto them. Thirdly, why good workes 
are to be done, ſeeing ſalvation is by no meanes attay- 
ned by them, Tele 
That the firſt may rightly be vnderſtood, we muſt 
know,thatthe works of man,by reaſon of his divers con- 
dition, are diverſly tobeconfidered ; tor we muſt judge 
of the effect, by ho nature and condition of the cauje. 
If therefore there be a diverſity found in the cauſe, it 
ought likewiſe to be conf1dered in the effe; for one 
and the ſelfelame thing cannot be ſpoken and affirmed 
of divers matters, and of vnlike things the iudgement 
muſt likewiſe be vnlike. Therefore man as touching 
his nature, is wicked and vntoward, yca, and ſo wicked, 
that he is extreamely contrary vnto God, and his will : 
ſo that his workes alſo before regeneration muſt needs 
be evill. For from an evill cauſe, there can proceede 
and be expected nothing but- an evill effect, becauſe 
the effec differeth not from the cau'e : ſo that theſe 
workes are worthily reie&ted of God, as worthy of 
eternall death, and the puniſhment thereof, and bee- 
ing ſo reicted , are moſt juſtly condemned, becauſe 
they are extreamely contrary vnto the will of God. 
Thus man and his workes are ſo: contrary vnto the 
lawe of God, as that there can bee nothing more 


extreamely contrary. How then can man perfourme 
Qz any 
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any thing inthiseſtate of corruption and iniquity, which 
may be approved or acceptable vnto God , when as 
man in the corruption of his nature, and in all his 
thoughts and actions is an enemy vnto God, how can 
he deſerveany thing at Gods hands ? Therefore as man 
in this eſtate is wholy corrupt and evill, {o likewiſe 
doth he bring forth evill and corrupt workes, by which 
he can deſerve nothing elfe of God but eternall death, 
Bur heere the Papiſts with all their wit are out of the 
way, in that they fayne that there are certayne morall 
workes, which by their owne worth can make men 
oratious and acceptable vnto God, before they have 
bin regenerate and grafted into Chriſt by faith. And 
thoſe merits they call merits ex comerno, fo called, be- 
cauſe that (as they fay) by right and equity they de- 
ſerve ſome reward, which God by right is bound to re. 
pay them. If this were true, why then man bclike ſhould 


not be wholy infeed and corrupted with originall tin, 
" But man, as we have teſtimonyes inthe holy {cripture, 


is wholy infe&ted and corrupted with original] ſinne, 
therefore that idle fiction of the Papiſts is nothing clle 
buta meere invention ofthe Devill. Surely thoſe works 
which: proccede from any man before his regenera- 
tion, are every way foule and vely finnes, to which by 
right and equity there is no reward el{e:due, but one- 
ly everlaſting torment : But it goeth very well and 
fayrely with vs, if God doe not puniſh them in vs as 
they deſerve. Agayne, all thoſe workes of men, al- 
though they ſceme fayre and comely in the fight of 
man, yet if they be skanned according to the rule of 
Gods lawe, they will be found to be meere filth and 
ynfavoury pollution: And that as the Starres , which 
although they ſeeme moſt bright in the night time, 
yerat the arifing and prefence of the Sunne, they wy 
TON their 
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 theirbrightyes : ſo likewiſe thoſe workes of men, which 
inthe common view ſeeme to be right and beautifull, 
ſhall be manifeſt iniquity inthe fight of God ; fo, law- 
dable ſincerity heere, ſhall be greater yncleanenss there; 
and that which heere is approved as great glory, ſhall 
there be reteed as extreameſhame and reproach. Farre 
therefore be from vs thele faire-ſhewing and foule-mea- 
ning hipocrites, which cover the corruption. and wic- 
kednes that is wrapped vp inthe heart of man with a 
vayne flouriſh and fayned maske, and by their merits, 
which are worſe then extreame filthines, doe labour 
to. winne the favour of God, and to. make him be- 
holding vnto them . Surely it is without all doubt, 
that they doprovoke God moreand.moreby theſe their 
workes, ſeeing that they are execrable {innes. Agayne, 
they doe plucke vpon- their heads the more grievous 
indgement, and do aggravate theyr pyniſhment, inthat 
they thinke that theyr workes, whichzare, nothing elſe 
but damnable ſinnes,, . extreamely .conrrary .vnto-the 
lawe and will of God, are pleaſing vato God, and wor- 
thy of his favour, for by this meanes, asmuch as in 
them lyeth, they doas it were change Godintoa Devill, 
and make him the patrone of-{innes, to appoynt a-re- 
ward for them: therefore farre be froma Chriſtian mans 
heart all thoſe workes which are thus farre oppoſite v1- 
to the will of God, and condemned of him as meere 
offences. | 
Then after that God hath begun to renew men by 
the power of his ſpirit, of evill they become good, and 
that but in part onely, for the corruption of nature is 
but onely reftrayned' and. amended in ſome ſort, tor, 
(as is aforeſayd) theeleRare regenerate but impertect- 
ly in this life, therefore they.are notwholy good, and 
conformeable vnto the lawe of God: wheretore theyr 
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workesalſo canbe good but in part onely, and not per. 
fect, for there cannot be more in the effect, then there is 
im thecauſe, but whatſoever is in the effeR, that ſhall be 
in the cauſe'much more : therefore the workes of the 
godly are partly good, and partly evill. They are good, 
as they proceede from the operation and motion of the 
holy ſpirit, andare agreeable vnto the law of God. And 
they areevill, as they proceede from the fleſh and vnre. 
generatepart, and do declineandfſtray from the rule and 
obedience of Gods law. By this it manifeſtly appeareth, 
that no worke of man is ſo prayſe-worthy (as Auznitine 
fayth well) which is not defiled and ftayned with ſome 
blemiſh or other; 7 

\ Theſeworks deſervenothing atall toward the attaine- 
mentoffalvation, becauſe they are imperfe&, and ſtray 
and (warve very farre from the law of God. For the law 
requireth ſo great perfettion, as thatit condemneth the 
lealt thought of theleaſt ſinne, Agayne,vnperfect works 
(according vhto the Canonicalt rule which the Lawyers 
fo call) are as if they were not done ar all, for ſuchas the 
cauſeis,ſuchalſo muſt the effe@ needs be. Secing there- 
fore that the cauſeis vnperfeR;the effe& muſt needs fol. 
low'vnperfeR, for itwere extreame and ridiculous mad- 
nes to loke for a perfe& and durable worke, from an im- 
perfect and tranſitory cauſe, therefore theſe workes are 
proved and convinced to be vnperfe&,from their caule 
which is vnperfe&; ſothar if a man ſecke fora reward by 
them, he ſhall finde puniſhment, as Saint Auguſtine faith, 
tor man in theleaſt thing is notable to perfourme fo 
much as the lawe requireth, therefore he cannot be 
tought righteous, and acquited before God and be- 
tore his tuſtindgementſeare;'by the riterit ofhis owne 

vorks. Wo thereforevntothe life of men,even the molt 
commendable (as the lame Auznitine ſay th) if it hoon 
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be iudged according vnto the ſtrict rigor of the lawe 
without the mercy of God. Moreover, ſeeing theſe 
ou works proceed not from-mans ſtrength, but do 
ipring from the powerand grace of the holy ſpirit;man 
cannotdeſerve or get any thing by them, ſeeing they be 
not his owne,but the works of God, for man doth then1 
not of himſelf, but God doth worke them.in him.So that 
to do that which God commandeth, & toreceive thoſe 
things which he promiſeth,areboththe giftof God,and 
{oman' hath no merits of his. owne : therefore the free 
works of God fall not within the compas of mans merit, 
becauſe thoſe works are the effets of the holy ghoſt,and 
not the deeds of me proceeding from their own ſtregth, 
o- Therefore the Papiſts, in as muchas they hunt forfal- 
y vation by theſe works, are of all hunters the moſt yayne, 
for their labours and endeavours arcalwayes fruſtrate 


i + %.# 


without the grace of God. Therefore from- his heart 
doth he humble himſelfehefore God;rand in the griefe 
of his heart with mach lamenting doth he earneſtlypray 
againſt thoſe plagues-which he hath deſerved: alſo he 


Q 4 confeſleth 
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confeſſeth/his ſinnes which are many and grievous. and 
45 filentas concerning his. merits which are none at all, 
Such humbling of ones ſelfe is the exalting of God, 
{that is, he: which thinketh himſelfe ynworthy of the 
'orace of God, 'God'makerh him worthy, and exalterh 
him! to heaven. For an'vnfayned acknowledging and 
confeſſion of a mans own humility, hath the compaſſion 
of Godasaremedy prepared forit, as Augn#ine in one 
place ſpeaker: ſorrhat by how much a man is the'more 
weake in himſelte, by fomuch the more doth theLord 
ſuſtayne him.” Therefore a true confeſſion of theirowne 
impetfeRion, is the chiefeſtperfection of the godly,as is 
aforefayd+bur-they which with full and open mouth 
boaſt and'prayſe their owne worthines and ſtrength, are 
not regenerate at all, neyther do rightly knowe their 
owne ſinnes, nor humble themſelves before God, for 
then are men wont to humble themſelves” before him, 
when they ſeeand know theirowne corruption, 
> "Butifthey ſhall make an argument of contraryes, and 
conclude'thus : Evill works condemne; therefore good 
works fave, becauſethat contraryes have contrary conſe- 
quences:by coneluding thus they conclude nothing, 6& 
talkemuchtonoeffeR; becauſe theſe are not true con- 


- 


Sor are perfe&tly evil, but good works 
are bit 
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| of Salvation. an. 
exon equall. So that the obieRtion and concluſion 
' of them prooveth nothing atall, becauſe it is wholy ſo- 
iſticall and in no wiſeaccording to aSyllogiſme. And 
etit not trouble any man , that one and the ſelfe ſame 
worke is {ayd to be good and baddeat onetime: becauſe 
thereſpeR hath relation and reference vnto divers heads. 
Itis aydto be evill, in reſpect of the fleſh , from which 
itproceedeth : and it is fayd to be good in reſpe of the 
ſpirite, from whoſe motion it commeth. So that there 
isno-contradiction in this, becauſe good and badde may 
bein onething both at once, ina divers reſpect. And let 
theſe things ſuffice to be ſpoken of the firſt. 
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_ Secing the workes of the godly are here alwayes imperfect, 
” God doth aſcribe Salvation unto them, and calleth 


d i bis owne free gifts our reward. | Cuar. 31. 

d $ | | 

I NP” the ſecond thing remaynethto be handled in a 
F; , fer words, namely,why the Scripture doth aſcribe 


. | lifeandfalvationvnto imperfet and maymed workes; 

s | fecingthattheyallſoarethe free and vndelerved gift of 

1 | God; Hetetherefore we muſt know, that God dothof. _ 

- | tentimes calhisowne freegifts our rewards,not becauſe 

: they are due vnto our merits and good decds, but be. 

, F cauſethey areaddedasſuppliesvntothe graces thathave 

KK formierly beene beſtowed vpon vs. For to whom God 

| F hath vouchſafedhis Election, whichis the firſt grace, 
thoſe alſo doth he adorne and beautifie with all ether be- 

nefits which follow and depend thereof. So that whom 

he hath cho(en, beeing inducedthereunto by his owne 

mercy, thoſe alſodoth he iullifie by the free forgtvenes 


of 
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of theyr ſinnes, andbeing iuſtified; he calleth them , be; 
ing called, he regenerateth them zand being regenerate, 


he glorifieth them. With theſe benefites doth God en. 


rich and adorne his children, that nething may be wan. 
ting inthem vnto Salvation. And theſe are with ſuch 
an vnſeparable knotlincked one within an other, thathe 
which receyveth one of them, becommeth partaker of 
all the reſt. In this reſpect, theſe latter benefites are, after 
the viuallmanner -of the: Scripture, called the rewards 


and wapes of the former, not.in reſpe& of man that de. | 


ſerveth them, but in reſpe& of God that giveth them. 
Sothat God taketh occaſionto give theſe latter benefites 
vnto men, not forſuch or ſuch merits of theyrs , buttfor 
his owneiormer benefites which he-hath beſtowed and 
powred vpon them. Therefore the Schoole-men do in 
this poynt erregroſlely,in that they make theſe latter be. 
nefites to bethe rewards of mans merit,and that becaulz 
they have ved thoſe:former graces well and wilcly. 
Surely we muſt not deny;but thatGod doth reward the 


rightvſe of his gifts with greatergraces, but we multal- | 


| 5 
wayecs take heed, that mans merit bee not oppoſed vnto 


Gods bounty. So thatthe reward which God hath ap- 


Pointed vnto good workes, doth not depend vpon their 
perfection and worthinefle , but defcendeth from the 


greatneſſe. of Gods goodnefle, and from his bountiful 


liberality. Therefore (as Angutine inone place (pea- 
kethyerywell) God crowneth not our merits , but his 
own giftsin vs. Therfore whatſoever reward is given vI- 
tour good deeds, itismuchrather in recard of vn deſer- 
ved grace, then of a deſerved reward. For the infirmity 
ofthe fleſh , hinderethvs, thatwe cannot merit grace & 
cy om life. Thereforealobedience which we yeeld 
vnto /God, deſerveth'not-theworth of an hayre. For 
which cauſe no rewarde can bee appoynted vnto po 
i | VOIKCS, 
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workes, as dueby deſert or equity. 
' And whenas God calleth his free gifts our rewards, he 
ſeemeth to put on the perſon of man , and as a Father to 
make much of 'vs,'to whomnothing is pleaſing but re- 
ward, and thinketh not much, as it were,to makea cove. 
rant with vs. He ſurely for his part , doth not onely not 
owevsany thing ; but on the contrary!, holdeth vs all 


boundand indebted vnto him, and ſo bound, as that we 


& F arenotableto pay the leaſt part. Agayne, when as God 
c {} aſcribeththat vnto the godly,beyond their deſert, which 
1. F hegiveth freely, he ſheweth how acceptable & wel-plea- 
5 Þ fing,afincere indevourto live well, is vnto him. There- 


" F forebythis termeof reward, he doth inflame and ſtirre 
1 | them vp vnto the greaterſtudy ofgodlineſſe,ſo that they 
! FF imploy themſelves wholy in his ſervice. Therfore there. 
- | ward isnot promiſed and given vnto the godly for their 
' | meritordeſert,but for the vndeſerved favour of God:o. 
therwiſe, the moſt abſolute obſerving of the law , could 
not deſerve the leaſt reward, For God hath all mankind 
| every way ſo bound and indebted vnto him, that he may 
rightly chalenge for his owne , whatſoever proceedeth, 
as wel from each man in particular,as from all men in ge- 
nerall. Agayne, the righteouſnes and holines of the law 
of God, is fo great , that even the moſt perfect miſlerh 
much, and commeth farre ſhort of it in this life. Foras 
heleaveth vadone many things which he ought to have 
done, ſo he doth many things which he ſhould have left 
vndone. Agayne, among thoſe good workes which hee 
doth, the fleſh alwayes mixeth ſome evill. Ando the 
good workes of the beſt are partly imperfect and evill. 
If therefore they ſhould bee examined and weighedin 
themſelves and by themſelves, in tlie tuſt ballance of the 
Lawe of almighty God, beeing defiled and p»lluted 
with theyr owne vncleannefle, filthineſſeand wa 4 
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they will be found much more vile and vnſavory in the 
ſighr of God, then-any leprofie by the vncleanneſſe 
thereof can beenſightly and abominable in the fight of 
men. This Eſayas doth.conteſle freely of himſclfe, and 


xſ«. 646, other religious worſhippers of God, ſaying, We areal 


Us 45 an vncleant thing, and all our righteouſneſſe as a filthy 
and mo#t vile cloth. Here rhe Prophet, although hee had 
profited much inthe matter of godlineſle , and inthe 
worſhip of God,yet he confefſeth,thathe is infeedand 
polluted with many and filthy {innes. It the workes of 
ſo great a Prophet were defiled with ſinne , as withthe 
yncleanneſle of leprofie , what ſhall wee thinke of our 
owne:works, which are in no ſort tobee compared with 
his? Certaynely , hee is altogether vncleane, that ſecth 
not his owne vncleannefle, But the more holy thata 
man is, the moreallo doth he confeſle and acknowledge 
' hisowne pollutionand vncleannefle,as the exampleand 
confeſſion of the Prophet doth manifeſt and declare. So 
thatno- man can'be certayne of the free pardon and 1c. 


miſſion of his ſ{innes, except by aſound fayth and ſtcad. + 


faſt aſſurance he dorelye vpon the ſole and meere good- 
neſſe of God.,and conſider with himſelfe, and deteſt his 
owne umperiefion,and manifold finnes. For God doth 
nothing bythehalfes. Therefore hee hath determined, 
eyther to ſave him wholy,, orels is ready to condemne 
him wholy.. So thatworkes , if they bee conſideredin 
themaſclves,and without mercy,are worthy to be caſt to- 
gether with-men, into everlaſting torments. t 
- Here the Papiſts do agayne betray theyr owne grolſe 
. <6 or obſtinate malice, in that they dreameand 

larcafhrme, that the workes of the Saynts are not onely 
every way pertcct in this life, but alſo more exact then 
thelawof Godrequircth, to which God oweth Life: 
verlaſtingandSalyation. Andthoſe works they call by3 
W913 | new 


ba 


OR ES NS s-3i 7 anda a a Ms wendy HA nh Lon 1 


ESE OFT I 2 MS 
«OO 1 OSS 00 ot WE a As 
DET IA ing FS v5, 
SO fe FE ME; 


of Satuvation. 237 


new found name, merits ex condieno, to which, rewards 
aredue, and ought to be payd, even forthe worth of the 
worke, according vnto therule of Iuſtice. So theſe will 
havethe works of the godly to be altogether perfe&t in 
this life, and wholy agreeable vnto the Law of God , lo 
thatthey may by theyr inward vertue, deſerve the grace 
of God asa reward. For ſo they makean equalitie be-: 
tweene thoſe works and life eternall;ſo that God ſhould 

be bound by right to-yeelda reward vnto them. This i- 

of F magination of the Papiſts is vayne and fond s becauſe 
 F thatbond in which God firſt bound himlelfe, is notme. 

i F ntorious of the leaſt reward, but dependeth wholy vpon 

 F the promiſe and mercy of God. Butthe works of the 

, godly in this life, are vnperfect, and onely but begunne; 
e 

] 

) 


therefore there cannot be in them ſuch forceand power, 

as that by them, the ſinnes of the godly, ſhould be made 

a tneanes for, and putaway,and the graceof God artay- 

ned, as theſe would have it. Therefore this obligation ot 

- | bond,wherein Godis bound,cannotbe prooved topro- 
# ceed from the worth of theyr works; and ſothis equa- 
lity, which they have forged and drawne out of theyr 
owne brayne, is altogether voyd. So 70% being regene. 

rate, ſayth moſt trucly , and confefleth his owne imper- 
fection and frailty, when he fayth ; 1f 1 would initifie my 
ſelfe,mine'vrne month ſhall condemne me : if 1 ſhall ſay 1 am 
perfect, he (hall indge me wicked. Let every man therefore 
confeſſe and acknowledge that he is vnperfect , thathee 
may have paſſageand entrance vntothe mercy of God. 
Farre therefore bee the name of pertetionand righte- 
ouſneſſe from thoſe works,which by Gods owne mouth 
are convinced to be full of pollutionand vncleannefſe. 
They adde yet further , that-they are able to pertorme 
and doe more and better workes then the Law prelcri- 

beth and commandeth, forwhich cauſe they terme them 

very 
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very impudently, the workes of Supereroration. And in 
thele they do not onely put much confidence , but alſo 
doaſcribetheprayſe of theyrrighteouſneſſe vnto them, 
and do placeno fmal part of their glory in them. By this 
vayne& wicked fhi&tion,they do offend moſt gricvouſly, 
Firſt,in that they dare fayne, that theſe workes are who- 
ly conſonant vnto rhe law'of God , yea, more abſolute 
then the law it {elfe,and ſtick notto vaunr and thruſt our 
theſe fayned works vnto Godand the Church. as if they 
were trueand very works indeed. Secondly,in that they 
arenot afrayd by theſe workes to dimme the glory of 
God, and tro makethe merir of Chriſt of none etc. 
Laſtly, io thatthey are not aſhamed to put and attribute 
thatconkdenceand glory, vnto theyr exccrable wicked. 
nefle and great offences, which is dueand proper oncly 
to God andthe merit of Chriſt. Butthe Sonne of God 
doth altogether oyerthrow & batter downe theſe works 
of the Papiſts, as well thoſe of Swpercrozation,as thoſeot Þ} 
Congruity ; inthe Evangelift Saynt-Zyke. For heelayth Y. 
flatly vnto his Apoſtles, When ye have done all that is com- 
manded you, ſay, we are vnprofitable ſervants, we have done 
that which was our duty to doe. Therefore let that mot 
vainedreame of the Papiſtes , and manifeſt invention of 
the divell, with great dereſtation be hifſed out of doores, 
and condemned vntothe pit of hell, becauſe it doth de- 
rogate fromthe glory of God, and hazardeth the fayth 
of the godly. Butletthe godly ſeriouſly acknowledge, 
and vnfaynedly confefſe theyr owne imperfeRion, that 
they may be clothed and crowned with true perfection 
and the glory of Chriſt, by the Sonne of Godin his 
bleſſed comming.But the works ofthe Papiſts,by which 
— they boaſtthemſclves and make ſuch a ſhew, are chiefely 
$ theſe: to interpretthe whole Scripture of God wickedly 
U- and frowardly, and wrelt it into'a contrary ſenſe: to adde 
(43's many 
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many hurtfull opinions vnto it,and to take many whole- 
ſome things from it, and fo to call in queſtion the whole 


n, F Scripture: to heape vp idolatry and innumerable ſuper- 
flitons without meaſure or end : to waver vp and down 


the goodnelle of God, and merit of Chriſt witha ſtag- 
gering fayth : and to deſpayre of Salvation : to commit 
whoredome without feare or reſpe&,in the contempt of 
Matrimony,ſo that they feare notto exerciſe theyr moſt 
filthy luſtes, and commit execrable wickednes. Theſe 
are the principall works of the Papiſts, in which they 

chiefely exerciſeand weary themſelves, fothat they call 

them heretikes which refuſe to commirthe like thinges 

with them, and periecute them with moſt exquiſite tor- 

ments and puniſhments, vntilby ſome meanes or other 
they have taken them out of the way, 

And whereas God in many places of the Scripture, 
doth promiſe a reward ynto the works of thegodly, hee 
doth it not, as if the works by theyr worth and dignity 
- JF deſerved any thing ; but as a good Father he applyeth 
| himſelfe to the affections & deſires of his childre. For he 
knowweth, that men are thus affected ; that they will take 
paines forno man freely , but that they looke for ſome 
reward from him for whom they labour : and fo,that he 
might make his children diligent and obedient in his ler- 
vice,he calleth his owne free gifts and vndeſerved bene- 
fites beſtowed vpon them, by thename of a Reward. 
Therefore God ſetteth the title of a Reward befors his 
benefites, not to that ende to obſcure the prayſe of his 
bounty,orany way to diminiſh it, but to encourage his 
children,and make them more willingand ready to the 
fincere ſtudy of obedience. And fo that hee might give 
them the more encouragement tolive innocently,he ca- 


ſteth that vpon their workes , which is proper to his 
| owne 


likeareed by vnbeleefe : to doubt and be vncertayne of * 
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owne free goodnefſe and mercy. So that whatſoever 
God promuleth or performeth vnto the workes of the 
Sayntes, he doth it not forthe perieionand worthines 
of them, but becauſe he hath uſtified them , and perfu. 
med them with the {weete ſayour of his grace, For hee 
iuſtifieth theyr workes, and cleafeth them from all the 
ſpots, wherewith they are defiledand polluted. So that 
hegiveth areward vnto them , notas they are vnperfe 
in themſelves, and do ſavourof the fleth,but becauſe by 
his grace he doth account them iuſt and righteous. By 
 thisitis more cleerely apparant , then the light at mid. 
day., that the reward which, God promiſcth vnto the 
workes of the: godly, isnot to be referred vnto the merit 
of man,but ynto the benchteof God. Therefore whom- 
ſocyer God pardoneth,tothoſeallo doth he giveand be. 
ſtow the ſpirit of holinefle and righteouſncſle,by which 
they areccleanſed and made ltudious of good workes, 
Therefore for this cauſcare the godly and theyr workes 
wel-pleaſing and acceptable vnto God; becauſe he doth 
beholdand acceptthem and theyr works, together with 
his ownegitts of the ſpirit. Agayne, hee doth appoynt 
ſure and great rewards vnto- his children , that ſo hee 
_—_ caleand aſlwage all the troubles , all the injuries | 
and reproaches to \which they eſpecially are ſubic&, and 
with which-theyare afflicted in this life, as in a miſerable 
and forrowfull exile. So that the promiſe of a reward 
 dothcontayneagreatmeaſureof themercy of God,and 
doth exclude all worthinefſe of workes. Otherwile,it 
God would ſiftand examine the workes of -his.children, 
as they arc inthem{elves, according vnto the rule of 115 
law, ſurely there could natbe foundamong all mankind 
one worke , though performed of the very beſt, whici 
might feeme worthy of the leaſt reward. Here therefotc 
we.mulſt aeyther'dreameof any relation betweene ine 
3 CIT rewa 
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- rewardand che merit, nor yet of any recompence that 
ſhouldbedue vnto vs. 
{+ Moreover, if any mortall man could be found, which 
had moſt-pertcdly fulfilled thelaw in every reſpe&, or 
could fulfill it,yer could he deſervenothing for himſclte 
thereby,nor iuſtly aske any rewardat Gods hands for it: 
becauſe he hath performed that onely vnto him, which 
bythe right of creation he was bound to performe vnto 
him. -Wherefore, alchougha man ſhall doe all thinges 
which are commanded him; yethe isto be counted as 
an ynprofitable ſervant, becauſe hee hath done but that 
which he ought to doe, & cannotintereſtor intitle him- 
felfvntoany thing from God therby.So that they are all 
tobe condemnedof intollerable pride, andextreamear- 
rogancie, which fay, that they that they can deſerve any _ 
thing at Gods hands, for the worthineſſe of rheyr owne 
workes. For Godin this matter hath no reſpect of any 
meritand ivorthineflſe of ourowne, bur 1s alrogether a 
free debter. Sothatvntothe godly , which ſtand fayth- 
fully , and fight'manfully vnder his banners, God is 
made a debter , not by receyvingany thing of them, 
whereby he ſhould be Comedians them: butby promt- 
ſing them that which pleaſed him. Thus the godly are 
they which ſay vnto God ,. Thou art indebted vntovs, 
becauſe thou haſt promiſed : and the wicked are they, 
which ſay vnto God ; Thou art indebted vnto vs, be- 
cauſe we havegiven vnto thee, as _Auguitine [peaketh. g.,u.16. 
Therefore all god works which the regenerate and the -/336. 
godly doe; are not workes that deſerve any thing, buto- 
bedicnce,which is duevato God,by the right of creati- 
onand redemption. :* v» | 
. - Agayne, although the Scripturein ſome places doe 
ſeeme to aſcribe ſalvation and life eternall vnto good 
works, this isnotſoto be taken -1 if they werethe m_ 


ROY . 


Luk17.19. 


6 6 - T *_ - . eur har bds. -..oxodah _—__ " A \., ._ 
© Hae nag c WET TEE FE, ATE OT be ATE] Ef | wu RIA, ag; ATE x Bs 
& SERVES, PREY, CR ion SE D- $ SINE Ee 6. tt... EYE ava nds ps PROD 
+ CN 3 £50 IR, Pr SR RO Ws IR lf MN NES = Th MS ; PE 


and proper cauſe of Salvation ; but becauſe they from 
whom ſuch works doe proceed are iuſtified through the 


- meritof Chriſt, and regenerate by the holy Ghoſt, and 


Cape 2535+ 


renewed vntoa diligent care of religion,and to the brin. 
ing forth of good workes. Secondly', theres ſhewed 
from the effects of Iuſtification , what are the partsand 
exerciſes oftrue and vnfayned religion. So the Sonne 
of God in S.c Matthew, afcribetheternall life vnto good 
works,not becauſe thoſe works dodeſerve life cternall, 
but becauſe they are'certayne meanes, by which God 
bringerh his! children into the heavenly inheritance. 
So Chriſt wil teach vs,that this heavenly lite 8 ſalvation 
is appoynted-and promiſed onely vnto' them, which 
witha ready and vndaunted ſpirit give themſelves vnto 
ood workes, and ſtrive dayly vnto the'price of theyr 
bigh Calling. Thus the Scripture ſetterh forth true faith 
by thatwhich followeth , namely, by good workes and 
the fruitethercof, and ſheweth certayne tokens , where- 
by men thatareiuſtified and regenerate may bee dilcer- 
ned. Hetherappertayneall ſuch like places of Scripture, 
which ſceme to attribute Salvation vnto the workes of 
men. So fayth-is not defyned byithe cauſes , from that 
whichgoeth betore,butis onely deſcribed by the effects 
fromthatwhich followeth aftcr.' Let theſe thus ſuffice 
to be ſpoken of the ſecond thing. Now the third thing 
remayneth to be handled,” _ 
. Firſt, here is tobe noted, that wee reie&t not the good 
workes which God comimandeth;, and the law ſetteth 
downe, as certayne popiſh divines with theyr lying lips 
doeſlaundervs: butweadmithere a wiſe and neceſſary 
diſtinRtion ; becauſe that they are not to be doneto that 
purpoſe, thatbythem thieiuſticeof God might be fatil- 
fied, andSalvationattayned.  Forthis were nothing cb, 
bur to. deny the merite of Chriſt, to mocke mm_ 
Lit [F-z 4dc 
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ſeade men out of the true way to Salvation, ſeeingthere 
isnone to be found that can performe perfe& workes, 
and agreeable vnto the Law of God. So that concer- 
ning workes ,. this is the controverſie and manifeſt diffe. 
rence betweene vs and the Papilts : For they admit, and 
defend workes to bee the ſs of grace ; but wee em. 
brace them as the cffectes of grace. Andthey haveno 
ground for theyr opinion, butonely theyr moſtvayne1- 
maginations ;. but wee for our opinion have the mouth 
of God himſelfe, and the whole Scripture, as the onely 
moſt faythfull teacher. Moreover , wee ſeparate good 
workes from juſtifying,and not fromthe party iuſtified: 
but they place them as well intheatof ey an » as iN 
the perſon iuſtified, We dothis tuſtly, becauſe man can 
bee juſtified by no other meanes, nor acquited of his. 
fins but by the ——_ free mercy of God,and meritc £4 4-12. 
Chriſt alone. But the Papiſtes doe vniuſtly, becauſeall 
and each of thoſe works, which they bragge of, and the 
Monckes dreame of, are rather an hinderance then a fur- 
therance-'ynto iuſtification. Therefore thoſe workes 
which follow a iuſtified man,& flow from true fayth,are 
wholy tobe embraced,and done,as farre as mans;weake- 
neſſe can performe. Theſe workes are neceſſary vnto e- 
very Chriſtian', becauſe they cannot be ſeparated from 
true fayth. For-on whomſoever God doth beſtow and 
inſpire fayth by his ſpirite, throughthe word; himalſo 
doth heerenew ,, and make willing and fitte for the per- 
formance of good workes : ſo that workes doe follow 
fayth, as the effets doe follow the cauſe. And as effects 
cantiot be ſeparated fromthe cauſe, ſoneyther can good 


workes from fayth. 


hy — 


pea 


144 T he golden Chayne 


Here by evident reafons & ſhewed, how great, both publike 
 apd private commodities doe flow from the fHadow 
care of good works : And the vnſavory ſlaunders of the 
Papiſts, (which ſay that good workes are reiected by the 
Protettants )are refuted. Cuapr, 32. 


Ndwhy theſe good works ſhould be done, the rea. 

ſons which follow in order, will declare. Amongſt 

theſe realons, ſome appertayne vnto God, ſome vnto 

our {clves,& ſome vnto our neighbour. Therefore good 

works ought chiefely to be done for Gods cauſe : tor he 

Pſ«l.37-29 commandeth that wethould depart from evill and doe 

go00d. So thatfirſt ofall,good works are to be done, be. 

cauſe God will haye itſo,thatin this life we ſhould begin 

our new obedience thatis duevnto him, and finiſh it in 

the life to-come.'Wearenotleftvnto our owne ſelves,to 

do what ſeemeth good in our owne eyes;butit (tandeth 

vs vpon todo his will, vader whoſe juriſdiction weare, 

Hence it is, that Chriſtin S. 70h» ſayth , Thu is my com- 

$15.12. 734anaement , that yee love one another, as I have loved you. 

This therefore is the chicfeſtend}, to obey God and his 

commandements : for God is glorified by a godly lite, 

and an holy converſation. Forhethar liveth godly , ho- 

noureth God, becauſe hee performeth obedience vnto 

him,and expreſſeth and reſemblerh his image,and giveth 

Mar. 5 1% occaſion that others may glorifieGod alſo. On the con- 

trary, they which livea diffolute and an vngodly life, do 

diſhonour God : for albeit they prayſe him with theyr 

lippesand tongue , yet by theyr wicked deeds, and vn- 

godly life, they ſpeakeevill of him, thonugh- they keepe 

lenceand ſay nota word. Secondly , good workes arc 

tobeedone forthe Goſpels ſake; that it may be beauti- 

fied and adorned with good manners, and vertuous -" 
Sx. LA | hone 
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| devours and holy workes itis brought to paſſe; that/the 
doQrine'of the Goſpel is approved and well ſpoken of 


bythis meanesarcallured to the imbracing of the Gol- 
pel.” Further, good worksare tobe donefo? the cauſe of 
ourthanketalneſle, for itisa inſt and equall thing, that 
we ſhould loveand prayſehim, by whom weare redee- 
med from the power of ſinneand of the divell ; and of 
whom we have receyved,and dayly doreceyve ſo-many 
. benefites : which cannot be done, without a puremind, 
an holy life,and chaſt body : For an impure and wicked 
life is rather the diſhonourtng then prayſing of God. A- 
gayne, as weare iuſtified by fayth through the grace of 
God and merit of Chriſt , and freely made heiresof the 
heavenly kingdome; fo alſo by a carefull defirs of good 
works we ought dayly and continually to ſhew & mani- 
feſt our ſelves to be thankfull vato God torſo greata be- 
nefit. Theſe arethe reaſons, why good workes are to bee 
done for Godsſake. | 
Now the rgg{ons follow, why they are to be done 
for our owne ſake. Firſt therefore we ought todo good 
workes, becauſe they areſureand vntallible ſtgnes ofour 
fiith: For as the tree cannot be knowne what manner 
of one it is, but by the fruites thereof, fo allo is faith 
knowne by a godly and holy life. For although faith 
hath her ſecret abiding inwardly in theheart, yet there 
it remayneth not idle, but bringeth forth good workes 
outwardly, and ſhewethit ſelfe vnto men. So that where 
honeſt actions and 2 godly converſation is, andappea- 
reth in the outward worke, there mult true faith needs 
be likewiſe : for diffimulation 8& hipocriſy doth not lon 
deceive and keepe itſelfe cloſe. Therefore, in whole 
R 3 minde 
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honeſt acions.- For a godly and blameleſſe life is an _ 
honor and ornament vnto:the Goſpel. So bygodly'en. 


among the adverſaries. For often it hapneth, thar they - 
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246 The golden Chayne 
mindeſoeyer, a ſincere care and deſire todo good dixet. 
leth, let him know, that he hath true fayth, For withour 
fayth there raignethin man no care nor deſire, butone. 
ly howtoſfinne, On the contrary, fayth is exerciſed and 


a.Pee. 1.10 ſtrengthened by good workes, 1o that continually by 


" &.Tim, 1.6, 


Fplie{ 4 1. 


dayly increaſe it 1s augmented and groweth greater, 
Therefore: Pau! admoniſheth Timothy, to ftirre vp the 
gifeof God thatis in him,, that it might encreaſe more 
and-more,, and make larger proceedinges. Allo , itis 
{cemely, fora man to adorneand garniſh his lifeandcal. 
ling with holy and religious. manners. Therefore the 
Scripture admonitherh and exhorteth, that every one 
ſhould fo walke,as beſeemerh'the Calling wherewith he 
iscalled. Likewiſe,temporall puniſhments are often a. 
voyded by good workes.:; For where ſfinncs are commit. 


ted and heapedVp with 'a ſtrong/hand, there alſothe 
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iudgemcgts of Godagainſt them ſleepeth nor. For that 
tree which bringeth forth no fruite , is wont to be cutte 
downe, and caſt into the fire : by which ſaying weeare 
taught, that puniſhment is an vnſeparable companion 
of an yngodly life. For the more ſecurely that man (in- 
neth, the more ſeverely God puniſhet 
Laſily,by the ſerious and {incere ſtudy of good wotls, 
the goods, both of the body. and of the ſoule are aug- 
mented. .For tae morcearneſtly that a man giveth him. 
ſclftevnto godlineſle , and {trivethwaro.intcgritic , the 
more1s his corruptand finfull nature amended, and hee 
the more renewed vnto the image of God. For this 
cauſethe Prophets and Apoſtles doe ſo greatly cxhort 
andvrge menvntoall godlineſfe and innocency of lite. 
Likewiſe, good workesare very. profitableand mucha- 
vayleable rotheattaynement of proſperity, in this life. 
For God ſufferethnotthat his children ſhould languiſh 
BO Pg eopfumodayul grant, Of which ching, 
Sb: * ; Incre 


of Salvation. : If 
therearemany teſtimonies of Scripture extantin divers 
places , wherein hee promiſeth' many and ſundry good 
turnes 8& rewards vnto thereligious worſhippers of him: 
Of which we may reade © Aofes his bookes. Surely ſuch 7er.28, 
likepromiſes are like ſo many heavenly ſpurs, by which 
allandevery one is pricked on to the doing of good: as 
itthe Prophets and Apoſtles ſhould collect & conclude , ,.,,, . ; 
thus; Whatlſoever things have the promiſes of this life 
and of that which is to come;they ought to be thought 
vpon, and to be doneaboveall things. But the works of 
godlineſſe have the promiſes of this life, and thatwhich 
15 to.come ; therefore thoſe works aboveall things ought 
to be thought vpon and done. In this world,God giveth 
vato the godly, ſome taſte of his goodneflein temporal 
bleſſings, that by ſuch a taſte, hee might allureand wher 
them on moreand more, vnto the deſire of heavenly 
things. S. Paul having reſpe& vnto this, writeth vnto T7: r.7im. 4.8. 
mothy, that goalineſſe is profitable unto all things , and hath | 
thepromiſei of this life and thelifeto come. By this ſaying 
he doth ſtirre vpall the godly vntotrueand ſincere reli. 
gion, for the great goodnes ſake of God, inas much as 
Gaduttercrh gothing to be wanting vnto them which 
love the wayes of God. Therefore Pawl ſetteth downe 
godlines alone, tobethe beginning & accompliſhment 
ofan happy and proſperous life;as if he ſhould ſay,who- 
ſoever attaineth vnto true godlinefleindeed, poſleſſerh 
God himſclfe, andall good things de attend ypon him, 
and the Scripture requireth nothing elsat his hands.See- 
ing therefore that faith is nouriſhed by good works, that 
the holy ſpirit is cheriſhed in man, and that God is moo- 
ved & ſtirred vp vnto a larger meaſuredt liberality,cvery 
man ſhould dayly take heed that the tranſitory things of 
this world do nothinder the ſtudy and courſeof godli- 
neſſe. So the godly and holy men, by giving themſelves 
| R4 : dayly 
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dayly vnto good works , and by ſerving God faythfully 
are the lightsof the wotld. Foronthe one ſide, by the 
200d works that they doe, they doe ct forthand further 
the glory of God , and doeadorne his Goſpell, anden. 
large itvnto others ; on the other {ide they doe mutual. 
ly edifie and benefite. both themſelves and others toge. 
ther with them. Therefore good workes are precious 
oyntments, which ſend forth their ſavour farre and wide 
vnto others, and doe allure them vnto it by the pleaſint 


odour; whoſe wounds 1t cureth and healeth like balme: 


and thus much of this matter, 

Now wee mult brietely runne over the reaſons, why 
g00d workes are to be done, for our neighbours ſake, A 
Chriſtian man oughtnotonly to thinke 0n,and be care. 
tullof thoſethings thatare his owne , butalſo on thoſe 
thinges which doe concerne his neighbour For what 
good thing foevera man receyveth of God , hee ought 
nottoſuppreſſeand conceale them in his owne power, 
asit he mightenioy them alone ; but is bound to ſtretch 
andenlarge them further, ro the benefiting of others. 
And fo hethould endevour himſfelfe to be profitable vn- 
to his neighbour, notonely by good counſell and other 
remporall commodity, but much rather by a good and 
godly-example of life ; that he may eyther be more fur- 
tactedand edified intrue fayth, or converted vnto the 
fayth and continued therein, For this-often is effected 
bya godlylife and an honeſt 'converfation , that men 
whichare altogether encmics of the Goſpel,are conver: 
red ynto the love and liking thereof. So that the very in- 
tidels by agodly ſpeech,or by one good worke and holy 
cxample or other, aregayned to'Chriſt , anddo attayne 
falvation. Agayne , good works ought tobe done, leſt 
others beeing offended with ſuch or ſich faults ſhould 
ſtart backe from the love of the Goſpel, or ſhould bee 

diſcouraged 
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| the Goſpell is ſuch as their manners are which profeſſe 


 and'eſchew the Goſpel. For they which profeſſe and 
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diſcouraged from embracing it : for they thinke that 


it, for the world is wont to meaſure all religion by the | 
manners of mien. If then the profeſſours of the Goſpell 6 
be holy and without blame, then do they commend 
and prayſe the Goſpell it ſelfe. But if they live wickedly 
after this or that ſort, theyr mindes are changed, and 
they diffallow and reiect the Goſpell, which certaynely 
ought. not to be fo. For the Goſpell doth nor depend 
yponthis or that event, or vpon any manners of men, 
but ypon God himſelt,and hath authority from it owne 
nature: ſo that the Goſpell is holy, and remayneth true, 
yea, though the whole world ſhould abandon itſelfe 
vnto the committing ofall manner of wickednes, and 
ſhould with one conſent condemne the whole worſhip 
of God together with the Goſpell vnto hell and veter 
darkenes , notwithſtanding they which live wickedly 
and diflolutely, are infetious, and bring affared deſtru- 
ion both to themſelves and others. So a wicked and 
prophane life is nothing elſe but a ſhame and reproach - 
of true religion,and of the Goſpell:andnot only fo, but 
alfo it giveth matter and occaſion vnto others to skorne 


embrace that, have after a ſort the name of God en- 
oraven in their forcheads. As often therefore'as they do 
wickedly,ſo often do they by their vncleanenes diſgrace 
the very face of God, and make his bleſſed Goſpell a 
reproach and laughingſtock vnto others. And all they 
worke wickednes, and live vngodly, not-onely which rem.2.24. 
commit evill, and things that are forbidden of God, but 
alſo which neglet good, and things commaunded by 4 
God,;both which God hath decreed to puniſh. For the = 
Lord fayth in Mathew, 1 thirHed, and yee gave me not to Hat25.35 
arinke, and ſo forth. - ps 
| Theſe 
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_ - "Theleatethechiefeſtends for which good works are 
to be done, for all they are fo neceſſary foraman of 1 
22.25.42. ripeage, that without them notone can enter into eter. 
 nalllite: not that they are the cauſes of ſalvation, for of 
it there is not, neyther can be any other cauſe but the 
merit of: Chriſt alone, and Gods onely jgoodnes. A. 
49H men arereconciled vnto God,and iuſtifyed be. 
fore they have done auy good workes : for firſt, theyr 
ſinnes are forgiven and pardoned them. Secondly, the 
Holy Ghoſt, by which they-are renewed vnto anew 
life, and to_the doing of good workes, is given vnto 
them. So that in the otder of nature, iuſtification doth 
goe before the renewingoftman, and the perfourming 
of: 900d workes. Therefore the Papiſts which ſecke for 
iuſtification- by -good workes ,'doe make a cauſe of the 
effect, and change the cauſe into the effect. Burt good 
workes are neceſſary, vnto; men of ripe age, as certayne 
meanes withqut which -men. catinot attayne'ynto al. 
vation ; for-God doth acquite-and iuſtifie man freely, 
Epheſ.2.10. but he will not haveman toabuſc his grace by vngodly 
living: therefore he hath ordeyned good workes for 
men, that they ſhould walke in| them; Agayne, in the 
laſt iydgement of the whole world, be will pronounce 
cyther the ſentence-of-condenination'or ſalvation ac- 
cording to-theyr workes,, ſo that none ſhall then be 
ſaved except he be endued and clothed with good 
.-. By allthis it appeareth manifeſtly with what an vn- 
juſt and vndeſerved {lander-the Papiſts do accuſe and 
backbite vs among the rude. and ignorant common foit 
of men, when with open-and impudent mouth they 
cry out vpon,vs,thatwe deſpiſe and rcie& good works, 
+++, Whenas they rather are- they. whichdo this; for they 
retet and deſpiſe thoſe workes which arc acceptable 

AY at 


of Salvation. + | 251 
and wellpleaſing'vnto' God, and out of theyr owne 


brayne do forge and. invent warkes of their owne, by 
which they-ſay, they can preventand deſerve the grace 
of God, With: theſe fayned workes they vaunt them- 


ſelves, vnto the rude and fimple, that they canatrayne 


vnto glory. by them. : but ſeeing they have nor true 
e. workes which -proceede from the:renewing: of grace; 
yr oratthe leaſt do not'teach; the right vic of trueworkes; 


he they loſe theyr glory; with God. And heere an end of 
w theſe things,thus ſpoken brictely as by the way,concer- 


0 ning good workes. Now returne we vnto the further 
h handling of regeneration, : | 1) 2 0 19m 
S WERE : ERROR GR 7 0 
Jy £44 2 EE | 

e lthough the regeneration of the godly be unperfect, 
1 | and but onely begun in this life, yet it is fo) neceſſary 
. +1, to every Chriittan, as that without it not one can 


te ſaved. Secondly,although it be unperfe?, yet it ts 
ever at an end. Laſtly, it is declared by the ſcrip- 
ture unto whom regeneration hapneth. Cnxpl33. 


—- 


—_— 


A Lthough regeneration be: vnperfec, and be but 
onely begun in this life, ſo thatthe godly can never 
indeed andinactperfourme ſomuch as inwill they are 


prelt todo, yet nevertheleſk itisſo neceſſary vntoevery; ,,,,., .. 


one, that without it no man can attaynevnto ſalvation. 
Forthe generation of every oneis condemned in Adam, 
as in the common father of vsall : for which cauſe, as 


Auguitine layth, every one thatis begotten:is. condem-i7-m.rs, 
ned;excepthe be begotten againe. Therefore the ſcrip--336- 


ture ſayth playnely and abſolutely; that no man can fee 


the kingdome of God,except he be borne againe: their ,,,, 2.2. 


vnto his image; For maſt inhis natute-iszwholy cor- 
7, Þ rupted, 


eyes onely ſhall ſee God, which have bene renewed ac.12.14- 


Epheſ.4.18. 


Rom.7. I6, 
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rupted, anda ſtranger from God; and from the life of 
God, and finne doth-wholy poſlefie him. By this itis 
cleere enough, how neceflary-regeneration is;and ancyy 
creature in Chriſt Iefus. Moreover, although repenera. 
tionin'thislite be very fmalland vnpertect continually, 
yet by the holy ſpirit-itis-made fogreat in the ele, ax 
thatthe&'power of ſinne is reſtraynedand weakened in 
them, thatit beareth not the whole ſway, nor raigneth 
and ruleth at large. So that, although the godly and the 
regenerate doe tall now and then 'into ſuch or ſuch 
finnes,yer they never finne withall their mind, and with 
their whole will, but do fo refiſtthe corruption of na- 
ture, that they never fully approve, and do that which it 
perſwadeth and biddeth. So that in them there js ſuch 
relucation and triving,thatthe refourmed will defireth 
one thing; and the corruption of nature perſwadeth a- 
nother.."Thus:they doe not that which they would, 
but that which they hate that do they. So, with theyr 
minde they ferve and obey the lawe of God, but with 
theirfleſh the '2w of ſinne ::{o that in'theni there is ina 
divers reſpe&,both a will and no will. There isa will, as 
they are reformed and retiewed by the heavenly grace. 
Thereis no will in them;as farre forth as they are notre- 
generate,and obey the fleſh. In them the refourmed and 


.,renewed-will fighteth'and ſtriverh with the vnregene- 


rate part, that at the length'itbecomnicth conquerour 
and overcommet. For the grace of regeneration, that 
perſwadeth and inviteth- men vnto' goodncs, is more 


- mighty; then'the-corruption'of nature that tempteth 


»vntoevill. And thus farreof theiſecond poynt to be ob- 


ferved-in this regeneration: riow'the third remayneth 
briefelyto/be vnfolded and declared. 


. This regencration and renewing of the corrupt na- 


ture, is afforded: ynto none-bur vmo the elect vey 
D234 | This 


»- 


of heaven, for it haththe holy ſpiritthe Almighty God 


| | Y «of Sakvation,” 253. 
This the fcripture in exprefſe words fayth; and playnely 
vveth, that they onely are enlightened, and do come 


 ntofaith, which arcordeynedvntocernall life;for faith .a0.15.48 


proceedeth and commeth- from regeneration, and both 
aeconteyned vndereleQion. Therefore noneare rege- 


| neratebut the ele, and againe, none are clected, bur 


they which ſhall be regenerate and endued with faith. 
Heere thereforeare convertible termes, which are _ 
one to another, and may one be affirmed of the other. 
Alſo Pazl in this cheyne affirmeth playnely , that the 
eletonely are glorified. For ſo hee ſayth;whons hee pre- 
deitinated, hoſe a'fo hee called, and whom hee called, thoſe 
alſo hee iuitifyed., and whom hee inftifyed, thoſe alſo hee 
glorifjed - therefore this glorification happeneth vn- 
to none, but vnto thoſe that are predeſtinared. By this 
moſt heavenly gradation from the higheſt vnto the 
loweſt, it commeth to paſſe, that the concluſion of 
the grace of God, an{wereth andagreeth very fitly vnto 


. thepreface or beginning thereof, . 


Now they which are glorifed,are firft regenerate vn- 
toa ſincere and holy life, then, they are renewed more 
fully and perfetly dayly by continuall proceeding to- 
wardthe attaynement of cverlaſting life, vntill thattheir 
plorification being fully ended and finiſhed, they be 
made happy both in body and foule rogether , and 
tranſlated into thejheavenly'reſt. So God doth prepare 
man,and make him fit by regeneration,for the heavenly. 


inheritance, which can neither periſh,nor be defiled,nor ;.p:.1.4. 


fade away. Therefore whom he adorneth in this world 
with his grace, thoſe alſo he.crowneth in heaven with 
glory: This regeneration; howſocver'in reſpet gf man 
it bevery weake, yer inreſpect of the foundation atid 


begihhing thereof, itis farre more firme then the fram? 


O 


for 


254 Thegolden Chayne 
for the effetor-and preſerver thereof. Hee therefore 
which will diſanull and overthrow that, muſt firſt yan. 
+ quiſh God, and thruſt hit»-from:his throne, for God 
othinot-onely glority:his children, bur alſo doth pre. 
ſerve them in thatglorification and other ſpirituall gifts, 
vntill at the length he finally glorify and crowne them 
both in body and ſoule. For after that true faith hath 
once begun tobe ina man, itcan never fall quite away 
and wholy decay, for it is grounded and propped yp 
.Pet.1.5. by the power of God, and in it it hath a moſt ſtrong 

foundation. . 

Indeed-it may be, that the courſe and fervency of 
faith may be much interrupted and. alayed by this or 
that fall, but the roote of faith being faſtned and planted 
inthe heart of man by the holy ſpirit, and the bud that 
ſpringeth from thence, can never be quite ſupplanted, 
and clcane rooted our. And if that on cegiyenand 
grafted in the heart of the cle&t by the finger of God, 
could vtterly fall away, and come to: nothing, then cer- 
raynely , the counſel! of God it{clfe ; concerning the 
ſalvation of the ele, ſhould be variable & not ſure, mu- 
table and not conſtant. Agayne , it they whom thefa- 
ther hath planted into his Sonne,,iby atrue and ſtedfaſt 
fayth, might be cite off and periſh, then without doubt 
the Salvation of the Ele would bee vncertayne. But 
ſeeing that Chriſt is the moſt faythſul keeper of the E- 

-le&'and Belcevers, hee will not ſuffer them to periſh. 
þ1.10. 29. Therefore they are ſet farre beyond all danger of pert 
ſhing and falling away, For God taketh them into his 
keepingandſafegard : his will remayneth vnchangeabic 
in the preſervation of them; and' is fortified with ſove- 
raigne power. So thatalbeit'in themſelves they be weak 
andſubie@ to falling : yet becauſe they are vpheld and 
prefervedby the hand and power of God, they arc _ 
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permanent,& canneverfallfromthe bleſſed eſtate 


of Salvation. For God niakes them to perſevere in good. - 

nes, becauſe he himſelfe hath made them good, faith. »,,,,. 
Auguitine. It therefore ſome of the eletdo fall grievou- 1345. 
ſly, Godis able to reſtore them: For he it is that vphol- 

deth thofe that fall, and lifteth vp thoſe thatare ready to Pal. 
fall, ſaith the Scripture.God giveth and beſtowethvpon ;,. as 
ay | themcertayne andcontinuallperſeverance in the faith, 

vp {| HÞecauſe hee hath appoynted-vndoubred falyation for 
them.So that although they be weak and fraile in then. 
ſelves, yetthey have more perſeverance in their weake- 

of | nefle, than Adam hadin his perfection. Becauſe they 

or havea promiſeof.perſeverance, which Adam had nor. 

ed For God is faithfull, ſaith S:- Paul, which will eſtabliſh 2Theſ3.3. 
at you, and keepe you fromevill, Thercfore they which 

d, dream thattrue faith may be loſt againe, do crre in their 

d vaine conceitand offend grievoully. For they take away 

! {| from Chriſtians the ſure comforte-of their Salvation, 

r. |. Therefore afinallpetſeveranceinthe faith, is an ynſepe- 

e | rablecompanion of true faith, from which it can be ſe- 

perated no more, than can the light from the Sunne, 

and heate from the fire. For it is fortified with power 

from heaven, againſtall theſleights of Sathan;& againſt 


-the very gates of hell, and ſo preſerved from every hurt- ace. 16.18 
fullannoyance, that it cannever beloſt,nor fallaway. 


By what bonds the elett are wnited vnto God ,; ſo that they 

. cannot periſh. nor fall away. Alſo by what ſignes they 

may be knowne ,, and how they may be aſſured of their 
Salvation. Chap. 34. 


0 Nd God hath vnited them to himſelfe by two 
£ Abonds ſtrongerthan Adamant. Theticſt of which 
| is, 
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"ts his vnchangeable and everlaſting eleQion before the 
. foundations of the world were layd. For,whom hehath 
.. choſen from everlaſting, thoſe will he have to bebleſſeg 
» forever, thercforethey cannotperiſh: ſo that the falxa. 
-tion'of the-clect doth not depend: vpon any doubtful] 
. event, bur-it was appoynted and prepared tor them by 
. God from everlaſting before they were borne. Thus it 
is ſhewed, that their falvation-is ſo ſure and certayne, 
:thart the troubleſome motions of the whole world, nor 
-all the: feends'of hell cannot overthrow nor weaken it, 
-the other bond-is an effefuall calling vnto Chriſt in 
\time. Burt they, whom God grafteth into Chriſt ie- 
Quually by atrue faith, canno more fall away and periſh, 
.. *then Chriſthimſelfe, becauſe (he. hathiredeemed them 
with his bloud,:and being redeemed doth preſerve 
.themſafe and without danger of every evill-and deadly 
the.10:2® hurt. They are his ſheepe;which no mancan take out of 
-his hand. Hence we may reſolutely and ſtrongly con- 
clude; thatthefalvation oftheelc& and true beleevers is 
-ſo ſure and certayne, as Chriftis' the omnipotent and 
Almighty God. Therefore who can pluck and with- 
draw'them from Chriſt, whom God hath called and 
drawne vnto Chriſt by his almighty ſpirit ? Surely the 
gates of hell ſhall not prevayle againſt them, therctore 
theyr vamoveable conſtancy, and ſtedfaſt certaynety of 
ſalvation ought not to be conſidered in theyrnature, but 
conliſterh in,and is grounded vpon the might and po- 
wer of God. Therefore in this and.in nothing elſe doth 

the ſalvation oftheelect depend andiſtand. 

Fourthly and laſtly, regeneration may be knowne by 
the fruites thereof, as the Sunne riſing may be knowne 
by the light, and the fire by the heate, for it may bc 
&knowne by ſundry motions and operations of the holy 
#pirir, as by infallible tokens andaſlured ſignes,for 25 = 
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-Iferof a living: creature may: be diſcerned by the ſence 
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andmotion, fo alſo; this regeneration may be knowne 
by 'thaſechings and workes whictuneceſſarily follow: it, 
forithey-which ate truly andeffcQually regenerate; in 
thetw the love of God'is begotten. This Saint Paul ex- 
preſicly: affirmeth,, ſaying, If any man love God, the r.cor.s.z. 
is/taught:ofihim; Hetherefore which loveth God _ 
with:his ſoule,;and hath: ancarneſtdefire to keepe his 
commaundements;let him know that he is eletedand 
regenerate,and be moſt certainely” perſwaded that he 
thalbe ſaved. Secondly,they whichare regenerate, heare | 
Yods words and teceiverthem by faith. Hetherfore that 11».8.47. 
hath an harty defiretohearethe word of God, & to pto.- 
fitin-itin him-there ſhineth and appearethaviſible fiene 
of cletion,and ofa godly and regenerate mind: So that 
he which heareth' Gods word, enioyeth God himfelte, 
and hath fefowtſhip with him. So on the contrary; there 
is no moreevident/figne of a reprobate and prophane 
mind,chen to contemne and reie&tthe word of God, for 
they of ſer:-purpoſe do deprive themſelves of righteouF- 
nes andlife eternal; Thirdly, the holy ſpirit doth kindle 
afincereandſcrious deſire to:do weland topleaſe God, 
in the hearts of the regenerate, {o'that on the one fide 
they do loveand ſeeke after righteouſnes, and on the o- 
ther ſide they hare&eſchue iniquity, and therefore the 7/.;4.r5. 
Prophets and Apoſtles doiexhort the children of God, 1-76-44: 
tharthey ſhoald-depart fromevill; and dogood. Paul 
ſayth playnely;; that this is the will of God, even our 
ſanQifcation, that everyone ſhould abſtayne from'for- + -  , 
nication, and fromevery prophane & wicked courſe of 
life, &ſhoaldpoſſeffe his veſſellin honour. They there: 
fore-which do hartily love God, and abhorevill, maybe O 
moſtcertainly perfivaded;thattheyareregenerate,8&that 
therfore they areclected from everlaftingynto ſalvation. 
JON S Moreover, 
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Moreover, this regeneration worketh in man a yehe. 
ment ſtrife betweene the fleſh & the ſpirit. So that when 
thefleſh,which is the vnregenerate part doth withdraw 
man from the care & obedience of Gods law.,and tem P- 
teth him vnto the committingand doing of that which 
is evill,then on the other (ide,the ſpirit being the part re. 
generate by God, doth labour the contrary way, for it 
 aſpireth 8&ſtrivethvnto theobedienceof Gods law with 
acarefull endeavour. Therefore this wreſtling betwcene 
the fleſh & the ſpirit, and the love of goodnes and hatred 
ofevill,are ſuch works in a man.as can be found in none 
butinthe regenerate only: forwhere there is no regene. 
ration, there can be no {trife berweene the fleſh and the 
ſpirit, but men wallow 8 nuzzlethemſelves in fin with. 
out feare. But ina regenerate man there are contrary at- 
fetions, which alwayes fightone with an other. The 
therefore which feele within themſelves this conflict be- 
eweene the fleſh & the ſpirit, and yetin the meane while 
doubt whether they be elefted vnto ſalvation orno,they 
do great iniury vnto God.as if he did regenerateand call 
men vnto Chriſt in vayne, and would not ſave them. 
By this conflict, the imperfection of the godly in this 
lite may caftly be petceived, becauſe that the corrup- 
tion of nature is not fully and wholy vanquiſhed and 
. ſubdued in'this world;:;ſo:that the godly ſhould ſtrive 
and contend manfully againſt it, +vnrill 'by the holy 
ſpirit they have ſubdued-it; and:fo obtayne a ioyful! 
victory and rule over theſtubbernes of the fleſh. There- 
tore Paul commaundeth , that the godly ſhould not 
doe that which they, would. So-inthis life, there 1s 
ſuch a condition-and/ conflict-in-the Saints; that the 
fleſh alwayes luſteth againſtthe ſpirit, and the ſpi'ita- 
ganſt the fleſh. So.thar whar'they- do, they appro'© 
and alloy not, for that-which: they would they doe 


not, 
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-not; but'that which 
his owne perſon, as in the common example of all the 
podly,: doth" teach vs, that ſuch is the infirmity of the 
eft, that they: cannot do that good which they would, 
but contrarywiſe that they doe that evill which they 
would not. By this iris evident, that the children of 
God, are never ſuch good proficients heere, as that the 
perfeQion-of their -worke ſhould be anſiverable vnto 
theirwill.. And ſo Paul fayth playnely, and conteflerh 
freely of himſelfe, That to will is alwayes preſent with 
me, but I finde no meanes to do that which is good : 
ſo.the corruption of nature doth alwayes hinder the 
moſt godly.inthis life, thatthey cannot perfeRly ſerve 
and obey God. Therefore let every Chriſtian carefully 
examine himſelfe, whether he doacknowledge Chriſt 
for his redeemer, and ſtedfaſtly beleeve in him, or no, 
8 if he ſhall find that he hath any whit of Chriſt with- 
inhim.ſfo thatfor the love and feare of God he haterh 
evill, & loveth that which is good, then ſurely he hath 


the beginning of life in himſelfe,and needeto have no xem.8. r. 


fcare of condemnation atall. They therefore which 
beleevethat they are eleted, do honour God by gi- 
ving credit vnto his word. Certainely we ſhould by 
faith embrace the promiſe of God, and not reſped the 
frailty ofman, for they which by a true faith do beleeve 
that they ſhalbeſaved for Chriſt his ſake & his merit,are 


the ſonnes of 4braham,8: ſhalbe the heires of promile. ga1.z.zg. 


- 'Therfore by: faith may every one beaſſured of his 
falvation: So that this is a ſure & infallible concluſion, 
I do beleeve truly and fincerely inTeſus Chriſt, and do 


% 


| pe the whole confidence of my ſalvation in him a- 


ne, therefore I am elated and cannot be loſt. For 
true faith is a moſt certayne and vndoubted argu- 


mentoffalvation, that is toſay,'amoſt infallible and 
DOI; A0 | g - evident 
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they hate, that do they. So Paw! in 
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Y evident token, which'maketh ariend of all wavering 
b 2Theſ 3:2; preſſe words, that faith isnot given ynatocvery.one, but 
” Tit1.1, 1s a gift peculiar vnto the clect-only;: Now this faith is 


22 


the hearts oftheelect by the holyſpirit, by which they - 
k cry Abba, father. So. Pawl ſayethplaynely, that hee 
| 2.7in.1.12 knoweth whom he hath beleeved on : teaching every of 
: the godly by his example, that he may iudge and dif- 
cerne-of: his owne faith. Therefore whoſoever belce. 
yeth in his heart, and: defireth to.go forward, that is, to 
make better proccedings in faith, and/inthe workes 
thereof, he may ſerit downe fora certayneitruth, that 
heseleted of God, redeemed by:Chrift; and regene. 
rate by the; Holy Ghoſt: So, God! witneſſeth and 
declareth' in theyr conſciences; how he-isafteted to- 
ward every one: ſo that where there is aquict.and peace- 
able conſcience toward'God, there doth God {ct vp 
the throane of his fatherly;and-ſaving grace, and ru- 
leth and worketh by-his holy: Spirit vnto everlaſting 
life. Moreover, although faith be at evident teſtimony 
of election, yet the want of faith is no evident figne 
of reprobation, Therefore this conſequence is falle 
and deceitfull : Ibeleevenot, therefore Fam not elected 
but reprobated. That is'as'vntrue-as+this. The Sunne 
15 not as yet riſen, therefore it willnever riſe; for after 
a little while it may riſe. So alſo, although this'or that 
man beleevenotto day,;/inor feeleth any effect of faith, 
yet when the, time ſhall come; which God: hath ap- 
poynted-and ferdownefor-his calling, hee may have 
faieh, &attainevnto the truefeeling therof. Therfore we 
ſhouldhopevery weltin our good God,evevnail _ 
FESD1Y'1} 6 94 pC 


of Salvation. + 264 
paſpe:of life, eſpecially ſeeing he is endewed' with ſo 
kind and mercitull a nature, as that heis infinitely more 
defirous to ſave miſerable {inners, then they are-to be 
ſaved. of him, , Let. every man therefore repent-him, 
and, betake himſfelfe ynto a better way ,,and| through 
Chriſthe ſhall obrayne ſalvation. 'For 'ſinnes paſſed, as 


- Auguitine fayth,, do not hurt a'man, if ſinnes that ate 


prelent do not delight him. And he that is diſpleaſed 
with himſelfein his {innes, he is wellpleaſing vato God 
in grace. For the favour of Godand a wicked life agree 
not-toperher, neyther can bein one maT both toge- 


ther, Therefore, let every man that nameth Chriſt de- 2.7im.z.1g 


param iniquity, for ſo hee ſhall indeede feele that 
ce 15. not of the number of the. reprobates, but of the 
ele. So that whoſoever loveth God truly, and ſtudieth 1.cor.8.z, 
and defireth to order his life according to his will, 

let him know that he is truly elected, and regenerate 
indeede, For the vnregenerate men, with their whole 
fouleand will /are atenimity with God, andare wholy R».8.7. 
caryed headlong' into all wicktdnes; and every kinde 72% 
ofſinne, for theyr minde is alienated from that which 

is good, and. is wholy addicted and given vnto that 
whickis evill. | - > md Dos bao ode outta 

- Theſe things being thus confidered;bothinagene- 

rality and common view, concerning the chayne of fal- 
vation, as alſo being divided and ynfolded through the 

five linckes thereof , as it were by ſeverall branches, ha- 
ving bin by a divine order conceived beforetime, areſer 

downe in time by an Apoſtolike method, and ordered 

and ranged with excellent $kill. And if a man ſhould 

more intentively and deeply confider all thelinckes of 

this chayne, the only will of God'ſhallbe the- efficient 

cauſe of all the reſt, for vpon'it the ſummeof all thereft 


dependeth and conliſteth. Therefore the freewill of 
34 God 
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FL. T he golden Chayne 

Godisthefirſt and moſt generall cauſe, for from it pro: 
ceedeth the firſt motion and whole power of working, 
ſo that withour itin this matter nothing can be wrought 
or brought to paſſe. And heere' is'a-moſt excellent ang 
_ artificiall order'of the cauſes'of falvation, for from the 
firſt and'higheſt cauſe 'vnto the ſecondary cauſes, and 
from thence vnto the effeQts, there is a continuall grada. 
tion, vyntill we come vntothelaſt end, whether all and 
every of them tend and have recourſe. , 


ar 
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What are the effetts of predeftination, and how great 
benefits come from it vnto every beleever. Next 
there ts ſhewed, that this cheyne of ſalvation « made 

+ of the meere benefites of God, Cnavy.zs. 


"JEre now: remayneth bricfely to be handled what 
4 Aand how. great-effefts and-bencfits doc ariſe and 
© come vntovs, by:thefreegrace of predefſtination. Thele 
cftefs-may be declared-and enlarged by fundry and e- 
veralldegrees, and theyare in number tenne, all which 
are ſet downe-in order.” The firſt ofthem is Chriſt the 
Mediator, the head and beginning of all the ele&. Hee 
mths done 'oteletion;is tobeeſteemed the onely 
toundation'and/ ground-worke of ſalvation, for with: 
outhim there can beno election vnto ſalvation, ſo that 
ofhim'dependeth the election of all the reſt, for hee 
vouchſafed to come:downe from heaven, and to be: 
come-man, thatbyhisſacrifice and bloud he might rc- 
eeme and ſave others for ever. The ſecond effect is 
the creation, and bringing forth of cvery of the cle 
into. this world. ' The third-is-an effectuall calling vnto 
Ebriſtby the holy Spirit andthe word of the Goſpell, 
Þ and a-tucconverſion vato God: Fhe fourth is iuftth- 

hou ” Cation, 


extion;a ſtedfaſt faith and a certaine hope, which layc h 


after anything elſe. The fift is regeneration and the 
good workes which neceſſarily follow it, for whome 


6 
d God hath appoynted vnto any end, he alſo ordayneth 
a. and ſheweth him certayne meancs, by which he-may: 
d attayne vnto the end that he is appoynted vnto. There- 


fore good workes are not the beginning and cauſe of 
 clcction as the Papiſts dreame, bur they are onely the 
"= effcasand meanes, by which as by certayneſucceeding 
7 degrecs the eleare brought yato life everlaſting. The 
fixt is the dayly increaſe and acceſſe of faith and ſandi- 
fication, ſo that the workes of charity, and cffedts of - 
faith doe one after another dayly growe: greater and 
better, for a man is not good, except he have adeſier to 
be made and become berter.. And he that gocth not 
forward in the wayes of God, goeth back from theny, 
as Saint Barnard fayth elfc-where. The ſeaventh is in- 
vincible patience and courage, in induring adverſity 
quietly. The eight is vndaunted and perpetuall conſtan- 
cy,and finall perſeverance in faith and ſandification dai- 
ly increaſing. Theninth is refurretion from the dead, 
and the reuniting of body and ſoule. The tenth is glori- 
fication & life eternall, that is to ſay, ſpirituall ioy in God 
with thankſgiving,and everlaſting gladnes in Chriſt. By | 
theſe things we may ſee cleerely, ones and ſaving 
gifts and benefits are included in predeſtination onely. 
They therfore which feele the effets of thegraceofgod 
within themſelves, ought with great admiration to have 
them incontinuall remembrance,&to conſider ofthem 
within theſelves, for they which do acknowledge how 
greatly they are bound vnto God for ſogreata benefit, 


which hath vouchſafed to chooſe them-from out offuch 
| > anum- 
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bold vponand applycth vnto it ſelfe Chriſt and hisme- 
rits,and relyeth wholy on him,not deſiring nor longing; 


|.» 
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| anumber of wretched perſons, andbeing cleted, to rg. 
venly glory: Ler thenvthen withcertaine hope & found 


| - :efY1117 £ 
ER S446 5 a ; 


1-4 es I I I 0 as ACE RE Ag ne nets is 5 I Os upon 25 Les aatote G dt Dog — broaba "ERRORS ” 
ha RNs Q L2 Fs BN EY Rp ES LON Ex. rs, IS. wn NCC: ro 2% - Os s a 
5 dM SE > CONT, 
bo 
Li 


264 The golden Chayne 


forme and renew thenr into his owne'image and hea- 
confidencerely vponthat free goodnes of God.and that 
his vnchangeable counſell, concerning their falvation, 
and ler them be as ſurely perſwaded' and made as cer- 
tayne of their ſalvation, as if oy had it already layd 
downe vnto them in'theyr hand, and*did enioy it in 
full andpreſent poſſeſſion. So that thele gifts of God, 
and merits of Chriſt are to be thoughrvpon ſeriouſly 
and religiouſly; and'to be preferred before all the r1- 
ches ofthewhole world, for they do bring with them 
everlaſting life,and bleſſed immorality. Bur they which 
turne aſide vnto tranſitory and fading good things, are 
notwiſe for themſelves, for they periſh at the laſt with 
certaynedeſtruftion, 5 00 10 
-- Moreover, theſe effes/are ſome of them of one 
only reſpe& and ſort, which areſuch effe&s as can ne- 
ver putonthe nature, nor take'vpon them: the turne of 
an efficient cauſe, of which ſort are all the ſecundary 
eftc&s from the firſt effe&t vnto the laſt end. Others are 
of a two-fold reſpect and fort, which may ſometimes 
be effedts, and ſometimes efficient cauſes. Such is the 
firſt effet, namely, Chriſt Teſus, which though he be 
God eternall, and in this reſpe& can be an effect vnto 
nothing, whenas he maketh allthings; yet as he is man 
and a mediator; he is the firſt effectof ptedeſtination : 
andheisſuchan effe@ thereof, as notwithſtanding may 
nevertheleſſe be anoperative, and efficient cauſe of all 
thereſt, forhee-is the cauſe of all the effects which are 
placed betweene predeftinationandelorification which 
isthelaſt ofall, for ir is heawhichhaths called, which 
batt iuſtified;;-which hath glorified vs. So that all the 
ickes? of this whole: chayne are the meere benefits 


Ls wt 


of God,and no metits -of man-are foundin it. There. 


4 


and glory of 'God, ſoallo doth he hazard his owne Sal- 
vation. 'Butall they whichlove God, and doe ſeeke for 
theyr Salvation-in his goodneffe and inthe Sacrifice of 
'> F Chriſt, doe know for arafſared trueth,tharall the lincks 
In of this-Chayne; are the very effe&ts'of Chriſt, and the 
T1, meere benefites of God hiinfelte. Therefore to him on- 
ly ly oughrthey to be thankefull for them. Moreover,out 
l- of this Chayne wee may ſee, thatin the whole courſe of 
N Salvation,the Scripture mentioneth and ſpeaketh of no- 
1 thing butthe grace of God onely ,and many other oifts 
2 which proceed from that. Thereforeallo the true tayth 
' of the godly , ought to receyve and acknowledge no. 
thing beſides them. 
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T he Linckes of ths Chayne ought to þe conſidered by an 
Antitheſis, that the goodneſſe' of God may the more ap. 
peare and be magnified, ſo that wee proceede from the 
enioying of the one contrary , vnto the remooving of 
the other. Secondly, the Linckes hang together wth an 
inſeparable knot ; ſo that hee which receyveth one of 
them,becommeth partaker of thereft. Cuay. 35. 


I Vrihermore, [that the goodneſſe of God, and the 

4 greatneſſe thereof, may the more and more appeare 
to be free every manner of way , and may the better bee 

| knowne, and the more caſily be vnderftood, wee muſt 
know and holde for a certainty , that there isacontinuall 
Antitheſis in every Lincke of this Chayne, ſo that our 
proceeding is from one contrary vntoan other. 'So that 


this Chayne, as it dothattributevnto God onely allthe 
| benefits 


forehe that reckoneth vp mans merits among theſe free | 
benefites of God! as he doth derogate from thebountie 
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" 3C6 The golden Chayne 
benefits thatit hath and contayneth; ſoit denyeth thery 
toany mortall men. For what good things ſoever man 
doth here give and beſtow vpon man, the evils contrary 
 tothemare inevery man by nature. For he did chooſe 
, vs when wee were not: he called vs when we were ene. 
mies and ſtrangers from him : hee iuſtified vs when wee 
werefinners., yea , the moſt miſerable bondſlaves of fin: 
hee ſanctified vs , when wee wereimpure and vncleane: 
E.. he glorified vs, whenwe were mortall and vayne men;as 
| Tom.10. CAuguitive ſayth, Allo wee mult ſeriouſly weigh and 
| ©33% confiderin this Chayne, that the Apoſtle did vic and 
E take theſe three laſt wordes after the manner of the He. 
brewes in the fourme of the preterperfe tence in ſtead 
of the future tence, and thatfor two reaſons. Fitſt,they 
to whom the Apoſtle wrote this , were already called, 
- tuſtified, and in ſome ſort regenerate ; and therefore had 
obtayned ſome part of this glorification. Secondly, for 
the certainty of thoſe things , which as yet remayned. 
- Forthat which was promiſed of God , and which they 
by hope layd hold vpon,is before God all one, as it they 
had already receyveditof God indeed, and did already 
enioyitin full poſſeſſion. Agayne, all things that are to 
come, are rrp] on with God. Therefore rhe Scripture | 
doth as freely ſpeake of a thing to come, as if it were al 
ready perfourmed and fulfilled. This propriety of the 
Hebrew phraſe, is wont onely tobe vſced in thoſe things, 
whichadmitno contrary exception,butdraw with them 
a continualland neceſſary conſequence. So that theſe 
promiles , which beeing certayne and infallible , arc 
lincked arid bound vp in this Chayne, ought tobe em- 
braced with the whole affections of the hart: for they 
are ſuch as can bringeverlaſting life both to the bodic 
andSoule. 
- This Chayne, isasit were of Adamant, and eternall; 
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Þalſois the order, from one linckevntoan other, con- 
rinuall, not poſſible to be vndone. Therefore he which 
hath recey ved one lincke of this Chayne , ſhall bee ſure 
toreceyve the reſt; 'becauſe he hath God for his debter, 
which vſeth not to-recall his promiſe : but notſucha 
debter, as if hee had him bound to him by his merices, 
but becauſe God himſelfe, by his own voluntary good- 
neſſe and freepromiſes., hath madehimſclfe his debter. 
Let the faythfull therefore conſider, what, and how ma- 
ny Linckes of the degrees of this Chayne, they haveal- 
ready obtayned of God,and how many remayne for to 
'be obtayned, that they may both give thankes to God 
forthem which they have receyved , andalſo hope well 
of thereſt, which as yet they want. For they ought to 
take great confirmation of theirhopeand good courage, 
by thoſe benefits which they have and do feelein them- 
ſelves alrcady. For this is the true remembranceand ac- 
knowledgement of benefits receyved of God, when as 
menby them, conceyve matter of good hope, for the 


timethat is tro come. For ſurely, itwerean open ſiene of 


vnthankefulnefſe,and an argument of diſtruſt, dayly to 
enioy the bounty of God, and ſo many, and ſo great be- 
nefits of his, and yet to conceyve and take no hope,nor 
confirmation of hope thereby. And to confirme hope, 
thereis no ſtronger means, then the erernall & vnchange- 
able fidelity and conſtancy of God in the performance 
of his promiſes. For there is nothing that doth more 
faithfully and ſurely performe, and more truely fulfill his 
promiſes, then God doth : Forif all the Princes of the 
earth, ſhould with one mind and one mouth, promiſea 
manthis or that, and ſhould withall give their charters 
ſealed with their own feales, yettheir promiſe oughtnot 
tobeeaccounted fo ſure and certayne, as the leaſt of 
Gods promiſcs.' For theyr promiſe may ſundry ah 
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be hindered and made fruſtrate. Bur' the-promiſe of 
God can be ſhiftedoff. by no device,overthrowne byno 
fleight, altered and interrupted by .no impediments. 
Therefore to him'a man may ſafely give credite, becauſe 
his promiſe iseverlaſting and vnchangeabletrueth, 


. 


i 
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CAM the world and all the goods thereof are ſubie(? to 
'  deftruttions, and ſhall at the laZt fade and paſſe a. 
way , but the giftes of this Chayne are enerlaitine, 

and ſhall never decay. Cuar. 37. 
| hee ,avce muſt here know and vaderſtand, 
 & thatallthinges in/generall/, and every thyng inpart- 
cular, are found to be ſubie& vnto continual change, 
and fading : whichalthough in theyr eſtate and place, 
they ſeeme to have moreſtedfaſtneſſe and divine excel- 
lencyin them, then the reſt of the creatures have, and 
have receyved no hurt,thatwee can ſee, by ſo many ſuc- 
ceedingages goneand paſt : yet notwithſtanding all of 
them almoſtinevery moment,are ſeeneto vary muchin 
theyrmotion, and in the/effects of theyr motion, and 
many times to bee ſubject, ſometime to this, and ſome, 
time to that variation and change. So that although. 
there can bee found nothing in the whole vniverlall 
world, whether itbe in the heavenly bodies , orin theſc 
inferior bodies and earthly thinges, which is firme and 
ſtedfaſt, perpetualland durable; yetthisone worke of re- 
_generation,isſuch apieceof worke and affect of the Ma- 
ieſty of God, as wherein God would have the expreſlc 
ſtampeof his eternall glory toremayne, and the lively 
' image of his everlaſting mercy to-appeare plaincly. 
Thereforealthough man in his nature ſeeme to be more 
frayleandweake then almoſt any other creature, _ 
w#: | - 
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e moreneerevnto nothing, ſothathe may worthily be 
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called duſt and aſhes,rather then man : yet when God 
beginneth to frame him anew , and to make him like 
himſelfe, preſenely in that very itiſtant, of a miſerable 
man, he is madeand becommeth happy; of a condem- 
ned perſon, he is made blefſed'; of mortall, he becom. 
meth-1mmortall ; of afrayle man, ready to come tono- 
thing, he is made to endure for ever. 'So that in manall 
things are frayleand weake,and nothing ſhall be perma- 
nent ordurablein him, exceptit ſpring trom regenerati- 
on, and beafhxed vnto the onely-anchor of true Religi- 
on. Therefore although all things be trayle and ſubiet 
vnto decaying, yet the regenerate and the godly doe al 
wayes continue, and neverperiſh. Albeit in this world 
they are many times opprefled, and oftentimes ſlayneof 
theyr enemies ,;yet even by death 'irfelfe, they doe ob- 
tayne and come vnto immortality. So that dying here 
alwayes, they ſhall never die. Therefore this Chayne is 
as it were the onely ſtrong anchor, which faſtneth and 


-- preſerveth the ſhip of Chriſtian fayth , in the heavenly | 


Sanctuary, as 1n an haven moſt ſure from all the dangers 
of ſtormes, agaynſ{tall the rage of hell;and the turbulent 
motions of the world; So that no floods , norno tem- 
peſts canariſe and ſwell ſo great, as by which this anchor 
may be looſed, and theſhip brokenand drowned. 

Alſo this Chayne, is as a ſtrong engine, todeſtroy all 
theloftinefſe of men, which doth arrogate any"thing,/as 
proper vnto itſelfe : andit is asa ſharpefword, to ſtabbe 
and quell theyr preſumption and pride, which doth ex- 
toll and liftvpitſelfe more then it ſhould. Laſtly, it isas 
alongand golden line,whichſtretcheth it ſelfefromone 
partof the heaven vnto an ether, that every of the Elect 
whereſoever, may lay ſure holde vpon it, and veryavell 


apply it vnto themſelves. Therefore (as is fayde befor 
| in 
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| The golden Chayne 


ina word or two)hethat deſireth to profitin theknoyy. 

ledge of this Chayne, and to contirme himſelfe in j: 
Frirfully, muſt above all things take heede, that hehe. 
ginnotatthe higheſtcauſe of Predeſtination, that lieth 
hiddeninthe counſell of God : butthat hee aſceng by 
little and little,as it were by degrees, from the laſt efed; 
thereof vnto the firſt cauſe: ſo tharhe beginat regene. 
ration; from thence, that hee goc totuſtification ; from 
thence, vntotruefaith, from that, vnto vocation ; from 


Þ 


this, vnto cternall eleqion : from that , let him paſſe and 
aſcend vnto the gratious will of God , that cffeQeth all 
theſe things, There muſt heeſcttle and ground the an. 
chor of his fayth. But God beginneth a contrary way 
in deſcending vnto vs : For hee beginneth ar the firſt 
cauſe, and proceedeth through meanecs vnto the laſt 
effec, vntill he bring and draw vs vnto himſelfe. 


- a 
—————— — te. Mie —— 
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Of the effedts of reprobation, which arc contrary vnto 
the effects of Eleetion. Alſo what benefites of God, 
the Eledt and reprobates have common , and what 
not. And that the indgement of God concerning 
both, ts ſiedfaii and eternall;” Cuap. 38: 


- N Ow the effeds of Election being ſet down and de- 
= .& clared , the effefts of reprobation are briefcly tobe 


Jer forth. Forthe effeRts of Election cannot rightly bee 
ynderſtood} vnleſſethe oppoſite: effects of reprobation 
be likewiſe weighed and conſidered;thatſoone contra- 
- xy-maybemore illuſtrated and made more playne by an 
\other, Now , certaine effects are common vnto there: 
-probate with the EleR, as namely Creation, and _ 
S both 


4 Se IE FS FY 4 " N £ * i RSS Ie. BT 
% Ry OT RAS 9 SORT BORE op = 1 2 TINO {ee a BI a 9. as TI Ro FA EL. 0868: Fs Sh Ts bon) Eo 
wy # - yd 5 02” ts bo ne ets x : CIAO SOS COPEL OL yr i, 4 3 Een EEE 2 TER Z 
> ; - Ef Fx 882 ARTS” * 975 0 EB 45. tg BE Fs per" «Frog IR eeD Ons Yo BR SL Bed IO 3 Pon J TE. IH 
: « =, PT RENE? KLE YE 7; + © Bad ang > TGC IE ; $1" 7 by | | ; ie 
WD bp RET ONS es: 5 al Yn 4s b TH es I 0 es wt $T 1 5 wy . » 4 by: 2228 ST 2 v 
YI Sr EE ood ral Ht Ted a Þ L 4 , 5 ds » 
FI - £ #0 A OE RX > + , > a ey . : i : | 
oh x Saad IF 2 £07 0 ED, A Phe 
$ CRE) 5. _ 
>, 
6 F 


a IT 24 
DE eG Foe OY OG 
Te ES: & 

ED COD g Ys | 

YE bo ; o 

Wor 5rd berg vo - 

s Kad32-0F þ-? 


Laa4 


| both many and great temporall bleſſings, and helpes of 
this life, as food andapparel.and the reſt of the bleſſings 
of this life, which belong rather to the body then the 
ſoule. But of thoſe bleſſings that belong vnto Salvation, 
the reaſon is farre otherwile: they are in a continuall op. 
poſition and contrariety. For the Ele are called vnto 
Chriſt by grace ; the reprobate are deprived of that 
race: whereas the Ele are inlightned & conuerted vn- 
to God, there the reprobate are blinded and hardened: 
whereas theſe hateſinne, and depart from it ; there they 
ive themſelves over vnto it, and continue init : where 
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- The golden Chayne 
periſh; neyther ſhallany of thereprobatesbe faved. Tee 


I 


--. no man hence take occaſtonto live licentioufly;, becauſe 


the condition of both'is ynchangeable : for,that Prode. 
ſtination is acauſero'every man , 'why hee ſhould Rand 
faſt; butvnto none a cauſe, why heſhould fall, ayth 4. 
guitine. | | 

/ Theſethings come neceſſarily topaſſe on both fides, 
God o diſpoſing the'marter, and cannot happen other. 
wiſe; becauſeno other efficient cauſe can bee found in 
them; but onely the freeand righteous will of God, For 
thereis nothing without God , which may moove him 
to this or thatthing. So that God willetha thing , and 
direQeth'itvrito the end, becauſcitb pleaſeth and ſee. 
meth good ynto him. Sokealone and none other,js the 
onely cauſe of his will ; for nonecan preſcribeany thing 
vnto him, becauſe no man is ſuperior or equal vnto him. 
Therefore in'as much as he ſaveth ſomeby grace, and 


 condemneth others in juſtice, wee ought to ſreks no 0- 
ther cauſchereof, but onely his determinate will,and ab. 


folate good pleaſure; Andthat hee hath ordayned cer- 


 taynevnto deftruftion; it is as cettayne; as God himlſclfe 


is God. For if he were willing,ſimply and abſolutely to 
faveall andevery one, then ſurcly he would giveall men 
all things neceſſary vnto Salvation; but he giveth notall 
tnenall cthingesneceſary'vnto Salvation, therefore hee 
willnotfave allandevery one.” Forhethatdenicsa min 
the meanes toattaynevnto ſome end, 'doth much more 
denyhim theend it ſelfe. For he that beſtoweth not the 
lefſer ypotia than , how will hee beſtow that which is 
oteatore D47c1oD 210 Lon aoangD: WY 40 


A ſhort ES of this W's , ſhewing the chief 
« cars f,, and exhorting every of the godly unto 


kefulneſſe and finceritie of fe, Cuar. 39. 


+þ Hevſe of this doctrine is very A et andabove all 

moſt wholeſome ; Firſt, thatall theprayſeand glo. 
ry of our Salvation , ſhould bee wholy attributed vnto 
A God onely; in that heof his mercitull goodnes hath 
q vouchſafedto chuſe vs miſerable ſinners vnto everlaſt- 
» ing Salvation , and to adoptvs for children through 
, (Jeſus Chriſt , whenas hee hada thouſand moſt iuſt oc- 
> 


*caſions, for which he mighr worthily condemne ys, 
and whenas there was not one caule invs, wherefore 
hee ſhould gives, no, not the leaſt droppe of cold wa. 
ter, So that : % chooſing vs altogether moſt ynworthy, 
heehath madevs worthy, ehrough the ES 

* his Sonne. Therefore this free and everlaſting Electi. 

" on, hath the goodnefle of God, and x wg. menite of 
Chriſt, and the worthineſle thereof for his ſurefoun- 
dation and ground. Forif the Sonneof God had not 
beene willing to ſuffer and fatisfie forour ſinnes,;and 
if God had not beene willing to impute this his farif 
faction vnto vs for n hteouſneſle , _ one of vs had 
beeneeleced vnto Salvation, but every one had beene 
condenaned vato everlaſting death. So. that in this E- 8 
Jleftion,, the great and incredible goodneſſeof God, z! 
and the moſt vehement and affeRionate love of God | 
rowards vs , doth appeare, as inamoſt cleere mirror. 
Secondly , all that embrace the pure e of the 


Goſpell, and doe bya true fayth beleeve in Chaiſt, and 
F | perſevere 
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"os _ TheGoldenChayne L 
* perſeyere in him, have ſtrongand excellent conſolation 


from hence; in that they are eleted from evertifttins 
vato eternall Salvation, withoutany merite eyther fore: 
20ing or following : and that this bleſſed and ſaving 
ecree concerning our Salvation is vnchangeable, and 
therefore that they can-no more fayleand be prevented 
of Salvation =] Har glory, then God can be ſepa. 
ratedfrom his Godhead. Foras Gods everlaſting and 
vnchangeable by nature ; fo alſo that his Decreeand 
good pleaſure,concerning the Salvation of the ElcR, is 
everlaſting and vachangeable. 
*Forthe vnchangeableneſſe fake of this Decree, all 
andevery of them which truelybeleevein Chriſt , have 
moſtſtrongand certaine conſolation, with which they, 
may comfortand refreſh themſelves in adverſitieand o. 
ther ſpirimall temptations. Wherefore all idolatricand 
ſuperſtition, all hypocrifie and vnbelecfe , all falſe do- 
&rineand deſperation being condemned and ſer-aſide, 
lervs from the bottome of dur heartes and inward affec- 
rions givethanks vato God, and to his Sonne; becauſe 
thatwee are fieely ele by God from everlaſting , and 


fully redeemed by Chriſt from all evill, and ſhall fo re. 


maine ele&ed-and redeemed for ever without any di. 
ſturbance.” Let vs therefore all and every of vs, with 
the whole affeftion' of our minde, heartily with one 
mind and one mouth, befeech the moſt merciful Sonne 
of-Godour Redeemer , that hee would purge vs from 
thefilthinefſe of ourfinnes, by the power of his ſpirite, 
and renew and faſhion vs dayly more and more vnto his 
owne Image, thatby living holy and without blame. 
Here, wernay walke faithfully and conſtantly in his holy _ 
commangements, andin the true path of the Ele, vn- 
vecomevntotheprice of our high Calling _—_ 
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The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 
bey love the temple, when they ſhall either by their ſimonia. 
all or ſacrilegious dealing, iniurie thoſe that wait about the 
altar? or how can men ſay,that they deliaht in the lawe,when 
they ſhall wrong the interpreters or expounders of the lawe? 
It were 4s if a man ſhould ſay, 1would gladly have the corae 
troden forth, and yet I will muzzell the mouth of the oxe 1.Cor.g.s, 
that ſhould tread it forth. 07 as if a taskemaſter ſhould ſay 
I will have my whole tale of brick madevp,and yet de- Ex.s.r0.8. 
liverno ſtraw to make them withall : which ſpeeches are 
flatlie contradidorie, and cannot ſtand together. Sainpſons 
wife ſaid vito him, furely thou loveſt me not, becauſe Tudg.14. 
thou haſt put forth a riddle vnto the children of my. ** 
people, and haſt not told it me. The word and mmiſterie 
may much more ſay to ſuch kinde of men 7 lob you love me 
not, cares. you detaine that fro me which you oueht to yeeld. 
If Sampſon were ſaid wot to love his wife, becauſe he concea- 
led that from her, which he was not bound to reveale wnto 
her : then much more may "yy be ſaid not to love, becauſe 
they do detaine and withhold that, which by all lawe,equitte, 
and conſcience they ought to give. T heſe people may be reſem. 
bled vnte thoſe kind of profeſſors,whichS.James ſpeaketh of, 
who ſaie, Depart in peace, warme your ſelves, and fill ;, . 
your bellies, notwithſtanding yee'give them not thoſe 
things whichare needefull to the body.So zheſe,T meane 
the more fairc ſpoken ſort of them, (for there is of thema ge- 
neration, who as they have the vertue of ſubtracting our por- 
tions, ſo have they the vice of detrating onr perſons) how- 
forever they can be content to give fire words, which,as the 
common ſaying ts, my no debt, yet they are ſo farre off 
from thinking this g04 neſſe to be great gaine , as that they 1.Tim.s.s 
do rather thinke that that which 6 gotten this way 1s cleere 6. 
gaine : yea and as pratiiſe it, as though this corrups gaine | 
mere godlines. Theſe and many other ſharp and agrimoniogs 
ſpeaches, may inſtly be ſaid againſt theſe m_ oppreſ- 
4 


ſors, 


| TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſors, ſo that your Honors have much to-thanke God and 7 
= reioicem, in that, that by your religibns and honorable carri. 
Fo e:Tim.s.s 42 Perein you have ſeparated your ſelves from this kinde of 
E men, That which your Honors have many waies deſerved 
from me,and that that I do wnfainedly conceive of,andin all 
 datifall aud an affection wah attribute wnto your 
Honors, may both-juſtlie occaſion me to enlarge my ſelfe tg 
manifeſt and expreſſe 7 thankefulnes : but that, firſt 1 do 
ſuppoſe you are not delighted with having your owne praiſes 
founded forth : and withall,your honourable and chrittian 
 famezis ſo ſufficiently known vnto the world,as that my ſeife, 
. the x le many that are ſhrowded 4mdey your honog. 
rable wings and protection, neede not to be the trumpeter 
__— I will therefore, with all dutifull and thank [lye. 

&. membrance vnto yotir Honors end, with the ſaying of Boaz 
= Rutb2 12. 2,27 Ruth : The Lord tecompence your worke, anda 
W-- - full reward be given you of the Lord God of Ifracl. 
 Vererz. Andlikewiſe with that of ok wnto Boaz, Let me till 
2 fin efavour ih your 1ght, my Right Honorable patrone, 
and mib1=i hee you have comforted me, and ſpoken 
comfortably vnto e/jo poore Miniſter, though I 


+; - _  benotlike vnto one of jour Miniffers, but am the leaft of 
thoſ 4; our fort and order, which ave patronizcd and pro- 
tefted by you. The Lord continue your proſperous health and 
 thriffian welfare, and evermore increaſe the noble honour i 
both your Hoponrs. From your Towne of Cheynis the 

ninth of Tune. 16 04. 


3 Yout Honours humble and dutifull 
4 poore Miniſter, ready to be com- 


manded, Peter Allibona, 


opt 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 
» Irtttived: as the Apoſtle ſaith, for his being received of the 
Galathians,who received him as an Angel of God: ſo ike. 
wiſe was 1,at that time by your Honosr cheriſhed and regar. by 
ded. Tour Honors herein immating ,or rather exceeding that OR 's 
honorable wornan of Suncm,zn her kindnes towards Eliſha. z.Kin.g.w |. © 
Fox retribution, th- only thing that I either may or can re- "38 
turne, i thankefulnes : which,as by theſe few lines Ido in all 
dmifull and thankefull ſort tender, ſo likewiſe by advent. 
ring to preſent this ſmall work: unto your Honours patro- 
nizing and proteition:which if it pleaſe you to undertake and 
accept,1 ſhall both thinke the worke to be the more grae:d,and 
 myſelfz till the further obliged and bounden wnio your Ho- 
nors . The worke I confeſſe being but a tranſlation, ts ſome- 
what too 1n2ae 10 be dedicatcd to ſuch noble perſonages as 1 
hold your Honors to be, yet ſundry reaſons have need 
and enduced me hereunto. As firſt, that the Author of this 
rreatiſe did think: this his originall worke and labour to be 
fit to be preſented vnto our late Soveraigne' of famous me- 
mory,as in his Epiitle it doth apeare. Second'y, in regard of 
the excel/ent matter therein contained, it tending both vnto 
the comfort of the godly, and confiuing of the adverſary. 
And thirdly, for that I know your honourable diſpoſitions to 
patronize and countenance any treatiſes of this ſort, whereby 
God may be either glorified, or good done unto hi Charch: 
4s may appeare by the godly labours which ſundry godly and 
pain:full men have preſented vnto your Honours, as bring 
undoubtedly perſwaded of your ſoundnes in religion, as 
wherein indeed conſifeth true honour, according vnto that ." 30 
that is ſaid wnto Eli, Them'that honour me I will ho. *52mu-2. 
nour: and ayſwerable wnto that which Salomon ſaith, '. +, ns 
I love them thatlove me : and, with meare riches and **517,19 
honour, even durable riches and righteouſnes, Of chi, RE. 
« ſundry others can teftifie, ſo I my ſelfe can ſay much by ex. 4c” | 
perience, as b:ing the poore Miniiter of the place, where your 
62 - Honors 
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 TheEpiſtleDedicatory. 
= _. Honors for ſome good ſpace reſided:during which time ther; 
= were apparant tokens of your ſoundnes in religion, and care 
$3 0 hel 
— pa revel exerciſes , 4s aiſo by the religions governement 
E-*.. - and godly carriage of your familie, whith was the lanthorne 
F and mirrour both of religion and pietie in our countrie and 
countie £ your Honours pro making onr little obſcure 
place likewnto a Citie, whereas now, through your neceſſarie 
K. v7 it tslike unto a wildernes : and your h italitie and 
"_ almes, the one entertaining ſandrieyour friends and ncigh. 
 bours,and theaother relieving not onely the needie of our con. 
. eregation,but alſa bountifullie reſreſhing the confining poore 
of our whole conntrie. Neither that oxely,but in ſundric other 
fraites doth your godlie care & love toward religion appcare: 
which asit 1511 it ſelfe, ſo 1 know your Honors do hold it the 
eriecreſt and top of your Nobilitie awd Honour : for the 
7 which things fake,the Apoſtle accounted both his noble birth, 
kil.3.4,3 and all other things to be bit loſle and dung, that he 
___ mightwin Chriſt. Among manic other teftimonics and 
ye thereof, this one commeth wunto my mind, 4s n0t one 
of the leaſt : which I ans the more bold, and that without any 
adalatorie or mercinarie motive,particularly to mention, for 
thatiherein 1 ſhall but give unto your Honors your duc, aid 
tikewiſe by mentioning yoar religitizs and honourable ex- 
ample, aims at the provoking of others to be imitators of 
' your godly prefadent. {t ts this : Namely; for that you have 
beene alwates readje rather to enlarge, es to ſtraighten our 
: borders, and to adde wunta the portion of th? Levites, rather 
on - then tothinke that too much which ts alreadie alcited wnto 
= them. Which honourable dealing of yours, i not the leaſe 


F. HA, **, Joaneſtane, to drawe true 'and honourable reputation vnto 


=o your houſe, name, and perfons, by how euch the contrary, ii 
= | He infallible indgement of ſound divinity, ts an ondoubted 
2 marke of irreligion and impietie, For how can men ſay, that 
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ruice of God, both by your ordinarie reſorting vnta 


they 


te 
lory and bleſſed Life to come wheres” 


bounding in great and vnſpeakeable oladneſle, no trou- 
ble or ſorrow becing mixed with it , wee ſhall triumph 

with gladſome -ountenances and ioyfull 
Meſſe vnſpeakeable 


'* 10ycs, world without 
end. Amer. 


\. 
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To God the Father,tlic Sonne and the holy 
>hoſt, be given all prail and 

plorie, for ever. 
men. | 
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